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Please Join  

Parish Relations 

for our  

Spring Salad Luncheon 
 

 

Sunday, May 6th  
11:30 a.m. 

Assembly Room 
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  

KAYL 8:00 a.m. 

Every Sunday 

Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

       SECRETARY: 

     Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFF 

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof). 

Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in 

the library at the same time.   

Faithbuilders meets upstairs 

at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday.   
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My dear fellow members of St. John,  

I want to encourage you to not lose hope as we live in a world that is not always   

encouraging. I say this because …in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For 

people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to 

their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-

control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of 

pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its 

power. (2 Timothy 3:1-4) If you are like me, you need to be reminded not to worry as we 

live in a world that is as out of control as the verses above describe.  

Yet scripture is clear: God is still in control! John 16:33 states, “I have told you 

these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But 

take heart! I have overcome the world.” God brings peace to our life that is upset by this 

sin-filled world. He has overcome the world through Christ. In Him lies the true reason we 

have hope. What’s more, God is sovereign and He uses all circumstances to teach us, mold 

us and strengthen us in our faith. He has a loving character and everything He does has a 

greater purpose for our lives. That is because His ultimate goal for us is to one day be with 

Him in heaven. And you have His promise that, “[He] will sustain you to the end, guiltless 

in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 1:8) 

A few weeks ago I finished reading the book of Job in my morning devotions, but I 

am still amazed and humbled by the example of suffering it gives. Yet this book focuses on 

the big picture of our lives. In Job’s suffering he states “Naked I came from my mother's 

womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed 

be the name of the LORD.” (Job 1:21) These words remind us that our treasure is not of 

this world but rather in heaven. It is a reminder to keep “it all” in perspective. God is using 

all these things in our lives, even times of suffering, to teach us to rely on Him and to have 

genuine joy from Him instead of from our circumstances or environment. Our strength to 

live our lives is to come from the fact that we are saved!  

My prayer is that we can trust in God’s faithfulness in all circumstances.  May we  

be a light - in our homes, in our workplaces, in our community - to those who are suffering.  

People look to the church for a response when difficult times come, and they will come. 

May the light of Hope shine brightly in us and draw those around us to the source of that 

hope: Jesus.  In His time He will bring peace and make all things right again. 

In His grace, 

Pastor Lesemann 
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    St. John Lutheran Ladies’ Aid met on April 4, 2018 at 1:30 pm in the church meet-

ing room.  Hostess for the afternoon was Lois Sahl.  

    President Donna Truelsen presided.  Donna also led the opening devotion. 

    Audrey Gutz presented an interesting history lesson on Eastern European          

Lutherans.  This was introduced by a newspaper item about a boy who had escaped 

from Latvia and came to America as a Displaced Person and became a Lutheran     

Pastor, his identification papers were lost, but he was of Jewish ancestry.  After the 

Communist hold on Europe was broken, these European countries were helped by 

American Lutherans, and this aid gave rise to Orphan Grain Train.  Audrey also 

shared some of the DPs were given refuge in the Albert City area.   

    Ten members answered roll call by describing their faith by using a word beginning 

with a letter of E-A-S-T-E-R.   

    The District Convention will be June 28 - 30 at Camp Okoboji.  It was announced 

that Jenna Kitchenmaster who attends our church is willing to be a Young Women’s 

representative.  Suzanne Winterhof will be our delegate with Donna Truelsen as     

alternate.   

    The monthly LWML Mission Grant focus was the assistance to those in the New 

Orleans area that are suffering from effects of Hurricane Katrina.  Six LCMS 

churches that are part of the Black Clergy Caucus have banned together with other 

community organizations to offer hot meals, food pantries, homeless shelters,    

emergency health care, and counseling for hurting hearts.   

 

 
 
Group 3 and helpers served the dinner, which was catered by HyVee, 
for Ron Meyer’s funeral on Monday, April 23rd.   
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    The Christian Fellowship Society met on Sunday, April 22nd.  The opening 

devotion, led by Karen Fletcher, prepared us for the evening’s program as 

she talked about gardens in the Bible.  From the beginning God gave man 

growing plants to tend, and the suffering and death to win salvation      

began in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Bob and Karen Fletcher presented 

an informational program telling about the process of becoming Master 

Gardeners and some of the gardening practices they have adopted.  

