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Congratulations
to our 2016
St. John Grads!


Jacob Dicks


Please celebrate with
them after the Graduation 
Recognition Worship
Service on Sunday, May 
29th. Parish Relations

will be serving cake.

Kuony Deng
Madison Gaffney
Marie Hardt
Nate Jesse

Staff and Special Events

2

From the Pastor
CFS and Ladies Aid
Quick Update, Observances, & Terms
Why So Much Cursing?

3
4-5
6-9
10

Sammy

11

Worship Assistants and Flowers

12

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Sunday School and H.S. Bible
Class begin at 10:30 am.
In May, the classes will meet at
Grace.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof). Pastor Lesemann’s
Bible Study is taking a break
while he fills the Newell vacancy.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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A Mother’s Love
“If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his
love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy
complete by being like minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than
yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests
of others." Philippians 2:1-4
The first Mother’s Day, I am told, was celebrated in West Virginia in 1912 all for the
purpose of recognizing how important mothers are in our lives. They love their children
during the worst and best of times and have a love unlike any other person.
The scripture reading above from Philippians can be a guide for all of us and many of us
could say “that is describing my mom!” Many of us have fond memories of our mothers.
They cooked, cleaned, washed, took care of our hurts, became our nurse when we were sick,
strove to fill our needs, with the knack of being able to juggle so many things yet still care for
us. Yet most of all, intertwined in all they said and did, we remember their love.
For this undeserved love what should then be our response? For that, think on the following verses, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 'Honor your father
and mother'—which is the first commandment with a promise—3 'so that it may go well
with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.'” (Ephesians 6:1-3) What a promise!
If we honor our parents, God will bless us!
Next, honoring them will make them happy, but what will make them even more happy is
if we put to practice what they teach, “Dear children, let's not merely say that we love each
other; let us show the truth by our actions.” (I John 3:18)
And finally, I have heard more than once church members referring to the faith of their
mothers and the wonderful example they gave them. The Apostle Paul wrote about this in 2
Timothy 1:5, “I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also...”
Timothy learned of Christ and how to live that faith through his mother and his grandmother.
So, let us honor our mothers, and our Lord and Savior, by walking in the faith and love
that we have been taught! And also, take a moment to thank the Lord for your mom or the
mother-figure in your life, and then if possible, be sure to express your thanks to her in ways
that would make her proud!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce Lesemann
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St. John Christian Fellowship Society met on April 3, 2016, gathering at the Witter Gallery in Storm Lake at 1:30 pm. We enjoyed
viewing the Disney memorabilia display organized by our own
member, Jerry Johnson. Jerry provided a guided tour through the
exhibit.
The group went to the Fireside Room of the church for its meeting and refreshments.
Lois Lytle opened the meeting with
devotions reminding us that God has big plans for each of us.
We discussed the order for Portals of Prayer and adjusted it to
include some of the new mid-size print issues. These are provided
to the congregation with the cost defrayed from income received
from the Pancake Supper and Fourth of July booth. The group also
allocated $1,350.00 (the cost of the registration fee to the National
Youth Gathering) to the youth from these funds.
The group also decided to again ORGANIZE the Fourth of July
food stand. It does a great job of making St. John visible in the
community, and the net income helps provide “extras” for the
congregation.
Refreshments were served by Dave and Donna Dose.
****

Christian Fellowship Society held its regular meeting on April 24th. Donna
Truelsen led devotional thoughts on the three “P” gifts of God: Pardon for the
past, Power for the present, and Promise for the future. Suzanne Winterhof
presented the evening’s topic, “Unraveling the Myths of Religion,” based on the
articles in a past Lutheran Witness issue.
Further plans for the organization of the Fourth of July food booth were
made. The date of June 19th, 6:00 pm, was set for the summer picnic. The
evening concluded with lunch served by Vernon and Suzanne Winterhof.

