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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

++++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Sunday School and H.S. Bible
Class begin at 10:30 am.
Alternating months beginning at
Grace on September 13th.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof). Pastor Lesemann’s
Bible Study is taking a break
while he fills the Newell vacancy.
ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Message from Pastor Lesemann
“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with
the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”
1 Corinthians 10:13
Have you ever wanted to escape from something and run as fast as you can in
the opposite direction?!? I know at various times in my life I fantasize doing that
(but don’t worry, I haven’t done it yet)!
Recently I have often been having the feeling that I am being pulled in many
directions with what seems like too many responsibilities - too many things all at
once to deal with. I’ve wondered if I should try to relinquish some of them, but I
feel that they are all things God is calling me to do right now. So…in the midst of
all of this, I am comforted by the Bible verse above of 1 Corinthians 10:13.
This verse tells us that for us as believers in Christ, God will not allow any
difficulty to come into our lives that we are not capable of bearing. That means
that anything that we are dealing with, anything that tempts us, any tragedy that
happens to us—God is going to get us through it.
Now that does not mean life will always be easy. On the contrary—the fact that
we may need a “way of escape” indicates that God sometimes allows difficult
trials to come into our lives. We may not believe that we can overcome them, we
may doubt our own strength to prevail, and we may even fail in the test. That does
not mean, though, that we are not capable of overcoming that particular
temptation. Whatever the temptation is, God promises that we will be able to
overcome it.
How about you? Are you going through a difficult time? Does it feel like too
much to bear? Take courage! God knows about it and is going to help you through
it! He will either send aid your way or give you what you need to bear the load.
And after the ordeal is over, you can look back and see how God in His loving
omnipotent care provided that “way of escape” just for you! Trust in Him!
In His grace,
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
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St. John and Grace will be partnering up
to share Sunday School!
The goal of the partnership is to create an exciting
and dynamic experience for the children to learn
about Jesus and how to share their faith. We will
be alternating months between St. John and Grace
where Sunday School will be held each Sunday
morning. Here are the key parts of the new Sunday
School partnership:
Alternate months of where Sunday School is held. Grace will begin hosting with
the first classes at 10:30 am on Sunday, September 13th. Grace will also host Rally
Sunday on Sunday, September 27. Then, St. John will host during the month of
October. Classes will be 10:30 am to 11:30 am to allow for travel time between
church service and Sunday school.
o October 2015: St. John
o November: Grace
o December: St. John
o January 2016: Grace
o February: St. John
o March: Grace
o April: St. John
o May: Grace
St. John and Grace will share the Cross Explorations curriculum and music.
Alternate and share Rally Sunday with the goal to have 1 service at 1 church on
that special Sunday to present Bibles, Catechisms and install teachers. Grace will
host 2015 Rally Sunday on September 27th. St. John will not have service or any
morning activities that day.
Alternate and share the Children’s Christmas Eve service. St. John will host the
2015 service. 2015 Christmas Eve practices will be held Sunday mornings.
We hope to include all grades including Prekindergarten to High School.

If you are interested in helping teach on a bi-monthly basis, please contact Deb
Matasovsky. We are looking for a teach for Lower Elementary, Upper Elementary, and an
Activity Leader. For more information, please contact Jerry Johnson.
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Mark your calendars for Rally Day on September 27, 2015: Grace
and St. John Lutheran churches are coming together for our 2015
Rally Day. Rally Day is the official kick-off to the new year of Sunday School. A joint 9:00 a.m. service will be held at Grace on Sunday, September 27, 2015. (Note: St. John will not have a worship service or other morning activities on that day). During the
service, the children will sing a song or two, we will present Bibles
and Catechisms, and we will install education leaders. After Sunday school and Bible Class, at approximately 11:00 a.m., we will have a potluck and social/
activity time. Smoked pork and chicken will be provided by the Board of Education. In order to make sure we have enough meat, please let us know if you will be attending and
whether you’ll bring a side dish or dessert to share by signing up in the narthex. If you’d
like to help out in other ways for Rally Day, please contact Melinda Tudor (299-4530 or
mrtudor20@yahoo.com). St. John will host 2016’s Rally Day.

