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Praise the Lord!
St. John’s Annual
Pancake Supper
Sunday, Nov. 9th
5:00—7:00 p.m.
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

of each month

of each month

++++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries
KAYL 8:00 a.m.
Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders, for ages 3 years
thru 8th grade, and the High
School Bible Class both meet at
10:15 a.m. on the 2nd Floor.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Classes meet at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof) and in the Library
(led by Pastor Lesemann).

ST. JOHN EAGLE

2

Message from Pastor Lesemann
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own. Matthew 6:34
The last few days I have been packing in preparation for my trip to the Philippines. Doing
this ahead of time is unusual because, as many of you know, it is difficult for me to do things
early. Even something as simple as writing this newsletter article a week early is a struggle.
Why is that? My initial answer is procrastination, at least when it deals with doing those
things that are just plain difficult for me. But other times there are only so many hours in the
day and I can’t get it done, so I simply have to put it off until tomorrow.
In our verse above from Matthew though, we have something that we should put off, or not
do at all! That is worry. But worry is something that I seem to ALWAYS have time for - at
least it seems that way. Every day there is probably something that all of us spend too much
time thinking and/or worrying about. Here are some of my recent worries: Ebola, politics, my
feeling of helplessness as things seem to go from bad to worse, my past mistakes, flying in a
plane, the future of my children, the trend of our nation, making ends meet, providing for my
family, not spending enough time with my family, and what am I supposed to do about this,
that and everything else! The list can go on and on.
But what is the advice that God gives us? For that we simply go to the previous verse of
Matthew chapter 6:33, “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.” It sounds so too easy but it is so true! Those things that
are on our minds - those things that we are concerned about ... the best way to deal with them,
face them, and take action on them is to first seek God and His righteousness. Doing this sets
the tone for the direction God wants us to take. First seek God in His Word. Do you want
another good verse where God gives us direction? Seek God in prayer as it says in Philippians
4:6 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Our God is an almighty God. He knows about
EVERYTHING! He knows about you and cares for you and wants to take care of you! Let us
trust in Him.
Also remember God has taken care of us most importantly through His Son Jesus Christ, and
He will continue to take care of us in this life. But remember, it doesn’t end here. He even has
a place prepared for us in heaven where He will continue to take care of us forever!
So the next time you worry, remember that God has some advice for you. Trust in Him!
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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Minutes of the 19 October 2014 Parish Planning Council
The following reports were submitted for the “virtual meeting.”
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Kuhn will be filling in while Pastor Lesemann is in the Philippines from 22 October
to 03 November 2014.
St. John member Thomas Ngor has taken funds for the Akobo Lutheran Church to South
Sudan. He will meet the president and Pastor of the Akobo Lutheran Church in Ethiopia.
Pastor married Patrick Hathaway and Wendy Olson on October 11, 2014. Pastor will begin
working on their membership when he returns from the Philippines.
The fall/winter worship schedule will be as follows:
Thanksgiving Service: November 26, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
Advent Services: Start on December 3, 2014 at 12:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service: 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Day Service: 9:00 a.m.
New Year’s Eve Service: 7:00 p.m.
The next lay ministers’ meeting: November 17, 2014.
Treasurer’s Report (Karen Fletcher):
As of September 30, 2014, all bills have been paid. There is a balance of $7,788.94.
Board of Church Properties (David Dose):
1) Bob and Dave sat in on the recent organ tuning. We both became more knowledgeable
about the functions of the organ.
2) The exhaust fan motor in the kitchen will be repaired before the pancake supper.
3) An offer has been made on the extra church pews.
4) Extra numbers and letters have been purchased for the church sign.
(The minutes continue on the next page)
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5) The new lawnmower purchased last spring may need a new motor, which will be
covered under the warranty.
6) Neither MidAmerican nor Alliant Energy offered rebates for the new energy efficient
windows installed early last summer.
Executive Director (Henry Hardt):
1) Vernon Winterhof has agreed to serve as St. John’s delegate to the circuit forum.
2) The November Parish Planning meeting will be Sunday, November 16, 2014 at 11:15
a.m. in the fireside room.
3) The various boards need to submit their COMPLETED budgets to Karen Fletcher,
Director of Stewardship, no later than December 10, 2014.
4) The proposed 2015 budget will be included in the worship folder the weekend of
December 13 and 14, 2014.
5) The 2015 budget information meeting will be held at 11:15 a.m. on Sunday, December
21, 2014 in the fireside room.
6) The January 2015 Voters’ Meeting will be held at 11:15 a.m. on Sunday, January 4,
2015 in the church sanctuary.
7) If members of the congregation are interested in District or Synod-wide activities, please
forward your interest or nominations to Henry Hardt, executive director. We will submit
the names for congregational approval at the January 2015 voters’ meeting.
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All that We Have
By: Celeste Cummins
In my life, meaningful things often hit me at the oddest moments and in the most peculiar
ways. I have often pondered exactly what stewardship is. So many people think it's about
money. If we give our 10% (or even more), we have successfully completed the task of
stewardship. Our mission has been fulfilled for another year! But, stewardship is more
like a pie and giving your 10% (your financial offering) is only one piece of it.
What does the whole stewardship pie look like? That answer came to me so simply as we
celebrated LWML Sunday this year. The concept of stewardship was summarized so
eloquently nearly 60 years ago by Rev. Harry Fricke. Today, his words are known as the
LWML Pledge. I was not able to find any reference to a Bible verse or a hymn that Pastor
Fricke based his prayer on, but you may want to open your hymnal to “Take My Life and
Let It Be” (LSB 783 and TLH 400) because the words of that hymn bear a striking similarity
to the ones Pastor Fricke wrote.
In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of
redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and
in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our
willing service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to
our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our
voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver
and our gold to extend His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every
power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring into
eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. © 1955 LWML authored by Rev. Harry Fricke
With these words, Pastor Fricke beautifully summarized all that stewardship involves.
Stewardship begins with our dedication to God. All that we have in this life, our possessions, our family, and even our very breath comes from God. It is His gift to us. The word
stewardship comes from the word steward, which means, “a person who manages another's
property or financial affairs” (www.dictionary.reference.com). We are God's stewards. He
gave us everything to be used for His glory and honor. To that end, we are willing to serve
“wherever and whenever He has need of us.” For some, that means traveling to another
country to tell them about God's love. To others, it may be serving food at funerals in the
church basement or composing hymns to be sung in church. The ways in which we serve
all vary according to our individual gifts and abilities.
God uses our hands and our feet to allow us to serve Him. Those feet may take us to a
nursing home to visit a shut-in and our hands can give that person a comforting hug of
reassurance. Our hands and feet can also be used to go to Walmart to purchase school
supplies for needy kids or fill baskets for children at Christmas time.
(continued…)
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We can use our voices to sing His praises. I always joke that I am able to be a part of
choirs because Psalm 100:1 tells us, “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!” It may
sound like a “joyful noise” to those who are musically inclined, but God doesn't care if our
singing is off-tune or not! He just desires our praise and thanksgiving.
Our lips proclaim God's love. Instead of using our lips to judge, ridicule, and degrade
others, words of praise and thanksgiving should come from them. Psalm 34:1 tells us, “His
praise shall continually be in my mouth.”
Next, we come to the part that most people think of as stewardship: our silver and our
gold. Yes, we do need to give our financial offerings to God, even if we are able to
contribute in other ways, as well. Our offerings help support the people who are spreading
God's Word throughout the land, not just missionaries, but local Pastors, teachers, and
DCEs. If God has blessed you financially, praise Him by joyfully sharing it with others.
Surrendering “our will to do His will” may be one of the hardest thing to do. We have our
own ideas of what our life should be like, how we want it to turn out. After all, the popular
phrase tells us, “You only live once!” But, often, that life turns out far differently than we
had planned. It was never Joni Eareckson Tada's desire to be a quadriplegic, yet look how
many lives God has touched through her accident and what a wonderful witness she is in
telling others about God.
The last piece of the stewardship puzzle is for us to use “every power of our life to the
great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him.” Some days I
get discouraged and wonder if I'm following God's plan for my life. I've often asked Pastor,
“What's our purpose? Why are we here?” His answer is always the same. He tells me we
are here to tell others about God and to give glory to Him. That is what stewardship means
– using our whole life, all that we have been given, to praise and worship God!!! All of
these areas combine to create the “Stewardship Pie,” where every slice is important.

