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Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders classes will
begin on September 9th.
Rally Sunday will be on
September 23rd.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. Philippians 2:4-5
I have shared with some of you the situations of various people (non-members) who stop by the
church seeking help. I confess that it is not always easy for me to deal with them. One side of me
thinks that they need to “get a job” and “pull their own weight” because they should not always stop
by and ask for a handout. I weary of pulling out my wallet yet another time when I know I have my
own family's bills to pay. Or, if they are people who stop by often, is giving money to them really
helping or am I creating dependency? But the other side of me looks at these people who are in need
and wonders if Jesus would help them.
So what does scripture tell us to guide me in this situation? Well Matthew 5:24 states, “Give to
the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you.” Matthew
22:39 states, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 1 John 3:17-18 states, “But if anyone has the
world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love
abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” Matthew
25:39 states, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to
me.” And there are so many other verses I could mention. Maybe that is why so many people come
to the doors of a church for help. They know enough about scripture to know what the church is
supposed to do.
Now all that said, what about the problem of creating dependency? When the Bible tells us we are
to help others, the purpose is never for us to help them to the point where it becomes detrimental. It's
good to do what we're able to do, but 2 Thessalonians 3:10 also reminds us, “If a man will not work,
he shall not eat.” So there are limits. It's wrong for us to help in ways that leads to living in sin. But
it's not always easy to tell when we should and when we shouldn't give. I always try to err on the
side of grace (i.e. helping with food or money) rather than the law.
My reason for erring on the side of grace can be explained by what I feel is the end goal of helping the poor and needy. The end goal of helping the poor and needy (or anyone for that matter) is to
point them to Jesus in Word and deed. If they are willing to listen, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, we can lead them to what matters most: forgiveness, life and salvation. But if we turn them
away without help or explanation, we may be a tool of Satan rather than Jesus.
May God open our eyes to the needs - both physical and spiritual - of those around us. May the
Holy Spirit guide and help us as He brings those our way who need our help. May all our words and
deeds point to Jesus, who gave His all for us.
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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St. John Voters’ Meeting
August 19, 2018
Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order. Thirtyeight members were present.
Pastor Lesemann opened with a brief devotion based on Proverbs
3:5-6. “Worry? Why? God is faithful. He listens to our concerns and has a
plan for working things out. Thanks, God!”
Unfinished Businesss
We must always be vigilant about risk management. “A work in
progress” may mean that, at some time in the future, entry into and exit
from St. John may be limited to one door.
Treasurer’s Report
Karen Fletcher went over her printed report (available upon request)
concerning past, present, and future financial situations, their recovery, and
concerns.
The 2018 Thrivent Choice Dollars ($3,901) and the undesignated
memorial funds ($785) were donated to the Capital Improvement Fund, a
motion made by Jan Redenbaugh, seconded by Dewey Betts, and passed
with a secret ballot 31 to 7.
Alice Grundmeier, Dan Bacon, & Jake Schable had been nominated
as auditors. They were approved by a motion made by Vernon Winterhof,
which was seconded by Kevin Jesse, and passed unanimously with a voice
vote.
Committee Reports
Lay Ministers – Harlan Matasovsky
At the next voters’ meeting, we will elect a new treasurer, a
position advertised with an earned wage of $250 a month.
The committee has been looking into health care and salary
for Pastor, to be voted on later.
These men met with the Board of Education and will work with
them to increase their outreach ministry by additional publication and
communication.
(Continued on next page)
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Christian Education and Young People’s Work – Jerry Johnson
Sunday School attendance is “dismal.” This board has great
teachers; they now need kids, and they have pledged to create more
interest and communication.
Johnson touched on the junior high and senior high youth
district youth gatherings this fall and the national one in Minneapolis next
summer.
Stewardship – Karen Fletcher
Karen reviewed for the voters the responsibilities of this
committee.
Church Properties – Jan Magnussen
Jan enumerated all the work which this committee has done
(elevator inspection, copier, roofing, doors, tuckpointing) and which will
be done (caulking, west canopy, snow guards).
Parish Relations – Lori Dicks & Deb Matasovsky
These women also mentioned the activities this committee has
been responsible for, including coffee hours, the Easter breakfast, the
salad luncheon, and potlucks.
Administrative Reports
Endowment Committee – Harlan Matasovsky
Harlan briefly went over his printed report (available upon
request).
State of the Parish Report
Pastor Lesemann reported not much change in the number of
St. John membership. He’s “paid well, been taken care of. The Lord has
provided.”
A few changes may be forthcoming in the Confirmation
classes in the next two years.
(continued on the next page)
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New Business
Nominations for the 2019-2020 church officers and administrative boards (available upon request) were approved by a majority voice
vote.
Much discussion ensued concerning the approval of 2019
health benefits for St. John employees (available upon request). Four items
had been recommended by the Trustees and Lay Ministers. A motion
made by Harlan Matasovsky and seconded by Jim Zabloudil to accept
them was defeated with a secret ballot vote (14 yes, 21 no). Hardt
explained some options. After a length of time, Gene Mandernach made
a motion, seconded by Marleen Otto, to adjourn the voters’ meeting until
Tuesday evening. After no little discussion, this motion was withdrawn. Jan
Redenbaugh then made a motion to adopt item #1 of the recommendations and to modify items #2 & #3 (maintain the HRA benefits accorded to
Pastor and Celeste and pay but 80% of their health insurance premiums;
employees to pay 20% of their health insurance premiums). Darnell Tvedt
seconded that motion.
A “friendly amendment” was then proposed: to vote on item
