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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders will be held at St.
John during October. Classes meet
each Sunday morning at 10:15 am.
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof). Pastor Lesemann’s
Bible Study is taking a break
while he fills the Newell vacancy.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
I Forgive You
“I forgive you.” When was the last time you said
that to someone? Those three words usually carry a lot
of weight. It is usually not an easy thing to say. Nor is
it a trivial matter, as forgiveness is central part of our
faith. Do you struggle with saying those three words to
someone? If so, please consider the following points
when struggling to forgive.
First of all, we need to realize and remember that as
believers, we all are in need of and receive God’s forgiveness in Christ. As Romans 3:23 reminds us, “For
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” As
sinners, we have been on the other side of the fence,
very much in need of someone to tell us, “I forgive
you.” If we don’t start with our own need of forgiveness, the rest of what I tell you may be a struggle. Jesus
approached many in His ministry and dealt with their
need for forgiveness. One of the most memorable is in
Luke 7:37-50. Here a woman came to Jesus and
washed his feet with her tears. Jesus said this about her,
“Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are
forgiven for she loved much. But he who is forgiven
little, loves little.” We need to realize the depravity of
our own innumerable sins before God and how great
the chasm is that was crossed in giving us Jesus. We
deserve to literally “burn in hell” for our sins, but God
has forgiven us because of Jesus. When we consider
this, we can see a reason to forgive the sins, by comparison small, that others have committed against us.
Secondly, forgiving a person means we then do not
seek revenge on the person who wronged us. This is
something I struggle with myself. If I forgive someone,
but then still go on defaming that person by speaking
about them or treating them in a way that isn’t helpful
but harmful, have I really forgiven them? (Mind you,
this may be an ongoing process to stop doing.) Rather
let us do as Romans 12:17-18 tells us, “Repay no one
evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in

the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all.”
Yet there are some things forgiving someone doesn’t mean. To begin with, when we forgive someone,
that doesn’t mean we are pardoning or excusing their
bad behavior. And it doesn’t mean you won’t have any
more feelings about them or the situation. On the contrary, it may still hurt every time you think about it! It
just means that you are going to work on not holding it
against the person who committed the wrong.
Next, forgiving someone doesn’t necessarily mean
things go back to normal with the person who wronged
you. Think of that old saying, “Fool me once, shame on
you; fool me twice, shame on me.” We don’t need to
keep putting ourselves in a situation to be wronged
again.
And finally, forgiveness isn't necessarily something
you do for the person who wronged you; rather it is
more something you do for you and especially because
of your faith in Christ. Sometimes people don’t want
our forgiveness or even think that they need it, but we
need to forgive! The Mayo Clinic website states that
being unforgiving might cause you to: “Bring anger
and bitterness into every relationship and new experience, Become so wrapped up in the wrong that you
can't enjoy the present, Become depressed or anxious,
Feel that your life lacks meaning or purpose, or that
you're at odds with your spiritual beliefs, [or to] Lose
valuable and enriching connectedness with others.”
Christ himself commands us, “love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44) He
knows what he is talking about!
One final comment on forgiveness. It is not something we have to do alone. God wants to help us. Rely
on Him for strength, courage, patience and more to do
this difficult task. He will help you even if you have to
do it over and over and over again! God is gracious and
merciful, that is why He sent Jesus.
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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HOT NEWS FROM CFS
Fourteen members were present when the Christian Fellowship Society met on
September 25. Pastor Lesemann opened the meeting reminding us that the Lord puts us
in special places at special times and equips us to handle special situations.
The profit from the Fourth of July booth had been designated to pay for the cement work
around the church. The group voted to also pay for the overrun on the estimate. Other
contributions from CFS to the congregation included funding the VBS meal in July and
the quarterly payment for the Portals of Prayer devotion booklets. The group also voted
to send a $1000 gift to Camp Okoboji to be dedicated to the Discover building project.
The group agreed to organize the St. John Pancake Supper to be held the traditional
second Sunday in November (November 13). The evening of December 11 was set as
the date for the group’s annual Christmas dinner.
Bingo was enjoyed by those present. Sheila Jesse served refreshments.

