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Come to St. John for our
annual Pancake Supper!
Sunday evening,
November 11th
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Pancakes, sausages, applesauce, and beverages!
Tickets are available now for $5.00
Staff and Special Events
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From the Pastor
Ladies’ Aid and Pancake Supper

3
4-5

Have You Heard, Treas Report, Missions
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What’s My Purpose & Brain Teasers
Worship Assistants and Flowers
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders meets every
Sunday at 10:15 am. Join
us and bring a friend!
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
How many of you would agree that we live in a thankless society? The majority of our culture
seems to live with an attitude of entitlement, saying, “I deserve better than this!” Better pay, better
relationships, better home, car, TV, smart phone, etc. And if we feel if we cannot afford it, the government should help pay for it . . . or those rich people!.
Yet the problem may lie in the rise of the standard of living. We enjoy so many blessings compared
to what people had in the past that now people have come to expect that as the norm. We may even
display these same attitudes when it comes to God.
Do we give God the credit due to Him as the Creator and owner of all things including us? Are we
thankful that He sent His Son Jesus to die on the cross for our sins? Do we give Him honor and glory
for all our successes and in all our trials?
Paul tells us to give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. In
other words, God desires us to be a thankful people! And if God desires it, He surely gives us good
reason to be thankful during good times as well as bad.
Here’s a list of thoughts on thankfulness that I have gotten from the internet:
• What we consider to be poverty today far exceeds the standard of living that most people
enjoyed a century ago.
• If we encounter a situation that causes us to have to tighten things and our standard of living
has to change, we are upset because we feel we are being denied what is rightfully ours.
• Paul states that we are to give thanks in every circumstance, but how can we give thanks
when everything seems to be falling apart? “And we know that in all things God works for
the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” (Romans
8:28—NIV)
• Learning to give thanks in everything means learning to trust God in everything. Even in
those situations that are painful or do not make any sense.
• Joy is a pleasure in experiencing the good gifts of God, which gives rise to thankful acknowledgement that God is the giver of all things.
• Our joy, prayers and thanksgiving should not be determined by our circumstances or feelings.
• Sometimes our thanks is to God for Him being there through the difficult times; we don’t
thank Him for the situation, but we thank Him in it, or we thank Him for how He is growing
us through it.
(Pastor’s article continues on page 6)
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Ladies’ Aid Notes
St. John Lutheran Ladies’ Aid met on Wednesday, October 3, 2018 at 1:30 pm in
the church meeting room. Hostess for the meeting was Lois Sahl. President
Donna Truelsen called the meeting to order and recognized the October
birthdays.
The opening devotion, led by Gladys Mandernach, was based on the National
LWML month theme - Unchangeable. God’s promised are faithful: I will never
leave you, and Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and forever.
Pastor Lesemann led the topic. He shared information from a study done by a
church arbitrator. When church conflicts arise, reconciliation is much faster and
easier in churches where a significant percentage of the leaders and members
participate in Bible study. This prompted discussion on the Bible study being
done in our own congregation.
Ten members answered roll call by relating the best change that has happened
in their lives.
An invitation from Lutheran Family Service to a “thank you” Christmas party was
read. Several dates and times are available in the month of December. By
discussion it was decided this would not be a substitute for our own Christmas
luncheon, but if any are interested in attending, we need to RSVP to LFS. Watch
the bulletin for more information.
A letter from Orphan Grain Train stating that the first million dollars given to
various charitable groups for Hurricane relief in the Carolinas would be matched
by Thrivent Financial. It was decided to send a $100 gift to OGT if they have not
reached that goal.
LWML Sunday will be celebrated in the services October 13 & 14. Women
volunteered to help with the readings and to serve as ushers. We will again have
a noisy can offering for mites.
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Sunday, November 11th, 2018
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Tickets $5.00
Children 5 and under – Free
Delicious Pancakes, Sausages,
Applesauce, and Beverages
St. John Lutheran Church
402 Lake Ave – Storm Lake
All are WELCOME!
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DO YOU HAVE EMAIL? To get information out more efficiently, would you like
to be included on St. John’s email list?
Choose which way you would like to
notify the office of your email:
send your email address to
stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
stop by the church office or place a note with your email address in the
mailbox by the office
after church, someone will be available in the entry to take your email
address.
PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be alert and always
keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” With that verse in mind, we
are praying our way through the directory (alphabetically). Families will
be featured in each newsletter that everyone can pray for. Some items
to include in your prayers might be if they are sick, ask for healing and
patience; if they are active members, ask God to keep their faith strong;
if they have not been in church recently, ask God to help them reestablish connections with their faith; if they are near death, pray for God’s blessings and
assurance of their faith. The next members on our prayer list are Lois Sahl; Jake, Jessica,
Elizabeth, & Logan Schable; Ray & Lynn Schable; Doris Scharton; Louise Schmeling &
Zach Proczak; Maxine Schramm; Randy & Joy Schuler; Jason (Melissa) Schuster; Cindy
Scott; Cody Severson; Katherine Shade; Kim (Jeff) Shugar, Brandon & Jacob Childs;
Darold & Terra Sievers; and Bob & Fonda Sievert.

