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Sunday, May 7th
9:00 a.m.
Confirmation Sunday
Questioning will take place on
Saturday, May 6th during the
6:00 pm service
Please join us for this weekend

Grace Lutheran Church
will host VBS this
summer!
9:00 a.m.— noon
May 30th—June 2nd
More details are inside!
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders will be held
at St. John in May. Classes
begin at 10:15 am.
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m.
in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof). Pastor Lesemann’s
Bible Study will meet on May 14th,
21st, & 28th at 10:30 am in the library.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Then he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then
enter into his glory?" Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures. Luke 24:25-27
Recently in a monthly message from our LCMS President Matthew Harrison I learned about Martin
Luther and his opinion on what makes a good Christian. Luther said that these three things make a
good Christian: prayer, meditation and trials. Luther based these thoughts on David’s Psalm 119 (the
longest Psalm and chapter of the Bible) and how in many places of that Psalm that emphasizes these
three actions, prayer, meditation and trials. Matthew Harrison goes on to explain: (I have placed it in
quotes, but it is not all word for word as it was taken from a video.)
“We as Christians are invited to pray. Jesus loves it when we pray and promises to
hear us. As we meditate on God’s Word we pray, trying to understand what His Word is
saying to us to help us.
“Luther said, “We don’t get revelation, what God wants us to know, from anywhere
but God’s Word. But trials bring it all together. I thank my dear papist because of all
their attacks and haranguing have made me a pretty good theologian.” And so it is in our
lives.
“You know… I wouldn’t pray that much, I wouldn’t read the Bible all that much, if I
didn’t face all kinds of challenges and difficulties of life. And so it is trials that pull it all
together. Those trials in your life, those health problems, problems at work, all the
difficulties with the world not being able to stand Christians anymore, these problems
and more are purposeful because they drive us to our knees to pray. And they cause us to
meditate on God’s Word and what it says for us in order to comfort us with the
knowledge of our forgiveness and to strengthen us for our task and vocation.”
It reminds me of those two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They were going through a difficult
time and they were wondering the reason for all that Jesus went through. They had thought Jesus
would have done something different than dying on a cross. They struggled with seeing the purpose of
it all.
Then that stranger comes along and explains that everything that happened to Jesus happened
because it had purpose. He explained to them as it says in verse 27, “And beginning with Moses and
all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.” God’s
Word and the trials that Jesus went through had a purpose, to make a way to save mankind. It was all
necessary.
In the same way the trials of our lives have purpose: To drive us to God in prayer and to His Word
to strengthen us, encourage us and remind us of our forgiveness in His Son.
So the next time you are discouraged because of your trials, go to God in prayer, meditate on His
Word and be encouraged. He has a plan for you, to help you and not to harm you, to give you hope
and a future!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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The regular meeting of St. John Lutheran Ladies’ Aid was
held April 5, 2017, at 1:30 p.m. in the church meeting room.
Renae Norwood and Barb Hogrefe were hostesses.
Donna Truelsen presided. Devotions were led by Barb
Walters on the theme of “joy.” This coincided with the LWML
topic presented by Joann Oatman on “Joy.” We learned to
differentiate between “joy” and “happiness.” Happiness makes
us feel good, but joy is eternal.
Eleven members answered roll call by relating an Easter
memory.
The collection of Lutheran World Relief will be May 1 at Sac
City. The Storm Lake Zone Rally will be Sunday, April 23, at
Galva with registration beginning at 1:00. Ellie Menz is the
speaker.