LADIES’ AID MEETS
Ten members gathered on September 7 for the regular meeting of the Ladies’
Aid. Donna Truelsen was the hostess. Roll call was answered by telling of a woman in
the Bible whom you admire.
Naomi Benna led devotions with the theme, “The Lord is my Rock.” She
recalled references to various rocks in the Bible and told of some of the special rocks she
has collected with children and grandchildren including one from the Tigris/Euphrates
River….did Adam and Eve walk on it? She admonished us to be “living stones” built on
the rock of faith.
The topic of the day was presented by women who had attended the District LWML
Convention last June which had been hosted by the Sac City and Storm Lake
Zones. Donna Truelsen reported on the business sessions and the inspirational
speakers. Suzanne Winterhof, who had served on the host committee, reported on the
work of that group and new ideas that had been successfully tried at the gathering. She
distributed leftover daily newspapers to help women understand better what happens at a
convention like this.
The July, August, and September birthdays of members were acknowledged. We were
informed of the upcoming Zone Rally on October 3 at St. John, Alta. Initial plans were
made for LWML Sunday observance on Oct. 22-23.
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FUNERAL LUNCHEON
A luncheon was served on Friday, August 26th for family and guests following the
funeral of Chad Falck at our church. A ham and scalloped potatoes hot dish was
catered by HyVee. Salads and cake/bars were furnished by Dana Benna, T. R.
Benna, Celeste Cummins, Amanda Doonan, Lori Dicks, Donna Dose, Cindy Fetrow,
Karen Fletcher, LaVerne Grigsby, Carolyn Goecke, Alice Grundmeier, Megan
Hammer, Marlene Hansen, Lynn Hardt, Leah Hoffard, Delores Holliday, Sheila Jesse, Peg Johnson,
Diane Krueger, Lois Lytle, Marilyn Mittelstadt, Joann Oatman, Loretta Rehnstrom, Lois Sahl, Donna
Truelsen, Barb Walters, Sally Wilkens, and Suzanne Winterhof. Additional volunteers who worked
included David Dose, Bob Fletcher, Audrey Gutz, Johnny Johnson, Ron & Jerene Neir, and Gilbert
Wilkens. A special thank you to our custodian, Renae Norwood, for having our church facilities in
immaculate condition and assisting with the setup of tables and chairs on Thursday. A sincere
thank you to everyone who helped.
LWML Zone Rally-October 3
The Storm Lake Zone LWML Rally will be held on Monday, October 3, at St.
John, Alta (Hanover). Registration begins at 5 p.m. with the evening meal
followed by the program. Speaker will be Sue Thayer of Cornerstone for Life,
am organization which is a recipient of an Iowa West LWML Mite Grant. The
offering for the evening is designated for Cornerstone for Life, and it is also the
focus of the ingathering. (See poster on LWML Board to learn about needed
items.)

LWML Sunday to be Observed
St. John will observe its annual LWML Sunday on the weekend of October 22-23 with this
year’s theme being “Come and See.” A display of the work being done by the organization
celebrating its 70th year in Iowa West and will observe its 75th year as a national organization
In 2017 is planned. The impact of the organization is shown by the over 100 million dollars
that have been raised by LCMS women for mission projects during that time and the countless lives that have been affected by their generosity. That commitment has also brought
members closer to their Savior through service to others. “Come and See” what LWML is
doing “to assist each woman in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is
enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world.”
We also plan to have a noisy can offering again this year which gives all an opportunity to
support LWML work. Now is the time to save those pennies, nickels, and dimes to bring for
it. Of the money collected for mites, 25% goes to the national organization to support its
grants, and 75% stays in Iowa West with 10% of those monies used for operational expenses.
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ROOFING COST (Corrected Figures from the Trustees)
Hahn Roofing
$42,249.00
Deduction for damage to drain tile
- $571.35
Total Hahn Bill
$41,677.65
American Church Group claim for wind Damage $19,039.73
$5,000 Deductible
- 5,000.00
Total Insurance claim
$14,039.73
Total Hahn Bill
Total Insurance claim
Total Cost of Roof

