2019

St. John Eagle

Y O U R S O U R C E O F S P I R I T U A L N O U R I S H M E N T
F O R Y O U R S O U L T H R O U G H T H E W O R D

Our Lenten Journey Begins on
Ash Wednesday,
March 6th
7:00 pm Worship w/H.C.

It continues each Wednesday at
12:30 and 7:30 pm with a weekly
worship service.
Maundy Thursday we will celebrate
the Lord’s Supper (7:00 pm).
On Good Friday, we will remember
Jesus suffering and death (7:00 pm).
Easter morning, we will rejoice in
Jesus’ victory over death (7:00 am
Sunrise service & 9:00 am worship
service w/H.C.)

Staff and Special Events
From the Pastor
Voters’ Meeting Minutes
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders meets every
Sunday at 10:15 am. Join
us and bring a friend!
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those
who are of the household of faith.” Galatians 6:10
At a meeting recently at the district office we were given some good advice.
We were told to “value people,” for they are priceless. After all, God gave His
only Son for them! As you value and focus on people, you will also be reminded
of that reason -- the price God paid to redeem them and you! Relish that grace
and allow it to flow into your heart and through you into the lives of others.
We know that Jesus valued and still values people more than anything. And His
Father in heaven was and is no different. You see, the most valuable assets on
earth are not its breathtaking natural wonders or the fancy cars, airplanes, and
architectural masterpieces; they’re people! God loved us so much He gave His
only begotten Son to die for us and show us our value. Now if God values us that
much, shouldn’t we value others the same way?
One article I read recently said that it is easy to tell whether or not you love/
value people from the way you talk to them. That hit home with me as I thought
of how often I am so wrapped up in my own problems or self-righteousness that I
am ambivalent, if not uncaring, in my thoughts and actions toward those around
me. When I am acting that way, I am definitely not considering their value.
Again, Jesus always valued people more than Himself, serving those He valued
to the point of going to the cross. That is how much we are worth to Him! Since
He values us so much, in turn we are to value others and serve others as He
served us. And as we serve others, we show them how valued THEY are to us
and to our Lord! Through our actions and our words may they be drawn to us and
to Jesus to become, if they are not already, a part of God’s kingdom! May God
give us all the grace to be His hands and feet serving others and showing them
Jesus.
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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St. John Voters’ Meeting

January 27, 2019

Pastor opened with Scripture from Philippians 4:3-7 and prayer.
Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order. Twenty-six voting members
were present.
Minutes of two previous meetings were approved, and there was no unfinished business,
except the reminding that we keep ourselves and our children safe.
Treasurer Celeste Cummins presented her printed report (available upon request). As of
this date, there were $960.50 in undesignated memorials and $293.00 in Thrivent Choice
Dollars. Jan Magnussen – in her printed Trustee Board’s report (available upon request)
– outlined several costly future St. John projects. Therefore, Harlan Matasovsky made a
motion that these monies ($960.50 in undesignated memorials and $293.00 in Thrivent
Choice Dollars for a total of $1,253.50) be put into the Capital Improvement Fund.
Seconded by Marleen Otto, the motion passed with a majority voice vote.
Hardt continued the appointment of the Audit Committee: Alice Grundmeier, Dan
Bacon, and Jake Schable.
Board of Lay Ministers – Harlan Matasovsky
Two new members are on this board; room for more, please.
Board of Christian Education and Young People’s Work – Jerry Johnson
Many youth projects to raise funds for the July National Youth Gathering in
Minneapolis. Nine youth and three chaperones will attend.
Soon there will be a Pizza Ranch night for them. Valentine cards will, shortly, be
available for designated donations of your choice. In March the youth will join those of
Grace Lutheran and there offer “spuds and splits.” February and March will find them in
Sioux City making Mercy Meals. There will be a “youth group hang-out” in March.
Sunday School is “maintaining” a few students; the Sunday morning junior and
senior high Bible study, two to four.
On February 10 the youth will help the Grace kids serve the sandwich and soup
supper at 5:00 pm after the 3:00 Circuit Bible Institute.
Johnson thanked the St. John member for their support, and Hardt thanked the
youth leaders for all they do.
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Board of Stewardship – report available upon request
Director Hardt congratulated the St. John members for their per-member giving.
Board of Parish Relations – Deb Matasovsky
Two members went off the board; two new members are “on board.”
A catered volunteer appreciation meal will soon be scheduled.
Valentine gift bags will be prepared and send to St. John shut-ins.
Endowment Committee – Harlan Matasovsky
Their report is available upon request, and Harlan briefly reviewed some of their
20 year investments and disbursements.
Purchasing Agent’s Report – Bob Fletcher (available upon request)
State of the Parish Report – Pastor Lesemann
In 2018, one Baptism, 4 families (8 members) transferred in, and 10 out
(deceased).
Compared to other congregations in his study, St. John is, statistically, doing
“average.”
In the coming months, Pastor will be attending church meetings in the hope of receiving input and direction and prayer, and he thanks members for their continued support
and invites all to talk to him about any concerns. His is working diligently to find a home
for the homeless person he’s befriending.
New Business
Kevin Jesse suggested that, rather than accruing a large cost for a big screen, we
find means of live streaming our services via up-dated equipment (audio or otherwise) for
our St. John website, resulting in better access to them. Pastor Lesemann can do this, but
the task is arduous.
The meeting was adjourned, and we prayed together the Lord’s Prayer.
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PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states,
“be alert and always keep on praying for all the
Lord’s people.” With that verse in mind, we are
praying our way through the directory
(alphabetically). Families will be featured in each newsletter that everyone can pray for. Some items to include in your prayers might be if they
are sick, ask for healing and patience; if they are active members, ask
God to keep their faith strong; if they have not been in church recently, ask God to help
them reestablish connections with their faith; if they are near death, pray for God’s
blessings and assurance of their faith. The next members on our prayer list are Kayla &
Isabella Wolcott, Robert & Maxine Wolverton, Kaku Muluneh (his parents: Gemechis &
Birhane), the Yong/Chan family (Riek, Nyarok, Nyajuok, Pel, Yach, Kuony, & Cham), Marlys
& Lyle Youngdahl, Jim & Linda Zabloudil, Lauren (Jon) Zinnel, Richard Zwemke (Tounh),
and Annie Viengsay. — We are now at the end of our directory “prayer list.” Does
anyone remember when we started or how long it’s taken us to get through the directory?
Our first members were featured in the January 2017 edition of the newsletter. Several
names have been listed in each issue ever since. We’ve been praying for 2 years and 2
months!

HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS - Please continue to bring
them to church.
FROM THE TRUSTEES - When possible, we would like to ask anyone
capable of just pulling open the new doors to please do so rather than using the
automatic door opener. This would save a lot of heat from escaping out the timed
open doors. Thank you!
When We Were Young by Karen Kingsbury is the featured book
this month. What if you could see into the future and know
what will happen tomorrow? Pay attention! Life is not a dress
rehearsal. When We Were Young is a new book featuring the
beloved Baxter family. A young father finds his whole world
turned upside down on the eve of his divorce. It is a rare and
beautiful love story that takes place in a single day. It’s about
the gift of knowing what tomorrow will bring if you really walk out that door today.
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Being Different
By: Celeste Cummins

A man building a large ship on dry ground. Another man walking around the desert dressed in
camel's hair and eating locusts and honey. A third man who curses a fig tree as he walks by it. An
adult admitting that they named their vehicle. These people sound a little odd, don't they? I'm sure
you know who each of these people are that I'm referring to. They are all memorable. Actually, the
last one is me. Last month, I admitted to naming my vehicle Rudy. Sounds a bit odd, doesn't it? A
few days after my newsletter article about Rudy was published, I heard on the radio that 56% of
people name their vehicles! 56%. That's over half of us. (Now who thinks I'm odd)? 
In case you're wondering, I admit - I am odd! Another story that shows my oddities happened in
college. One of my professors asked us if any of us had had pretend friends when we were growing
up. Always one to tell the truth, I raised my hand. She asked the question again and gave them a bit
of time to raise their hand, but no one else raised their hand. I was the lone wolf. I had no idea why
she asked us this question, so I was feeling a bit conspicuous. She then told us that research
indicated adults who had pretend friends when they were children were more intelligent than those
who did not have them. At that moment, I was feeling happy with myself – and some of the other
kids were saying, “I had pretend friends, too. I just didn’t want to raise my hand.” (Yeah sure)!
Have you ever felt like a fish out of water? Like you're swimming in the opposite direction as
everyone else? I do quite often. I always seem to have a different perspective as other people on
matters. I think different than other people do. Some days, I get overwhelmed and discouraged. It
makes me wonder, 'Why can't I be more like the rest of the group? Why am I so different?'
But, then I realize, God made me the way I am! God created me "unique" and "special." I was
created the way I am for a reason. He made others the way they are for a different reason. If I'm
just like them, it would be boring. So, I have to be a little different. We all are! We're all different,
special, and unique. What motivates you may not motivate your friend. The flavor of coffee you
drink may taste awful to your spouse. Your neighbor may think you wear weird clothes, but you
like your wardrobe.
There are many Bible verses in which God tells us how unique we are. In Jeremiah 1:5, God told
Jeremiah, "Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…" In Psalm 139:13-16, David tells God,
"For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb…" A God who
put this much time and thought into creating each person did not do it by accident. He created us the
way we are - special, unique, and one of a kind! And, because I'm a little unique…As Barbie sings
to her cat (that acts like a dog!) in "The Princess and the Pauper,"
I say / If you bark / Celebrate it / Make your mark / Serenade it / Noah's ark
Shoulda had a cat like you / And if / What you are / Is a strange you / Doesn't mean
You should change you / Only means / You should change your point of view...
https://lyricspond.com/artist-barbie/lyrics-the-cats-meow
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

March Worship Assistants
Altar Guild: Diane Krueger & Linda Zabloudil
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has yet to be sponsored.

Altar Flowers
3rd - In memory of Lowell & Joy
Peters by Sharen Peters.
10th - In memory
Youngdahl by family

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
New members are always welcome.
The choir rehearses on Wednesday
evenings at 7:00 pm.

of

Marv

17th - In honor of our 35th
Anniversary—Dave & Lona Stille
24th - In honor of our 25th
Wedding Anniversary on the 27th
of March—Mark & Kristy Miller
31st -
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