#1 separately from #2 & #3. This motion was made by Harlan Matasovsky
and seconded by Lynn Hardt, and it passed with a majority voice vote.
After some discussion, a secret ballot was held to accept the second half
of the motion made by Redenbaugh. It passed 20-14.
Item 4 – to advertise the treasurer’s postion and salary – was
made a motion by Harlan Matasovsky, seconded by Vernon Winterhof,
and passed by a voice majority.
Vernon Winterhof then gave a “short” report of the Iowa
District West June 2018 Convention. He is also our lay representative to the
electoral circuit meeting for the LCMS 2019 convention.
Hardt adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm and we joined in
praying the Lords’ Prayer.
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HY-VEE RECEIPTS - Continue to drop off your HyVee
receipts all year long. There is a basket on the table in the
front entryway.
PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” With that
verse in mind, we are praying our way through the directory
(alphabetically). Families will be featured in each newsletter that everyone can pray for. Some items to include in your prayers might be if they
are sick, ask for healing and patience; if they are active members, ask
God to keep their faith strong; if they have not been in church recently,
ask God to help them reestablish connections with their faith; if they are near death, pray
for God’s blessings and assurance of their faith. The next members on our prayer list are
all the Phillips’ families: Brandyn (Amanda & Phoebe), Dale, Maribeth, Dean, Barb, Josh,
Justin, & Bill; Anna, Marna, Nyabiel, & Liz Pirdor; Katie Plagman, Mackenzie PlagmanStruve, and Colton Plagman-Fix; the Ponsors: Adam, Jay, Ladene, & Jared; the Porters: Eric,
(Julie), Kyle, Jason, and Ginny; Bradley Preston; Amanda Proczak; & Roberta Radke.
SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG - St. Paul writes in Romans 12, “I urge
you...to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and praising God - which is your spiritual
worship...We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.” Paul encourages
members of the body of Christ to use these gifts in the Lord’s service. One of the gifts
given to many people is the gift of music; they like to sing! If you have been so blessed,
consider being a part of the St. John Choir. The first rehearsal of the fall season will be on
Wednesday, September 5, 2018 at 7:30 pm. This is a great time for church music as our
worship includes Reformation, Thanksgiving, and Advent/Christmas season. We especially
encourage high school age members (who may already be part of high school groups) to
further develop their abilities in choir.
JOIN ST. JOHN ON FACEBOOK! - It’s pretty easy. Just search “St. John
Lutheran Church Storm Lake” on Facebook; then click “Like” and “Follow.” You’ll be able
to see activities, photos, weekly photos of the church sign, youth news, Faithbuilders
updates, and more!
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St. JOHN TO HOST ZONE LWML RALLY - The ladies of the Ladies’ Aid
and the Mary and Martha groups will host the Storm Lake Zone Rally on
Monday, October 1. Registration begins at 5:30 with a meal and fellowship
followed by the business meeting at 6:30. Speaker for the event is Peggy
Wunschel of Ida Grove, known for her inspirational presentations. This is a
great way to get acquainted with your sisters in Christ in the surrounding
churches. We hope that EVERY WOMAN in the congregation marks the date
on the calendar and makes an effort to attend.
RALLY SUNDAY ON SEPTEMBER 23! - You are invited to celebrate
Rally Sunday with Faithbuilders on Sunday, September 23rd! The teachers
and leaders will be commissioned during the service. The children will sing
during the 9:00 am service. Bibles and Catechisms will be presented at this
time as well. Please have the kids here by 8:45 am. There will also be a
Rally Sunday hot dog feed after Faithbuilders at 11:15 am in the church
basement. Hot dogs, peanut butter, and drinks will be provided. You are
asked to bring a side dish - think BIG as it’s a congregational event. Let’s
not forget that red Jell-O to make it an official Lutheran potluck! There will
be a sign up sheet for people to RSVP. We want to make sure we have
enough hot dogs and drinks. Please support Christian education and our
children at St. John! Everyone is invited.
IT’S TIME TO PREPARE FOR THE JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GATHERING - The
junior high youth (6th—8th grade) are invited to attend the IOWA Junior Youth
Gathering in Des Moines on October 27th & 28th. The 2018 Gathering is titled
“Delivered” and will be held at the Sheraton in West Des Moines. Please let Jerry
Johnson or Brooke Groat know if you are interested in attending this awesome event
and would like to get a registration packet. Registration is due by September 16,
2018. The 2018 Gathering will focus on Titus 3:5 and Holy Baptism. Contact Jerry
Johnson at johnson@bvu.edu, Brooke Groat at mackb1291@gmail.com, or your church
office for registration forms or questions. Adult chaperones are needed, too.
TREASURER POSITION - The Elders are seeking applications from St. John
members for the Treasurer position at St. John. The position will begin on or about
October 5, 2018 and will carry a monthly stipend of $250 (there will be NO benefits for
non-employees). Please send a letter of application detailing your qualifications to
Harlan Matasovsky by September 9, 2018.
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THE VOICE OF THE LUTHERAN HOUR IS CHANGING - Rev. Dr.
Michael Zeigler of St. Louis, MO has accepted the Call to serve as Speaker of the
Lutheran Hour. He will officially begin his duties with LHM on October 1 and will
broadcast his first sermon on Reformation Sunday (October 28). Zeigler has
served as the Pastor of Epiphany Lutheran Church in south St. Louis since August
2014. Prior to that, he was the assistant Pastor at nearby Timothy Lutheran
Church. Before becoming a Pastor, he served as an aircraft maintenance officer in
the Air Force. Rev. Zeigler and his wife, Amy, have four children. The Lutheran
Hour is the world’s longest running Christian radio program and currently airs on
more than 1,800 stations throughout North America. The program reaches more
than one million listeners each week.
OPERATION BARNABAS - You are invited to attend the conference titled,
“Called to Serve.” It will be held on Saturday, October 6th from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm at St.
Paul Lutheran Church in Carroll. Registration forms are available in the church office.
More details are on the flyer on the bulletin board.
COMING UP AT MISSION CENTRAL - You may want to schedule a visit to
Mission Central to see one of these missionary families in person. There are still several
dates to choose from in 2018 as well as one already on the schedule for next year!

