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Sunday, November 12th
5:00 — 7:00 p.m.
$5.00/person
Pancakes, Sausages,
Applesauce, and Beverage

Join us on
Wednesday Evening,
November 22nd
at 7:00 pm
for a
Thanksgiving Eve Service

See you there!
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders meets upstairs
at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday.
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. Luke 17:16
We all know the story. Our Lord is met by ten lepers. They implored Jesus to heal them.
He sent them to the Temple priest, and on their way they were cured! Nine of them
continued on without so much as a backward glance. Only one turned back to Jesus in
thanksgiving.
At some time in our lives, hopefully often, each of us will turn and give thanks to the
Lord as this leper did. When we thank God we are acknowledging that He is Lord of our
lives. And if we carry that one step further we also must admit that He is Lord and giver of
everything in our lives as well. Until we recognize and remember that, it will be hard to give
Him thanks. All we have is not our own. We are simply managers, stewards of what God
gives us. So when we thank Him, either with our words or with our time or with our possessions, we are just giving Him back some of what He has given us - it is not our own anyway!
If we have the idea that everything we have—time, talent and money—belongs to us by
right because we earned it and that it is ours to dispose of as we propose, then we are the
lords of our lives. And if I am the lord of my life, giving thanks to God may be a difficult
concept for me to understand or desire. Taken in that light, with me being in charge, the idea
of giving to the Lord of my time, talents or money might be viewed perhaps as I would give
to a waitress: if the service rendered is deemed adequate, a tip can be offered.
On the contrary, consider the one leper that returned to Jesus. He recognized what God
had done in his life. He knew that he did not deserve healing. He knew that God had richly
blessed him, so he went back and praised Him. We as well can take comfort that God is alive
and active as Lord of our lives! He is here for us doing His mighty works in us and in our
lives. And when we recognize that, we can’t help but turn and praise Him!
Now you may be wondering, what has God done in your life? What is He doing now?
First, there is the fact that you were created and are breathing and thinking. Our very
existence is a gift from God. Now add to that all we have, the shoes on your feet, the roof
over your head, the food on our table. Then family, friends, church, job, hobbies, etc. Our
Lord has His hand in all of these things in our lives as well. And we can trust in Him to do
so.
Pastor’s article continues on the bottom of page 6.
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Katharine Von Bora Visits Ladies’ Aid
The Ladies’ Aid met on October 4th. Hostess Lorna Lussman provided
refreshments which were served by Diane Krueger. Laura Bumann opened the
meeting with devotional thoughts and prayer.
President Donna Truelsen welcomed a special visitor, Katharine Von Bora, the
wife of Martin Luther, to the meeting. Audrey Gutz, Diane Krueger, and Joann
Oatman visited with Katy (Suzanne Winterhof) to learn about her childhood, her
escape with other nuns from the convent, and her marriage to Martin Luther. For
further information about her see the last LWML Quarterly which has two articles
about Katharine. (If you are ever tempted to say you are too busy, read about the
many responsibilities she had as a “hausfrau”).
Plans were finalized for LWML Sunday. We were happy to welcome two new
members to the group: Gladys Mandernach and Alice Grundmeier.
A letter from Orphan Grain Train was read asking for donations to support
hurricane relief efforts. They asked that they be made through Thrivent Financial
which would match up to three million contributed dollars. The ladies agreed to
send $100.

It’s Pancake Supper Time!
The St. John Pancake Supper will be held Sunday, evening,
November 12th with serving from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. All you
can eat pancakes will be served accompanied by sausage,
applesauce, and a beverage. The cost is $5.00 and children 5
and under are free.
The pancake supper tradition was started over 60 years ago
by the LLL group. This year the Christian Fellowship Society consented to organize
it, but your help is needed to make it a success! The CFS will have the grills set up
and the supplies needed on hand, so all you have to do is show up and do the job
of your choice. There is a sign up sheet for volunteers in the narthex. You can
help in the dining room, set the tables, mix pancake batter, man the pancake grills,
and help in the kitchen. This is a congregational effort and all ages are welcome.
We especially want all our members to come and join us for supper and fellowship that evening...and bring your friends and neighbors! The proceeds have been
designated for capital improvements currently being made at the church. We have
also been given a Thrivent Financial Action Team grant to help purchase the
needed groceries.
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REFORMATION 500 COMMEMORATION
The St. John choir participated in the Storm Lake Circuit
REFORMATION CHOIR FESTIVAL at St. John, Galva, on
October 22nd. Several church choirs of the area gathered
and presented anthems. Pastors presented brief information
about the Reformation, and those gathered sang several Luther hymns.
Our St. John family remembered the event in the worship services held October
28th and 29th. Special music was provided by the St. John Choir and St. John
Instrumental Ensemble. Dr. Martin Luther (a.k.a. Jerry Johnson) was interviewed
by Pastor Lesemann in the message for the day.
How did the church observe the 400th anniversary? Here is a note from our St.
John 125 history book: “In 1916 a Jubilee Collection was made to commemorate
the 400th Anniversary of the Reformation. Ferdinand Luepke collected from the
town members and Henry Peters from the rural members. Each quarter for the
next year they reported the amounts they had received, which eventually came to
around $250. An area Reformation service was held at Crozier.”
PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”
With that verse in mind, we are praying our way through the
directory (alphabetically). Families will be featured in each
newsletter that everyone can pray for. Some items to
include in your prayers might be if they are sick, ask for
healing and patience; if they are active members, ask God to
keep their faith strong; if they have not been in church
recently, ask God to help them reestablish connections with
their faith; if they are near death, pray for God’s blessings and assurance of their
faith. The next members on our prayer list are Geoff Eddie, Inez Eimers, Sherri Ell,
Holton Falck (and his mom, Tonya), Mark Falck (and his family), Ron & Linda Falck,
Cynthia and Melanie Fetrow, Christopher Fisher, Bob & Karen Fletcher, Pam
Fredriksen, and Larry Fritz.
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FALL BANQUET - The Bridge of Storm Lake is hosting its annual Fall Banquet. It will
take place on Saturday, November 11th at BVU from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. There will be a meal and
silent auction with a short program. Tickets for the evening are $25 each or you can reserve a
table of 8 for $200. They are looking for donations for auction items/services. If you would
like tickets or are able to donate something, contact the Bridge office by November 1st (call
712-213-0195 or email office@thebridgeofstormlake.com).