The Storm Lake Zone LWML Rally was held April 23 with St. John Galva as the
host. The theme carried out in devotions and decorations was “God is the Potter, We are
the Clay.” District President Ann Carrick was present and shared that the national
organization had reached its 2-year goal of two million dollars by March 31 and was able
to fund all the selected projects. She also displayed the West Iowa banner that will be
carried at the National Convention in Albuquerque this summer.
Featured speaker was Ellie Menz who heads up IOWAY mission events. Her
presentation informed the group of the needs and opportunities both here in Iowa and
further away. She reminded us that there are no excuses to not be involved; there is
something you can do — no matter your age or physical condition, work, or family status.
The afternoon concluded with a dessert luncheon and social hour. Attending from
St. John were Denise Betts, Karen Fletcher, Jan Magnussen, Deb Matasovsky, Marleen
Otto, Donna Truelsen, and Suzanne Winterhof.
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YOU’RE INVITED - Please join us to celebrate Gabriel’s
Confirmation! We’ll have an open house on Sunday, May 7,
from 2-4 p.m. at our home, 215 Cayuga St. Thank you!
Pastor Bruce and Amy
PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” With that
verse in mind, we are praying our way through the directory
(alphabetically). Families will be featured in each newsletter
that everyone can pray for. Some items to include in your
prayers might be if they are sick, ask for healing and patience;
if they are active members, ask God to keep their faith strong;
if they have not been in church recently, ask God to help them
reestablish connections with their faith; if they are near death,
pray for God’s blessings and assurance of their faith. The next
members on our prayer list are Keith, Lorie, Kurtis, and Lynne Bennigsdorf, Dewey
& Denise Betts, Madison Bobzien, and Carroll, Pat, and Tara Boisen.
BOOK NOOK - New Books! New Author! New Items
in Our Library! Amy has chosen to bring some new
Christian fiction by Kathleen Fuller to help everyone
meet the interesting lives of the Amish culture in our
country.
Following the untimely deaths of their
parents, the three Schrock sisters (Sarah, Abigail, and Joanne) are left to
carry on the legacy of their parents as well as meet the challenges of
developing their personal lives. There are three books in the series,
starting with A Reluctant Bride, then An Unbroken Heart, and finally A
Love Made New. These books are easy reading, but be sure to start
with book #1 (they’re marked accordingly).

HY-VEE AND BOX TOPS LABELS - Please continue to support the preschool
and elementary schools by saving the HyVee Receipts and Box Tops Labels. A specially
marked box is located on the table in the entry way to place the receipts and labels in. With
the money they receive, they are able to purchase items to help with the education of our
children. Thank you for supporting this small mission project. Any questions, please
contact Alice Grundmeier (712-301-2274).
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FAITHBUILDERS’ SUPERINTENDENT - Please prayerfully consider being
Faithbuilders' Superintendent next year! We really need YOU to step up and help us
out. Please pray about it to see if God is calling you to serve on the board of education and
youth in any way. You don't have to have small children to do this. We need someone who
can just be consistent and come and give us some fresh (or experienced) eyes to help us
lead our youth in the way they should go. And if you don't feel God is calling you to do this,
then please PRAY for Him to raise up people to do this. We need members in general on the
board, but in case God is calling you to do more, here is a list of the Superintendent's duties:
1. Keep the Sunday school roster updated/coordinated with Grace.
2. Order Sunday school materials (Fall, Winter, and Spring).
3. Find Sunday school teachers/subs.
4. Keep an updated list of birthdays and Baptism birthdays/coordinate with Grace
5. Oversee and help organize the Sunday school Rally Day activities when hosted by
St. John. (Order Bibles and Catechisms to be given out that day).
6. Attend Board of Education meetings (once a month).
7. Assist with the summer Sunday school program if needed, when hosted by St.
John.
8. Assist with the Children’s Christmas Program when hosted by St. John.

CONFIRMATION will be on Sunday, May 7th. Eight students will
get Confirmed that day. The members of this years’ Confirmation
class at St. John are Ellie Bacon, Holly Dierenfield, Austin Gaffney,
Addyson Hogrefe, Gabriel Lesemann, Bradyn Mack, Hannah Norwood, and Summer Wendt. All are in the 7th grade, except for
Bradyn Mack, who is an 8th grader. Congratulations and
may God bless you!

FOSTER CARE BACKPACK DONATIONS - BVU student organization SASW
(Student Association of Social Workers) is working on a project to help kids in foster care. In
emergency situations, children are taken from their homes without the opportunity to grab any
of their things. SASW would like to stop this by providing kids with something they can take
with them and call their own. SASW is collecting donations of gently used backpacks (these
can be traditional backpacks, a 4 string bag, or any bag with a zipper), child and young adult
reading books (including coloring books, word searches, crossword puzzles, etc), and new
hygiene items. Hygiene items would include things like toothbrushes, toothpaste, body wash,
shampoo, conditioner, soap, floss, deodorant, or feminine products (tampons and sanitary
napkins). You may also include other items that you think would be beneficial for a child in
this situation. Items will be collected during the summer (so, kids, you can get rid of your
back packs from this year, so you can get a new one in the Fall)! Please leave your donations
in the box in the front entryway.
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EVENTS AT CAMP OKOBOJI
With summer fast approaching, there are a lot of
opportunities available at Camp Okoboji! You may
want to mark these dates on your calendar, so you
are able to join the fun.
New Online Registration Process - First, they have to get you registered
to attend Camp and it has never been easier with Camp Okoboji’s new online
registration process. You can now register for all camp programs, retreats,
and events online! If you have questions or you need assistance, please
contact the Camp office (712-337-3325).
Begin by logging on to
www.campokoboji.org