Funeral services were held on July 25, 2015 at
10:00 a.m. for Gladys Wilde, age 95.
Following the service, a buffet luncheon was
served.
The Saturday group was in charge.
Scalloped potatoes and ham casserole and buns were
catered by HyVee. In addition salads, cakes, and
bars were provided by our members.
Those furnishing or serving the food included Jan Magnussen, Linda Zabloudil, Deb
Matasovsky Barb Hogrefe, Barb Haynes, Karen Fletcher, and Carolyn Goecke. Additional
salads, cakes, or bars were provided by Sally Wilkens, Karen Morenz, Joy Schuler, Ladene
Ponsor, Fonda Sievert, and Linda Falck. Additional workers included Dave Dose, Bob
Fletcher, and Ron & Linda Falck.
Thank you to everyone for helping.
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Where is Everyone?
By: Celeste Cummins
This question comes in many forms. “Where are all the people?” “Why don’t parents bring their
kids to church/Sunday School?” “Why isn’t anyone coming forward to teach Sunday School?”
“Why bother to have a potluck? No one shows up anyhow.” You’ve heard those comments, too.
Maybe you have even said them yourself.
We lament and question. We think this is a new problem and it’s the beginning of the LCMS
folding up. Yes, we’ve just come off the post war baby boom, so population is declining and there are
fewer people, families with fewer children, but is this a new phenomenon?
As the writer of Ecclesiastes declared, “What has been will be again, what has been done will be
done again; there is nothing new under the sun” (Ecc. 1:9). We see this in Genesis 18 as well. In this
chapter, Abraham pleads for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. He begs the Lord to spare the city if
there are 50 righteous people found there. God agrees. Abraham eventually talks Him down to 10.
But, we know, not even 10 could be found and it was destroyed. Do you wonder if that left Abraham
asking the same questions we ask, “Where are they?” “What happened to everyone?” Maybe, like
Elijah, you want to cry, “I am the only one left” (1 Kings 19:10).
The answer is simple. It comes down to one word: choices. Yes, to an extent, people have always
had choices because God gave us free will. But, the choices we have now are endless. Consider this
example: when you 70-80-90 somethings were growing up and a young girl got pregnant, what
happened? One of two things happened: she got married or she was shipped half way across the
country to help her ailing “Aunt Martha.” (Of course, we all know that was just an excuse to get rid
of her long enough to have the baby and come back without it, no one being any the wiser). In either
case, whatever her father said, she did. No questions asked. No choices given. Fast forward to now.
In that same scenario, the girl could get married, she could have an abortion, she could give the baby
up for adoption, or she could raise the child herself as a single mom. Choices. She now has the
freedom to decide for herself.
This reminds me of a conversation I had with one of the teenagers during the Wizard of Oz. This
teen told me that now a days, kids/people question things; they don’t just blindly accept what someone tells them. As a parent, I admit, it would be much simpler in the “good old days” when the parent
said, “Jump” and the child asked, “How high?” instead of saying, “No way! Can’t you see I’m
texting!” Life would be easier if people always agreed, always said yes, never fought. Divorces
would not happen. Finding people in churches to fill roles, teach Sunday School, or ship boxes to
Africa would be much easier. But, our free will has created choices, so life is not perfect.
Everyone has choices. Choices themselves are neither good nor bad. They are just something each
of us has to make. We each have to answer Joshua’s question, “Choose for yourselves this day whom
you will serve” (Joshua 24:15). Everyone has to choose for themselves if they will teach Sunday
School, go to potlucks, help at fundraisers, be a missionary in Africa, etc. Our role in this process is
two fold: first, we can pray that they make the choice that Joshua did (Joshua 24:15) and second, if
they do not choose that path, we can continue to pray that God will be able to use them in the best
way that He can using the skills He has given them.
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As summer comes to an end, NOW IS THE TIME
*To recommit ourselves to the Lord’s service
*To take an active part in the life of the congregation
*To help spread the Gospel
*To do something that keeps your own skills “tuned” and
helps develop skills
DID YOU REALIZE YOU CAN DO ALL OF THESE THINGS BY PARTICIPATING
IN THE CHOIR? We urge everyone, young and old, to consider using their talents and
gifts in the choir. This is a great way for younger people to gain musical experience….
and for everyone to really serve their Lord. We rehearse on Wednesday evenings at
7:30. First rehearsal for the fall season is September 2. Can we count on YOU?
WELLNESS INCENTIVE – St. John’s health insurance provider, Concordia Health Plan,
(CHP), is encouraging members of St. John to take an active role in maintaining their
health and well-being. To that end, CHP is asking St. John to support wellness among
our members. As an incentive, CHP will cap St. John’s 2017 Health insurance increase
at 4.9%. In order to qualify for the incentive, St. John must “identify a wellness champion who will lead the charge in spreading the culture of wellness” at St. John. If you are
interested in being St. John’s “wellness champion,” please contact Henry Hardt ASAP.
Thank you.

