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L.W.M.L. 

   Its founding convention was held in Chicago on July 7 

& 8, 1942 and was attended by over 100 women from 15 

districts.  The delegates agreed that the purpose of the 

LWML was to “develop a greater mission consciousness 

among women and to gather funds for mission projects 

for which no adequate provision was made in the LCMS 

budget.” Even back then, mite boxes served as the 

means for collecting the funds.  But, the blessing of the 

LWML goes beyond the money raised for missions.  Its 

benefits can be seen by strengthening faith through    

Bible studies; building confidence; befriending mission-

aries; gathering blankets, clothing, and food for those 

who need them; and in the friendships nurtured and 

lives changed by sharing the love of Jesus with others.  
(www.lwml.org) 
   On October 5 & 6, we will celebrate LWML Sunday at 

St. John with a special liturgy prepared just for that           

occasion.  We hope you can join us.   

Remember  
Reformation  

Day 
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  Lutheran Hour Ministries Lutheran Hour Ministries Lutheran Hour Ministries Lutheran Hour Ministries     KAYL 8:00 a.m.KAYL 8:00 a.m.KAYL 8:00 a.m.KAYL 8:00 a.m.    Every SundayEvery SundayEvery SundayEvery Sunday    
Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

 SECRETARY: 

            Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

ST.  JOHN EAGLE 

STAFFSTAFFSTAFFSTAFF    

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Classes meet at 10:30 

a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by 

V. Winterhof) and in the Library 

(led by Pastor Lesemann). 

Faithbuilders, for ages 3 years 

thru 8th grade, and the High 

School Bible Class both meet at 

10:15 a.m. on the 2nd Floor. 
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Message from Pastor LesemannMessage from Pastor LesemannMessage from Pastor LesemannMessage from Pastor Lesemann    

 
Ephesians 5:15-16  Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the 

most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 

 

The last few weeks have been very busy for me, but as the verse above says, we are to 

make the most out of every opportunity.  What opportunities is the Apostle Paul referring to?  

I believe he is talking about every opportunity we have to live our lives in a God pleasing 

manner to witness about Christ. 

Making the most of every opportunity…last month I had three funerals.  Your concerned 

response may be, “WHOSE?!?” Interestingly, none were for members of St. John, but each 

one was an opportunity to share God’s love, given in Christ, to some who may have never 

heard it before, at least from a Lutheran perspective. 

Responses afterwards vary from funeral to funeral, and I do usually hear a “thank you” for 

your message or that “it was very comforting” and I am assuming they are talking about the 

message of forgiveness, life and salvation through faith in Christ.   

But the most humbling response was from a young child who came to me after a funeral 

crying because the child did not know how to pray. Immediately I knelt down and talked 

about how prayer is like talking to your best friend and that you can talk to God any time you 

want.  I then prayed with the child for forgiveness of sins, life and salvation through faith in 

Christ.  Afterward I gave the child a small Bible and Gospel tract.  The child then thanked me 

and went off to play with friends (I’ve also talked to the parents, and other relation also      

present who are members of St. John, so that we could keep in touch with the family). 

“Make the most out of every opportunity…” You also can do this, in fact, you already are 

doing this!  I was reminded of that the other day when after visiting our congregation some-

one told me that they found St. John to be a very welcoming church which is something 

EVERY pastor wants to hear!☺ Your kind words to visitors, your welcoming attitude, the 

sharing God’s love, is making the most out of every opportunity that the Holy Spirit brings 

your way. 

So, THANK YOU!!! ☺ And KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK of making the most out of 

every opportunity to welcome those visitors to our church and community so that they will 

have the opportunity to experience and hear about God’s love given in Christ!   

In His grace, 

Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann 
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Parish Planning Council Meeting           Sunday, Sept. 15, 2013 
 
 
 
 Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m.   
 
 Pastor’s devotion, based on Psalm 37:25, was “Never Forsaken.”  We are 
never alone.  God is in charge and never leaves us.  He guides, directs,      
provides, and most importantly forgives us and gives us life eternal.  What 
great benefits for this life and the next!   
 
Board of Education and Board of Youth - Jerry Johnson 
 The Youth Rally Sunday is September 29th.  The Summer Faithbuilders’ 
theme was Journey with Jesus.  The children will sing, and their work will be 
on display.  A hot dog roast and potluck meal is planned for 11:15 am.   
 The new season of Faithbuilders has begun.  This theme is Cross            
Explorations.  The hour consists of 1.  Engage (opening devotions),              
2.  Explore (teaching; the youth are divided into three age groups), and        
3.  Express (treats, crafts, singing, skits, and other activities).   
 The Junior High Youth Gathering in Des Moines is October 28 & 29.  Three 
St. John kids and other Grace kids will attend.  The High School Gathering is 
set for Sunday, November 24.   
 The two mission projects are Ioway and Kristin Matasovsky (pen pals and 
Skyping with her students are planned).   
    The Christmas Eve service plans are beginning.   
 
