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Faithbuilders
will start up
Sunday, Sept. 9th
at 10:15 a.m.
will be
Sunday, Sept. 30th
at 11:30 a.m.
with a Rally Roast
with Buck Denver.

St. John is having an

Sunday, Sept. 30th
At 4:00 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 23rd
following the
Church service,
Kristin Matasovsky

Staff and Special Events
Pastor Lesemann
Council Minutes
Funeral, Memorials, Chocolate, Kids
OGT Wish List & LCMS Basics
News & Notes
Know Your Church Family
Worship Assistants and Flowers
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Make plans to
attend these
three special
events at
St. John this
month!

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

of each month

of each month

++++++
Lutheran Hour Ministries
KAYL 8:00 a.m.
Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders, for ages 3 years
thru 8th grade, and the High
School Bible Class both meet at
10:15 a.m. on the 2nd Floor.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Classes meet at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof) and in the Library
(led by Pastor Lesemann).
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Message from Pastor Lesemann
Ephesians 4:2 “…showing tolerance for one another in love” (NASB)
Tolerance is a word that I have not heard much about lately. If anything it seems that the
issues of today are very polarizing. The far left or the far right are the ones whose opinions we
hear about on TV or read about, but in all these views there is never mention of how they are
sitting down together, trying to understand each other and successfully working out their
differences.
In a similar way, we Christians tend to be people who are quick to judge the views or
actions of others and not be very tolerant when showing tolerance is what we are to do! Now I
am certainly not suggesting we show tolerance for sin, but just tolerance (i.e. love) for the
sinner.
As one pastor said in an article I recently read, “…for too long the church has seemed to be
obsessed with the sins that we do not struggle with; after all, if I am pointing out the sins of
others I don't have to deal with my own.” HOW TRUE! It is so easy for us to criticize others
(if not to their faces then behind their backs) without taking into account that we are no better
(being just as sinful). But have we tried to relate to them, to personally talk to them about it?
Have we looked into their struggle?
We MUST (no option here) use the example of Jesus. He went to those whom others
condemned. He did not let the issue stop His love and concern for them. They ate together.
They talked about the issue at hand. He shared His desire for them while speaking His
Father’s truth in love.
I believe we have forgotten this! We don’t deal with outcasts, at least not in a loving way!
And love is so important in these situations because “when it is done so with a hateful spirit
then Jesus is NOT exalted, thus making the confrontation of sin sinful!”
So my prayer for all of us is that we would not be quick to judge but rather show love and
tolerance for those with whom we don’t agree. May we view their sin in the light that we too
are sinners: forgiven through the loving work of Christ on the cross.
In His grace,

Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
Quotes from Perry Noble, Christian Post Guest Columnist
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Parish Planning Council Minutes

