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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

++++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Sunday School and H.S. Bible
Class begin at 10:30 am.
In November, the classes will
meet at Grace.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof). Pastor Lesemann’s
Bible Study is taking a break
while he fills the Newell vacancy.
ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Message from Pastor Lesemann
I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers… Ephesians 1:16
Pastor’s Appreciation…
First of all, I want to thank all of you for your kind words and gifts you have given and
the prayers you have offered on my behalf for the “Pastor Appreciation” celebration. I have
to say it is a joy to serve you and our Savior in this way. Thank you!
As the saying goes behind every good man is a good woman and this is truly the case in
my situation! Without Amy I could not be the man or the pastor I am for St. John Lutheran
Church. I thank God for her! But also along the same line I would like to modify this
saying and share what I also believe is the case. I believe that behind every good pastor is
also a good congregation. THANK YOU, members of St. John, for being so supportive and
caring for me and my family! Again, I say it is a joy, and an honor to serve the Lord as
your pastor!
Another thing is this; I believe that God has called me to be a servant that is to serve the
members of St. John. I do not believe I am here to be your boss. Yes, I am your “called”
spiritual leader, paid and therefore held accountable, to lead, encourage, pray, console,
teach, preach, visit, commune, guide, facilitate, help, etc. But I am not a boss who is
supposed to rule over everyone and micromanage every committee of the congregation.
And what’s more, as your pastor I am called to be an example of Christian life AND of
repentance (Not that we all aren’t suppose to be that kind of example, we are).
For all these things I have mentioned I covet your prayers. My calling as your pastor is
an enjoyable calling but also at times a difficult one. There are many trials and temptations
in this line of work. And Satan loves it when shepherds, like myself, stumble and fall into
sin. These situations cause great difficulties for churches even causing people to fall away
from the church. Some may even lose their faith in Christ over it.
So in closing, I give God thanks and praise for you! Thank you for your prayers and
support! May God strengthen all of us to live as His servants as we follow His example
given to us in Christ! And may we always rejoice in the salvation He won for us!
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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Ladies’ Aid
St. John Ladies’ Aid met on October 7
with Janet Glasgow as the hostess.
Marilyn Mittelstadt’s devotional
message reminded us to put God first in
our prayers just as the Lord did in the
Lord’s Prayer and not focus on our own
wants.
The topic, “The Time is Now,” led by Donna Truelsen, encouraged
to see others as Christ sees them. The time is now to be all that we
can be for Him, in him, and by Him.
We reflected on the LWML Zone Rally hosted in September. We
noted the above-average attendance, and above-average ingathering
for the Peaveys and offering designated for our own zone
treasury. Final plans were made for the observance of LWML Sunday
on Oct. 11.
The group approved “signing-on” to the District LWML grant
request initiated by St. John, Alta, in support of Cornerstone for Life.
President Donna closed the meeting with information on the
National LWML grant for disaster trailers and a prayer for this project.

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP SOCIETY
Christian Fellowship Society met on October 25. Dave Dose opening with
meeting with a devotion written by Rev. Ken Klauss. Martin Luther made people
of his day aware of God’s gift of salvation; now it is our time to tell others what
Jesus has done for them.
Plans for the pancake supper were finalized.
Using information from the current Lutheran Witness, we reviewed the life and
times of Martin Luther. A concluding thought stressed the importance of teaching
the Word in its truth. While many think indulgences were the root of the
Reformation, they were the “cough;” the “cancer” was the fact that the Word of
God had been distorted and ignored. We were made aware of the “Wittenberg
Project” undertaken by LCMS to restore the Latin School where Luther taught as a
“tourist attraction” and “mission” in an area where few professing Christians live.
Dave Stille provided refreshments, and fellowship continued over “coffee.”
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TO OUR ST. JOHN FAMILY: Thank you so much for
all the cards, gifts and encouraging words that you have
given to me for my birthday and for Pastor's Appreciation
Month. And thank you also for the gathering on Sunday,
the bountiful potluck meal, the beautiful corsage & boutonnière, the entertaining choir and the brave skit-giving
entertainers as well! You are all so kind to your pastor and his family! You made us feel
very loved and appreciated. Thank you! God bless you all! In His grace, Pastor Bruce H.
Lesemann
LUTHER’S CHRISTMAS is the title of this year’s Children’s Christmas Service.
The kids from Grace and St. John will team up to present this service to the
congregation on Sunday, December 20th at 6:00 pm at St. John (notice the date; it’s not on Christmas Eve this year). A flyer with specific dates and practice times is printed on another
page in the newsletter. The flyer has also been posted on the bulletin boards and was sent
home with the S.S. children.