 May 4th - 6th - Spring Clean-up Weekend (help prepare the Camp for
children and families)

 May 7th - 9:45 am Worship and Omelet Brunch (9:30 - 1:00)
 May 12th & 13th - Spring Youth Volunteer Weekend
 May 20th - God’s Great Gardener’s (Camp flower planting. Contact the
Camp and let them know you can help. Free meals and lodging are
available for volunteers. Call 712-337-3325 for details or to volunteer).
 May 26th - 29th - Veteran’s Family Retreat (Funding is available to make
this a most relaxing and memorable weekend for families. This retreat is
a great way to thank and honor those who serve and have served in the
military).
 May 28th - 4:30 pm Discover Center Dedication with open house and
picnic to follow. (Reservations for meals must be made in advance by
calling 712-337-3325).
Summer Staff Opportunities - If you are a college or upper high school
student who is looking for a summer job, consider Camp Okoboji. Positions
are available for 4 lifeguards, a female resident assistant, 2 store personnel, 9
individuals to provide food service and house cleaning, and an assistant cook.
To apply, please go to www.nloma.org and click on Employment. When you
fill out the form, remember to request Camp Okoboji as your choice. NLOMA
is the National Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Association which recruits summer
staff applicants for 24 Lutheran camps across the country.
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To: St. John Members
Date: Report of March 31, 2017
Re: Treasurer Report
Home Fund (Checking, Including HRA funds)
Savings – Includes Cap Imp ($37,786.60)
Net Assets:

$20,122.96
$42,546.01
$62,668.97

Total Income YTD (March 31, 2017)
Total Expenditures YTD (March 31, 2017)

$51,605.07
$66,399.54

Net Revenue YTD

(14,794.47)

Notes of Interest:
Thrivent gifts total $2,077 YTD.
These funds are disbursed twice a year according to the voter’s wishes. Many of them have
been given to the Capital Improvement Fund which has purchased carpet, furnaces and roofing in the last few years. THANK YOU to all our members who generously give these funds as
well as their regular offerings.
We received a Health Stewardship Reward from Concordia Plan Services in the amount of
$1860 on 3/20. We pay our employee’s total health premium for them as well as a portion
of their medical deductible, therefore these funds were deposited into the Home Fund. A
copy of their explanation of these funds is on the bulletin board.
In October of 2016 we were forced to purchase a new accounting program from Quick Books
as our program was outdated to co-ordinate with the new Microsoft operating system. This
program currently costs $18 a month for the first year and $25 thereafter unless we also add
a payroll program. Even though I am sometimes still looking for information that is currently
available in a different manner, the program works quite well. This winter while I was out of
town, Celeste scanned the approved bills and deposits, I prepared the checks, she printed
the checks at church and David Dose & Diane Overmohle signed them. We can all thank
them for their help!
If you have any questions, please feel free to call anytime 712-272-4611.
In His Service, Karen Fletcher, Treasurer
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IT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS!
Vacation Bible School
He Nailed It – Reformation 500
It’s All About Jesus: Reformation 500 Vacation Bible School is scheduled for May 30 to
June 2 at Grace Lutheran Church. Children from Prekindergarten to 5th Grade are encouraged
to participate in VBS. Be a part of a dynamic and faithful experience for the children. We are
looking for leaders to help with VBS. Please consider being a leader for games and activities,
crafts, snacks, music, open/close, registration or publicity. It will run Tuesday through Friday
from 9:00am to Noon each day. This year’s VBS centers on Martin Luther and celebrating the
500 years of the Reformation. The Bible theme is “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and forever.” - Hebrews 13:8. If you are interested in volunteering or have any
questions, please contact Pastor Ketcham at bishopbk@mchsi.com or Jerry Johnson at
johnson@bvu.edu.
Daily Lessons
Tuesday, May 30 is Grace Alone – Ephesians 2:8-9
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.”
Wednesday, May 31 is Faith Alone – Romans 3:28
“… A person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.”
Thursday, June 1 is Scripture Alone – 2Timothy 3:14-16
“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of,
because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith
in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness.”
Friday, June 2 is Christ Alone – Matthew 16:4
“
When Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They
replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered,
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son
of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.”
Please watch for registration and other volunteer opportunities! We also need helpers for
preparation, organization and implementation! This includes any students 6th grade or older. If
you are interested in helping in any way, please sign up ASAP to volunteer. Celebrate the
Reformation and make VBS a special experience for our children and families.
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Excuses! Excuses!
By: Celeste Cummins

