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Pancake Supper

Sunday, November 11
5:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Pancakes, Sausages,
Applesauce, and Beverages

Wednesday,
November 21st
7:00 p.m.

Tickets $5.00
5 & under - Free
Staff and Special Events
Pastor Lesemann
Council Minutes & Budget
Funeral Services
Meetings and Notes
Pancake Supper
Christmas Practice & Giving Thanks
Worship Assistants and Flowers

2
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4-10
11
11-12

Loyalty
Sunday

13
14-15

November 18th
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

of each month

of each month

++++++
Lutheran Hour Ministries
KAYL 8:00 a.m.
Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders, for ages 3 years
thru 8th grade, and the High
School Bible Class both meet at
10:15 a.m. on the 2nd Floor.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Classes meet at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof) and in the Library
(led by Pastor Lesemann).

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Message from Pastor Lesemann
He will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. Matthew 12:18
Does Jesus care about the Presidential Election? Whose side is Jesus really on? Who does He
agree with—the oppressed or the oppressors?
Naturally, Jesus is on the side of the oppressed. Matthew saw that He was just like the prophet
had said He would be: one who wouldn’t break a bruised reed or quench a smoldering wick. He
had compassion for the mistreated and dejected. He invited the working class and the oppressed
into His presence. He knew how hard it was for a rich man to get to heaven.
Still, it is impossible to say one political party has sole right to Jesus. Nor can you confine
Him to a particular political agenda. He’s the Savior of all people and His criticism is aimed at
all of us because we all need His forgiveness. The lost and dejected are found in every political
party and in every social class. What did Jesus say about the wealthy man Zacchaeus? “He also
is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:9-10).
How then does He carry out justice forward to victory? Not with usual political means. Christ
doesn’t use propaganda, He doesn’t challenge people to debate, He doesn’t send His disciples
to demonstrate and shout slogans. “Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets” (Matthew
12:19). People can win victories for justice in that way, but again not Christ.
For Christ, it’s a matter of achieving the victory over evil itself and over our own old Adam.
The decisive battle took place on Good Friday. Christ was silent, and the masses screamed in
the streets. Christ Himself became the bruised reed and smoldering wick that His opponents—
the priests, the politicians and the people—thought they could crush and extinguish. Then
justice achieved the victory—first and foremost our lost right to be God’s children was restored,
but also Gods’ righteous Law wasn’t revoked by Christ’s death but fulfilled—and that victory
for justice echoes in every heart that Christ has the power over. Now a new constitution exists:
Our Lord is one and we are all brothers. See to the best in others; you live to serve. It is a
victory will not be complete until Christ returns. Until then the battle rages. God’s Law
demands both truth and justice yet His mercy will prevail.
So whose side are we on? With God’s help we are on His side where He stands—under His
protection, shielded by His atonement, enveloped by His forgiveness, saturated by His love. As
His willing servant, may we always be prepared to stand up for His justice and make room for
His love. May we always be willing to help those who are forgotten, left out, and badly treated.
May we always be ready to stand up against injustices and abuse and quickly admit our wrongs.
Lord, lead Your justice to victory, in my heart and in my deeds, in our people and in the whole
world. (Adapted from “To Live with Christ” Daily Devotions by Bo Giertz)
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann

3

Council Minutes

Sunday, October 21, 2012

Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order at 11:15 am.
Pastor Lesemann’s devotion expanded upon 1 Cor. 12:27: “All His Parts.” Each
Christian is an important piece in the Body of Christ. Our contribution helps it live,
move, and work effectively. Ask God for the power of His Holy Spirit to grant us this
power.
Board of Youth - Jerry Johnson
Five St. John high schoolers will attend the Senior Youth Gathering in Des Moines
next month. Next July three kids will go to the National Youth Gathering with nine from
Grace Lutheran. Fund raisers will be forthcoming.
The Banana Bunch Bible Study meets next Sunday. They plan a progressive
Reformation dinner. In December, they’ll go caroling, and they’ll attend a hockey game
in January.
Board of Education - Jerry Johnson
This board is working on the Christmas Eve service. Faithbuilders continues to
use the Buck Denver program. This mission project is Kristin Matasovsky.
Board of Trustees - Dave Dose
The trustees are working through Renae’s health issues.
Bob Fletcher has hung 10 plastic hooks under the lights in the sanctuary for the
evergreen garlands to hang from.
Kevin Jesse is getting information and prices on a new furnace. Mike Overmohle
has suggested that it be installed in a second-story room rather than on the roof; this
would save money and make the furnace more accessible.
The trustees will work on their budget for 2013.
The new sump pump is working “okay.”
A portion of the memorial funds for Renae Jesse purchased a CD recorder. We’re
back on the air at KAYL.
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Board of Lay Ministers - Harlan Matasovsky
Schedule of upcoming events: Thanksgiving Eve service at 7 pm
Advent services at noon and 7 pm on
December 5, 12, & 19.
Christmas Eve service at 6 pm
Christmas Day at 9 am
New Year’s Eve at 6 pm
Pastor Lesemann will be in the Philippines from 10/27 through 11/13.
The lay ministers are working in their 2013 budget.
Board of Stewardship - Karen Fletcher
The 2013 offering envelopes are here. The board is working on Loyalty
Sunday. They will make a few changes as to the special offerings.
Treasurer’s Report - Karen Fletcher
Karen handed out a printed copy of the treasurer’s report, which extends
through 9/30. A full budget can be reviewed on the bulletin boards in the hall and in
the vestibule. The summary budget figures will be included in the November
newsletter.
Board of Evangelism - Audrey Gutz
Twelve St. John members have enjoyed each of the two monthly socials. The
November one will feature only cards, no movie. None in December; they will
resume in January 2013, and continue for three months. The board is working on
getting pens with the church name, address, and phone number to be handed out to
visitors and to members who wish to hand them out to people they call on.
Pastor Lesemann
Pastor requests prayers for him in the Philippines and for his family who won’t
be with him. Pastor Kuhn will be on call for that period and also from 11/19 through
11/23 when Pastor will again be gone.
The AA group has requested the use of the basement for three days (Feb 8 –
10) for a gathering of 30 people. Attendees will park across the streets from the
church.
** continued on the next page **
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Vernon Winterhof was selected as our circuit’s lay delegate to the national
LCMS convention; Pastor Harmon from Newell will be the pastoral delegate. Stan
Ullerich and Pastor Egger are the alternates, respectively.
Executive Director - Henry Hardt
The next parish planning meeting will be Sunday, November 18 at 11:15 am.
The next voters’ meeting will be Sunday, January 6, 2012 at 11:15 am. There will
be a congregational budget-information meeting in the Fireside Room on Sunday,
December 16 at 11:15 am; it will be the first agenda item of the parish planning
meeting. Directors of church boards are asked to submit their 2013 budgets to
Hardt by Sunday, December 2.
Our St. John budget is currently $2,000 behind, the difference between the
budget figures and the actual receipts.
Hardt reported about the set-aside funds for the 2013 deductible IRA health
reimbursement account. He has field for and received a tax credit for $3,370.97
from the IRS because the federal government provides same to non-profit
organizations which provide health insurance to their employees to encourage
employers to continue providing such insurance.
The parish planning board extends many thanks to volunteers helping out
Renae.
Hardt adjourned the meeting at noon. We closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.
—————
—————
—————
—————
St. John Pancake Supper - November 11th — A Pancake Supper is a longstanding tradition of the St. John congregation. It was started many years ago by
the men in the LLL.
This year it is being organized by the Christian Fellowship Society. Since the
proceeds benefit the entire congregation, all members are asked to volunteer to
assist. There are tasks for youth to adults…. from selling tickets, frying the cakes,
helping in the dining room and kitchen. Please sign up on the volunteer sheet in
the entry; sign up early and get the task you prefer. This year the proceeds have
been designated for the Capital Improvement Fund.