Master Gardeners serve their communities by donating volunteer hours 

each year to beautify and maintain public properties.   

    The group resolved to organize the food stand for the Fourth of July, but 

the project needs the assistance of all members of the congregation.  The 

profits will go to the St. John Home Fund this year to continue Gospel      

outreach in the community.   

    It was resolved to give $1,200.00 to St. John Home Fund to help the    

congregation’s financial condition.  It was also decided to allow $500.00 
for the Youth trip to the National Gathering next year.  The Bibles for Africa 

have been collected, but arrangements for their delivery are not           
confirmed at this time.  Some funds for shipping may be necessary, and if 

needed, the group allowed $200.00 toward this expense.   

    Pastor Lesemann served refreshments at the close of the evening. 
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CAMP IS COMING TO YOU! It’s time for Grace and St. 
John Vacation Bible School! St. John is hosting Camp   
Okoboji VBS on June 4-7 from 9:00am to Noon. The Day 
Camp VBS program will be led by a team of counselors 
from Camp Okoboji. Children from Pre-Kindergarten to 
5th grade are invited to be a part of this exciting Camp   
experience. We need volunteers to help the leaders with 

sharing the Gospel. This includes snacks for the children, plus meals and lodging 
for the Camp counselors. We also need volunteers to host four counselors from 
Camp Okoboji that will be leading VBS. If you are interested in opening your home 
to a young person for the week, please contact Amy Lesemann. Watch for            
volunteer opportunities and sign up sheets. Registration will begin soon. If you 
have any questions about this amazing outreach opportunity, please contact Jerry 
Johnson. 

 

PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be 

alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”  

With that verse in mind, we are praying our way through the 

directory (alphabetically). Families will be featured in each 

newsletter that everyone can pray for.  Some items to include 

in your prayers might be if they are sick, ask for healing and 

patience; if they are active members, ask God to keep their 

faith strong; if they have not been in church recently, ask God 

to help them reestablish connections with their faith; if they are near death, pray 

for God’s blessings and assurance of their faith.  The next members on our prayer 

list are Aaron & Beth Laurent, Kolana Lenz, Ashely & Amanda Gregerson, Bruce, 

Amy, Abigail, & Gabriel Lesemann, Harvey & Claudia Lichtenberg, Tyler Lichten-

berg, Larry, Anne, Jesse, Jake, & Georgea Luedtke, Merna Lullmann, Lorna Lussman, 

Rhonda Lussman, Lois Lytle, Brent Mack and family, Martin Mack, Scott & Bradyn 

Mack, Dave & Jan Magnussen, Eileen Mandernach,  & Gene & Gladys Mandernach.    
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You are probably aware that we have lots of great Christian fiction 
in our church library, but we also have some non-fiction books, 

too.  Visit our library and check out a book.  Here’s one to get you 
started: Shaken: Discovering Your True Identity in the Midst of Life’s 

Storms by Tim Tebow.  If you’re a sports fan, you’ve probably 

heard of Tim Tebow, Heisman trophy winner.  In this book, he 

passionately shares glimpses of his journey staying grounded in the face of             
disappointment, criticism, and intense media scrutiny.  Following an exceptional 

college football career with the Florida Gators and a promising playoff run with the 
Denver Broncos, Tebow was traded to the New York Jets.  He was released after 
one season.  

    In Shaken, named the 2017 Christian Book of the Year, Tebow talks about what 

he’s learned along the way, building confidence in his identity in God, not the world.  

This moving book also features practical wisdom from Scripture and insights gained 
from others who have impacted Tebow in life-changing ways.    

 

SPARE CHANGE? – Do you have any spare change 
on the bottom of your purse or weighing down your   
pockets?  If you do, bring it to church and drop it in the 
clear plastic container on the table in the front entry-
way.  Donations up to $1,000.00 that are collected in 
the container through Father’s Day, June 17, 2018 will 
be matched by an anonymous donor.  All money       
collected will go to the Home Fund.  Thank you to every-
one who donates and to the anonymous donor who will 
match the contributions! 