• September 8, 2018 – Missionary Brian Gauthier and family from Panama at
1:00 PM
• September 19, 2018 – Missionary John Wolf and family from East Africa at
1:00 PM
• October 1, 2018 – Missionary David Preus and family from the Dominican
Republic at 1:30 PM
• October 8, 2018 – Missionaries Dale and Suzanne Kaster from Ghana – 1:00
PM
• November 8, 2018 – Missionaries Jonathan and Cheryl Naumann from Latin
America – 1:00 PM
• November 10, 2018 – Missionary Shara Osiro from Africa – 1:30 PM
• February 9, 2019 – Missionaries Mark and Megan Mantey – Uganda – 1:00
PM
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LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT— The Promise of Dawn is the first in a new
series by Lauraine Snelling (we also have the second book).
“When Signe and her husband, Rune, and their three boys
arrive in Minnesota from Norway to help a relative clear his land of
lumber, they dream of owning their own farm and building a life
in the New World. But Uncle Einar and Aunt Gird are hard,
demanding people, and Signe and her family soon find themselves worked nearly
to the bone in order to repay the cost of their voyage. At this rate, they will never
have land or a life of their own.
Signe tries to trust God, but she struggles with anger and bitterness. She had left
behind the only life she knew, and while it wasn’t an easy life, it wasn’t as hard as
what she now faces. When a new addition to the family arrives, Signe begins to
see how God has been watching over them throughout their ordeal. But, after all
that has happened, can she still believe in the promise of a bright future?”
To the Moon and Back by Karen Kingsbury. Did you like her Baxter Family series?
This is a new addition to that series. “Deeply emotional and beautifully romantic, To the
Moon and Back is an unlikely love story about healing, redemption, hope, and belief
that sometimes a new tomorrow can grow from the ashes of a shattered yesterday.”