Stewardship Pie

Dedication
Willing Service
Our Hands
Our Feet
Our Voices
Our Lips
Our Silver & Gold
Our Will
Our Life
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Ladies’ aid notes
St. John Lutheran Ladies’ Aid met on Wednesday, October 1, 2014, at 1:30
p.m. Hostess for the meeting was Janet Glasgow. Marilyn Mittelstadt led the
devotion reminding us that our mission field is where we are.
Donna Truelsen led the Bible study using the LWML Quarterly study
“Forgiven Creatures.”
President Donna presided at the business meeting.
Sixteen members
answered roll call by relating how they planned to serve the Lord in this LWML
year.
We have been contacted about the possibility of providing supper for Habitat
for Humanity workers. Donna was asked to get more information
LWML Sunday would be observed at the worship services on October 4 and 5.
Assignment of readers and ushers was made. The group rehearsed a song to
sing during the service. Again this year we will have a “noisy can” collection of
mites before the regular offering.
We were made aware of the fact that groups given National LWML mite
grants are requesting the money faster than it is being received. The national
organization is asking each organization to make a special offering at this time
to help build the funds. The gift of $50 was approved.
We closed the meeting by reading about LWML grant to support preparing
leaders for a diverse world at Concordia College, Selma, Alabama, and praying
the Lord’s Prayer together.