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS – Have you called Thrivent (1-800-847-4836) to
have your Thrivent Choice funds disbursed lately? You can call them any time of the
year to designate your funds to the non profit organization of your choice. St. John can
benefit greatly from the funds received as a result of this program. It costs you
nothing, yet it’s a wonderful way to practice good Stewardship!
LIFE END SEMINAR – St. Paul Lutheran Church (402 E 3rd St in Schaller) has received
a grant from the IDW to host a life end issue seminar. This event is scheduled for
Sunday, September 13th beginning at 1:00 pm. The main speaker will be Rev. Luke
Timm. Two separate breakout sessions will be presented by Rev. Max Phillips
(Lutheran Family Service Executive Director) and Toni Larson (LISW, LFS counselor).
There is a $5.00 fee for this event. A flyer with additional details has been placed on the
bulletin board. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor David or Lori Lyons
(712-275-4232) or St. Paul Lutheran Church (712-275-4191).
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ST. JOHN WOMEN WILL HOST LWML ZONE RALLY - The women of St. John
will host the LWML Zone Rally to be held Monday evening, September 28, here at St.
John using the theme, “The Harvest is Plentiful.”. Registration begins at 5:30 (there is a
registration fee of $5.00). An evening meal, served the by Ladies’ Aid and Mary and
Martha Group, opens the event. This will be followed by a program and business meeting beginning at 6:30 pm. Additionally, a cash donation/ingathering will be taken to
support Doug and Molly Peavy, missionaries to China. (Molly is the granddaughter of
Diane Krueger).
All women of the congregation are encouraged to attend. All women of the LCMS
are “Women in Mission” and considered members of the group.
The National LWML Convention was held in Des Moines last summer. Hear a
panel of ladies who attended relate their experiences and impressions on the program.
The Storm Lake Zone, along with the Sac City Zone, will host the District Convention next summer, and plans for that gathering are in the formative stages.
This is a good way to keep up with the outreach of our church women and get
acquainted with the ladies from other congregations.
BIBLE STUDIES AND DEVOTIONS - If you are running out of time and need to
find a Bible study or devotion, check out the LWML website (www.lwml.org).
Scroll to the bottom of the home page. On the bottom, click: Program Helps,
Bible Studies. That will bring up a list of 17 Bible studies. “More Sins, Please”
was written by Celeste. If you’d like a devotion, on the right side, click:
Devotions. About 70 choices will come up. Celeste has written three of these: A
Tech Savvy World, Extra Pieces, and What is Love. Share this with your friends!

THANK YOU - St. John has donated $265.00 which was used for the support of
missionary Alyssa Anders.
LCEF RETIREMENT WORKSHOP – The IDW LCEF team is offering a workshop to
explore the financial and emotional implications of retirement with the important added
question, “What’s God’s plan?” The free workshop will be held Thursday, September 17th at
Boulders Conference Center, 2507 Boulders Dr in Denison. Boxed lunches will be served at
6:00 pm with a short program exploring retirement options. Registrations are required and
can be made online at http://lcefuppermidwest.org/retirement or by calling the Iowa District
West office (515-576-7666).
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In our bulletin, we have begun to explain the parts of
the liturgy. In each newsletter, we hope to provide a
deeper explanation of each of these sections.
Introit (inn-TRO-it) - Traditionally, the Introit was the entrance hymn to the Divine
Service. It consists of antiphon (AN-tih-fonn), Psalm, Gloria Patri (GLOW-ree-uh PAHtree), and antiphon repeated. During the Middle Ages, it was shortened and lost its
function as an entrance hymn (LSB p. 152).
An antiphon is a refrain-like verse from Scripture that is placed before a psalm or canticle
or can be interspersed within a psalm.
Gloria Patri is Latin for “glory to the Father.” It is known as the “lesser doxology”
because of its reference to the Trinity. It is often added to the end of Psalms and other
liturgical texts. When it appears in our worship folder, it is printed in bold letters to set it
off from the Psalm and antiphon, as well as to indicate that it is something that the whole
congregation will join in saying.
Kyrie (KIH-ree-ay) - All around us we see the results of hatred, envy, lust, and greed. The
world is surely in need of God’s mercy! Through worship, the church pleads to God on
behalf of the whole world. While our prayers may not always bring about the immediate
response we are searching for, God, in His mercy, desires to bring relief to the pain and
suffering that is all around us. Often, our cries for mercy include a Trinitarian expression,
such as when the request is stated three times (Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord,
have mercy; see LSB p. 186 & 204) or by repeating the request in three verses of the same
hymn (see LSB 942 & 945).
Hymn of Praise - “Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, goodwill toward
men” (LSB p. 187) is known as the Gloria in Excelsis (GLOR-ee-ah in ex-SHELL-sis) and
begins the Hymn of Praise. These words are a reflection of the angels song to the shepherds
in the fields of Bethlehem on the night of Christ’s birth (Luke 2:14). Their praise
proclaimed the good news that the Savior had come to earth. Our focus during the hymn of
praise is rejoicing in this miracle of our salvation. Twice we sing “you take away the sin of
the world” (LSB p. 187-189). That is the heart and substance of our Christian faith. During
Advent and the penitential season of Lent, the Gloria in Excelsis is omitted from the liturgy.
In recent times, an alternate version of the hymn of praise has been used (“This is the
Feast” LSB p. 155 & 171). Other appropriate hymns can be substituted, as well.
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Salutation - In this greeting, the Pastor is blessing the people and we respond that the Pastor
would, in turn, be blessed, also (LSB p. 156). The Salutation occurs before the Collect of the
Day and at the beginning of the Communion liturgy. The words of 2 Timothy 4:22 indicate,
“The Lord be with you,” while in our worship folder, Pastor says, “The Lord is with you.”
Why the change? The first one seems to indicate a hope, a desire that the Lord would come to
us and be with us; the latter, however, assures us that the Lord is with us always, as He has
said in Matthew 28:20b, “I am with you always” (ESV).
Collect (KOLL-ekt) - The Collect of the Day is prayed toward the beginning of the Worship
service, prior to the reading of Holy Scripture (LSB p. 156). It usually consists of five parts:
address to God, basis for prayer, petition, desired benefit or result, and Trinitarian conclusion.