4

St. John Ladies’ Aid met on April 6, 2016, at 1:30 pm, in the church
meeting room. Renae Norwood was the hostess who served refreshments.
President Donna Truelsen called the meeting to order and led the
group in devotions. Joann Oatman presented a topic, “Follow Me,”
based on the symbols of the 12 apostles. She related information
about each of their lives and how they followed the Savior. Her final
question was, “Would you be willing to leave everything and follow
Jesus?”
Roll call was answered by ten members and one guest telling the
name of a flower that starts with the same letter as the person sitting
on your right.
District Convention will be June 23-25. We need a delegate. Because
some of our members are working on the host committee, we will try
to find someone who is not.
It was announced that the Fall Retreat at Mission Central is planned
for September 24th.
Our closing featured the National LWML grants to acts 2 Enterprise
in Detroit which uses the 1 Thessalonians 1:4-8 approach to reach the
unchurched.
***
Nine ladies from St. John attended the Zone LWML Rally held at
Zion, Storm Lake, on Sunday, April 10th. Featured speaker was Dewey
Torkelsen, principal of Great Lakes Lutheran School Association.
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THE THRIVENT CHOICE PLAN has been in place
for five years. During that time the churches in Buena
Vista County have received $233,000 dollars. St. John
has been the recipient of $43,300 (which happens to be
the most received by a BV County Church).
LIBRARY HELP NEEDED - If you would like to help organize the
library, please call the church office. Right now, we have books
that need to
be catalogued and organized so that they are able
to be checked out and read. We are also in need of someone to
serve long-term as the church librarian. No experience is needed.
ASCENSION SERVICE - The Denison and Mapleton
Circuits invite you to an ASCENSION SERVICE AT
MISSION CENTRAL. If your congregation or circuit
does not have an Ascension service, the Denison
and Mapleton Circuits invite you to join them to
celebrate the Ascension of our Lord on Thursday,
May 5th at Mission
Central. District President Steve Turner will be the
preacher for the 7 p.m. service. The offering will be given to the support
of a new LCMS missionary family: Pastor Brian, Amanda, and Ezra Gauthier,
missionaries to Panama. A grilled hamburger supper will be served in the
Mission Central Fellowship Hall beginning at 5:30. For more information
contact
Pastor
Merle
Mahnken
at
712-676-2235
or
immansch@iowatelecom.net.

THANK YOU - Rev. Jeffrey and Michele Kuddes would like to thank the members
of St. John for the $284.00 they received to support their mission work. We
received a thank you letter (titled “Mission to Madagascar”) from them. You can
read their letter on the bulletin board.
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GAMBLING - Compulsive gambling is not limited to only cards. It can
also include slot machines, lotteries, raffles, and even bets between
friends. Particularly affected are Caucasian men (age 18-35) as well as
those with another addiction or mood disorder.
Because of
co-occurring addictions or other mental health diagnoses, 1 our of 5
gamblers becomes suicidal. Other problems of a gambling addiction
include financial stress, insomnia, relationship issues, legal hassles,
job loss, and mental health problems.
As with all addictions,
gamblers often do not see the problem, so they blame others and
avoid taking responsibility.
If you or someone you know is
preoccupied with gambling, secretive and defensive about gambling
issues, loses relationships due to their problem, or is at financial risk,
please contact www.lfsiowa.org or call 1-800-BETS OFF. This message
has been brought to you by Lutheran Family Service.
MISSION CENTRAL - Are you looking for something to do this summer that will
be educational and free? Then mark your calendars for the following dates when
various missionaries will be coming to Mission Central to tell about their mission
work.
 June 10th - 1:00 pm - Wayne and Linda Braun from Germany
 June 23rd - 1:00 pm - Rev. Ed and Cherie Auger - Latin America
In true “summer form,” they even have a few double headers that you can attend!
 July 9th - 1:00 pm - Wassmunds from Korea and at 1:30 pm - Josh and Coco
Lange - Asia
 July 16th - 1:00 pm - Rev. Steve and Cindy Schumacher - Ghana
 July 23rd - 1:00 pm - Shara Cunningham from Kenya and Rev. Ahlman family
from Germany
 August 20th - 1:00 pm - Gale family from Peru
NEW PASTORS - The Storm Lake Circuit will welcome two new Seminary
graduates as Pastors in neighboring congregations in the next few months.
Ryan Roehrig (St. Louis) has been called to St. Paul, Alta and Lucas Booher
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CAMP OBOBOJI? Below you will find key
dates and events that will be happening at Camp Okoboji in May and June.
If you would like more details about any of these events, you may contact
the Camp by calling (712) 337-3325 or emailing camp@campokoboji.org.
 May 13 - 15 Youth Volunteer Weekend
 May 23 - 25 Pastor’s Continuing Ed. Retreat
 May 27 - 30 Veteran’s Family Retreat
 June 3 - 5 Kids Kamp (Grades K-2)
 June 9 - 12 JOY Camp 1 (Special Needs)
 June 12 - 15 Adventure Camp (Grades 7-12)
 June 12 - 18 Girls’ Sports Camp (Grades 4-8)
 June 18 Quilt Auction and Craft Sale
 June 19 - 21 All Church Workers Conference
 June 23 - 25 LWML Convention
 June 25 Paul’s Bike-A-Thon Challenge
 June 26 - July 2 Minne-Boji (Grades 4-9)