WE’RE INVITED - St. John has received the following
invitation:
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH, CHEROKEE, will
sponsor its third hymn festival on Sunday, November 9, at 3
p.m. Dr. Scott Hyslop, music director at St. Lorenz Lutheran
Church, Frankenmuth, MI, will again be the featured organist
and director of the program.
A community choir will assist
in the presentation; the group will rehearse on Saturday,
November 8 and again in the early afternoon on Sunday.
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP SOCIETY
The big Fall Project of the Christian Fellowship Society is organizing the St. John Pancake Supper which will be Sunday, November 9. Serving is from 5:00-7:00. We invite
ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION to enjoy an evening of fellowship and
good food. For just $5 you can have all you can eat pancakes served with sausage,
applesauce, and beverage; children 5 and under are free.
Proceeds from the event are used to fund the Portals of Prayer books (currently $600
a year), Christmas sacks for the children, and other projects around the church. Because the entire congregation benefits from the event, we ask members of the congregation to assist in the project. Youth can help in the dining room; adults are needed to
help in both the kitchen and dining room. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex.
The first meeting in the fall was September 28. Pastor Lesemann presented the
topic, “Joining Jesus on His Mission: How to be an Everyday
Missionary.” One of the thoughts presented was that we do not work for Jesus, but rather with
Jesus.
Harlan led the group in prayer, and refreshments were provided by the
Zabloudils. The October meeting was held on the 26th. Lois Lytle presented devotions giving the background of the hymns, “Now Thank We All our God” and “Take My Life and
Let It Be.” Since this was Reformation Sunday, Suzanne Winterhof gave an overview
of the church in Luther’s Day and compared it with today. We discussed errant doctrine
found in churches today. The Winterhofs served refreshments.








St. John was pleased to host a District Music Workshop on Saturday, October 4.
Clinicians included the Rev. Stephen Starke (author of the text of many hymns in our
hymnal) and Dr. J. Gordon Christensen, director of music at St. Paul Lutheran, Council
Bluffs. Forty church musicians and pastors attended the event. Suzanne Winterhof
was the on-site coordinator; thank you to these members who helped with food
service and registration: Amy Lesemann, Laura Bumann, Donna Truelsen, Lois Lytle,
Carolyn Goecke, Kristi Miller, and JoAnn Oatman.
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Sunday, November 9th, 2014
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Tickets $5.00
Children 5 and under – Free
Delicious Pancakes, Sausages,
Applesauce, and Beverages

St. John Lutheran Church
402 Lake Ave – Storm Lake
All are WELCOME!
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GET READY FOR PANCAKES!! The annual pancake
supper is coming soon to St. John. It will be held on Sunday,
November 9, 2014 from 5:00—7:00 pm. For $5.00/ticket, you
can have all the pancakes, applesauce, sausages, and drinks that
you would like (kids 5 and under are fee). Tickets are available
from CFS members, following the church services on Saturday
evening and Sunday morning, and also in the office from Celeste
during the week.
START THINKING ABOUT POINSETTIA ORDERS - Order forms will be
appearing soon in the bulletin so you can order your poinsettias for Christmas.
The cost will be $10 per plant (payable to “St. John Lutheran Church” and
please note “poinsettia order” in the memo line). The orders will be due on
Wednesday, December 10th.
THE DECEMBER NEWSLETTER will be coming out on November 21st
because of the short week of Thanksgiving. If you have something to include in
that issue, it will be due on Monday, November 17th.
THANK YOU for the financial support that was received for Rev. Dr. David
and Julie Faulkner ($344.00). Your support of missionaries is much needed and
very appreciated.
WE NEED YOU - Here at St. John, we have something that many churches
do not have, an Endowment Fund. This fund is used to financially support
the work of the Church beyond the normal everyday bills. We need your
help in deciding where to best use these funds and are looking for 3
members to add to the Endowment Fund Committee. If you are interested,
please call the church office today! In His grace, Pastor Lesemann
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR SOUL
THROUGH THE WORD.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

To God be all the Glory.
We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

November Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

LaVerne G. and Jim & Renee P.

Greeters:

Saturday
Renae Norwood
Sunday
Diane Krueger
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann
Acolytes:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Austin Gaffney
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Georgea Luedtke

Special Music
You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at
St. John.
The
choir
rehearses at
7:30 pm on
Wednesday
evenings.

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
is sponsored by Bob & Karen Fletcher.

Altar Flowers
2nd - In honor of Dan & Laurie
Gaffney’s wedding anniversary
9th - Bill & Vee Tutt
16th - Bruce and Amy Lesemann
18th anniversary
23rd - In memory of David Coleman
by Dan Coleman

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!

30th - Still available
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