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A Prayer for the New School Year 
 

Dear God, with a new school year upon us, we pray for... 

STUDENTS - that You would ease their anxiety about 

going back to school amidst the pandemic. We pray for 

the safety of students of all ages. 

PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS - for Your provision 

physically, spiritually, emotionally, and financially. 

TEACHERS AND SCHOOL STAFF - that You would 

grant them peace, discernment, and wisdom. 

CHURCH MEMBERS - that Your faithfulness and good-

ness would be evident through our words and actions. 

We pray that students and teachers would see You 

through us. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

(Adapted from an online prayer) 
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7 FM 

Sunday Mornings on 
KAYL (101.7 FM )  

8:00 am Lutheran Hour 
8:30 am Good Shepherd  
9:00 am Local Churches 

Saturday Services 

have not resumed. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

       SECRETARY: 

     Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFF 

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Class meet via zoom 

at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings.   

Faithbuilders has been  

suspended due to the  

Covid-19 pandemic. 



 

 3 

A Love That Does Not Retaliate 

    The apostle Paul tells us, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 

evil with good” (Rom 12:21). Needless to say this is not always an easy 

thing to do. To see proof of that, all we have to do is turn on the TV and 

watch the news and see many people who fail to overcome evil with good!  

    So what does it take to overcome evil with good? It takes love. And the 

kind of love that Paul wants us to rely on is the love that comes only from 

God. The apostle John wrote that “God is love” (1 John 4:8). Yet God’s 

love is at times hard for us to understand. People have often thought that if 

“God is love” then why does He let all these bad things happen? When we 

ask THAT question we need to remember why these “bad things” are happening in the first place. 

They happen because of sin, and sin is what mankind has brought into this world. God did not bring 

it into the world, but He did bring the fix for that sin into the world. 

God’s love involves a sacrifice. That’s where this love that Paul is talking about springs from. We 

can only truly love one another if we have the love of God in us. That happens through faith in 

Christ by the work of the Holy Spirit. A big reason we as believers love is because He loves us. So 

much so He went to the cross for us.  

So this love between brothers and sisters in Christ is made possible by the Holy Spirit working 

through the Gospel. But is it supposed to stop there? Does it only apply to believers dealing with 

believers? Paul, in this same chapter of Romans 12 takes this love further and tells us to apply it to 

those outside the faith, those who do not yet know this love of God. 

In Romans chapter 12, Paul tells us, “Bless those who persecute you” (v 14). “Repay no one evil 

for evil” (v 17). Instead, “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to 

drink” (v 20). And you may think, “What? That’s not fair!” You’re right. It’s not fair. But do you 

know what it is? It’s love! Love does not seek fairness. This is the love that is God. It is the love that 

saved you, who would also be the persecutor without it. The persecutor of Christ himself! Christ’s 

love did not seek after fairness. That wasn’t even considered. 

This is the very love demonstrated in the person of Christ. The action of responding to evil with 

good is what “will heap burning coals on his head” (v 20). This metaphor explains the thrust of eve-

rything Paul is saying. Repaying evil with good is so opposite a human retaliation, and is instead a 

divine response that brings a sense of shame and a change of mind that renders impotent the evil of 

the persecutor. Did you know that many Muslims who have come to faith in Christ report that this 

response from Christians is what demonstrated the genuineness of Christian faith and led them to 

repentance and to be received into the family of God? They tell us they have never experienced this 

kind of love in their lives before receiving it from a Christian. 

Dear friends, this is the love Christ bestows on you. May God grant us the grace to bestow it on 

others! 

In His grace, 

Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann 
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Minutes of the  

Regular Mid-Year Voters’ Meeting of the  

St. John Voting Membership 

Date: Sunday, August 23, 2020 
Time: 10:30 am (Storm Lake time) 

Location: By Zoom and telephone call-in 
 

There were 25 people attending the meeting by electronic means.  
 

1.  Pastor opened the meeting with a Scripture reading and prayer. 
 

2.  Previous meetings’ minutes were approved as submitted. 
 

3.  Risk management continues to be a focus of concern at St. John, especially in 

the pandemic. 
 