Board of Evangelism - Audrey Gutz  
 The evangelism socials (one in both September and November and two in 
October) are beginning.  With the Board of Stewardship, a free church dinner 
is planned for Sunday, November 17, as a welcome for new St. John members 
and an appreciation for all the many, many St. John volunteers.   
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Board of Church Properties - Dave Dose  
 Several major projects have been finished.  New carpet has been installed and 
concrete in the parking lot has been replaced.  Renae painted the lines there.  The 
city of Storm Lake finally painted the parking spaces on West Third Street.  Now 
the trustees will focus on the furnace issue.  Also, a dying tree on the Lake Avenue 
side of St. John must be cut down.   
 Renae continues on 50% disability at least until February 2014; discussion    
concerning that continues.   
 
Pastor Lesemann 
 Two transfers have been accepted.  Scott Anderson to St. John and Vanessa 
Brent to Zion Lutheran, rural Storm Lake.   
 Paul Chuol has been selected by the Sudanese Lutheran Mission Society to help 
build a church in Sudan in an area from which he comes.  Five thousand dollars has 
been raised for that purpose and to buy church supplies.  Paul is asking for help 
from St. John and from the Sudanese in the community to  defray personal and  
living expenses while he is there (from October 11 to  January 3).  A fund raiser is 
being considered  for October 5.  FYI: Nyarok Chan is the president of the National 
Sudanese Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.   
 Pastor will attend a client-led coaches’ clinic - as a coach - from September 16—
18.  An Iowa District West directive, it helps fellow (and often new) Pastors with 
parish issues.  Pastor will also be at the LWML retreat at Mission Central on      
September 21, the Zone Rally on September 22, and the Pastor’s Conference on 
September 23 and 24.   
 
Executive Director - Henry Hardt  
 There will be a special St. John voters’ meeting on Sunday, September 22 at 
11:15 am to discuss health plans for St. John employees.  The rate is increasing 
11.5% this year, and beginning July 1, 2014, Concordia Retirement Benefits will be 
reduced.  The trustees and lay ministers are asking the congregation for input on 
what to do about this.  The decisions must be made quickly; they cannot wait until 
the January voters’ meeting and its budget approval process.  All interested St John 
voters are invited.   

    ** Minutes continue on the next page **  
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    Home giving is falling behind actual operating expenses. 
    The next biennial voters’ meeting is Sunday, January 5, 2014 at 11:15 am.   
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 am with the Lord’s Prayer.   
 

Minutes of the special St. John voters’ meeting held on Sunday,  
September 22, 2013 at 11:15 am in the church sanctuary  

 
 The meeting was called to order by Executive Director Henry Hardt at 11:25 am 
with 21 voting members present.  
 

 Pastor Lesemann began with prayer. 
 

 The purpose of the special meeting was to discuss budget challenges which the 
congregation is facing, especially related to higher premiums for health insurance 
for the St. John employees.  (Note: Health insurance premiums went up 11.5% for 
2014 as of October 1, 2013).   
 

 Dave Dose, speaking for the trustees, and Harlan Matasovsky, speaking for the 
lay ministers, led the discussion of the relevant budget issues facing the congrega-
tion.  See the attached sheet concerning health insurance rates from Concordia for 
2014.  The major issue facing the congregation is that St. John’s “home giving” is 
not keeping up with its operating expenses.  It was pointed out that these budget 
issues would be solved if said offerings increased.  After some discussion of      
additional possible options, the Board of Trustees and the Board of Lay Ministers 
recommended that all things stay the same for the 2014 budget, namely to     
maintain all employees with their current level of benefits.   
 

 It was moved and seconded that the congregation accept the recommendation 
of keeping the employee fringe benefit package for 2014 the same as the 2013 
budget year.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.   
 

 The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer in unison at 12:06 pm.   