CHOIR NOTES — The Advent/Christmas season is just around the corner. Music is an
important part of this time of year. YOU CAN BE A PART OF THE CHOIR WHICH BRINGS
THE MESSAGE OF GOD’S GIFT TO MANKIND. Join us as we rehearse on Wednesday
evenings at 7:30. We also invite those who play instruments to share their skills.
HOLIDAY SERVICE TIMES - November and December are busy months around
a church! To help you plan your holiday worship attendance, please mark your
calendars for the following special service times:
 Saturday & Sunday, November 14th & 15th - Stewardship Weekend
(services are at their regular times; 6:00 pm Saturday and 9:00 am Sunday)
 Wednesday, November 25th 7:00 pm - Thanksgiving Eve Service
 Wednesday, December 2nd, 9th, and 16th 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm - Advent
 Sunday, December 20th 6:00 pm - Children’s Christmas Service
 Thursday, December 24th 6:00 pm - Christmas Eve
 Friday, December 25th 9:00 am - Christmas Day
 Saturday, December 26th - No Saturday evening service
 Thursday, December 31st 7:00 pm - New Year’s Eve with Holy Communion
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CAMP OKOBOJI IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS - Do you have some spare time in the
next two weeks? Camp Okoboji is looking for volunteers to help with raking, picking up sticks,
and mulching before the weather gets too cold. They have not set any specific days to do the
work, so that means they will accommodate your schedule! The only thing they ask is that
you contact them first and let them know which day(s) you are coming to help, so they can
plan for you. You can come by yourself to work or you are also able to make it a family or
youth work day. If you would like to help, please contact Kellie (712-337-3325) at Camp
Okoboji.

IOWAY BANQUET – Please join us at the 7th annual IOWAY Banquet at St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Ft. Dodge on Saturday, November 7th. Registration begins at 4:30
pm. This is your opportunity to enjoy a great catered meal and hear about the many
IOWAY projects that people have participated in. RSVP is needed (call Ellie at 515370-1159). More details are on a flyer on the bulletin board.
MEN’S BREAKFAST and BIBLE STUDY – The IDW will sponsor a men’s breakfast
and Bible Study on November 7th at Memorial Lutheran Church in Ames.
Registration begins at 8:00 am. Pre-Registration cost is $12; cost is $15 if paid at
the door. Rev. Jonathon Conner will present the topic, “How to Wreck Your
Marriage.” A flyer with more details is on the bulletin board. Registration forms
are available in the office.
H-E-L-P !!! - St. John will host its annual PANCAKE SUPPER on Sunday evening,
November 8, with serving from 5-7 p.m. We need YOUR HELP in various ways in this
endeavor. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. The youth committee has requested funds for
upcoming youth activities, so youth and their parents are taking responsibility for the set
up and the dining room. Others are needed to fry pancakes and help in the
kitchen. Tickets are available from CFS members and in the church office. This is a good
opportunity to wear your St. John polo shirt, if you have one.
IN APPRECIATION - Rev. Mark and Stefanie Rabe are grateful for the $200.00 they
received from St. John to help support their mission work in Mekane Yesus Church in
Ethiopia. Mark will be serving in Addis Ababa as a teacher training pastors and teachers to serve in congregations, seminaries, or one of the Bible colleges. The whole
family, which includes his wife Stefanie, and their children: Noah (13), Gabriella (11),
Julianna (9), and Matthias (4) will be learning the Amharic language and culture.
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Love
By: Celeste Cummins
Stewardship Thoughts

“We continually remember before our God your work produced by faith,
your labor prompted by love,
and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Thessalonians 1:3).
The verse above is the Stewardship theme for this year. We will be celebrating Stewardship Sunday this month on the weekend of November 15th. Last month, my newsletter
article focused on faith. This month, we will take a look at love and next month, we will
contemplate hope.