4.  Treasurer’s report was given (available upon request). 
 

5.By voice vote, it was approved that the $1,094 in Thrivent Choice Dollars be 
placed in the Capital Improvement account.  
 

6.  By voice vote, it was approved that the $100 of Undesignated Memorials be 
placed in the Home Fund.   
 

7.  Lay Ministers – Sunday service re-opening has been going well.  No decision on 
the resumption of Saturday night services.  Facebook service broadcasts will    

continue.   
 

8. Christian Education/Young Peoples’ Work – Very quiet on the youth front       
because of the pandemic.  Mercy Meals activities have been cancelled.          
We had 10-12 kids attending Wednesday night “hang outs.”   

VBS was cancelled for 2020.   
Junior and Senior Youth Gatherings for fall 2020 will be virtual.   
 

9. Trustees – (available upon request) 
 

10. Endowment – (available upon request) 
 

11.  Pastor’s Report – 4 deaths and 2 Baptisms since January 1, 2020.   

This fall there will be 5 confirmands.  1 will be Confirmed in 2021; 4 will be         
Confirmed in 2022.   

The minutes continue on the next page... 
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It was approved by voice vote to allow the Confirmation classes for fall 2020 to be 

held in-person with appropriate safety measures.   
 

Pastor thanked the congregation for its financial support during the pandemic-

forced church suspension. 
 

Pastor is having more migraines and will be seeing a neurologist.   
 

12.  New Business 

 A.  It was approved by voice vote the election slate for 2021-2022 
(available upon request). 

 B.  It was approved by voice vote that the same health insurance cover-

age and HRA continue for 2021.  In 2020, the church paid 80% and the employees 
paid 205 of their respective health insurance.  Also, Pastor/family will have a $2,000 

HRA contribution by St. John for 2021 and Celeste will have a $1,000 HRA contribu-
tion by St. John for 2021. 

 C.  It was decided by voice vote to approve up to $2,500 to be spent by 

Jerry Johnson to provide a “turn-key” technology platform for the continued     
coverage of Facebook services.  The Endowment committee has tentatively 

planned to underwrite the project. 
 

13.  Executive Director – He thanked the members for their patience and support 

as the pandemic wears on.  We are current on all bills.  Also, because of generous 
member giving and the PPP fund, from taxpayers, we have more cash in the 
Home Fund today than we had at the beginning of 2020.  The church will do what 

it can to provide church services and activities as safely as possible.  When         
appropriate and safe, we will continue our discussions started in February about 

the future of St. John.   
 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   
 

Attachments (to original minutes): 

Order of Business (August 23, 2020) 

Executive Director’s letters (August 14, 2020 and August 20, 2020) 

Treasurer’s Report (June 29, 2020) 

Board Reports – Trustees and Purchasing Agent 

Endowment Fund Reports 

Pastor’s Report 

Proposed Nominations for Officers 

Attendance at the Voters’ Meeting (August 23, 2020) 
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The Exam Lesson 

A Video Email I Received 

Tuesday, March 31, 2020 

 

    One day a professor entered the classroom and asked her students to prepare for a 

surprise test.  They waited anxiously at their desks for the test to begin.  The        

professor walked around the class and handed the question papers with the text    

facing downwards.  Once she handed them all out, she asked her students to turn the 

page and begin.  To everyone's surprise, there were no questions!  Just a black dot 

in the center of the page. 

    The professor said to everyone's confusion, "I want you to write what you see 

there."  The worried students began to do what they'd been told to do. 

    At the end of the class, the professor took all the answers and read them aloud in 

front of the students.  All of them, with no exceptions, described the black dot,     

trying to explain its position in the middle of the sheet. 

    After all had been read, the classroom was silent, the professor began to explain, 

"I'm not going to grade you on this test.  I just wanted to give you something to 

think about." No one wrote about the white part of the paper.  Everyone focused on 

the black dot.  And the same happens in our lives. 

    We have a white paper - many wonderful things we have or happen around us, 

but we take for granted and focus our attention and energy on small, dot-like        

failures and disappointments. The health issues, the money that we need, the      

luxuries we don't have, relationships' complications, problems with family         

members, disappointments with friends and so on… 

   Life is a special gift and we always have reasons to celebrate.  It is changing and 

renewing every day.  Our friends, jobs, livelihood, love, family, all the miracles we 

could see.  You need to realize that the dark spots are very small and only few.  And 

yet we allow these to pollute our minds.  Take your eyes away from the black spots 

in your life.  Enjoy each one of your blessings and each moment that life gives you. 

