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Please join us at the  

“Welcome to St. John Dinner” 

for our new members! 
 

Sunday, October 6th  

11:30 am 

There is a sign up sheet on the table  

in the front entry. 
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  

KAYL 8:00 a.m. 

Every Sunday 

Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

       SECRETARY: 

     Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFF 

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof). 
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in 
the library at the same time.   

Faithbuilders - Classes 
meet at 10:15 am  

on Sundays! 
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“...not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 

some, but encouraging one another, and all the more 

as you see the Day drawing near.” Hebrews 10:25 
 

Recently I ran across an article that gave 10 reasons church members are attending less often. The 
two I want to write about: 1) guilt and 2) benefits.  

First about guilt…when I grew up, I was taught the importance of attending church as I am sure 
many of you were taught. And if I missed church I felt guilty about not being there. It is just what 
we were supposed to do. Yet the truth is that the number of people who feel guilty about not being 
in church on Sunday is shrinking. I regularly meet people who haven’t been in a church for months, 
even years, but can’t really give a good reason why. They sometimes say they know they should be 
there but can’t seem to bring themselves to it, or give the excuse of just being too busy. 

The second problem; many fail to see a direct benefit of church. People always make time for the 
things they value most. If they’re not making time for church that tells you something. People may 
even tell you they love the church, but if they aren’t attending chances are it’s because they don’t 
see a direct benefit for them in their lives. The questions we need to ask: Could it be because there 
isn’t much value in what we have to offer? Could it be because there is value that they simply don’t 
see? Either way, we need to ask ourselves: Is it what we are doing or not doing that leaves people 
feeling like there’s not that much value in attending? 

Of course attending church just because “we are supposed to” or out of guilt really isn’t a motivat-
ing reason. Yet God does want us to attend! The hope is that in attending church you will hear and 
learn WHY attending church is so important.  

In church we hear God’s Word and receive His gifts! We hear of His undeserved love for us given 
in His Son Jesus. And the truth is, in our sinfulness we need to be reminded of this often as we live 
in a world that constantly tries to pull us away from Him. And in church, we gather with our family 
in Christ and pray for each other and remind ourselves that we have people who care about both our 
physical and spiritual needs. We need to be in church! 

What is the solution? We are! You are! You who go to church know the benefits that it gives in 
being a part of the family of believers. You know the message we hear and the comfort we receive 
through His Word, a message of sins forgiven and everlasting life! Plus only in church do we regu-
larly receive the precious gift of His body and blood in Holy Communion. These are the benefits of 
which we can remind those whom we miss who are not attending regularly.  

The truth is, many of those who do not attend will not answer a phone call from their pastor!  But 
they just might answer a phone call from you!  Call them up and ask how they are doing.  Tell them 
you’ve missed them in church and ask how we can pray for them! May God grant us all strength and 
courage to reach out to our brothers and sisters in Jesus! 
In His grace, 
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann  
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Ladies’ Aid Meeting Notes 
    The regular meeting of the St. John Ladies’ Aid was held September 4, 2019 at 1:30 pm.  
Renae Norwood served as hostess for the afternoon.  Birthdays of June, July, August, and 
September were recognized.   
    Barb Walters presented the devotion, “Trust in the Lord.”  The program for the day was 
presented by Jan Magnussen and Deb Matasovsky who had attended the National          
Convention in Mobile in June.  They shared the enjoyable trip experiences, Bible studies,   
inspirational speakers, and the business of the meeting.   
    Roll call was answered by sharing a positive comment about the person sitting on your 
right.   
    The Fall Zone Rally will be October 7th at St. John - Alta with the theme, “Faith like a 
Mustard Seed.” 
 The proposed Fireside Kitchen remodeling plan was discussed.  It was decided that 
the memorial money given to the Ladies’ Aid be designated for that purpose, and that the 
Ladies’ Aid contribute $1,000.00 from its treasury for the project.   
 We are happy to welcome Deb Matasovsky as a new member. 

- - - - - - - - - - -   - - - - - - - - - -    - - - - - - - - - -  
Thank you to Group 3 and helpers who served at Lois Sahl’s funeral on August 9th.   

- - - - - - - - - - -   - - - - - - - - - -    - - - - - - - - - -  
Christian Fellowship Meeting Notes  

    The Christian Fellowship Society met September 22.  Pastor Lesemann led the opening   
devotion, “A Taste of Life,” reminding us that life is a mix of “good” and “bad:” the “bad” 
helps us appreciate the “good.”  Both fit God’s plan for us.   
    Our topic discussion for the evening was “Describe a Christian church member.”  The 
group felt it was much more than “having one’s name on the books.”  You are a Baptized 
child of God who believes that Jesus is your Savior.  Out of gratitude for His great love, you 
want to hear and study His Word and attend worship regularly, pray, volunteer service in the 
church and community, and financially support the church.   
    It was decided to divide the net proceeds from the Fourth of July booth as follows: $500 to 
the Youth group; $500 to IDW Missions; $500 to the church kitchen project, and the          
remainder would be kept in the CFS treasury to cover expenses for the Portals of Prayer     
distributed in the congregation (currently $800/year) and the floral landscaping at the church. 
    The group also decided to organize the St. John Pancake Supper which will be held Sunday 
evening, November 10.  More information to follow, but keep the date open on your calendar. 
    Refreshments were served by Barb Haynes.   
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  HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS - Please      
continue to bring them to church.  You may place them in 
the basket on the table in the front   entry.   
 