$41,677.65
- 14,039.73
$27,637.92

ALL THRIVENT MEMBERS and their families are invited to a catered meal
on October 16 at St. John Lutheran Church, Storm Lake (402 Lake Ave.) at
12:30 p.m. With changes in the fraternal system of the organization, this will
be the last county meeting. It is important for you to attend to better understand how you can use your benefits of membership. The meal is free, but you
must RSVP by October 9 with number planning to attend by phone to 712229-6714 or e-mail bcdairy2@yahoo.com.
Mark your calendars to attend these events! Details on
some of the events are included in the newsletter. Keep
watching the bulletins for more details for the other events
as we get closer to each date.
• Oct 9th - Pastor’s Celebration
• Oct 9th - Youth Grill Out and Bag Party
• Oct 23rd - LWML Sunday
• Nov 6th - Youth Pumpkin Chuckin’ Party
• Nov 13th - Pancake Supper
• Nov 23rd - Thanksgiving Eve Service
• Dec 4th - Youth Christmas Caroling
• Dec 10th - Ladies Aid Christmas Luncheon
• Dec 11th - CFS Christmas Dinner
• Dec 18th - Children’s Christmas Service (Grace)
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Orphan Grain Train
OGT welcomes Sharon and Jerry Irwin to the Iowa West Branch at Ida
Grove. They have volunteered with OGT many years and Sharon has recently
accepted the role as Iowa West Branch Manager. For the past 22 years, Elroy Koch
served as the Branch Manager and his wife Barb was the Warehouse Coordinator. They have decided to step down. OGT appreciates their dedication and hard
work that they have shared with the missions of OGT and to Iowa West Branch. The
warehouse is open on Tuesday mornings from 8-11 am for packing and receiving.
The warehouse opens at other times when groups make arrangements for working.
Contact Info: Sharon Irwin – Branch Manager Home: 712-273-5575 Cell: 712-6601380 Email: iowaw@ogt.org Warehouse: 417 1st Street, Ida Grove, IA 51445 Mailing
Address: Iowa West Branch, PO Box 152, Early, IA 50535
Beat the deadline! October 15 is the deadline for submitting an application
for a mission grant from Iowa District West. Allow the district to partner with
you as God works through your service to grow the Kingdom! Applications can
be downloaded from www.iowamissions.org. Grants will be awarded and past
efforts shared at the Missions Banquet on Sunday, November 13 at St. Paul
Lutheran Church, Fort Dodge. Register at www.iowamissions.org.
MISSIONARY SUPPORT - Thank you for the support your congregation has given to us
as we carry out the Lord’s work in the mission field. Rev. Cullen & Deaconess Jacqueline
Duke ($292) and Molly Christiansen ($718).
LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES will be celebrating their 100th birthday next year with
an exciting weekend to kick off the festivities on October 21-23, 2016 at St. Louis Union
Station. Friday begins with Family Night Oktoberfest including German food, a German
brass band, and authentic German dancers. An exclusive sneak peak of Martin Luther: The
Idea that Changed the World will be shown, as well. Saturday features a group of inspiring
speakers including Rev. Greg Seltz (current Lutheran Hour Speaker) and Rev. Ken Klaus
(speaker emeritus). We will take a look at Gospel proclamation efforts around the world and
future ministry opportunities with LHM President Kurt Buchholz. Sunday will begin with a
worship service led by Rev. Seltz on the Concordia Seminary campus. Registration is $125
per person ($25 for youth) and can be found at www.lhm.org/100years. There is a poster on
the miscellaneous section of the bulletin board, too.
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11 Day In the Steps of Martin Luther Germany Tour
October 31, 1517 was a date that changed Christianity forever! Martin Luther posted his
95 Theses on the Wittenberg church door and the Reformation began. Now, you have a
once in a lifetime chance to celebrate the 500th anniversary of that memorable event by
being in the places that influenced this much needed reformation. Join Pastor Michael &
Suzy Awe in traveling to Germany. The dates of this historic and memorable trip are July
10-20, 2017. We will begin in Mainz where Johannes Gutenberg invented the moveabletype printing press. We will enjoy other famous and important Luther sites: Eisenach,
Erfurt, Eisleben, and Wittenberg. We will also visit Berlin, Leipzig, Nuremberg, Augsburg,
and Munich. The cost of this tour is $3799, departing from Omaha, and is based on double
occupancy. The price includes flights, bus, portage, most meals, all admission fees, all
taxes. There is a limited number that can go, so act quickly. For more information and a
brochure, please contact me either e-mail: Pastor Michael Awe The1Rev@cableone.net or
the1revma@gmail.com
WHOSE JOB IS IT? This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody,
Anybody, and Nobody. “There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure
Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it but Nobody did it. Everybody realized
it was Somebody’s job and knew Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Somebody
wouldn’t do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what
Anybody could have done.” (excerpt from an article in the Storm Lake Times).