Vacation Bible School is coming to St. John this summer! “Barnyard
Roundup” will be the theme. Your children will explore Bible accounts
where Jesus graciously gathers us together to be with Him with His
abundant provision and saving protection, now and forever. Mark your
calendars to attend VBS July 8th—10th (yes, that’s a weekend)! If you
would like to volunteer to help, please contact Pastor or Celeste.
GRADUATION RECOGNITION will be held at St. John on Sunday, May 29th. We
will honor the five graduates listed on the front cover. Following the service, Parish Relations invites you to join them in honoring the graduates with refreshments
at a reception during Coffee Hour.
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LUTHERAN NIGHT will be held at Werner Park in Omaha on June 6th.
Come watch Nashville take on the Omaha Storm Chasers at 7:05 pm.
Tickets for group infield box seats are $10.00; group outfield box seat
tickets are $6.00. To receive this special pricing, tickets must be reserved
by June 1st by calling Ryan (402) 738-5126. A flyer with more details is
on the bulletin board.

In this issue, we will learn about our final church observance: Ascension.
Ascension commemorates Jesus’ final appearance to His disciples before ascending to
Heaven (Acts 1:1-11). Ascension takes place 40 days after Easter, so it will always be on
a Thursday. In 2016, Ascension is on May 5th. An Ascension service will be held that
evening at 7:00 pm at Mission Central (see p. 6 of the newsletter for complete details
about that service).