Be sure to support this endeavor by your volunteer service and bringing your
friends and neighbors to this evening of fellowship.
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3rd Quarter 2012 Treasurer Report by Karen Fletcher
CURRENT BALANCES of INTEREST
September 30, 2012
Home Fund (these are dollars we can use to pay bills) $ 6,470.89
Set Aside Funds for Medical Deductibles (2012)
$ 1,382.93
Set Aside Funds for Medical Deductibles (2013)
$ 3,370.97
Undesignated Memorial Funds
$ 200.00
Thrivent Gifts
$ 3,193.00
Roof/Furnace (now called Capital Improvements)
$42,489.69
Snowblower/Lawn Expense
$ 1,305.25
Organ Maintenance – set aside –Thrivent gift balance
$ 644.00
Sound System – set aside – Thrivent gift balance
$ 1,343.30
Mary-Martha – Set aside funds
$ 510.00
Income Received Summary:
Interest
Missions
Misc. Gifts (rents)
Thrivent Choice
Capital Improvements
Home Offerings

$ 35.17
$ 5,436.00
$ 370.00
$ 6,095.00
$14,033.75
$139,679.13

Income Totals 3rd Qtr 2012

$165,649.05

Expenses Summary:
Church Properties
Education-Youth,Faithbuilders-VBS,etc.
KAYL
Lay Ministers
Missions
Postage
Congregation- assessment, other

Expense Totals 3rd Qtr 2012

$ 41,406.99
$ 2,683.39
$
254.00
$ 90,886.87
$ 6,267.00
$
110.60
$
191.75

$141,800.60

Notes: Please continue your generous offerings to meet our regular expenses.
We hope to receive enough extra offerings for Capital Improvements to allow
the trustees to start needed improvements of furnace, flooring, roofing, etc.
without getting a loan.
SUBMITTED IN APPRECIATION OF YOUR SUPPORT TO YOUR CHURCH FAMILY
AT ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH.
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Funeral Services
Funeral services for Betty Ploeger, age 78, were held September 24, 2012 at
10:00 am. Following the service, a luncheon was served. Group 1 was in charge.
Those furnishing and serving the food included Phyllis Southwick, Lois Sahl, Lois
Lytle, Joann Oatman, Pat Boisen, Marvel Rosdail, Diane Krueger, Loretta
Rehnstrom, and Linda Falck.
Additional salads, cakes, and bars were furnished by Patty Barnes, Kyle Cejka,
Sally Wilkens, Donna Dose, Claire Benna, Pom Cook, Lori Dicks, Marilyn
Mittelstadt, Donna Truelsen, and Lil Cornell.
Additional workers were Suzanne Winterhof and Pastor Lesemann.
Thank you to everyone.
Funeral services for Dorothy Brecher, age 98, were held on October 10 at 1:00 pm. Following the
service, bars and cookies were served. Group 2 was in charge. Those furnishing and serving included
Donna Truelsen, Joann Lussman, Loretta Rehnstrom, and Renae Norwood.
Thank you to all who helped.

A funeral luncheon was held for Maxine Magnussen, age 93, on Tuesday, October 23, 2012.
HyVee catered scalloped potatoes with ham, salad, and cakes. Group 2 was in charge of
serving the lunch. Those helping to serve were Donna Truelsen, Marilyn Mittelstadt, Suzanne
Winterhof, Maxine Schramm, and Linda Falck.
Thank you, ladies, for helping out.
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

Ladies’ Aid Met October 3rd
Can you name the first female missionary/teacher in the Christian Church? You could, if
you had attended Joann Oatman’s topic at the Ladies’ Aid meeting held October 3. Her
fascinating presentation on Priscilla, a helper of Paul at Ephesus, reminded us of the important
role that women can play in the church.
Lois Sahl was our hostess for the meeting and Joann Oatman led devotions. Fourteen
members and one guest answered roll call telling of a Halloween memory which
included
early season snowstorms and Halloween merrymaking.
A note from Lela Koth was read; she is always happy to hear about events at St. John. Due
to the death of Betty Ploeger, Joanne Lussman was elected to serve as treasurer of
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the group. The treasurer books have been audited, and it was noted that some have not paid
for altar flowers. Plans were also made for observing LWML Sunday on October 7.
The meeting was adjourned with prayers for the Haskall Indian Mission in Kansas
(supported by the LWML) and the Lord’s Prayer.