(Pastor’s article continues from page 3…)
• The fact is all of us are grateful for some things at some special occasions; but Paul
commanded his readers to be thankful for all things at all times. This exhortation in itself
proves our need of the Spirit of God, because in our own strength we could never obey
this commandment.
• Realize the importance of counting each and every blessing, even those that may seem
small.
• Believers can be thankful because they have the confident hope that God will make even
tragedy and disaster an occasion for later blessing.
• Christians have access to God because of what Christ has done and that is exactly the
reason for which we can be thankful.
May God grant us all the wisdom and grace to thank Him in all circumstances!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFTS WITH MIXED BAG DESIGNS FUNDRAISER: The
Grace and St. John Youth Group is hoping you can take a moment to help
them raise funds for a great cause. It's a winwin; you order beautiful products & St. John/
Grace Youth Group meets their fundraising
goal for the National Youth Gathering! We’re
selling eco-friendly tote bags, travel bags,
kitchenware & more through a Mixed Bag
Designs Fundraiser! Every order counts, and
supporting us is easy. The youth will be selling
until November 18. Check out the catalog.
You can order directly from a youth or you
can
go
to
http://
www.mixedbagdesigns.com/st-john-gracesenior-youth-group If you have questions, please contact Jerry Johnson at
johnson@bvu.edu or Brooke Groat at mackb1291@gmail.com. Happy
Shopping!
Demystifying the Proverbs 31 Woman by
Elizabeth Ahlman “Proverbs 31:10-31 is a beloved, often-quoted passage of the Bible. Many
have learned to look to it for guidance on how to be a
better woman - yet the passage is often misunderstood
and misapplied. As today’s culture lauds the woman who
does and has it all, Christians seek to reconcile what
they hear from the secular, feminist world with what
God says in His Word. The heart of the Book of
Proverbs is God’s love. More than just pithy sayings,
these proverbs are a picture of how life was meant to be and how it will be
when He returns in glory. Christian women—young and old, married and
single—will learn valuable lessons form Proverbs 31 and apply it to their lives.”

HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS - Please continue to bring them to
church.
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To: St. John Members
Date: September 30, 2018
Re: Treasurer Report - Balances at this time:
Checking -Home Fund ($ to pay bills)

$ 8,859.55

Savings
Capital Improvement
Canopy Fund
Thrivent
Undesignated Memorials
Snowblower/Lawn
TV
LYC
Library

$22,613.29
$ 1,910.00
$
75.00
$
30.00
$ 1,175.83
$ 1,058.51
$ 1,694.00
$ 132.52

Total YTD Income
$ 180,812.98
(Includes Gifts to various Missions of $9,094.66)
YTD Expenses
$ 192,475.42
(Includes New Doors & Cap Imp of $24,995.71)
Net Revenue – Negative

- $11,662.44

Notes of Interest:
It has been a challenging year for most folks as well as St. John. Many individuals &
Groups stepped forward to get us back in the black after a large shortage in early spring
due to higher heating bills, increasing health insurance costs & salaries. Voter’s met in
August and approved a motion for Pastor & Celeste to pay 20% of their health care
costs in 2019. Renae will take Medicare in 2019 as well as part time work. These
difficult decisions will help St. John continue to keep the doors open for our members.
I encourage the boards & voters to CONTINUE to BE WISE in preparing the 2019 budget.
I THANK OUR MEMBERS FOR HELPING MAKE MY SERVICE ENJOYABLE & SUCCESSFUL.
MAY YOU ALSO SUPPORT CELESTE IN HER NEW VENTURE.
Karen Fletcher Treasurer 1/2010 to 10/2018
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Mark your calendars for these dates at Mission Central to hear
experienced missionaries from all over the world!
Rev. Johnathan & Cheryl Naumann (Latin America)