Now that we have made it through the parts of the liturgy and the observances in the
church year, let’s learn about some of the terms that we use in church.
 Alb - A close fitting white garment that is the standard vestment for Pastors. The
word comes from the Latin for white, alba.
 Altar - Along with the font and pulpit, the altar is the chief focal point in the church
building. At the altar, the prayers of the congregation are offered and the body and
blood of our Lord are received in Holy Communion.
Note: I often see this word misspelled in correspondence, online, in bulletins, or in
newsletters as “Alter” (ex: “The alter flowers this morning…”). When it is spelled that
way, alter means to change or modify. However, God can alter us when we come before
Him at the altar!
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Why So Much Cursing and Not More Praying?
Have you ever stopped to consider how often the people in this world, daily, yea, hourly,
ask God to damn them, their neighbors and everything that is in the world? Do you not
wonder, in the face of all this cursing, that this is not a more evil and wicked world? And
furthermore, do you not wonder that God has not long ago completely damned the world?
Again, have you ever stopped to consider how seldom people pray, ask God to bless
them, their neighbors and everything that is in the world? Do you not feel certain that this
world would be a better place to live in if people would pray more? And, do you not feel
certain that God would be more pleased if people cursed less and prayed more?
Have you the terrible habit of cursing, dear friend? It is an abomination to God. Stop it for
your sake and for the sake of all around you. “Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing
and cursing. My brethern, these things ought not to be.”
On the other hand, do you pray? How often? Only seldomly? Pray more. Be “fervent in
prayer.” “Pray without ceasing.” It pleases God. Through prayer you and all who are
around you are blessed. “Whatsoever ye ask the Father in My name He will give it
you.” (K. H. S.)
*** *
*****
Often, today, people lament about the shape the world is in, the decline of society, the
increase in divorce, the lack of morals, the corruption of politics. But, are these issues new?
Or has technology just made them more available and made it easier to spread the word
about this evil?
Think of how poor Noah must have felt some 6,000 years ago when God told him everyone in the world, except his immediate family, would be destroyed through a flood. It had
to have been pretty corrupt for God to resort to such drastic measures! Yet, Noah didn't
grab his iPhone and post a daily status update about the ark’s progress on Facebook. Nor
did he post “selfies” on Instagram or Snapchat. The major broadcasting networks did not
have their crews set up beside the ark featuring news updates every evening about some
guy building this outrageously large vessel either.
But, how different that is from today’s world of instant technology! To bring it closer to
home, how many of you can remember W.W. II and agonizing over if your father, husband,
or brother was safe? Even if you received a letter from them, they were not allowed to
disclose their location. But, now, all you have to do is turn on the evening news or search
online and you can instantly find out where the troops will be heading to the following
morning!
How long ago do you think the article at the top of the page was written? It sounds pretty
modern, doesn’t it? Would you be surprised if I told you I found it in Volume II of
“The Church Goer,” which was published at the St. John parsonage in May 1921 - yes,
1921! That’s 95 years ago this month.
I guess Solomon was right all along when he said, “There is nothing new under the
sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9).
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Sammy
By: Celeste Cummins
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27).
Whenever I hear this verse, I think of my dad. He spent every day of his life on the
same farm. His childhood was spent just coming off the Great Depression in the days
when horses still did most of the farm work. There are probably lots of things I did not
know about my dad and his life growing up on the farm, but I discovered some stories
from his childhood several years ago when I re-did a scrapbook for him.
As I sorted through his pictures, I wanted to include the stories of each picture as I made
the new album for him. Some stories were easy and memorable, such as when he and
two of his sisters all got married in the same year. But, others, like a picture of him in
the yard with a sheep, I wondered about.
I showed him this picture and asked him if he remembered it.
He got a twinkle in his eye as he smiled at me and said, “’Course
I do! That’s Sammy!” I knew my dad and grandpa raised sheep
as my dad was growing up, so I wondered how he could
remember this particular sheep. “That’s easy,” he began. “I
named them all Sammy!”
We may not all have the same names like my dad’s sheep, but
Jesus, our Good Shepherd, knows our names, too.
He
remembers us, just as my dad remembered Sammy. Just as
sheep, such as Sammy, follow their shepherd, we recognize the
voice of our Shepherd and follow Him. But, I remember my dad
telling me that sometimes real sheep are not all that bright. They often get distracted by
something, wander away, and end up lost (like the one time we found our neighbor’s
sheep in our machine shed. And, they lived a mile away!). We Christian sheep act in
much the same way. We have gotten off track by the distractions of the world and
wander away from our Shepherd. What happens at times like this? Does Jesus just forget
about us? No! Just like my dad never forgot about Sammy, Jesus would never forget us,
either. He tells us a hired man would flee and run away when he saw danger, but Jesus
assures us, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep” (John 6:10).
We can never stray too far from Jesus. Our Good Shepherd will carefully search for us
until He finds us.
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.

May Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Deb Jesse & Linda Zabloudil

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Dose
Acolytes:

402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web:
www.stjohnstormlake.org

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Bradyn Mack
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Mercedes Norris

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has been sponsored by….

Musicians are encouraged to share their
talents during our worship services
throughout the year. If you play an
instrument or would like to join the
choir, please contact our music director,
Suzanne Winterhof.
Our choir rehearses each Wednesday
evening at 7:30 pm. New members are
always welcome anytime.

Altar Flowers
1st - In memory of Margaret Bumann by Lloyd B.
8th - Kyle and Amanda Doonan
15th - In memory of Virginia Burhop by Duane and
Karen Ploeger
22nd - Hardts - H.S. Grads
29th - ???
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