Special Congregational Meeting 
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Help Us, Lord!   
By: Celeste Cummins 

 
    Floods.  Fires.  Tornados.  School shootings.  A president who appears to be 
more Muslim than Christian.   
    “O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear?  Or cry to you, 
‘Violence!’ and you will not save?  Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do 
you idly look at wrong?  Destruction and violence are before me; strife and       
contention arise.”   
    It sounds like I could have just written those words, given the current status in 
the world.  Yet, I did not.  They were written in 605 B.C. by the prophet Habakkuk 
(1:2-3), a guy we don’t hear much about.  When you read them, can you sense 
how relevant they still are today?  Do you, too, feel like we’ve been crying out to 
God for help and calling “violence,” but He’s not sending help or justice? 
    What are we to do?  Do we just give up and decide that God does not care, that 
He never answers our prayers for help, so why pray?  Is that what Habakkuk did?  
No.  He took his stand as his watchpost and waited to see how God would answer 
him (Habakkuk 2:1).  And, what was God’s answer?  Simply put, it was to keep 
waiting (Habakkuk 2:3).  In other words, we have to wait for God’s time to          
accomplish His purpose.  Often, His purpose is accomplished in ways we never 
would have thought.  According to The Lutheran Study Bible (p.1504), the purpose 
of the book of Habakkuk is “The Lord shows that He works even through evil      
nations such as Babylon to accomplish His good purposes.”  If God can use an 
evil nation like Babylon to accomplish His purpose, maybe He’s also using natural 
disasters (tornados, floods, and fires), senseless violence (school shootings), and 
rulers with questionable values to accomplish His goal for the people of today.   
    What is God’s goal?  God “wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowl-
edge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).  That, very simply, is God’s goal for the world.  
He wants everyone to be saved.  He wants “every tongue [to] confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord” (Philippians 2:11).  God is concerned with the eternal.  Could it be 
that He is using these tragedies to give non-believers a wake up call and to assure 
believers not to become too comfortable with the things of this earth because they 
will not last?   
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LADIES’ AID NOTES - The Ladies’ Aid met September 4 with 

Loretta Rehnstrom as the hostess.  Donna Truelsen led the opening 

devotions.  “Count Your Blessings” was the Bible study led by    
Pastor Lesemann.  Especially when one is “feeling down,” it is    

important to reflect on the blessings of God and to take our needs to 
God in prayer with the confidence that He will provide.  “Rejoice 

always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks.  For this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess. 5:16-18).   

     Ten members answered roll call by relating their first job.  The September       

birthdays of Naomi Benna and Florence Goldsmith were noted.  Several important 
events were brought to the attention of the members.  The Women’s Retreat would be     

September 21 at Mission Central, and two members and Pastor Lesemann attended 
that event.  The Zone Fall Rally was September 22 at St. Paul, Alta.  Initial plans 

were made for LWML Sunday which will be observed October 5 & 6.   
    Women from the Ladies’ Aid were featured on the program of the Zone Rally.  Jan 
Magnussen and Marleen Otto had attended the National Convention in Pittsburgh in 

June along with Pastor Lesemann, the District LWML Pastoral Counselor.  They 
were part of the panel that made a convention presentation moderated by Zone Vice-

President Suzanne Winterhof.   
 

THANK YOU for your gift of $1,089.00 to be used in support of Rev. Charles and Deborah St. Onge 
and Justin Massey.  From the Office of Mission Advancement.   
 
NOTES FROM THE TREASURER ON THE CARPET PROJECT NOTES FROM THE TREASURER ON THE CARPET PROJECT NOTES FROM THE TREASURER ON THE CARPET PROJECT NOTES FROM THE TREASURER ON THE CARPET PROJECT - The carpet project is        
completed!!  We praise God for dedicated members who helped in so many ways.  It 
was a big job - Thank You, Thank You!  Our church is so beautiful.  The final cost of the 
project was $26,172.06, leaving a balance in the capital improvement fund of       
$45, 167.84 on September 4, 2013.  We did it without borrowing funds, again Thank 
YOU!!   
 
DID YOU SIGN UP FOR FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR THIS YEAR?  If you 

have NOT yet paid, please do so soon.  Cost is $17.12 per 

Sunday.  Checks should be made payable to St. John Ladies 

Aid and given to Celeste or Jan Magnussen.  Thank you.   
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THANK YOU FROM THE ST. ONGE FAMILY - We received the following thank you 

from Rev. Charles St. Onge, LCMS Missionary to Asia Pacific.  Part of the proceeds from 

Rummageland were given to the St. Onge family to support the mission work they will be 

doing in China.   Rev. St. Onge writes:  

    Dear Friends in Christ at St. John: 

    Deb, Olivia, Sophia, and I appreciate so much your support of the Lord’s work we will be 

doing in China.  I remember being in Storm Lake to lead a youth retreat a number of years 

ago and enjoyed my time there immensely!   

