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October is Pastor Appreciation Month
Even though we appreciate Pastor every day,
take some time this month to express
your thankfulness to him - and for him.
Prayer ideas for each day of the month can be found
on p.11 and on the bulletin board at church.
Staff and Special Events
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders meets upstairs
at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday.
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Martin Luther
In honor of our celebration of the Reformation this month, I’ve been doing a little reading about
Martin Luther. I want to share a few interesting facts I’ve picked up that you may not have heard.
First of all, did you know that Luther was not an only child? Although we don’t know much about
them, he had eight siblings! We know only one by name - an older brother Jacob. Besides him and
Luther only three sisters survived into adulthood.
Interestingly, as a schoolboy Luther preferred music to any other subject and became proficient at
playing the lute. Yet he gave away his lute when he entered the monastic cloister at age 21.
Luther was a popular and even a funny academic, and although he mastered Latin he preferred to
write a lot of his works in German. His use of German was a blessing, as it was the common
people’s language and allowed them to read and grasp the ideas and deep theological concepts
which Luther coupled with effective illustrations. He was also known to have a charismatic sense of
humor both in and out of the pulpit. And, dare I say, he probably had personality more like Trump
than Billy Graham. Yet all in all, his insults, sense of humor and use of German turned him into a
real hero of the people.
Luther translated Erasmus’s Greek New Testament into German at the headlong rate of more than
1,500 words per day. He wrote at least 10 books and collaborated in the translation of the Old
Testament that was completed in 1534. He also wrote at least 42 hymns and preached two to three
times a week, writing thousands of sermons.
Luther was also a family man, and although he didn’t imagine himself getting married, when
Katharina von Bora wouldn’t marry anyone one else he finally relented. He affectionately referred
to her as “Mrs. Kathy.” It is said that the two loved going fishing and for walks around their garden
together. They brought three baby boys into the world and three daughters, however, two of the girls
died when they were very young. They also had a pet dog. The two loved each other to the end and
Kathy died six years after her beloved prince passed onto glory.
Following the practice of naming a “heresy” after its leader, the name Lutheran originated as a
derogatory term used by Johann Eck during the Leipzig Debate in July 1519. Even though this term
stuck, it did not suit Luther as he preferred to describe the reformation as “evangelical,” which is
derived from the Greek word meaning “good news.”
Luther was crippled by sickness much of his life and struggled with kidney stones, vertigo
(possibly caused by Menière's disease), fainting, arthritis, horrific migraines, depression, tinnitus in
his infected ears and other infirmities. But it was in the midst of such suffering that Luther continued
ministering and thus appreciating the grand apostolic truth of 2 Corinthians 12:9: “My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.”
We praise and thank God for the work He did through Luther. May we be open to be used by God
for His work as well!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce Lesemann
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St. John Voters’ Meeting

Sunday, August 27, 2017

Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order. Twenty-nine
communicant members were present.
Pastor opened with Scripture and prayer.
Minutes of the January voters’ meeting were approved, and there was no
unfinished business. Printed reports of many of these boards were included in the
July newsletter.
Karen Fletcher - Treasurer
Karen thanked Diane Overmohle for her assistance. She reported that she
will oversee Celeste as she learns the online QuickBooks system, writes checks,
and makes deposits. Karen herself will continue to take care of payroll, insurance,
and taxes.
The mid-year treasurer’s report was included in the July newsletter. Today
Karen referred to the printed up-dated treasurer’s report handed out to the voters
and then briefly clarified the capital improvement fund with respect to buying two
new doors. At her suggestion, a motion was made and seconded to approve
Ladene Ponsor as the signer on the checking account; it carried with 100% voice
vote.
Motions were made and seconded and passed by majority voice votes to
allocate the $125 in 2017 undesignated memorials and the $3,221 in 2017
Thrivent contributions to the St. John Capital Improvement Fund.
Committee Reports:
Lay Ministers - Harlan Matasovsky
Several lay ministers are needed for the board.
Evangelism - no report
Young People and Christian Education - Jerry Johnson
Printed and handed out before the meeting; also in July newsletter.
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Stewardship - no report
Church Properties - Kevin Jesse
The trustees’ six-month report was printed in the July St. John
newsletter. Today, Kevin reminded the voters that the trustees are the clearinghouse for all St. John repairs and explained that their Number One priority now is
the roof. Its replacement and repairs have been contracted; however, additional
funds may be needed for other potential damage. The Number Two project is the
sealing of the windows, and Number Three is the doors to the west and to the
educational building.
Parish Relations - Deb Matasovsky
Deb reported on the recent activities of this committee. The June report
was included in the July newsletter.
Administrative Boards:
Harlan Matasovsky - Endowment Fund
The printed report is available upon request from Henry Hardt.
Bob Fletcher - Purchasing Agent
“Everything’s working great!” June report in July newsletter.
Executive Director’s Report:
Hardt: “Things are going very well.”
Pastor Lesemann’s State of the Parish Report:
Included in the July newsletter.
A few additions: one more wedding, two more Baptisms, and another
child of St. Peter Newell parents. Pastor will have two students in Confirmation
class.
Pastor also reported that Paul Chuol and his family will be moving to
South Dakota; therefore, we will no longer be funding one-third of his pastoral
training.