Fellowship Society Tours Ida Grove Historical Museums

The Christian Fellowship Society traveled to Ida Grove on Sunday, October 7, to
tour the Grant #5 schoolhouse and the Moorehead Stage House. Seated in our desks
with inkwells, we enjoyed a citizenship lesson by one of the volunteer teachers. We
saw materials used by teachers in the early days and were reminded of the primitive
furnishings in schools of the era. We learned the Moorehead House (Ida Grove’s
earliest home) was the stop for the stage between Fort Dodge and Sioux City.
Besides being a home, it served meals to stagecoach passengers and was the
business hub of the town. Mr. Moorehead had to maintain a good relationship with the
Indians in the area, but the home did have a safe hiding place for children.
Those present gathered at the Family Table for supper and a brief business
meeting . The group approved organizing St. John’s annual Pancake Supper which
will be November 11 and asking the entire congregation to help. Proceeds were
designated for the Capital Improvement Fund. The group also approved a financial
gift to St. John’s Friendship Fund.
Music Notes - The Advent-Christmas season is nearing, and plans for special music
are in the air. The choir is rehearsing works from a cantata based on Christmas
carols. Why not join the choir in this endeavor! Rehearsals are at 8 pm on
Wednesday. Plans call for the choir and instrumentalists to enhance other services.
Know Your Church Family - Due to space limitations in this newsletter, these will be
published next month.
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Giving Thanks
By: Celeste Cummins
“In every thing give thanks” (1 Thessalonians 5:18a).
Many years ago, I heard someone explain this verse with these words, “It doesn’t say for
everything give thanks, but in everything give thanks.” That concept is quite true. We may not
be able to be thankful for everything that is happening in our lives (the bad economy, deaths,
illness, family problems), but we can be thankful in the midst of those circumstances. That’s a tall
order and at times it is so impossible for us to do. We want everything to go our way. We
want the “good” life (however you define that because it’s different for each person). When
things are not going our way, we certainly don’t want to be thankful! There are times we would
rather follow the advice Job’s wife gave to him, “Curse God and die” (Job 2:9). So, how do
we avoid following this advice?
I think the key is to read the advice in another of Paul’s epistles. In Philippians 4:11b-13, he
wrote, “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what is it to be in
need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any
and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do
everything through him who gives me strength.” Paul was content in “any and every situation.”
He was content when he was hungry. He was content when he was “in want” (lacking
necessities). So, was he also content in his shipwrecks and while he was imprisoned? He must
have been because he and Silas were singing hymns in prison (Acts 16:25). In other words, they
were being thankful in their situation. Undoubtedly, they were not thankful for their current
situation (would you be thankful if you were in prison?!).
I have noticed that content people are generally happy, thankful people, as well. They are
able to see the good things in life and keep a positive outlook. Because they are content, they
do not have a need to grumble or complain. Rather, they spend their time being joyful and
appreciative.
Paul’s secret to contentment, joy, and thankfulness can be found in Philippians 3:14. He
writes, “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus.” Paul’s secret is that he is content because he is going to heaven! Whatever trials,
problems, fears, ills he faces here on earth do not bother him because his contentment lies in
heaven.
How do we get such contentment? We turn to Jesus. Hebrews 12:2a tells us, “Let us fix our
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith…” When our eyes are fixed on Him, they
cannot look elsewhere for contentment, happiness, or joy. It will only be found in Jesus!
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

November Worship Assistants
YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR
SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.

St. John Lutheran Church
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

To God be all the Glory.

We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

Altar Guild:
Greeters:

LaVerne Grigsby & Lois Lytle
Saturday
Dave & Donna Dose
Sunday
Jim & Renee Phillips
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann
Acolytes:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Haley Redenbaugh
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Abigail Lesemann

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
is sponsored by Lois Lytle.

Special Music
You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at St.
John.
The choir rehearses each
Wednesday
at 8:00 pm.
Please join us!

Altar Flowers
4th - Karen & Bob Fletcher’s Anniversary
11th - Veteran’s Day
18th - In memory of Lowell and Joy Peters
by Doug & Sharen Peters
25th - In memory of David Coleman by
Daniel Coleman

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
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