IOWA LUTHERAN SCHOOL TUITION ORGANIZATION - If you would like to contribute
to the ILSTO to help provide financial assistance to students who attend a Lutheran
elementary or secondary school in Iowa, you have until December 31, 2017 to mail your
gift for this year. Giving is not limited to Lutherans or church members, so please share
this information with others. The benefit to you is a great tax credit of 65% on your Iowa
state taxes, plus you are able to use the charitable deduction on your federal taxes. For
more information, contact Dewey Torkelson (712-260-2991) or check the following
websites (www.iowalutheransto.org or www.iowasto.org).
PASTOR’S ARTICLE CONTINUES FROM PAGE 3...
There is a benefit to understanding that God is Lord of your life and at work in your life,
and that He is living and active. The closer you get to the greatness of God, the more you
acknowledge God as Lord, and the more you are into His Word, the more you will understand
that you are His special gift, His beloved child in whom He is well pleased. Through Jesus you
are one of God’s chosen race, a royal priesthood, citizens of a holy nation (1 Peter 2:9-10). We
are redeemed and on our way to heaven!
So in the short time that we are left on this earth let us worship God with our heart and
soul and mind and strength. Let us continue to live a life of thanksgiving, offering back to God
our time, our worship, and our monetary gifts as the Holy Spirit leads us, glorifying God and
pointing others to Him! I am so thankful for you, my St John family and all you do for Him!
You are a blessing and I thank God for you!
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
Luke 12:31 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and he will give you everything you
need.
Philippians 4:19 And my God will fully supply your every need according to his glorious
riches in the Messiah Jesus.
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I received this devotion in early October and thought it had a good stewardship
message. Since our thoughts turn to thankfulness and stewardship this time of the
year, I thought I’d include it in this newsletter.

Start Giving to Others
“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be
measured to you” (Luke 6:38).

Generosity isn’t just about money. Lots of people say, “As soon as I get rich I’ll
become more generous.” But the great givers often have the least money. Grandmothers on meager pensions are sending a few dollars each month to help build
orphanages. People barely making ends meet are giving to feed the hungry.
Retired employees are mentoring younger workers. Single people with limited
resources are spending their evenings working with the homeless or families in
need. No matter where you are financially, you can begin a lifestyle of giving. If
you can come up with money for a nice car, dining out, movie tickets, dating, and
other leisure activities, chances are you can find something to give if you really want
to. Jesus said, ‘Give away your life; you’ll find life...not merely given back—[but]
given back with bonus and blessing’ (v. 38). Want a bonus? Want a blessing? Start
giving your time, treasure, and talent to others. Jesus either lied or He told the
truth, and you need to find out which. If you believe He told the truth you’d be
foolish to withhold instead of giving. Norman Vincent Peale said, “When you
become detached mentally from yourself and concentrate on helping other people
with their difficulties, you’ll be able to cope with your own more effectively. Somehow the act of self-giving is a personal power-releasing factor.” Jesus said, ‘Giving,
not getting, is the way. Generosity begets generosity.’ So start giving to others and
see what happens.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me get and stay focused on others rather than on
myself, trusting You in all I do. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Written by Tim Hetzner, President of Lutheran Church Charities, October 8, 2017
Devotion@lutheranchurchcharities.org
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

November Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

LaVerne Grigsby & Ladene Ponsor

Greeters:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Acolytes:
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
is sponsored by Audrey Gutz.

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
The choir will rehearse each
Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm.
New members are always welcome.

Altar Flowers
5th - Marvin & Laura Bumann
12th - Bruce & Amy Lesemann
19th - Bob & Karen Fletcher
26th - In memory of David
Coleman by Dan
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