Sunday, August 19, 2012

Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m.
Pastor Lesemann’s devotion was “Perfect Unity,” based on Colossians 3:12-14.
Love and forgiveness bind us as we work together in Christ’s kingdom and are
empowered to live Christian lives.
Treasurer’s Report - Karen Fletcher
In her submitted e-mail, Karen reports: As of August 15, 2012:
 Balance in checking to pay bills
$4,643.47
 Contributed to Thrivent in August
$890.00
 Thrivent balance in August
$2,731.00
 August memorials
$90.00
 Capital Improvement fund to date
$41,429.69
The trustees and lay ministers must proactively decide by September 17 if the
current health plan for St. John employees shall continue. The 2013 premiums
(benefits including health insurance, retirement, and disability on a monthly basis) will
increase 6.9% to $1,813. (FYI: Had we been on the previous plan, the increase
would have been 13%). This would require a budget increase.
Board of Evangelism - Audrey Gutz
The board will sponsor three socials in the fall (Sept, Oct, and Nov) and three in
the winter (Jan, Feb, and March). With the exception of September, the second
Tuesday of those months will be for cards, conversation, coffee, and treats; the third
Tuesdays will offer movies. The dates will be on the church calendar.
Audrey was appointed the liaison to spearhead St. John efforts to support Kristin
Matasovsky while she teaches for two years in South Africa. $58,000 is needed.
Board of Parish Relations - Linda Zabloudil
The board has been discussing future events and ways to involve more St. John
members to get involved in coffee hour and in those events.
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Pastor Lesemann
Jim Schroeder, the St. John estate planning advisor, will meet with the
Endowment Committee on August 28.
Confirmation begins Wednesday, September 5. The Grace seventh graders
will join ours here. The first Faithbuilders will be on September 9. September 30
is Rally Sunday.
Pastor will be in the Philippines the first two weeks of November - 16 days
including flight time.
The secretary will designate the lay minister “shepherd” for any new members.
Carmen Nikoley has been transferred from Methodist Manor to a nursing home
in Keokuk.
The trustees will be asked to consider and/or make arrangements for a regional
AA meeting in the basement of St. John in February. It would be held on a
weekend: Friday evening, all day Saturday, and from 8-11 a.m. on Sunday.
Executive Director - Henry Hardt
Hardt thanked the St. John members for their generous contributions over the
summer months and for their help with custodial duties. There is no update on
Renae.
The next parish planning meeting will be Sunday, September 16 at 11:15 a.m.
Hardt adjourned the meeting at 11:55 a.m. We closed by praying the Lord’s
Prayer.
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Funeral services for Gladys Johnson, age 84, were held on August 6, 2012 at
10:30 a.m. Following the service, a luncheon was served. Group 4 was in
charge. Scalloped potatoes and ham casserole and buns were catered by
HyVee. In addition, salads, bars, and cakes were provided by our members.
Those furnishing and serving the food included Lorna Lussman, Marge
Manteufel, Florence Goldsmith, Renae Norwood, Karen Fletcher, Denise
Betts, Carolyn Goecke, Marleen Otto, Diane Krueger, Linda Falck, and
Donna Truelsen.
Additional salads, cakes, and bars were provided by Ginny Porter, Marilyn
Mittelstadt, Jane Meyer, Deb Jesse, Karen Morenz, and Marge Otto.
Thank you to everyone who helped and furnished food.
Below is the complete list of 2012 memorials St. John has
received through August 20, 2012. If any are missing, please let
Celeste know. Thank you for remembering St. John in designating
memorials for our use. In memory of…
 Joy Peters $35.00 and a rug Dr.
 Lowell & Joy Peters $1,000.00
 Frieda Rydstrom $190.00
 Pastor Ed Lichtsinn $60.00
 Glenn Oatman $55.00
 Lyle Greiner $70.00
 Richard Shade $110.00
 Renae Jesse $10.00
 Donna Jesse $20.00
 Gladys Johnson $105.00
The memorials have been designated for use as follows:
 Capital Improvement Fund $1,175.00
 Music $70.00
 Altar Guild $20.00
 Undesignated $390.00
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Chocolate
By: Celeste Cummins