    We expect to be continuing our work of support and network building through the end of 

this year and into January.  Our hope is to be able to deploy in February, although that will 

be subject to whether we have sufficient gifts and pledges according to the calculations of 

the Office of International Missions.   

    We would appreciate you continuing to hold up our work in prayer and announcements 

before the congregation.  Please feel free to sign-up for our electronic newsletter at our    

website, intheway.org.  We expect to transition to a more print-oriented format later in the 

fall.  And stay in touch with Mission Central; they are doing a wonderful job in supporting 

your missionaries.   

    May the Lord bless all of us as, His baptized children, seek to do His will in proclaiming 

the Gospel of the forgiveness of sins in Jesus!   

 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS - It’s a new quarter and that means it’s a good time 
to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. John.  Right now it’s an even better 
time because from October 1 – November 30, 2013, Thrivent Financial for            
Lutherans will DOUBLE all Choice Dollars made to churches – until $15 million has 
been awarded.  You may direct your Choice Dollars online at www.thrivent.com/
thriventchoice or by calling 1-800-847-4836 (1-800-THRIVENT).  Whether you are a 
regular participant in the Thrivent Choice Dollars program or if you’ve never         
participated, this is a promotion to take advantage of!   
 
FALL VOLUNTEER WEEKEND FALL VOLUNTEER WEEKEND FALL VOLUNTEER WEEKEND FALL VOLUNTEER WEEKEND at Camp Okoboji will be October 4 – 6.  Help is needed to 
prepare the Camp for the winter months.  There will be cleaning, painting,    raking leaves, 
sewing, laundry, small repair jobs, and much more to do.  Meals and lodging will be      
provided for all those volunteering.  There will be a church service on Sunday morning at 
9:45 am and an Omelet Brunch from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm with a free will offering.  To 
make reservations, call (712) 337-3325. 



 

 10 

TRIP ITEMS NEEDED – Paul Chuol will be making a mission trip to Africa soon to help 

build a church.  He needs to take a few items with him and has asked the congregation to assist 

him in collecting these items.  If you are able to donate any of the items listed below, please let 

Pastor or Celeste know.  Thank you!  Mosquito net, Insect spray, Slide blanket (big, lightweight 

blanket for sleeping on or to cover with), Flashlight with batteries, Extra batteries for flashlight, 

Tape recorder with batteries, Over the counter (OTC) medicines and first aid items: Ibuprofen,         

Tylenol, anti diarrheal medicine, anti biotic cream, one suitcase that can carry 50 pounds.  The 

following will be given to the people in Africa: clothes, good suits for men and women, better 

shoes (any sizes), and additional OTC medicines and first aid items (ie: bug spray, Tylenol, 

etc).  At noon on October 5th Paul will be hosting a question and answer fundraiser in the    

Fireside Room to prepare for his trip.   

 

DO YOU KNOW THAT SEPTEMBER IS “KNOCK OUT HUNGER MONTH”??? DO YOU KNOW THAT SEPTEMBER IS “KNOCK OUT HUNGER MONTH”??? DO YOU KNOW THAT SEPTEMBER IS “KNOCK OUT HUNGER MONTH”??? DO YOU KNOW THAT SEPTEMBER IS “KNOCK OUT HUNGER MONTH”??? Mary and 

Martha circle is sponsoring a NON-PERISHABLE FOOD collection for Upper Des Moines 

Opportunity and a GALLON ZIPLOCK FREEZER BAG collection for The Bridge.  UDMO 

is low on grocery items and The Bridge is in need of the bags for food distribution – both 

helping residents of Buena Vista County.  There will be a large box in the front hallway for 

donations the weekends of September 28-29 and October 5-6.  Thank you for your help! 
 

THE BRIDGE ANNUAL FALL BANQUET is coming up on Friday, October 18 from 5:30—
8:00 pm at Buena Vista University.  This evening’s banquet will include a special focus on the 
Youth Ministry of The Bridge.  A silent auction will be held and a meal will be served.  The ban-
quet is an opportunity to share about the ministry of The Bridge, to praise God for His guidance, 
and to raise the necessary funds to continue this work.  Tickets can be purchased for $25 each 
online at www.thebridgeofstormlake.org or at The Bridge office (205 Flindt Dr, Suite 1). 