On Sunday, May 17th Cham Deng, Abigail Lesemann, Georgea Luedtke, and
Loggan Norwood were Confirmed at St. John. In preparation for their
questioning and Confirmation, each year the eighth graders have to
finish five statements.
As space permits, their answers will be
shared, anonymously, in the coming newsletters. The fourth question
the students answered was, “I wish to (and believe I am ready to)
receive the Lord’s Supper because…”

“...As it says in the Catechism a person who is truly worthy and well prepared has faith in
these words ‘given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’ But anyone who does not
believe these words or even doubts these words, is unworthy and unprepared for the
words ‘for you’ require all hearts to believe. You need the words ‘given and shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins’ and the bodily eating and drinking are the main thing in this
Sacrament. Anyone believing in these words ‘forgiveness of sins’ shall have exactly what
they say. For where there is forgiveness of sins there is also Life and Salvation. Therefore I
believe I am ready for the body and blood of our Lord and Savior and ready to be forgiven
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“...through faith I am ready to receive forgiveness of sins through the Lord’s Supper
because am truly sorry. I think of Jesus’ death and how he died just for us. I am ready
to receive his body and blood because of the sacrifice he made for us, and because I
believe that, as stated in Colossians 1:22, ‘He has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body
through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.’”
“...through faith we are ready and able to partake of the Lord’s Supper. I wish
to receive the sacrament because Christ instituted the sacrament for the very
purpose of strengthening and increasing our faith. And also as it says in the
Catechism, ’Christ commands or urgently invites us saying, This do in
remembrance of me.’”
“...Jesus tell us ‘This do in remembrance of me.’ He offers forgiveness and
blessings through Communion. It says in the catechism that to be ready to
receive the Lord’s Supper we must believe these words: ‘Given and shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins.’ I believe these words and thus believe I am ready.
I wish to receive the Lord’s Supper because God gives us forgiveness of sins
through it.”

Dear God, Thank you for the gift of children. Please watch over all children as they go back
to school this year. Keep them safe every day. Help them to remember that You are right
there with them in the halls and classrooms. Help them soak up good knowledge and to
dismiss any negative or worldly messages they may hear. Help them treat others with
kindness and respect, and to guard their hearts with the armor of Your Word. Give them joy
and peace as they put their trust in You. Amen (Source: Joyce Meyer Ministries)
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

September Worship Assistants

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL

Altar Guild:

Deb Matasovksy & Lona Stille

NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR SOUL

Greeters:

Saturday

THROUGH THE WORD.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

To God be all the Glory.

Sunday
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Dose
Acolytes:

Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Austin Gaffney

We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

Special Music

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has been sponsored by Willis and Lorna Lussman.

You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at
St. John.
The choir
rehearses each
Wednesday
night at 7:30
pm.

Altar Flowers
6th - Mom, Gram, G.G. - from Naomi
Benna’s family
13th - Ron & Jerene Neir
20th 27th -

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
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