CELEBRATING PASTOR LESEMANN - On Sunday,
October 9th we will celebrate the 10 years that Pastor
Lesemann has been serving as our Pastor at St. John.
The day will begin with our regular 9:00 am worship
service with Pastor Mick Wolfram, LFS, as the guest
preacher. Following the service, please join us for
Coffee Hour. At 10:15 am Sunday School will begin; at
10:30 am adult Bible class will gather. The potluck for
Pastor will begin at 11:30 am. Chicken will be catered
by HyVee, but please bring a side dish and/or dessert
to share. A short program will follow the meal.
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YOUTH NOTES
Pixar Parables of Virtues and Values: Junior High and High School youth are always
invited to the Youth Group Bible Study every Sunday morning during the Sunday School
hour 10:15-11:15am. We are using Pixar Animation Films for our Bible study. We have
studied the Pixar Philosophy of Toy Story: “To Infinity and Beyond” and Finding Nemo:
“Just Keep Swimming.” This Sunday we are going to use A Bug’s Life to focus on
justice. Please note that September and October Bible Study is at St. John. November
and December will be at Grace. You are invited to all them!!! Future Pixar Parables
include Wall-E, The Good Dinosaur, Toy Story 2, Cars and The Incredibles. If you have
any questions, please contact Jerry Johnson 732-2775 or johnson@bvu.edu
GRILL OUT AND BAGS BATTLE ON OCTOBER 9: Grace and St. John Junior High and
High School youth are invited to grill and chill! Our next Youth Group Hangout is hosted
by Pastor Ketcham and his family. You’re invited to the GRILL OUT AND BAGS BATTLE
on Sunday, October 9 at 4:00pm-6:00pm at Pastor Ketcham’s home (Grace parsonage504 Gran Drive). We will enjoy grilling out and playing Cornhole! You don’t need to bring
anything except yourself. Please RSVP (johnson@bvu.edu) if you are planning to attend
the hangout. I heard a rumor that there may be some impromptu bottle flipping too!
HAVE YOU RSVP YET!
November 6 at 4:00pm-6:00pm – Dan Coleman’s Farm (Need Host Family)
YOUTH GROUP Pumpkin Chuckin’ Party: No elephants or donkeys, just Pumpkins and
Gourds! Join the PUMPKIN PARTY this election year! November 6 at 4pm, come on out
to Dan Coleman’s farm and chuck pumpkins with the help of a huge sling shot. We will
then head back to church or someone’s home for Sundae treats with red, white and blue
sprinkles of course. An afternoon of chucking pumpkins will help us learn that when we
put our trust in God, we can chuck away our sins by looking to the cross for His
salvation. If you would like to be the host family for this event, please contact Jerry at
johnson@bvu.edu.
Hey what Sunday works best for you? – Host Family Needed Too
Grace/St. John Christmas Caroling Party: St. John and Grace brothers and sisters are
going caroling. Will Sunday, December 4 at 3:45pm work? After we carol in the
community, we will have a Fun Christmas Party hosted by Grace. Junior and Senior High
students are asked to bring a gag gift that they made, found or reused for the party. And
the students are also invited to bring any treats to share. A Christmas drink will be
provided. Come, relax and have a SEASON of fun. Please plan on meeting at Grace at
3:45PM before we go caroling. If you have any questions, call Jerry 732-2775 or
johnson@bvu.edu.
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Help Wanted
By: Celeste Cummins
You are looking for a new job, so you open your local paper and you see this ad:
Help Wanted: Worldwide company seeks male applicants who are gentle,
disciplined, upright, above reproach, self-controlled, hospitable, able to
teach, well thought of by others, sober minded, and respectable. If married,