Thursday, November 8th 1:00 pm
Rev. Herb & Markie Burch (Belize, Latin America)

Saturday, November 10th 1:00 pm
Rev. Charles St. Onge & Family (Canada & Latin America)

Saturday, November 10th 1:30 pm
Shara Osiro (East Africa)

Saturday, November 10th 1:45 pm
Rev. James Neuendorf (Latin America)

Friday, November 16th 1:00 pm
Rev. Micah Glenn (Ferguson, MO)

Saturday, November 17th 1:00 pm
The information above was taken from the Mission Central website.
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What’s My Purpose?
By: Celeste Cummins
Why are you here? Not at St. John, but on earth. What is your purpose? At
times in our lives, we question why we are here, what our purpose is. Recently, I
asked a friend what our purpose is in life. She told me our purpose is “to be a
servant to others, to help others.” I thought about that statement as I read Jesus’
words in Luke 12:33. He advises us to “give to the needy.” The study notes for
that verse in The Lutheran Study Bible say this, “The best treasure comes from
living as God directs. His ways involve generously helping others” (p. 1741).
Later, those study notes tell us, “He provides as He sees fit, giving us an
abundance that we may share with others” (p. 1741).
After I read that, I thought of the parable of the 10 minas (Luke 19:11-27). The
two servants who caused the ruler to prosper were rewarded with more, but the
servant who did nothing with the money was told it would be given to the one
who had the most. When he objected, he was told, “I tell you that to everyone
who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he
has will be taken away” (Luke 19:26a).
Many people think of stewardship (of giving and helping others) only in
financial terms. While that is important, God has not blessed everyone
financially to be able to do so. The first part of my senior class motto was “We
each have different gifts from God” (based on Romans 12:6). Our task is to
discover our unique gifts and use them to God’s glory and service. Some have
leadership skills, so they become board leaders and congregation presidents.
Others have musical talent, which they are able to use to enhance worship.
Some have the gift of friendliness and use that to bring joy to the sick and shutins. I’ve discovered my gift appears to be writing. I love to do it and use that
ability to give myself a “pep talk.” In the process, if any of you happen to
benefit by what I’ve written, then God has blessed us both.
Sometimes you may feel your ability to contribute is small, insignificant, even
meaningless, but Jesus assured us whatever we have done, “you did it for
Me” (Matthew 25:40). If we are using our talents, gifts, and abilities – in whatever
form they have been given to us – to enrich and encourage others, God will
bless those efforts and use them to His glory.
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God gave us our brains, so we might as well use them!
1. Johnny’s mother had three children. The first child was named April. The
second child was named May. What was the third child’s name?
2. There is a clerk at the butcher shop. He is five feet ten inches tall and he
wears size 13 sneakers. What does he weigh?
3. Before Mt. Everest was discovered, what was the highest mountain in the
world?
4. How much dirt is there in a hole that measures two feet by three feet by four
feet?
5. What word in the English language is always spelled incorrectly?
6. Billy was born on December 28th, yet his birthday is always in the summer.
How is this possible?
7. In California, you cannot take a picture of a man with a wooden leg Why not?
8. What was the President’s name in 1975?
9. If you were running a race, and you passed the person in 2nd place, what place
would you be in now?
10. Which is correct to say, “The yolk of the egg are white” or “The yolk of the
egg is white?”
11. If a farmer has 5 haystacks in one field and 4 haystacks in the other field,
how many haystacks would he have if he combined them all in one field?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Johnny, of course.
Meat
Mt. Everest; it just wasn’t discovered yet!
There is no dirt in a hole.
Incorrectly
Billy lives in the Southern Hemisphere.
You can’t take a picture with a wooden leg. You need a camera to take a picture!
Same as it is now — Donald Trump
You would be in 2nd place because you just passed the person who had been in second
place!
10. Neither because the yolk of the egg is yellow.
11. One. If he combines all of his haystacks, they all become one big stack.
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

November Worship Assistants
Altar Guild: Loni Stille & Ladene Ponsor
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has been sponsored by Audrey Gutz.

Altar Flowers
4th - In celebration of Audrey
Gutz’s 80th birthday from her
kids.
11th - Fletcher’s Anniversary

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
New members are always welcome.
The choir rehearses on Wednesday
evenings at 7:00 pm.

18th - Pastor & Amy Lesemann
Anniversary
25th - In memory of David
Coleman by Dan Coleman
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