Chocolate. Rich, creamy, dreamy fun! Sweet pleasure. Most people can’t resist it. It’s tasty
to eat, but it can also teach you some very valuable lessons about life.
In the movie Forrest Gump, the very simple minded Forrest states, “Life is like a box of
chocolates.” The more you contemplate that statement, the more the reality of it becomes
apparent. It’s true for several reasons. Let’s look at a few.
When you take a piece of chocolate from the box, you don’t know what is inside of that
chocolate. Is it coconut? Nuts? Carmel? You don’t know what you’re getting. Life is like
that, too. Despite the carefully made plans we lay out for ourselves, we have no control over if
those plans succeed or not. Your goal may be to be the most successful carpenter in Storm Lake
and build elegant, beautiful houses, but a diagnosis of arthritis or a car accident which leaves you
paralyzed interferes with those plans. “For I know the plans I have for you,” God tells us at the
beginning of Jeremiah 29:11. It does not say He will enlighten us with those plans – they remain
just as hidden as the filling inside those chocolates.
After you have bitten into your piece of chocolate and you realize it’s not what you had hoped
for, do you put it back in the box? (only if you’re about 4 years old ) This helps us realize
another lesson about life: you can’t go back and request a “re-do” for the times you messed up.
The words you said in anger to your best friend or the time you had too much to drink and then
drove home causing an accident can’t be erased from the pages of your history book. When
Sodom and Gomorrah were
destroyed, God warned the people, “Don’t look back” (Genesis
19:17). While it may have been for a different reason, we should heed that advice, too: don’t
look back on the mistakes of your life. We go on knowing God who “is faithful and just will
forgive us our sins” (1 John 1:9).
A final lesson is greed and overindulgence. You can get too much of a good thing (too much
chocolate?! Impossible!) If you would eat the whole box of chocolates as soon as you opened
them, you would have indulged a little too much and there would not be a very pleasant result.
In life, there are people who get greedy and overindulge. They want the fastest car, the biggest
house, the largest bank account, a better spouse. That mentality is dangerous. Hebrews 13:5
tells us, “Be content with what you have.”
While our sinful nature makes it hard to follow these lessons, we strive by God’s help to do
so. When we are struggling, we are not alone. God encourages us, “Call upon Me in the day of
trouble; I will deliver you and you will honor me” (Psalm 50:15).
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St. John Youth News – The Banana Bible Bunch
St. John Banana Bunch Bible Study: The next Banana Bunch Bible Study is scheduled for
Sunday, September 165th at 7pm in the St. John Youth Room upstairs Maddy is guaranteeing
an awesome game. And of course there will be treats. Come, relax and have a BUNCH of fun.
Senior High Youth Gathering: Plan to POWER UP this fall at the Youth Gathering on
November 16-18, 2012 at the Embassy Suites in Des Moines, IA. The Theme for the gathering
is “Power Up” (Acts 1:8). This year’s gathering is another Iowa/Nebraska Lutheran event.
Students in 9th-12th grade should mark their calendar for this awesome experience. If you want
to attend the Gathering, please let Jerry Johnson know by September 16th. You will be
responsible for $90 and the youth group will cover the rest of the Gathering. Check out more
information at www.idwlcms.org or www.idwyg.org.
Junior High Youth Gathering: Any 6th, 7th and 8th grader is encouraged to mark their
calendar for October 27-28, 2012 for the Junior High Youth Gathering in West Des Moines, IA
at the Sheraton Hotel. The theme for the gathering is “Washed” with the music of Swen and
Dean. If you want to go and have a great time, please let Jerry Johnson know before September
12th! Registration is fast approaching, so we need to make sure meet the deadlines. You will be
responsible for $65. The youth group will cover the rest of the Gathering. I will register all of
us at the same time, so please let me know if you want to go. Check out more information at
www.idwyg.org.
LAST CHANCE TO BE A PART OF THE 2013 LCMS National Youth Gathering!: We
have one person signed up to go. If you want to go YOU MUST LET ME KNOW BY
SEPTEMBER 12th!! There is no turning back after that date if you change your mind.
WHEN: July 1 – 5th – 2013 plus two days before and after for travel time to TX and back.
(June 29 – July 7)
WHO: High School Youth Group – for those students who are, active in youth group,
church and Sunday school and will be14 years old and entering high school the fall
2013
WHY: To meet with other LCMS kids from across the nation and PRAISE THE LORD
TOGETHER!
THEME: "Live Love(d)” is the theme based on I John 4:9:
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son
into the world that we might live through him. (NIV)
** Continued on next page**
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COST: Best guess estimate at this time is $900 – 1000 per person. We hope to fundraise
most of it. Your personal out of pocket cost will be $150 minimum and hopefully
$300 maximum. We will have a better idea of the cost when we have the definite
number of how many youth will be going.

MEET BUCK DENVER! Faithbuilders begin Sunday, September 9 th at 10:15am after
the morning service. The students will be finding out What’s in the Bible with the help of
Buck Denver. We will be discovering the Old Testament and learning about the bible. There
will also be opportunities to listen and learn about many bible stories. Our mission project
will be helping Kristen Matasovsky on her missionary service trip to South Africa. So please
bring any loose change for the mission jar!
RALLY SUNDAY on SEPTEMBER 30th: Faithbuilders will also celebrate Rally Sunday
on September 30th with a RALLY ROAST with BUCK DENVER at 11:30am following
Faithbuilders. We will be serving hot dogs and ice cream. The entire congregation is invited
to attend and bring either a side dish or dessert. The children will also sing during the
morning service on Rally Sunday. If you have any questions, please contact Jerry Johnson
732-2775.
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Orphan Grain Train’s Wish List
1. Prayers for God’s blessings on this ministry.
2. Cash donations to pay for shipping, because:
The average cost to ship a box of donated goods is $10;
The average cost to sponsor a full shipping container overseas is $9,000.
3. Infants’ supplies

4. Medical Equipment and Supplies
(adult and crib sizes)
(hand-crank with vinyl mattresses)

5. Drug Store items—almost any non-prescription item you can buy in a drug store—such as:

6. School Supplies
-packs (student sizes)

Sports equipment such as soccer balls
7. Clothing (good used or new)

New underwear (only)—all ages and sizes (Customs officials will levy fines if used underwear is sent in our
shipments.)