 
SPRING SALAD LUNCHEON – The congregation is invited to   
attend a Spring Salad Luncheon on Sunday, May 6th beginning at 
11:30 am in the Assembly Room.  Parish Relations will furnish 
sloppy Joes, chips, and drinks.  There is a sign up sheet on the 
table in the front entry way where you can sign up if you’d like to 
attend and also indicate if you will be bringing a salad, dessert, or 
both.   Come to enjoy the company of other St. John members! 
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GRADUATES – If you know of anyone graduating from 
high school or college this May from St. John, please let 

Celeste know so we can honor them.  Thank you. 
 

NEEDED: Hosts for White Caps baseball players.  Players are 

college students, mostly from the Midwest.  Season begins on June 1st 

and runs through July.  Two free season tickets to those hosting a 

player or two.  If interested in making one or two of these young men 

feel at home or if you want more information, contact Russ Eddie at 

rgeddie2@gmail.com or 732-4834 or 299-1245 or Joe Kucera at 

jkucera@slcsd.org or 732-5711. 

 

JUST FOR FUN...Enjoy every moment of life.  As a bagpiper, I play 
many gigs.  Recently, I was asked by a funeral director to play at a graveside 
service for a homeless man.  He had no friends or family, so the service was 
to be at a pauper’s cemetery in the Nova Scotia back country.  As I was not 
familiar with the backwoods, I got lost and, being a typical man, I didn’t stop 
for directions.  I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral guy had evi-
dently gone and the hearse was nowhere in sight.  There were only the      
diggers and the crew left and they were eating lunch.  I felt badly and     
apologized to the men for being late.  I went to the side of the grave and 
looked down and the vault lid was already in place.  I didn’t know what else to 
do, so I started to play.  The workers put down their lunches and began to 
gather around.  I played out my heart and soul for this man with no family or 
friends.  I played like I’ve never played before for this homeless man.  And as 
I played, “Amazing Grace,” the workers began to weep.  They wept. I wept.  
We all wept together.  When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and started 
for my car.  Though my head was hung low, my heart was full.  As I opened 
the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say, “I never seen anything 
like that before, and I’ve been putting in septic tanks for twenty years.”  
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PHOS HILARON (FOHS HILL uh rahn) - Greek for “joyous light.”  This is part of the    

Service of Evening Prayer (LSB p. 244).   

 

PROPERS - The parts of the service that change from week to week according to the 

Sunday or festival of the church year.  These include the Introit, Collect, Gradual,      

readings, hymns, etc. 

 

RESPONSORY - Scripture verses sung or spoken after the reading of Scripture in    

Matins, Vespers, and Compline (LSB p. 221). 

 

RITE - An order of service that most commonly refers to occasional services, such as the 

rite of marriage or the rite of ordination. 

 

RUBRIC (ROO brik) - Instructions for the minister on how to conduct the service.  

These are generally printed in red (the word comes from the Latin meaning “red”).  

These instructions are removed from our order of service before the services are printed 

(LSB p. 151). 

 

SABAOTH (SAH bay oath) - The Hebrew words for “heavenly hosts,” which includes 

the “angels, archangels, and all the company of heaven” (LSB p. 195). 

 

TE DEUM (tay DAY oom) - Latin for “we praise You, O God.”  It is an ancient canticle 

of praise sung in Matins.  The author is unknown, though legend holds that it was     

composed spontaneously by Ambrose and Augustine as Ambrose baptized Augustine in 

the late fourth century (LSB p. 223).   

 

VENITE (veh NEE tay) - Latin for “o come.”  These first words of Psalm 95 are sung at 

the beginning of Matins (LSB p. 220).   

 

VESPERS - A Latin word meaning “evening.”  Like Matins, it was originally one of the 

eight daily offices prayed during the Middle Ages.  At the time of the Reformation, only 

the services of Matins and Vespers survived (LSB p. 229).   
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Eeyore 

By: Celeste Cummins 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 

is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - 

think about such things (Philippians 4:8) 

    Winnie the Pooh and his friends are some of my favorite 

characters.  Before Kristine was born, her dad painted large 

images of Winnie the Pooh and Eeyore on the walls of her 

bedroom. In one of the paintings, which is shown on the right, 

Eeyore is looking at a big gray cloud, but a beautiful rainbow 

extends from the top of the cloud. Being the gloomy character 

that he is, Eeyore focuses only on the cloud (the bad) and does not see the pretty rainbow 

(the good) extending over his back. 