“Sunday’s my only day to sleep in.”
“I have to get ready for the game.”
“Someone didn’t like the dress I wore there once, so I’m not ever going back!”
“Church is just soooo boring.”
All of these are excuses that people give for not going to church. There are many
other ones you have probably heard, too. Did you know that excuses for not following
Jesus are as old as the Bible? Even Jesus Himself heard some.
In Luke 9:51-56, Jesus was walking toward Jerusalem with James and John. In
verses 57-62, three separate men come upon Jesus. He has a conversation with each one
about following Him, but each one gives some kind of an excuse. The first man
promises to follow Jesus wherever He will go, but when Jesus reminded the man that He
had no home, “no place to lay His head” (v. 58), the man apparently changed his mind.
Jesus tells the second man, “Follow Me,” but the man said he had to bury his father first
(v. 59). The final man tells Jesus he will follow Him after he says good bye to his
family. But, Jesus reminds him that whoever looks back is not fit for service in the
Kingdom of God (v. 62).
Excuses. We all come up with them at times. But, those who have “permanent”
excuses, and never seem to get around to following Jesus, may find themselves in
trouble. Jesus warns us, “Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;
and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me” (Matthew
10:37-38).
Oh, boy. I loved my dad an awful lot and I still love my mom and my kids an awful
lot. But, Jesus tells us we have to be willing to let everything we love in this world go,
including our own family members (if need be), in order to follow Him. It reminds me
of the promise that the Confirmands will make on Sunday, May 7th. When they are
Confirmed, they will promise to “suffer all, even death, rather than fall away.”
The commitment to Jesus is a big one – but, then so is the reward of being faithful
until we die. We ask God for the ability to remain faithful to our promise.
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Tract – An older term for the Verse during Lent, when Alleluias are omitted.
Verba – Latin for “words.” This technical term refers to the Words of Institution.
Versicle – One or more verses, usually from a Psalm, that are read responsively and often
appear at the beginning of a service. It comes from the Latin versiculus, meaning “little
verse.”
Vestments – From the Latin meaning “garment.” Vestments are worn by the Pastor and
other liturgical assistants. Among their purposes is identifying the person as a servant of
the church, as well as covering any clothing that may be a distraction to those worshipping.

Amen – Of Hebrew origin, “Amen” means that what has been said previously is “true and
certain.” Following a prayer, the Amen is an affirmation that the prayer just spoken is how
the entire assembly feels. Luther, in his Small Catechism, explained Amen with “Yes, yes,
it shall be so.” (LSB p. 151).
Benedicamus (beh-neh-dih-KAH-moose) – Latin for “bless we [the Lord]” (LSB p. 202).
Benedictus (beh-neh-DIK-tuss) – Latin for “blessed.” Zechariah’s song of praise following the birth and naming of his son, John the Baptist (Luke 1:68-79; LSB p. 226).
Cantor/Kantor – One who leads the singing. Johann Walter, one of Luther’s associates,
is considered to be the first Lutheran cantor, although, J. S. Bach is the most well known
one.
Chanting – A way of singing liturgical texts that are not hymns. Most chants are short
phrases or Psalms that are sung responsively between the Pastor and the congregation.
Compline (KAHM plin) – Compline is the last of the daily services that is prayed later in
the evening (LSB p. 253). The service is simple in nature and includes this antiphon,
“Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping, that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep we may rest in peace.”
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO

May Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Deb Jesse & Linda Zabloudil

Greeters:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Dose
Acolytes:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Bradyn Mack
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Hannah Norwood

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has been sponsored by Naomi Benna.

Musicians are encouraged to share their
talents during our worship services
throughout the year. If you play an
instrument or would like to join the
choir, please contact our music director,
Suzanne Winterhof. The choir rehearses
each Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm.
New members are always welcome.

Altar Flowers
7th - Confirmation
14th - Bob & Karen Fletcher in
memory of mother’s of both.
21st - In memory of Virginia
Burhop by Duane & Karen
Ploeger
28th -
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