Socks (good used or new)
8. Quilts, comforters, blankets, towels, washcloths
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LCMS Basics
Belief and Practice
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod teaches and responds to the love of the
Triune God: Father, creator of all that exists; Jesus Christ, Son, who became
human to suffer and die for the sins of all human beings and to rise to life again
in the ultimate victory over death and Satan; and Holy Spirit, who creates faith
through God’s Word and Sacraments. The three persons of the Trinity are
coequal and coeternal, one God.
Being “Lutheran”
LCMS congregations accept and preach the Bible-based teachings of Martin
Luther that inspired the reformation of the Christian Church in the 16th Century.
The teachings of Luther and the reformers can be
summarized in three
phrases: Grace alone, Faith alone, Scripture alone.
Sola Gratia (Grace alone)
God loves the people of the world, even though they are sinful, rebel against
Him, and do not deserve His love. He sent Jesus, His Son, to love the unlovable
and save the ungodly.
Sola Fide (Faith Alone)
By His suffering and death as the substitute for all people of all time, Jesus
purchased and won forgiveness and eternal life for them. Those who hear this
Good News and believe it have the eternal life that it offers. God creates faith in
Christ and gives people forgiveness through Him.
Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone)
The Bible is God’s inerrant and infallible Word, in which He reveals His Law
and His Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ. It is the sole rule and norm for
Christian doctrine.
(Information taken from “The Messenger,” a newsletter of Redeemer Lutheran Church and School, Stuart, FL—August 2012)
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SPONSORSHIPS FOR ORGAN RECITAL on Sunday, September 30th are
being requested. Please consider a gift to support this event by contacting the
church office (732-2400) or Lois Lytle (732-4087) before September 15th for
information on how your contribution will help cover the costs involved including the
guest organist, John Ourensma, tuning of the organ, programs, and the reception
following the recital. Your willing financial support of this event is important and
appreciated. The names only of the sponsors will be included in the program unless
you request to be anonymous.
THE GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP sponsored by Fratzke & Jensen, Sliefert, and
Mahaney Funeral Homes, along with the Buena Vista Home Care and Hospice, will
begin on Monday, September 10th. It is a 7 week support group held at Fratzke and
Jensen Funeral Home and led by Brad Smith. The group meets from 7:00 – 9:00 pm
each Monday night. A flyer with more details is on the bulletin board or you may call
732-1911, 732-5010, 288-4461, or 749-2741 to register or ask questions.

Events at Mission Central
The following missionaries will be at Mission Central this year sharing their
experiences around the world in the mission field.
Missionary Teacher Eric Kunkel (Southern China) - Sept. 17 at 1:30 pm
Dennis and Monta Denow (Bangkok, Thailand) - Sept. 19 at 1:00 pm
Jon and Julie Muhly (Warsaw, Poland) - Sept. 27 at 1:30 pm
Rev. Brent Smith (Russia-Eurasia Area Director) - Nov. 3 at 1:30 pm
Coral Rose (Pretoria, South Africa) - Nov. 8 at 1:30 pm
Edward Strohschein (Hong Kong) - Nov. 16 at 7:00 pm
Rev. Shauen Trump and family (Kenya East Africa) - Nov. 17 at 1:30 pm
Donna Meyer (Papua, New Guinea) - Nov. 24 at 1:30 pm
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HERE AM I, SEND ME - That’s what Kristin Matasovsky is saying. Kristin will be here on Sunday, September
23rd to give a presentation following the morning service about her future mission work. Kristin serves the Lord
through The Lutheran Church—
engaged in

Missouri Synod as a GEO missionary. (GEO missionaries are globally

outreach and serve in locations around the world for terms of 1-2 years.) In this role, Kristin

teaches at St. Peter Christian College, a Lutheran primary school in the township of Middelburg. She also builds
relationships with families in the community and looks for ways to share God’s love.
Kristin was born in Kearney, Neb., and she grew up in Storm Lake, Iowa. In 2007, she graduated from
Concordia University Nebraska, Seward, Neb., with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education and a
concentration in special education. Before moving to South Africa, Kristin taught second and third grade at St.
Paul Lutheran School in McAllen, Texas. She considers both St. John Lutheran Church in Storm Lake and St.
Paul Lutheran Church in McAllen to be her home congregations. In her spare time, Kristin enjoys photography,
crafts, reading and playing guitar. She has also participated in three short-term mission trips, including one to
Belize in 2005.
Please pray for Kristin and her work in South Africa. She writes, “Please pray for the transition process of
moving and becoming acclimated to my new home in a new
school family as we add more grade

culture. I ask for prayers for the growth of our

levels. I give thanks for providing strong support here in the United

States and for those willing to partner with me and the mission in South Africa.” Give thanks to God for Kristin’s
service to the people of South Africa.