**The voters’ meeting minutes continue on the next page.
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New Business:
After some review and discussion, a motion was made and seconded to
continue the same fringe benefits for St. John employees in 2018. Details of the plans
for health insurance and health reimbursement arrangements were included in the
July newsletter, and additional information was handed out at the meeting and is also
available upon request from Hardt. The actual amounts will be determined at the
budget meeting for voters in December.
Pastor reported that Vernon Winterhof and LeRoy Reimer have been
designated as lay representatives to attend the circuit forum for the 2019 LCMS
Convention. Other candidates and delegates must be nominated and elected at the
December voters’ meeting.
The meeting was adjourned. We closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.

Jan Magnussen reported on the National LWML Convention in Albuquerque,
New Mexico, at the meeting of the Ladies’ Aid on September 6th. During the last
biennium the group raised over two million dollars in mites for missions. The group
celebrated the 75th anniversary of its founding with a Diamond Dazzle gala. Jesus and
spreading His Gospel is the focus in all we do.
Hostess for the meeting was Joann Oatman who served refreshments. Diane
Krueger opened the meeting with devotions based on Psalm 23. Twelve members
answered roll call by telling of a great kindness someone had done for them. Three
guests were welcomed: Linda Falck, Alice Grundmeier, and Gladys Mandernach.
It was announced that the Fall Zone Rally would be September 25th at St. Peter,
Newell. Donna Truelsen and Jan Magnussen plan to attend the Mission Central
Woman’s Gathering on September 9th.
***
***
***
***
***
***
A funeral service for Richard Johnson, 66 years old, was held on September 18, 2017
at 10:00 a.m. Group 2 was in charge. Thank you to everyone who helped serve the food and
helped clean up.
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PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians
6:18 states, “be alert and always keep
on praying for all the Lord’s people.”
With that verse in mind, we are praying our way through the directory (alphabetically).
Families will be featured in each newsletter that everyone
can pray for. Some items to include in your prayers might
be if they are sick, ask for healing and patience; if they are
active members, ask God to keep their faith strong; if they
have not been in church recently, ask God to help them reestablish connections
with their faith; if they are near death, pray for God’s blessings and assurance of
their faith. The next members on our prayer list are Grace Davis (and her
parents, Eric and Martha), Jordan Davis, Ken & Jolene Davis, Dalton & Brandon
Demers (and their parents, Daniel and Kelly), Michael Demers, Peter DePuma,
April DeWall Alejandrino, Kevin, Tina, and Craig Dewey, Lori, Zach, and Jacob
Dicks (and Jason), David Dierenfeld, Jayson Dirks, Dawn Dittman (Jeffrey and
Taylor), Kyle, Amanda, Sophia, and Elijah Doonan, David & Donna Dose, and
John, Lisa, Josie, and Taylor Dukes.
GARDENERS, we wish to thank those who shared their fruits and vegetables with their St. John’s church family. It is so appreciated to receive fresh
things that were home grown! God’s blessings to you all for picking and bringing these items. Marvin & Laura Bumann
GRILL OUT AND BAGS BATTLE 2 ON OCTOBER 8: Grace and
St. John Junior High and High School youth are invited to grill and
chill! Our next Youth Group Hangout is hosted by Pastor Ketcham and
his family. You’re invited to the GRILL OUT AND BAGS BATTLE 2 on
Sunday, October 8 at 4:00pm-6:00pm at Pastor Ketcham’s home
(Grace parsonage-504 Gran Drive). We will again enjoy grilling out and
playing Cornhole plus Human Foosball! You don’t need to bring anything except yourself. Please RSVP (johnson@bvu.edu) if you are planning to attend the hangout.
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GARAGE AND BOOK SALE – The Buena Vista County Historical Society is
having a garage/book sale on Thursday, October 5th from 8 am – 6 pm; Friday,
October 6th from 9 am – 6 pm; and Saturday, October 7th from 9 am – 1 pm. There
will be lots of great bargains, miscellaneous (fun) items, and books. Please come!
Have fun looking and, of course, spending money. Please use the Railroad Street
entrance. If you have any items you would like to donate for the sale, please drop
them off before October 2nd. We are open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday. 12:00 – 4:00 week days and 10:00 – 2:00 on Saturday.
Thanks for donating items and stopping in for the sale!
THANK YOU for the $447.00 that was given to Rev. Douglas and Angie
Thompson & Kevin Kong as well as the $182.00 that was given to Rev. Mark &
Susan Moss. This money will help these missionaries continue to witness to others
about Jesus.
LWML SUNDAY will be observed on October 7th & 8th at St.
John. Please start saving your noisy coins (and your quiet
bills!) for our annual “Noisy Can” collection, which will take
place following the regular offering. All of the money
collected in the “Noisy Can” will go to District and National Mission Grants that
were voted on at convention. There will also be a collection box in the front hallway for sweatpants and deodorant for Storm Lake Elementary School. Sweatpants
can be new or gently used (in good condition), child’s size small and medium, in
neutral colors. Individual small deodorants are needed for the fourth grade
hygiene talks. Thank you for helping!
ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH DIVORCE? Divorce is never easy for anyone, whether you are the couple getting divorced, a child of the couple, or a
friend. On the next page is a devotion written about “Recovering from Divorce.”
Our library also has some good books on the subject. Two books that I have read
are “Life after Divorce” by Bobbie Reed and “Without This Ring” by Donna Pyle.
On the back cover of the second book, the author writes, “This is not a twelvestep process that guarantees life will work out the way you want. It’s a beenthere-done-that, heart-to-heart, faith-filled, hope-fueled approach. For you.” Both
of these books are good resources to help you through your own divorce - or to
help you understand the struggle of someone you know who is experiencing a
divorce. Check them out today!
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Recovering from Divorce
“I, even I, am the Lord, and apart from Me there is no Savior” (Isaiah 43:11).

