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Date: Sunday, October 12, 2014
Time: Beginning at 9:00 am
Who can attend: Everyone
Cost: $9.00 for meal
Special Guests: All members who have
reached or surpassed the age of 80.
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

of each month

of each month

++++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries
KAYL 8:00 a.m.
Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders, for ages 3 years
thru 8th grade, and the High
School Bible Class both meet at
10:15 a.m. on the 2nd Floor.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Classes meet at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof) and in the Library
(led by Pastor Lesemann).
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Message from Pastor Lesemann
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)
Have you ever wondered why we celebrate Jesus’ birth on December 25th? Now you
may think that is an odd question to ask in the month of October, yet this month gives us
one of the best clues for the date of His birth. That clue is the Jewish holiday of Yom
Kippur (Day of Atonement), which is celebrated this year on the 4th of October (Some
years it is celebrated in mid to late September). Here is why this celebration is a clue to
the date of Jesus’ birth.
First, here is some information about Yom Kippur (Written in the Torah, Yom
Ha-Kippurim: ( )יוֹם ַה ִכּפּ ִֻריםIn English we call it the Day of Atonement, and it is very
significant, being the holiest day of the Jewish year. Its central themes are atonement and
repentance. In Jerusalem at the temple, a special offering of atonement was given once a
year (on Yom Kippur) by one priest for the many sins of the people of Israel.
In the Gospel of Luke, chapter 1, we are reminded of the Day of Atonement, as
Zechariah, chosen by lot, would have the privilege to go into The Most Holy Place of the
temple – the dwelling of God – to offer incense. It was such a holy place, that it was
separated from the rest of the temple by a 4 inch thick curtain. (This is the same curtain
that would be torn in two from top to bottom when Jesus died on the cross, opening the
way for all mankind to restore their relationship to the Father through Him).
It was there that after Zechariah offered incense that the Angel Gabriel appeared to him
to tell him that his wife Elizabeth would soon bear a son, that the baby’s name would be
John, and that he would make ready the way of the Lord! For what happens next we go to
God’s Word. From Luke chapter 1:24, 26-27, “After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden… In the sixth month the angel
Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was
Mary.”
If you do the math, in the 6th month the Angel Gabriel appears to Mary, and then in
another 9 months, Jesus would be born. This would be roughly 15 months after the
celebration of Yom Kippur, making a late December birthday a very probable time for
Jesus to be born!
So as you look at the calendar and see the Day of Atonement listed, may it remind you
of the atonement that has been won for you through God’s Son Jesus, whose birth we will
celebrate in a few short months! Happy Yom Kippur!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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Parish Planning Council Meeting

Sunday, September 21, 2014

Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order at 11:15 am.
Pastor Lesemann’s devotion was “Listen and Learn” based on Romans 10:17.
Pastor Lesemann’s Report
Pastor will attend a leadership workshop next Tuesday and Wednesday in Okoboji. He
will travel to the Philippines on October 22 and return on November 3.
A group of Lutheran Ethiopians are meeting at St. John for Bible study, prayer, and
singing on Sundays from 2:00—3:30 pm.
Board of Youth and Education—Jerry Johnson
The junior high youth gathering will be October 25 & 26. Four St. John youth and one
from Grace will attend. The senior high youth gathering will be in Nebraska in November.
Several activities have been planned for the remainder of 2014, including punkin’
chuckin’ in October and a white elephant Christmas party and caroling with Grace in
December.
Fifteen children are enrolled in Faithbuilders. The three classes are pre-k through
kindergarten, first through third grades, and fourth through eighth grades. Faithbuilders’
mission projects are the Akobo church in South Sudan and Camp Okoboji. The kids from
Grace are coming today to watch the video taken at the 2014 national youth gathering.
September 28 is Rally Sunday and the hot diggity dog roast after worship.
Board of Trustees—Dave Dose
The concrete work and that on the planters must be delayed until next spring because of
the wet weather. The organ has been having some problems. When it is being re-tuned in
October, the trustees will meet with the tuner, who can explain what’s going on with it.
The new lawnmower (purchased with memorial money) is being fixed under warranty.
The tree stump in front of the educational building has been removed at no cost. Thank
you, Bruce Ferguson of Sioux Rapids.
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The extra church pews are being advertised for sale for $200 each on Craig’s List.
The trustees are trying to resolve the issue of moisture inside the church sign. New
letters, signs, and numbers have been ordered at a cost of $1 each.
Many thanks to Dusty (and to Jo) Lussman for the new windows.
Board of Evangelism—Audrey Gutz
The board hopes to continue the socials in October and November.
Treasurer’s Report—Karen Fletcher
All bills are paid and up to date.
As of September 18, 2014, the St. John checking account has $9,585.65 available to pay
bills.
The Capital Improvement Fund account has $69,585.84.
For those interested, a full line item budget reflecting year-to-date totals is posted on the
bulletin board outside the secretary’s office.
Board of Stewardship—Karen Fletcher
The board is discussing fall plans.
Purchasing Agent—Bob Fletcher
Everything is working fine; everyone is cooperating fully.
Board of Parish Relations—Linda Zabloudil
A printed report was e-mailed to Hardt.
The Bless the Years program and catered meal is scheduled for Sunday, October 12.
Executive Director—Henry Hardt
Hardt asked the board chairpersons to submit their 2015 budget proposals to Karen
Fletcher, chairperson of the Board of Stewardship, by December 10. This budget will be
included in the worship folder for the December 13 & 14 services. The annual budget
information meeting will be Sunday, December 21, and the proposed 2015 budget will be
voted on during the January voters’ meeting.
The St. John employees’ health plan will remain the same for next year. As of
September 21, no rate increase nor change in deductibles are expected.
Hardt’s report continues on the next page...
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St. John must nominate a lay delegate to the 2015 Iowa District West
convention in June 2015, and also persons for various district offices. Please
submit names, nominations, and expressions of interest to Hardt as soon as
possible. These will be voted on during the next voters’ meeting, which is
scheduled for January 4, 2015 at 11:15 a.m. in the church sanctuary.
The next parish planning meeting is Sunday, October 19 at 11:15 a.m. Hardt
requests if board chairpersons cannot attend, please send him your report via
e-mail — even if it is to explain that there is no news forthcoming.
Hardt adjourned the meeting at 11:45. We closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.