Last year I (Celeste) was able to work at this event.  Normally, the catering staff are not in 
the room when people are speaking, but I was clearing dishes from tables on the far side of the 
room when they started speaking.  Donna Musel, the food ministry coordinator, told the story of a 
lady who came to receive food each week.  The lady told her, “I eat everything you give me.”  
When Donna said that was good, the lady replied, “No, you don’t understand.  I eat everything you 
give me because it’s all that I have.”  While we expect to hear such stories in Los Angeles, Chicago, 
or New York, Donna was amazed to hear about such a plight in Storm Lake.  I was, too, but        
following my divorce, I can see how easily something like this can happen because of a job loss,     
divorce, disability, accident.  The good news is this woman was able to find employment and stop 
coming to get food.  However, there are still many more like her who come each week to the 
Methodist Church.  The Bridge exists to help the people in Storm Lake in many different ways.  If 
you are able to support them in their efforts, consider joining them at their Fall Banquet, donating 
the needed bags for the food distribution (mentioned in the note above), or finding out ways to 
volunteer for them.   
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    In this month’s Mission Spotlight, we will learn about the two missionaries that St. 
John supported with the proceeds from Rummageland.  The money was given to 
Rev. Charles St. Onge and his family as well as to Vicar Justin Massey.   
 
    Justin will be going to the Dominican Republic to work as a GEO (Globally en-
gaged in outreach) missionary in the Dominican Republic. In his role as a vicar, Justin       
provides spiritual care and pastoral support for other missionaries serving in this 
region. He also teaches, preaches and visits the homes of members of the surround-
ing community in which he lives and serves. In addition to these pastoral duties, 
Justin tracks LCMS missionaries and pastors serving in Latin America and aids in 
starting new churches and ministries in the community.  Justin’s hometown is     
Robinson, IL.  He is a member of Shepherd of the Springs Lutheran Church in   
Colorado Springs, CO.  He is currently studying at Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Ft Wayne, IN to become a Pastor.  His hobbies include running, biking, reading, 
playing games, and gardening.  Justin’s birthday is December 9th.  Please pray for 
Justin as he transitions to live in the Dominican Republic and learns the Spanish    
language and culture of the area.  Also pray that the hearts of people in the U.S. will 
be opened to pray for and support Justin so that they may “go with him” on this 
journey of faith.  Finally, pray for the people of the Dominican Republic that their 
hearts and ears are open to the message that Justin is speaking.   
 
    The St. Onge family, which includes Pastor (Charles), Deborah, Olivia, and Sophia 
will become missionaries to the people of China.  Charles will be working alongside 
a current missionary in the south-central region of China.  Their primary task is to 
bring the Gospel and sound Lutheran theology to a region where all non-
government sanctioned religion is not very well tolerated.  They will be in a region 
where no partner church or congregations exist yet.  Both Charles and Deborah 
will be learning to speak Mandarin Chinese, as well as studying the culture and     
tradition of the Chinese in the area.  They ask for prayers for a safe transition to life 
in China, for safety, that God would make government officials open to the Gospel, 
and that Lutheran congregations may begin to take root in central China.  You can 
support them through your prayers and financial contributions, as well.  Their    
birthdays are Pastor (December 31), Deborah (October 11), Olivia (August 9, 
2004), and Sophia (January 13, 2007).  Pastor and Deborah’s anniversary is on      
August 12th.   
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October Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:   Phyllis Southwick and Lisa Goodman  

 

Greeters:         Saturday  

       Still available     

     Sunday 
        Marilyn Mittelstadt  

Bell Ringers:   Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

         Renae Norwood          

     Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  
          Dave Stille  

Acolytes:          Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

           Haley Redenbaugh 

              Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

           Bradyn Mack   

    

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  

is given to the Glory of God.  

We’re on the Web! Http: 
//www.stjohnstormlake.org 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MISSOURI SYNOD 

 

 

 

 

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUALYOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUALYOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUALYOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL    

        NOURISHMENT FOR YOURNOURISHMENT FOR YOURNOURISHMENT FOR YOURNOURISHMENT FOR YOUR    

SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.  

 

          402 Lake Ave  
 Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 
    Phone: 712-732-2400 
            Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 
 

                    To God be all the Glory.To God be all the Glory.To God be all the Glory.To God be all the Glory.    

 
 

Special MusicSpecial MusicSpecial MusicSpecial Music 

 You are invited to share 

your musical  talents in our 

worship services here at     

St. John.   
 

The choir        

rehearses 

each 

Wednesday 

at 8:00 pm.  

 

Altar Flowers 
6th - In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Bill Phillips by 

Bill & Dee Phillips 

 

13th - In memory of Linda Harms by Ron and 

Linda Falck 

 

20th - Hardts - in memory of Lynn’s dad, C. M. 

Updegraff  

 

27th - Dan & Laurie Gaffney’s    anniversary  

WE WELCOME YOU TO WE WELCOME YOU TO WE WELCOME YOU TO WE WELCOME YOU TO     

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!     