Divorce is one of the most painful things the human heart can experience.
If it’s happened to you, you know that’s true. If it hasn’t, be grateful and show
compassion towards those who’ve been devastated by it. Have you been
crushed by someone you trusted? Does loneliness overwhelm you in the
midnight hours? Do you feel as though your hands are completely tied? Does
it upset you because your friends don’t seem to understand? Don’t despair your present circumstances will change. You will recover; you will rebuild; you
will not stay down. It will take time, and you’ll have to invest some effort. You
will experience pages of sadness in your diary of success, but by God’s grace
you will learn to live again and love again. As you draw close to God and
search His Word, He will reveal to you the secret of inner peace, and how to
take back your life. If you are the innocent party, read this Scripture and hide
it in your heart, “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their
wounds” (Psalm 147:3). If you are the guilty party, remember you haven’t
committed the unpardonable sin.
So your failures are forgivable and
forgettable. God’s promise to you is, “I, even I, am He who blots our your
transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more” (Isaiah
43:25). Whether you are the innocent or guilty party, the word for you today
is, “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past...I am doing a new
thing! … I am making a way” (v. 18-19).
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me be supportive and compassionate to those
who have or are going through divorce. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Written by Tim Hetzner, President of Lutheran Church Charities, August 13, 2017
Devotion@lutheranchurchcharities.org
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What Else Can Go Wrong?
By: Celeste Cummins

Do you ever have days when you wonder, “What else can go wrong?” You wake up
late. You hurry through your morning routine hoping to get to work on time. However,
you get caught behind the train, so you end up late for work. Then, you realize you
weren’t just late for work, but you are late for an important meeting. You try to sneak into
the meeting in a quiet manner, only to have the door give a loud creak as you open it,
announcing your arrival and causing everyone to stop and stare at you. Embarrassed, you
sit down. The rest of the day only gets worse.
That’s the kind of day the widow in 1 Kings 17:17-24 was having. In the previous
verses, she is gathering her last meal when Elijah shows up and asks her for food.
Already she was running out of food and now a stranger shows up asking for some!
Elijah encourages her and tells her that God will be with her. Things seem to be going
well until “later” when our story begins. The son had gotten sick and died, which causes
the widow to wonder what Elijah has against her.
Life was certainly progressing from bad to worse for this widow! She just needed a
break. As if being a poor widow weren’t already enough to deal with, there was a famine
in the land and now her only hope for improvement in the future (her son) had died. For a
parent, this is probably the worst imaginable thing, for your own child to die.
Understandably, she becomes frustrated at Elijah. However, Elijah does not take it
personally. He pleads with God and the son is brought back to life. It is at this point that
the widow realizes Elijah was sent from God to help her, not to harm her.
How often are we like this widow? When things go wrong in our life, we blame God
and question why He would inflict such a problem on a faithful believer like ourselves.
Many times we continue to question God and to doubt His love until, like the widow, we
see a happy ending to our problem. Is this fair to God when we act like this? No, it is not,
yet in a way, He expects it because we are sinful, fallen creatures who act like spoiled
children, just desiring what we want. Instead of questioning God, it would be so much
better if we had the faith of Job, who responded to his wife’s plea to “Curse God and die”
with the words, “Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” (Job 2:9-10).
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

October Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Lyle/Karen Morenz and Lynn Schable

Greeters:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Stille
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Acolytes:
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
is sponsored in memory of Marlys Faber.

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
The choir will rehearse each
Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm.
New members are always welcome.

Altar Flowers
1 - Doonan’s 2nd Anniversary
8 - Doonan’s—In memory of
Willis Lussman “Papa Church”
15 - In memory of Mike Porter
by Ginny and family
22 - Hardts in Memory of Lynn’s
Dad
29 - Dan & Laurie Gaffney
Anniversary
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