TREASURER’S NOTES FROM PARISH PLANNING MEETING 9-21-14
To help committees to project their 2015 budget proposal figures, I have presented
year to date totals at the far right of the worksheet. If anyone is interested in
specific expenses paid to 9/18/14 please feel free to call me and I will provide that
information. Please check the bulletin board in the hallway for this information.
Balances of interest 9/18/14:
Home Fund ($ to pay bills and Sept. mission disbursements)
$ 9,585.65
Cap Improvement Savings
$69,585.84
Thrivent Gifts (from 6/30/14)
$ 766.00
Healthcare Savings for 2015
$ 6,996.94
(The above healthcare savings were set aside from the final IRS refund from
healthcare expenses and the July voter’s approval to give the Thrivent funds (Jan 1
to June 30, 2014) to help fund the 2015 commitment.
Karen Fletcher, Treasurer
Diane Overmohle, Assistant
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Outcast
By: Celeste Cummins
Many stories of lepers are recorded in both the Old and New Testament. We’ve all heard
of Naaman the leper who was healed after bathing in the Jordan River seven times (2 Kings
5). There are also those famous 10 lepers that Jesus healed, but only one returned to thank
Him (Luke 17:11-19). But, there is one who you may not be as familiar with. His name was
King Uzziah.
The story of King Uzziah unfolds in 2 Chronicles 26. The whole chapter is dedicated to
telling the story of this King. The guy came to be king when he was just sixteen years old!
Yet, he followed God’s ways and sought to honor God. As a result of his dedication to God,
King Uzziah reigned as a great, powerful, and successful king…until, “he grew proud, to his
destruction” (2 Chron. 26:16). It was then that leprosy came over him “and King Uzziah was
a leper to the day of his death, and being a leper lived in a separate house” (2 Chron. 26:21).
But, the saddest part are the four words recorded after his death. “He is a leper” (2 Chron.
26:23). After he died, he was not remembered for all the battles he’d won, all the times he
faithfully obeyed God’s will, or all the powerful armies he had amassed; no, he was remembered for being a leper.
A person with leprosy was diseased and shunned. Lepers were outcast by society and
forced to live alone or in groups of other lepers. No one wanted to be around them. They
were the most unclean thing imaginable for the people of Bible times. But, do we still have
lepers today? While the disease of leprosy has for the most part been eradicated (at least in
the U.S.), “lepers” still exist. They now come in the form of anyone who is outcast,
shunned, or isolated by society or the church (whether intentional or unintentional).
The modern day lepers are the ones who have struggled with drug or alcohol abuse, have a
criminal record, went through bankruptcy, had an abortion, watched their marriage end in
divorce, or any number of other socially “unacceptable” things. They know who they are
because they can see the condescending stares that people throw their way as they dare to
enter the church. They feel the hurt of being ignored and shunned by people who had been
their friends. The words of gossip about them in the coffee shop may even reach their ears.
Regardless of who they had been and all the things they had previously accomplished, they
were now treated as the lepers of old – outcast and ignored by others.
When these “lepers” are feeling isolated and alone, they can turn to God’s Word where He
tells us, “I have called you by name; you are mine” (Isaiah 43:1). They can cry out to Jesus
for reassurance of this love. He who healed the lepers of old will also reach out to them
assuring them they are “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14), no matter how
others see them.
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St. John Ladies’ Aid met September 3, 2014 at 1:30 p.m. in the Church
Meeting Room. Donna Truelsen provided refreshments.
Naomi Benna presented the opening devotion. Using an embroidered “Life
of Christ” quilt purchased by Donna Truelsen at an early Camp Okoboji
Quilt Auction, Naomi recalled events in Christ’s life which showed Him to
be the Christ and Savior.
Topic of the day was a report of the District LWML Convention held last
summer given by Suzanne Winterhof and Nyarok Chan. Covered events
included the projects adopted for support of our mites, the officers elected,
and highlights of some of the presentations. Nyarok compared the convention to those held by the Sudanese women.
Eighteen members and one guest answered roll call by telling of something
they did during the summer months.
It was reported that Jan Magnussen had secured a
new 100 cup coffee pot. Members were alerted to
the fact that LWML Sunday would be October 5.
The Zone Rally is Monday, September 29, at
St. Peter, Newell.
The birthdays of July, August, and September were
acknowledged.
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“BLESS THE YEARS” - On October 12th we will be honoring all of our
members who are 80 years or older during 2014 with a special “Bless the
Years” service at 9:00 am. Immediately following the service, we
encourage all of our congregation and guests to join us in the lower level
of the Education Building for a program and catered meal which includes
marinated chicken. If you would like to attend the meal, tickets can be
purchased for $9.00 each during the week from Celeste in the church
office, from Carolyn Goecke after Saturday evening services, or from
Linda Falck after Sunday morning services. To facilitate an accurate
count for the caterer, we ask that you purchase your tickets prior to October 5th. The honored guests will receive complimentary meal tickets
provided by funds from the Parish Relations Board, but to ensure an accurate count for the caterer, we ask that those guests please contact Celeste
in the church office (712-732-2400) and let her know if you will be attending or not. The program and catered meal that morning will be in