The Proving by Beverly Lewis is a great Amish fiction book.
We also have a selection of non-fiction books, too. Here is one to consider…

No God, but One: Allah or Jesus? A Former Muslim Investigates the Evidence for
Islam and Christianity by Nabeel Qureshi. “Having shared his journey of faith in the
New York Times bestselling book Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus, Nabeel Qureshi now
examines Islam and Christianity in detail, exploring areas of crucial conflict and
unpacking the relevant evidence.
In this anticipated follow-up book, Nabeel reveals what he discovered in the decade following his conversion, providing a thorough and careful comparison of the
evidence for Islam and Christianity — evidence that wrenched his heart and
transformed his life.”
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Be Angry
By: Celeste Cummins
Sunday, August 12, 2018
Did the Epistle reading for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost (August 12, 2018)
surprise you? It surprised me. Right there in v. 26 it tells us we can “be
angry” (Ephesians 4:26). What?!? Aren’t we taught from little on that it’s a sin to be
angry? Didn’t our parents emphasize that we should avoid “bad” or “negative”
emotions such as hate, anger, depression, jealousy, fear, etc? Why does this verse tell
us it’s ok to “be angry?”
I spent the majority of the summer being angry at someone. He made a decision
that I did not agree with. In fact, I thought he was being pretty stupid, so I felt
justified in being angry at him. I saw him frequently and each time I saw him, the
temptation was there to ask him if he realized how stupid he was being or if he knew
what a big mistake he was making. But, I never said anything. Why?
Maybe that’s where the last half of this verse in Ephesians comes in. It tells us, “Be
angry and do not sin” (Ephesians 4:26). Ah! So, that’s the secret. We can be as angry
as we want, as long as we do not sin. Wait. What?!? Which one of us is perfect and
will not sin?
While it was sure tempting to sin and give him a piece of my mind, what did I do
instead? I exercised! Yep. Instead of turning to chocolate to appease my anger, I
took my frustration out with my bicycle. I began biking out to Cobblestone three
times a day (if you’re wondering, it’s a 7 mile round trip each time from my house).
Even in my anger, I tried not to sin, but instead, I strove to take care of the body God
had given me.
It seems like the key to this verse is in realizing that we should strive not to feel
those “negative” emotions (like anger), but realize that we are sinful, so we will feel
them. However, our goal is to learn from them, so that we become better Christians,
not bitter humans. I had to work on that, too, this summer – not to be bitter at this
person, but to learn from it and allow it to help me to become a better person. More
on that next month…
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

September Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Brooke Gaffney & Deb Matasovsky

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has been sponsored anonymously.

Altar Flowers
2nd - Ron & Jerene Neir
Anniversary
9th - Mom, Gram, “G.G.” - Naomi
Benna from her family

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
New members are always welcome.

16th - LaVerne Grigsby & family in
memory of Lanny Grigsby
23rd - Marge Otto
30th - Tim Redenbaugh in
memory of Michael Redenbaugh
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