Have you ever known someone who could be described as a “sharp and abusive critic” of
yours?1 What if this person repeatedly insulted you over a period of years, called you a
“gorilla,”2 blamed a failure on your “painful imbecility,”3 and referred to you as a “d*^#d
fool?”4 Would you want to walk away from this person and never see them again or would
you desire to work with them on a daily basis? Most of us would never want to see them
again!
This reminds me so much of our story with God. By nature, we are opposed to God and
want nothing to do with Him. We insult Him and do not want to follow what He tells us to
do. We want to run as far away as we can from the nearest church. Yet, Romans 5:8 assures
us, “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Why?
Imagine the surprise when President Abraham Lincoln told his staff he believed that
Edwin Stanton – the man who had said all these disparaging things about him in the opening
paragraph - was the best person to serve as his Secretary of War! Lincoln’s advisers were
appalled and told him that he should seek to destroy his enemies rather than treat them like
friends. Lincoln’s response was that he was destroying his enemies when he made them his
friends.5
That is the same reason why Christ died for us. We were His enemies, but His death made
us His friends! How was President Lincoln able to look past the negative relationship he and
Stanton had to offer him “the most powerful civilian post”5 that was available? The answer
lies in 1 John 4:19, “We love because He first loved us.” It was God’s gift of love that made
this possible.
(The article continues on the top of the next page)
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Years later, when President Lincoln lay dying from the assassination, all eyes turned to
Stanton as he lowered himself into the chair next to Lincoln’s bed. All anticipated that
Stanton would make some pronouncement, “but instead he burst into loud, convulsive
sobs.”6
In love, Lincoln was able to overlook the insults and abuse he had endured from Stanton
and elevated him to one of the highest levels of authority. “We show our spiritual maturity
by how we respond to those who have treated us wrongfully. God’s love is most evident
when we show our love to those who dislike us or mistreat us.”7 Christian stewardship is a
steady and increasing journey that shares the love God has placed in us with others.
Notes: 1, 2 & 4. http://www.mrlincolnswhitehouse.org/inside.asp?ID=96&subjectID=2
3. http://www.mrlincolnandfriends.org/inside.asp?pageID=86
5 & 7. Maturing as Stewards Through Faith, Love, and Hope by Ronald & Phyllis Chewning. Copyright 2007, p. 20.
6. http://abrahamlincolnsclassroom.org/abraham-lincolns-contemporaries/abraham-lincoln-and-edwin-stanton

JOIN US for St. John’s Annual...
Sunday, Nov. 8th
5:00 - 7:00 pm
Tickets $5.00
Children 5 and under - Free

We’ll be serving...
Delicious pancakes, sausages,
applesauce, and beverages

9

In our bulletin, we continue to explain the parts of the
liturgy. In each newsletter, we will provide a deeper
explanation of each of these sections.