A CIRCUIT FORUM will be held on November 16th at 2:00 pm at St. John. This will be
attended by Pastor Lesemann and the St. John member delegate, Vernon Winterhof.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS for February 8, 2015. That is the date the Circuit Bible
Institute will be held.
THANK YOU from the LCMS on behalf of the $286.00 that was given to support
Rev. James and Angela Sharp.
OKTOBERFEST CELEBRATION - You are invited to an Oktoberfest
celebration for the dedication of the new Lutheran Family Service Ministry Center at 230 9th Avenue North in Ft. Dodge on Saturday, October
18, 2014. The celebration begins at 11:30 with fellowship and refreshments and continues until 3:00 with a brief program and lunch from
noon—1:00.
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Haley Redenbaugh and Grace Jesse were Confirmed this year on Palm Sunday,
April 13th. As part of their questioning, they had to answer essay questions. As
space permits in the newsletter, the answers to their questions will be printed
here. Their first question was printed in the July issue of the newsletter and their
second question was in the September issue. Here are their answers to the third
question: “My Baptism is important to me, and I want to remember it every day
of my life because…”
“...Christ has won me, a lost and condemned person, with full forgiveness ad
salvation available for the whole human race with his perfect life, suffering,
death, and resurrection. At our baptism through the power of the Holy Spirit
working through water and the word we receive faith. As it states in Titus 3:5-8,
‘He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that
having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of
eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.’”
“...on that day he forgave me. All of the sins I have done and ever will do. I want to remember all
the things God has done for me. He not only loves me but he also built the foundation of my life.
My baptism brought me into the light of Christ; showed me I’m not alone. As it says in
Romans
6:1-5 ‘What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means!
We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of
us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with
him by baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.’ My baptism is important because on
that day I was given eternal life with him in his kingdom.”
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR SOUL
THROUGH THE WORD.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

To God be all the Glory.
We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

October Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Phyllis Southwick and Lisa Goodman

Greeters:

Saturday
Still available
Sunday
Marilyn Mittelstadt
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Stille
Acolytes:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Georgea Luedtke
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Gabriel Lesemann

Special Music
You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at
St. John.
The
choir
rehearses at
7:30 pm on
Wednesday
evenings.

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
is sponsored by Loretta Rehnstrom.

Altar Flowers
5th - To the glory of God in memory of
Mike Redenbaugh
12th - Nyarok Chan’s Birthday on
October 10th
19th - In memory of Lynn’s dad, C. M.
Updegraff, by the Hardts

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!

26th - In memory of Darlene & Ed
Ponsor by Ron & Linda Falck
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