Remember to come hear about Kristin’s plans on Sunday, September 23rd following the church
service.
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Hi – My name is Diane Krueger – some of you might remember me as
Diane Dierenfield – my mom and dad being Walt and LaVerne Dierenfield.
Mom and Dad moved from Schaller to a farm northwest of Storm Lake in
1947, which would have made me around 2 years old when St. John became
my home church. I was a member here until 1966 when Fred and I were
married and our adventure together began. We headed for Millington,
Michigan where Fred was called to teach 6th grade at St. Paul’s and I was
called to teach 2nd grade. A year later, our children began to arrive, so I
stayed home as a full time mother (absolutely loved it) and Fred continued to
teach Jr. High and principal through-out the Midwest. Fred’s work on earth
was finished in May 2012 and the Lord took him home to Heaven.
The Lord blessed us with four children:
Jim, his wife Michele, and three children – Corinne 17, Nathan 12, and
Katelyn 10, live in Saginaw, Michigan where Jim serves as Pastor at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church.
Mike lives in Maryville, Illinois and teaches 6th grade at Good Shepherd
Lutheran School in Collinsville, Illinois.
Our daughter Joni and family have lived in Sparta, Wisconsin for 19 years.
Warren teaches 5th grade at St. John. They have 4 children – Molly 21 and
husband Doug are newly weds and live in New Ulm, MN, Tyler 19, Audrey 16,
and Ian 14.
Dan and his wife Gloria live in Wahoo, Nebraska – BIG Cornhusker fans!
Dan works as an Internet Technician at the Department of Labor in Lincoln
and Gloria is taking classes at the U of N in Lincoln.
I’m in my 10th year of working at Head Start here in Storm Lake – love it!
I enjoy gardening, love photography, enjoy the outdoors, and so enjoy
visiting with my family and friends.
St. John has been a big part of my life and I am so blessed to still be a
part of such a wonderful congregation – all glory to God!
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Bill and Dee Phillips have been members of St. John since their
marriage 62 years ago August 27, 1950 .
Bill and his father started a trucking business called “Phillips and
Phillips Trucking” (which, by the way, Bill’s parents were members of St. John
for many years). While Bill was trucking cross country, Dee was busy at
home with 6 children. She taught Sunday school, Mid Week school, was
Ladies Aid president and secretary.
furthered her

After the children were older, she

education and became an LPN. She was a surgical nurse at

BV Hospital for 18 years.
After Bill’s father passed away, he stayed home to run the business as
a dispatcher and diesel mechanic.
After Dee retired, Bill decided to follow suit. He sold his business to
their son, Rick. He still goes to work every day to help Rick.
Bill and Dee live on a small acreage North of Storm Lake. Bill loves
and cares for his horses. Dee reads.
They enjoy their families: Steve (Peg), Rick (Donna), Deb, Jim (Renee),
Dale (Maribeth), Dean (Barb), 27 grandchildren, and 20 great grandchildren.
Their prayer is that God will continue to bless them, their children,
grandchildren, and church families.
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD
YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR
SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.

402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

September Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:
Greeters:

Deb Matasovsky & Lona Stille
Saturday
Still Available
Sunday
Jim & Linda Zabloudil
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Dose
Acolytes:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

To God be all the Glory.

We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

Available
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Available

The KAYL Broadcast for this month is
sponsored by Lois Lytle.

Special Music
You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at St.
John.
The choir rehearses each
Wednesday
at 8:00 pm.
Please join us!

Altar Flowers
2 - 60th anniversary of Willis & Lorna
Lussman on September 8.
9 - Still available.
16 - Ron & Jerene Neir’s anniversary on
September 6.
23 - Mom, Gram, “G.G.” (Naomi Benna)
from her family.
30 - In memory of Bruce Mandernach
and Ron Degner by Eileen.

WE WELCOME YOU TO
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