Sermon - It is through the sermon that we come to a better understanding of ourselves,
especially our need for God’s forgiveness. At the same time, we also come face to face
with God’s love, mercy, and grace. Week after week in the sermon, we hear God’s voice
preparing us for that final day when our Lord will call us to our eternal Home. In some
areas, the sermon is called a homily, which comes from the Greek for “discourse.”
Creed - When Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” He was not looking
for their opinions, but rather He was seeking a confession of their faith. In the same way,
when we confess the faith of the church in our creed, our confession speaks about God –
who He is and what He has done. The confession of the triune God involves the whole
church, as well as the saints in Heaven. Many of those saints were martyrs who put their
lives on the line as they defended the truths we confess in our creeds. Still today, many
Christians are risking their lives to confess these truths.
There are three universal Creeds in the church. At St. John, we use the Apostles’ Creed
(LSB p. 159) on non-Communion Sundays. Though it was not written by the Apostles, this
creed summarizes the apostolic teachings of Scripture. It dates back to the second century
where it was developed as a statement of faith in conjunction with Holy Baptism. The
Nicene Creed (LSB p. 158) was composed in 325 A.D. at the council of bishops (pastors) in
Nicaea. It was written as a defense against the false teachings that claimed Jesus was not
true God. In 381 A.D., the creed was expanded to its present form at the Council of
Constantinople. The Athanasian Creed (LSB p. 319-320) is an expression of the Trinitarian
faith and is used on Trinity Sunday (the Sunday after Pentecost). Though it bears the name
of Athanasius, it was not written by him (he was around in the fourth century and this creed
originated around 500 A.D.).
Preface - The Preface is the opening dialogue between the Pastor and people in the
Communion liturgy. These words date back to the second century, making them the most
ancient part of the Divine Service.
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Offertory - “What shall I render to the Lord?” The truth is we have nothing to render to
Him. All that we are and all that we have are gifts from God. The offering that we do make
is the sacrifice of thanksgiving when we call on the name of the Lord (Psalm 116:17; LSB p.
159-160). We do this when we recognize that we are on the receiving end of God’s merciful
goodness. Our resulting action is to praise the One Who provided us with all of our blessings. Our praise comes in the form of our worship, our songs, and our prayers, but also our
offerings of time, money, and talents. If the thankfulness flows from our lips, it will also be
an expression of our very selves for the sake of Christ and for the benefit of our neighbor.
Sanctus - The Sanctus (SAHNK-toose) is the liturgical song which is sung at the
beginning of the Communion liturgy. If any part of the worship service provides a glimpse into
Heaven, this is it. The first part of the Sanctus is the eternal song of the angels gathered
around the throne of God in the vision that was given to Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1-4). The second
half recalls the story of Palm Sunday (Matthew 21:9). (LSB p. 161).

OBSERVANCES
At times, it seems like the church has a language all its own. We have made it through
most of the liturgical terms. Now, we will start including the observances (such as
church seasons, festival days, etc). We begin in November with the observance of All
Saints’ Day.
All Saints’ Day - This ancient observance originally commemorated the martyrs of the
church (those who had died for the faith). Since then, it was expanded to include all those
who have died in the faith. Because all who belong to Christ are saints, the festival rightly
emphasizes our unity with all believers, both those living and those who have died. It is
celebrated on November 1st.
Advent - Advent is the first season of the church year. The word comes from the Latin, advenire, which means “to come.” During the season of Advent, we prepare for Christ’s
coming as a baby in Bethlehem, His coming to us in Word and Sacrament, and His final
coming in glory.
Church Year - The first half of the church’s calendar begins with Advent and continues
with Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost. The second half of the
church year (the Sundays after Pentecost/Trinity) focus on the ministry of Christ and conclude with an emphasis on the end times.
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

November Worship Assistants

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL

Altar Guild:

LaVerne G. and Jim & Renee P.

NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR SOUL

Greeters:

Saturday

THROUGH THE WORD.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

To God be all the Glory.

Sunday
Diane Krueger
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann
Acolytes:

We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

Special Music
You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at
St. John.
The choir
rehearses each
Wednesday
night at 7:30
pm.

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Nyaryck Malout
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Summer Wendt

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has yet to be sponsored.

Altar Flowers
1 - In memory of Irene Wiley, mother
of Barb Phillips
8 - Ron & Barb Walters
15 - Bob & Karen Fletcher - Anniversary
22 - In memory of David Coleman by
Dan Coleman
29 - Bruce & Amy Lesemann
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