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A Graduation Reception  

Honoring the Graduates  

will be held during Coffee Hour  

on Sunday, May 19th. 
Cole Brake 

Cham Deng  

Abigail Lesemann 

Dawson Miller 

Loggan Norwood 
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  

KAYL 8:00 a.m. 

Every Sunday 

Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

       SECRETARY: 

     Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFF 

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof). 

Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in 

the library at the same time.   

Faithbuilders last class of 

the season will be on     

Sunday, May 5th.  Stay safe 

and come back in the fall!  
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Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

What a wonderful blessing stands behind those words! We can confidently  proclaim this 

to one another knowing there is something more than just tradition standing behind it. The 

words “He is risen!” remind us of the joyous news we declare during the Easter season: that 

Jesus’ death was not in vain, and that He has the power to overcome death. Our saying “He 

is risen!” allows us to share this incredible truth with each other. The resurrection of Christ 

gives us hope for salvation and for our own resurrection and eternal life. 

Now exactly how this came to be a greeting in the church is unknown, but the idea of it 

may come from the Gospel of Luke chapter 24. In this account Jesus reveals Himself to two 

disciples on the road to Emmaus, one of my favorite stories in the Bible. The text states, "… 

they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those 

who were with them gathered together, saying, 'The Lord has risen indeed, and has ap-

peared to Simon!'" (Luke 24:33–34).  

The fact that He has risen indeed is the linchpin of our faith. Imagine what our faith 

would be like without the resurrection. There would be no proof of Christ’s victory over sin, 

no assurance of forgiveness won on our behalf, and no chance of eternal life. Basically there 

would no joy in being a follower of Christ. So the fact that He has risen is everything to 

those who believe!  

Romans chapter 4 points out the importance of the resurrection for the believer, remind-

ing us that it is God’s work in Christ for our justification. It states in verses 24-25, “…It will 

be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was 

delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.” What Jesus has accom-

plished is counted as ours: His life, His death, His resurrection are our justification! And we 

receive that justification by simple faith.  

So Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! May we, this Easter season, use this 

phrase to encourage one another. His resurrection is a continued fact which allows us to use 

the present tense "is" to proclaim His power over sin and death. Christ's resurrection gives 

us a sure hope of forgiveness and salvation. We can confidently proclaim that He is risen. 

He is risen, indeed!  

In His grace, 

Pastor Lesemann 
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The LWML theme of the day was “Resurrection Joy” as the Ladies’ Aid met on April 
3 at 1:30.  Marge Manteufel was the hostess for the day.    Donna Truelsen led the 
opening devotion on communicating Easter joy.   Ten members answered roll call 
by sharing an Easter tradition of their family that focuses on Christ.  Most             
mentioned attending the Easter services as a family, especially the sunrise service.   
 
Diane Krueger presented the topic of the day on Christian trust.  We can have      
courage when we rely on Jesus.  It is important to focus on the Rock of our Salvation. 
 
The cost of LWML Quarterlies has been raised to $6 per year.  Since our dues cover 
the cost of the Quarterlies, it was decided to raise our dues to $6 a year.   
 
Four Ladies’ Aid members attending the Zone Workshop held at Zion on April 
7.  Following the zone business meeting, the group divided into four stations to 
work on mission projects.  They were rolling bandages made from old sheets,       
sewing shorts made from T- shirts, making fleece blankets by braiding, not tying, 
the edges, and making sleeping mats from plastic bags.  Perhaps you would be      
interested in learning the skills needed; you can do them in your “spare time” at 
home. 
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HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS - Please 

continue to bring them to church.   

 

 
PIZZA RANCH FUNDRAISER: Visit the Storm Lake Pizza 

Ranch on Wednesday, May 8 between 4:30pm & 8:00pm! 

Ten percent of your total food purchase will be donated to 

benefit the Grace/St. John youth group. The funds raised 

will support the youth’s travel to the National Youth       

Gathering this summer in Minneapolis plus other mission 

projects. Thank you for your support of the youth activities 

and missions! 

 

CIRCUIT FORUM – Mark your calendars for June 30th at 4:00 pm.  That’s 

the date that St. Paul – Alta will host a “Circuit Forum” to prepare for the Synodical 

Convention in Tampa at the end of July 2019.  This is your chance to gather        

information pertinent to resolutions that are presented in the “LCMS Convention 

Workbook” and find out more about the election of individuals to positions of 

leadership within our church body.  Anyone may join us! 

 
YOU’RE INVITED - Pastor and Amy would like to invite all of you to come and 

celebrate Abigail's graduation from high school.  We will have an open house here at 
St. John on Saturday, May 11, from 11-2. We hope to see you there! 