    I tend to be like Eeyore.  In my life, the troubles and worries often come over me and all I 

can see are the bad parts of life (the rain clouds). Yet, so often, we hear such phrases as 

“Think positively,” “Have a good outlook,” “Keep your thoughts happy,” “Don’t dwell on 

the negative.”  That’s what this verse in Philippians is urging us to do also.  But, how do you 

accomplish that? 

    I read a book in which the author had a great idea to get people to focus on the positive 

side of life.* She figures nobody likes cleaning, so she decided to make it fun.  When she 

shops, she intentionally looks for products that can encourage her faith.  For example, JOY 

dishwashing detergent reminds her of the joy that we have knowing Jesus as our Savior.  

GAIN laundry detergent reminds us that we will gain Heaven because of faith in what Jesus 

has done for us.  Her daughter-in-law took it a step further. She tapes Bible verses on the 

products and while she cleans, she memorizes the Bible verses. What a neat idea!  Here are a 

few I came up with to get you started.  Now, you can go home and see how many others you 

can add to the list.  Happy cleaning (and happy memorizing)! 

    GLAD - “I was glad when they said unto me, ‘Let us go into the house of the 

Lord’” (Psalm 122:1). 

    SHOUT - “Shout to the Lord, all the earth; break out in praise and sing for joy” (Psalm 

98:4). 

    DAWN - “After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and 

the other Mary went to look at the tomb” (Matthew 28:1). 

    SECRET - “Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?” declares the Lord.  

“Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the Lord (Jeremiah 23:24).   

    CHEER - “...they brought to Him a sick man...and Jesus said...Son, be of good cheer; your 

sins are forgiven you” (Matthew 9:2 KJV).   
*Barbara Johnson.  Splashes of Joy in the Cesspools of Life.  Word Publishing, 1992, p. 11-15. 
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God is Like… 

 

    I received this email from one of St. John’s members.  I thought it was a good 

follow-up to the “Eeyore” article on the previous page.   

 

A fifth grade teacher in a Christian school asked her class to look at TV          

commercials and see if they could use them in ways to communicate ideas about 

God.  Here are some of their results. Each one starts with the words “God is 

Like…” 

 

Bayer Aspirin...He works miracles 

A Ford...He’s got a better idea 

Coke...He’s the real thing 

Hallmark Cards...He cares enough to send His very best 

Tide...He gets the stains out others leave behind 

General Electric...He brings good things to life 

Wal-Mart...He has everything 

Alka-Seltzer...Try Him, you’ll like Him 

Scotch Tape...You can’t see Him, but you know He’s there 

Delta...He’s ready when you are 

All State...You’re in good hands with Him 

VO-5 Hairspray...He holds through all kinds of weather 

Dial Soap...Aren’t you glad you have Him? Don’t you wish everybody did? 

The US Post Office…Neither rain, now snow, nor sleet, nor ice will keep Him  

    from His appointed destination 

Chevrolet...the heartbeat of America 

Maxwell House coffee...good to the last drop 

Bounty...He is the quicker picker upper...Can handle the tough jobs...And He   

    won’t fall apart on you 

The Energizer Bunny...He keeps going, and going, and going 
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May Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:   Deb Jesse & Lisa Goodman 

 

Greeters: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

         

  Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

         

Bell Ringers:    Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

   Henry Hardt       

   Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

      

Acolytes:          Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

                       

  Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

           
        

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  

has been sponsored anonymously. 

 WE WELCOME YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  
       Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m. 

        Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.  
              

              402 Lake Ave  

   Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

      Phone: 712-732-2400 

   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

       Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake 

  

Altar Flowers 

6th - In memory of Betty Harjes, 
Helen Holmes, & Grace Ricklefs 
 
13th - In memory of Virginia     
Burhop by Duane & Karen Ploeger 
 
20th - In memory of Beverly    
Bemrich by Jerry & Dianne     
Johnson 
 
27th - In memory of our dads, 
Wm. H. Tutt & Albert Lange by Bill 
& Vee Tutt 

 

 

 

 
 

Musicians are encouraged to share 

their talents during our worship   

services throughout the year.  If you 

play an instrument or would like to 

join the choir, please contact our 

music director,  Suzanne Winterhof.  

The choir will rehearse each 

Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm. 

New members are always welcome. 

St. John is a member of 

the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod (LCMS) 