the candidate should be in a monogamous relationship with their wife, be
able to manage their household well, and have obedient children. Those who
are drunkards, violent, quarrelsome, greedy, arrogant, quick tempered, or
love money need not apply.
After reading that list, you may be thinking, Are they serious?! Who would apply for that
job?! But, someone at St. John did. And, over 9,000 others have, too.
October is Pastor Appreciation Month. This job description is based on 1 Timothy 3:1-13
and Titus 1:5-9 which list the qualifications for a Pastor. It's a pretty steep list, which leads
some to believe that Pastors are perfect. But, they are not! Pastor Lesemann would be the
first to point out Romans 3:23, "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God" (Pastors included ☺).
Yet, despite his sins and short comings, I wanted to give a shout out to Pastor Lesemann
this month. Day after day, I see him exhibiting these characteristics. Over the past few
weeks, as he deliberated his Call to Indiana, several members came into my office or called
and every one of them expressed their desire for him to stay right here at St. John. If you
were in church last Sunday when he announced his decision to stay, you could tell by the
cheers and applause that he is "well thought of by others."
But, Pastor also possesses another trait, which is not on the list. Humility. He does not
want, or seek, attention and praise. Along with the apostle Paul, Pastor would tell you the
words in 1 Corinthians 15:10, "By the grace of God I am what I am." Yes, how true that is!
It is by the grace of God, given to us through Christ, that we are who we are.
I encourage you to read the next page of the newsletter which tells you more about Pastor
Appreciation Month. On that page are prayer suggestions so that you can remember our
Pastor (and all Pastors) each day in October. Also, please plan to attend the potluck for
Pastor on Sunday, October 9th when we will celebrate the 10 years that he has been blessing
St. John.
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October is clergy appreciation month. With the shepherd doing so much for the flock,
wouldn’t it be nice if the flock returned the favor? As teachers, counselors, comforters,
and the ones who unselfishly serve, your Pastor could use an extra pat on the back. So
go ahead and find your special way to say thanks. Here are some prayer cards to get
your started!

“Be steadfast,
immoveable,
always abounding
in the work of the
Lord, knowing that
in the Lord your
labor is not in
vain.” (1 Cor. 15:58)
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO

October Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:
Greeters:

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

Lyle & Karen Morenz & Marleen Otto
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Stille
Acolytes:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Bradyn Mack
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Gabriel Lesemann

The KAYL Broadcast for this month has been
sponsored by Kyle & Amanda Doonan.

Musicians are encouraged to share their
talents during our worship services
throughout the year. If you play an
instrument or would like to join the
choir, please contact our music director,
Suzanne Winterhof. The choir rehearses
each Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm.
New members are always welcome.

Altar Flowers
2nd - Kyle & Amanda Doonan 1st Anniversary
9th - In memory of Mike Redenbaugh by Harold
and Jan Redenbaugh
16th - Hardts—In memory of Lynn’s dad, C.M.
Updegraff
23rd - In honor of Jason & Holly’s marriage
30th - Dan & Laurie Gaffney Anniversary
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