FROM THE FIRESIDE ROOM KITCHEN PROJECT COMMITTEE  
Thank you for all the great positive comments we’ve heard about the kitchen     
remodeling project.  BUT, we still need your help. We would like to order the   
cabinets from Menard's the next time they have their 11% rebate sale. We are 
ready to get started but need your financial support to get the ball rolling. Please 
prayerfully consider donating to this new and exciting look for St. John! Thank 
you! 
 

Take a Journey - to Mission Central this Month! 
    On Friday, October 4th, Jamielynn Tinkey will talk about her work in the    

Dominican Republic at 3:00 pm.  Following her at 3:30 pm will be Ashley Lehr 

who will talk about working in Puerto Rico.   

    Tuesday, October 8th will bring Rev. Walter & Robyn Steele to Mission 

Central at 1:00 pm.  They will be speaking about working in Kenya.   

 

Do You Wonder What They are Up to at Camp Okoboji? 
• October 5th & 6th - Father/Son Retreat 
• October 6th - Omelet Brunch for JOY Camp 
• October 19th & 20th - Camp Representatives will be at the IDW 

Junior Youth Retreat 
• November 1st - 3rd - Beginning Experience 
• November 2nd - Treasurer Workshop 
• November 8th - 10th - Fall Women’s SPA Retreat 
• November 15th - 17th - Camp Representatives will be at the IDW 

Senior Youth Retreat 
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The ABC’ of Life’s Directions 

The 26 letters of the English alphabet are so intelligently arranged…. 
they show you the way of life (copied from a post on Facebook).   

 
 

Always 
Be 
Cool. 
Don’t have 
Ego with 
Friends and family. 
Give up 
Hurting  
Individuals. 
Just  
Keep 
Loving 
Mankind. 
Never 
Omit 
Prayers. 
Quietly 
Remember God. 
Speak 
Truth. 
Use 
Valid 
Words. 
Xpress 
Your  
Zeal. 
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Something Subtle  

By: Celeste Cummins 

Tuesday, July 2, 2013  

 

    Elijah was discouraged, so he crawled into a cave to hide from life.  There, in the 

cave, he heard a voice tell him to go out of the cave and stand on the mountain 

before the Lord.  As he did, he witnessed some amazing things: a “great and 

strong wind [that] tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks,” an earth-

quake, and a fire.  But, God was not in any of these amazing displays.  He was in 

“the sound of a low whisper” (1 Kings 19:9-12).   

    My grandpa got me hooked on baseball when I was a young girl.  This story 

about Elijah reminds me of a baseball game.  When you go to a baseball game, you 

want to see the amazing plays, the excitement of a home run, the thrill of the    

runner sliding across the plate just before the catcher tags him.  Most people 

don’t attend baseball games to watch the batters strike out or to walk.   

    It was the bottom of the 3rd inning and the score was tied 9-9 in the champion-

ship game for the 3rd/4th grade tournament.  The bases were loaded and there 

were two outs.  The face off between the pitcher and batter ended with the batter 

walking, forcing in the run and making the score 10-9.  The inning ended and so 

did the top of the 4th.  As the players were running off the field to transition to the 

bottom of the 4th inning, the umpire yelled, “Line up!”  Little League games have 

some different rules, including the one that ended this game: another inning can-

not be started after the teams have been playing 1 hour, 20 minutes.  Since the 

home team was already ahead, there was no point in playing anymore.  The game 

was over and the championship had been clinched!   

    As proud parents and grandparents came onto the field to observe their        

athletes getting their medals, I told Matthew, “Never underestimate the              

importance of a walk.  It was your walk in the bottom of the 3rd inning that scored 

the winning run.”   

    Keep watching for evidence of God all around!  Sometimes God uses the subtle 

things in life to get our attention and to fulfill His will.  Homeruns are great, but 

you never know how significant that little walk might be.   
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October Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:  Sharen Peters & Lynn Schable 
 
Bell Ringers:    Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  
   Renae Norwood      
  Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

   Dave Stille 
            

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  
has been sponsored in thankfulness to God.  

 WE WELCOME YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  
       Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m. 
        Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.  
              

              402 Lake Ave  
   Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 
      Phone: 712-732-2400 
   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 
       Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org 
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake 

Altar Flowers 

6th - Harold & Jan Redenbaugh 
for our children 
 
13th - Lyle & Karen Morenz for 
our daughter and grandson 
 
20th - Hardts  
 
27th - Dan & Laurie Gaffney for 
their anniversary 

 
 
 
 
 

Musicians are encouraged to share 
their talents during our worship   
services throughout the year.  If you 
play an instrument or would like to 
join the choir, please contact our 
music director,  Suzanne Winterhof.  
New members are always welcome.  

St. John is a member of 
the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod (LCMS) 