 

ANOTHER REMINDER.....PLEASE DO NOT flush anything but toilet 
paper down toilets. We recently had a $495.00 plumbing bill one Saturday 
because the sewer had plugged and backed up into the kitchen due to 
sanitary products. All women’s bathrooms have signs posted about this. 
Thank you for your help in this matter.  
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MAIN STREET LIVING is a Lutheran television program that is endorsed 

by the IDW.  However the program receives no money from the District. Instead it 

is totally funded by viewers and congregations of the KCAU viewing area.  The 

program is broadcast on KCAU, the ABC affiliate in Sioux City on Sunday      

mornings, starting at 10:00 am.  The first 30 minutes are re-mastered episodes of 

the program “This is the Life,” which was very popular in the 70’s and 80’s.  The 

second half is a modified Lutheran worship service that features a different Pastor 

from the station’s broadcast area each week.  The following will be airing in May. 

 
May 5th - This is the Life:  “The Big Little Lie.”  Curiosity and a little “white 

lie” result in very serious unintended developments for the Fisher family.         
Worship service: Rev. Randall Cormeny (St. John - Battle Creek) “No One’s         
Beyond Redemption” based on Acts 9:1-22.   

 
May 12th - This is the Life: “To the End of Time.”  A physicist working on 

nuclear weapon development is confronted with the reality of the weapon, the 
utility of radiation and the blessing of Christian hope.  Worship Service: Rev.    
Richard Merrill (St. John - Charter Oak) “Learn to Be Still” based on Psalm 23.  

 
May 19th - This is the Life: “A Face from the Past.” A man struggles to come 

to terms with the memory and feelings of guilt with his estranged father.  Worship 
Service: Rev. James Travis (Calvary -  Sioux City) “Restoring Relationships” based 
on Luke 15:11-32.   

 
May 26th - This is the Life: “Love is Not Enough.”  A young couple       

struggles mightily with the decision to marry, exploring what truly is important.  
Worship Service: Rev. Richard Salcido (St. Paul - Ida Grove) “Plain Talk from the 
Risen Lord” based on John 16:23-33.   
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Corrections and Changes to the 2018 Directory 

Below is a list of the corrections, additions, and changes to the directory portion of 
the 2018 Annual Report (it begins on p. 27).  If you see any other items that need to 
be changed or updated, please let Celeste know.  Thanks!   
 
Angela DeWall 
 1901 N. Wilmot Rd. Apt 1248, Tucson, AZ 85712         515‑450‑4617 
 Angela bcm  
 Carlos Castro n   
 
April DeWall  
 W 12135 508th Ave, Prescott, WI 54021                    651‑792‑5481
  
 April bcm   
 Cody Davidowski n  
 
Lance & Brianne Goings      
  1423 520th St., Cherokee, IA 51012 
 Lance n 
 Brianne n 
 Madison bm 
 Jayden bm 
 
Bill Gutz 
  1101 W. 9th St. #113, Davenport, IA 52804  
 William bcm    
 
Hall  
  1410 N. 151st Terrace, Basehor, KS 66007                         712-299-8574
  
 Thomas bcm    
 Lynn bcm    
 Lindsay bcm    
 

 

The list continues on the next page. 
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More Corrections and Changes to the 2018 Directory 

Pom Kavan 
 1500 N. Seneca St, Apt 102, Storm Lake, IA  50588         712‑299‑2403 
 Pom bcm    
 Jesse bcm    
 Samantha bcm    
 
Megan Kay 
  No longer at the address that is listed. 
 
Jeff & Emily Khamphasouk 
   Add: Jaxon March (born: 4-16-19) 
 
Holly Martin 
   Add: Peyton Mae Christine (born: 4-3-19) 
 
Brooke Noble  
 PO Box 576, Aurelia, IA 51005                                          712‑299-4724 
 Brooke n    
 Aubree bm    
 
Bill Phillips  
  Remove: Deceased 
 
 
***On the “Serving Committees” list (p. 24), Aaron & Beth Laurent’s phone     
number should be 730-2213 (it is correct in the directory portion).   
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   Testing - 1, 2, 3 

By: Celeste Cummins 

Thursday, April 18, 2019 

    This is the time of the year when everyone’s thoughts turn to graduation. Especially if 

you’re a senior counting down to your last day of school! This year my oldest, Kristine, 

will be graduating. I can’t believe it’s been almost 181/2 years since she made her          

appearance in the world. Way back then, I thought this day was an eternity away. That’s 

how it seemed at least for the next several years of sleepless nights, illnesses, temper      

tantrums, fighting with siblings... 

    Dr. Seuss wrote a book titled, “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” It was the last of his books to 

be published during his lifetime, but has proven to be one of his most popular. Part of the 

reason for its success is because it is often given as a graduation gift. It seems to be a     

fitting gift for grads because Dr. Seuss begins the book with these words, 

“Congratulations! Today is your day. You’re off to Great Places! You’re off and away! 

You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself any   

direction you choose.” 