 

This email inspired the article on the next page.  A slightly different version of this 

article was printed in the Storm Lake Times on April 29, 2020.   
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The Black Dot 
By: Celeste Cummins 

Tuesday, March 31, 2020 
 

    The black dot.  Maybe it's more like the elephant in the room.  It's there.  It's on everyone's minds 

these days.  We're all preoccupied thinking about it.  We're all worried about it.  But, in many ways, 

it's that uncomfortable topic that no one is willing to address.  What is this black dot, this elephant?  

It's the corona virus, COVID-19, of course. 

    Some people have dealt with the crisis through humor.  Maybe you've seen or heard jokes like 

these. Your dog has been giving you the evil eye because he wants his seat back on the couch that 

you now inhabit since you're working from home.  With all the people wearing masks, banks had to 

close because they couldn't tell if they were being robbed or if it was just a regular customer coming 

in.  "Nothing that came from China ever lasted this long before." 

     There are those who think it's nothing serious.  How many of these have your heard or read?  "The 

regular flu is worse.  It kills many more people."  "It's just a bit of a cold for a few days, then you'll 

be fine."  "You're young.  You have nothing to worry about."  "All this social isolation is overreact-

ing." 

    What about the people who go the other direction?  You know, the toilet paper hoarders?  The ones 

wearing enough personal protective gear when they leave their house to ward off a nuclear attack? 

    There are all kinds of people out there.  Each is dealing with this in their own way.  But, one thing 

most of us have in common is a lot of time on our hands.  What are we doing with that time?  Are we 

using it in the best way we can?  How should we be using that time?  There's no right or wrong     

answer to that. We could be tackling "to do" lists at home.  We may have finally found the time to 

reorganize the garage or make progress on that quilt we've been working on.  Maybe we've pulled out 

our Bible and started feverishly reading. 

    Or maybe you're contemplating those you love.  To me, they represent the white space on that page 

amid the black dot.  I think we've all spent a lot of time thinking about those we love (maybe worry-

ing about them is a better word).  Do you worry that someone you love will get the virus?  I do.  

Every day. We've seen the news.  We know how serious this is.  If someone ends up in the hospital, 

they are not allowed to have any visitors.  We can't go with them to hold their hand or to tell them we 

love them.  The best that we can hope for is for hospitals to have enough staff to care for those who 

are sick with love and attention. 

    I am a worrier.  Maybe some of you are, too.  As worriers, we focus too much on the black dot, 

while we (for the most part) ignore the white area around it.  In the midst of all these worries, take 

some time to focus on that white part.  Look for the blessings in your life.  Look for the good    

memories.  Focus on the fantastic moments. 

    Get a blank piece of paper.  Draw a black circle in the middle of it.  Now, write those blessings that 

God has given to you, those memories, and those fantastic moments down in the white space around 

that black dot.  Create some "white memories" made up of the special times with those you love.  

When you're finished, send the memories along with this article to the people who experienced those 

moments with you so they are able to cherish them as much as you have. 
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September Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:  Lyle & Karen Morenz 

            Harlan & Deb Matasovsky 
            

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  

has yet to be been sponsored.  

 

 

 WE WELCOME YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  
        Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.  
              

              402 Lake Ave  

   Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

      Phone: 712-732-2400 

   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

       Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake 

  
Altar Flowers 

6th - GG, Gram, Mom (Naomi 
Benna) from her family 
 
13th - Ron & Jerene Neir Anniv. 
 
20th - Dave & Jan Magnussen in 
memory of our parents 
 
27th - Celebrating 18 years of  
being Matthew’s mom (October 
1st by Celeste)  

 

 

 

 
 

Musicians are encouraged to share 

their talents during our worship   

services throughout the year.  If you 

play an instrument or would like to 

join the choir, please contact our 

music director,  Suzanne Winterhof.  

New members are always welcome.  

St. John is a member of 

the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod (LCMS) 