    Doesn’t that sum up graduation and entry into the “real” world pretty well? Their brains 

and their feet will guide them down paths to these great places they will go. As a parent, 

when I think of the future, I can’t help but wonder, how much of what I’ve been trying to 

teach her these past 181/2 years has sunk in? Will she remember and put into practice the 

many lessons, life skills, morals, values, and beliefs I’ve shown her?  In a way, graduation 

is their “final exam” before they enter into the real world alone.  We get to see how well 

these teachings have sunk in when we’re not there to remind them.  We worry what if they 

don’t exhibit the qualities we want them to? Should we feel like we’ve failed if our kids 

don’t obey what we’ve taught them? Consider this story from Genesis. 

    In Genesis 2:16-17, God tells Adam, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 

but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat 

from it you will certainly die.” But what happens in the next chapter? Adam and Eve    

completely disobey God’s command and eat that fruit anyway. God gave them one      

command, one instruction, one rule and they couldn’t follow it. If Adam and Eve couldn’t 

obey God’s one simple command, should we as parents feel like we’ve failed? What      

happens when everything we’ve taught our kids seems to have fallen out of their brains? In 

one way, we should not be so hard on ourselves because God created us with free will 

which includes the ability to obey or disobey. There will never be a “perfect parent.” We 

can take heart in the thought that God is still in charge. He will pick up for us where we 

have failed. He will help direct those brains and those feet where they are supposed to go. 

Congratulations on your graduation and entry into the real world, Kristine Noelle! 
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Celebrating Children 

Last month, I wrote about taking children to church.  Is that a good idea or not?  
Continuing along those lines is something I found on Facebook.  It’s called 
“Celebrating Children at Westminster.”   It’s from Westminster Presbyterian Church 
in Charleston, SC.   
 
    To the parents of our young children, may we suggest… 
 
Relax!  God put the wiggle in your children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in 
God’s house.  All are welcome! 
 
Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s 
going on.  They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. 
 
Quietly explain the parts of the service and actions of the pastor, ushers, choir, 
etc. 
 
Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses.  Children learn liturgical behavior 
by copying you. 
 
If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please 
come back.  As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” 
 
Remember that the way we welcome children in our church directly affects the 
way they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another.  Let them know that 
they are at home in this house of worship. 
 
    To the members of our church… 
 
The presence of children is a gift to the Church and they are a reminder that our 
congregation is growing.  Please welcome our children and give a smile of encour-
agement to their parents.   
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Mission Central Events 

Please mark your calendars! 
 

• Alyssa Anders (St. Petersburg, Russia) - Wed. May 8th 1:00 pm 

• D. B. and Family—Saturday, May 18th 1:00 pm 

• Pres. Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer (Concordia Seminary - St. Louis, MO)  

 Thursday, May 30th 7:00 pm Ascension Service 

• Dr. Martin & Marie Dicke (Papua, New Guinea) - Saturday,        

       June 1 1:00 pm 

• Rev. Steve & Cindy Schumacher (Ghana West Africa) -        

 Saturday,  June 1 1:30 pm 

• Rev. Charles & Connie Cortright (St. Petersburg, Russia) -  

 Saturday, June 22 1:00 pm 

• Rev. Michael & Irene Paul & family (Taiwan) - Saturday, June 

22 1:30 pm 

• Rev. Adam & Christine Lehman & family (Spain) - Saturday, 

June 22 2:00 pm 

• Rev. Dr. Joel Fritsche & family (Dominican Republic) - Saturday, 

June 20 1:00 pm 

• Michael & Beth Ritzman & family (Papua, New Guinea) -  

 Saturday, July 20 1:30 pm 

• Dr. Steve Oliver & family (Taiwan) - Saturday, July 27 1:00 pm 

• Rev. Carl Hanson & family (Hong Kong) - Sat, July 27 1:30 pm 

• Cindy Wrucke (Czech Republic) - Friday, Sept. 13 1:00 pm 
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May Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:  Lisa Goodman & Deb Jesse 

 

Bell Ringers:    Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

   Henry Hardt       

   Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

     
            

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  

has yet to be sponsored.  

 WE WELCOME YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  
       Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m. 

        Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.  
              

              402 Lake Ave  

   Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

      Phone: 712-732-2400 

   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

       Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake 
Altar Flowers 

5th - For Kristine’s Graduation—
Love Mom  
 
12th - In memory of Maurice & 
Dorothy Hansen by Sharen Peters 
 
19th - In memory of Don &       
Virginia Burhop by Duane & Karen 
Ploeger 
 
26th - In memory of Joel       
Grundmeier by Alice Grundmeier 

 

 

 

 
 

Musicians are encouraged to share 

their talents during our worship   

services throughout the year.  If you 

play an instrument or would like to 

join the choir, please contact our 

music director,  Suzanne Winterhof.  

New members are always welcome. 

The choir rehearses on Wednesday 

evenings at 7:00 pm.   

St. John is a member of 

the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod (LCMS) 


