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Midweek Lenten Services
continue on March
7th and 14th
at
12:30 pm and 7:00 pm.
On March 21st the regular
Midweek Lenten Services
will conclude at 12:30 pm.
A special presentation
titled “Christ in the
Passover” will be held that
evening at 7:00 pm.
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders meets upstairs
at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday.
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Jesus said: “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. I will
not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the Kingdom of God.” (Luke 22:15-16)
We often think of the life of Jesus as being much different than the scribes and Pharisees in the way He lived. Yet Jesus was a Jew, and as such, he followed God’s law and
was faithful in celebrating the festivals of His faith. However He, unlike the scribes and
Pharisees, was able to do it all perfectly and He did it for us!
One festival that scriptures records Jesus attending many times in His life was the
Passover. We see this from His youth as recorded in Luke 2:41where it shares that
Joseph and Mary went to the Passover celebration in Jerusalem every year. Most likely
this Passover attendance continued throughout His life and ministry. And especially at
the last where He and His disciples gathered for the Passover just hours before He went
to the cross. It is known the Last Supper.
Since the time of Moses the Jews have celebrated the Passover meal, but it has evolved
over time to be also called the “seder,” meaning “order” in Hebrew (because the meal
and service are done in a prescribed sequence). There are many components to this meal,
all with meaning: the wine, the unleavened bread called matzah, the bitter herbs, egg,
lamb, a vegetable (Karpas), Charoset (mixture of apples, nuts, wine, and spices) etc.
Many of the elements in this practice point in some way to the sacrifice that would be
made by the expected Messiah who would rescue Israel, not from slavery in Egypt, but
from slavery to sin.
Today we are not required to celebrate the Passover meal. Yet the Passover meal has
true significance for us as Christians. In many noteworthy ways it parallels the ministry
of Christ, the Lamb of God sacrificed to take away the sins of the world. As believers in
Christ we know this and give God thanks!
Let us pray for those in the world for those who practice the Seder meal yet do not
connect it to Christ the Lamb of God. May all people come to believe in Jesus, our true
Passover Lamb.
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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St. John Voters’ Meeting

January 28, 2018

The January meeting of the St. John voters opened with a brief devotion.
Pastor Lesemann read Rev. 2:10b, thanked those 31 present with their faithfulness to St. John and to God for attending this meeting, and prayed to Him for
them.
The minutes of previous meetings were approved.
The treasurer’s report had been printed; it is added hereto. No changes or
comments were made.
The voters decided how to distribute Thrivent money ($2,007) and a recent
undesignated memorial ($560).
Several suggestions were proffered and
discussed. Harlan Matasovsky made a motion that the monies be split equally
between the Capital Improvement Fund ($1,283.50) and the purchase of a flat
screen T.V. and sturdy cart for it, to be used on the ground floor ($1,283.50).
Seconded by Donna Truelsen, the motion passed with a majority voice vote. A
friendly amendment was added by Jerry Johnson that if all the money is not
needed for the T.V. and cart, the remainder of that money would go to Capital
Improvement.
Executive Director Henry Hardt asked for volunteers needed for an audit
committee.
Committee Reports
Christian Education and Young People’s Work - Jerry Johnson
St. John and Grace Lutheran are now holding separate Sunday Schools
but continue to partner for the youth group. Jerry reported low attendances in
Faithbuilders and the high school Bible study and asked for parents and
volunteers, needed on both the boards. Youth group activities were outlined, with
many more to come this year.
Stewardship - Karen Fletcher (printed and included with the minutes).
**Continued on the next page…**
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Church Properties - Jan Magnussen
The handicap door has been installed on the education building, but some
issues have arisen, so the bill has not been paid and the rest of the doors have
not been ordered.
Carpet will eventually be installed outside the educational building door,
and a 4 x 8 canopy over the west door has been donated and will be ordered and
installed in the spring when the runoff outside this door has been resolved.
A new copier has been ordered.
Some windows remain to be caulked, and some tuck pointing is needed on
the south wall of the church.
Parish Relations - Deb Matasovsky
Past projects were highlighted. Volunteers are needed for this board.
Administrative Boards
Endowment - Harlan Matasovsky
Harlan went over the printed report (included with the minutes). The funds
keep growing, all praise to God.
Purchasing Agent - Bob Fletcher (printed and added to these minutes).
Executive Director - Henry Hardt
A nominating committee for mid-year election for the 2019-2020 term must
be appointed. Volunteers, please.
Before the voters’ meeting in December, we must consider how we will
handle mission giving in 2019. Shall a line item in the next budget include offerings to Iowa District West? St. John, Hardt remarked, does an admirable job of
contributing to missions, but is very poor at those for district business and for its
ministries. As his suggestion, Alice Grundmeier made a motion that the 2019
offering envelopes change the “Mission” line to that of “Iowa District West/
Missions.” Pastor Lesemann seconded the motion, and it passed with a majority
voice vote.
Pastor’ Report
Pastor reported 6 Baptisms, 1 adult, in 2017 and 3 adult Confirmations. In
researching, he has discovered that since 2011, St. John membership, church
attendance, and offerings have been “stable” and “steady,” and he thanked the
***continued on the next page…**
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members for that and encouraged us to continue in it.
He will be going to the Philippines in April.
An alternate delegate to the district convention, man or woman, is
needed.
We closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.

FEBRUARY LADIES’ AID MEETING
Nyarok Chan was the hostess with the assistance of Jan Magnussen and Donna
Truelsen when the Ladies’ Aid met on February 7th. After acknowledging the
January and February birthdays, Barbara Walters opened the meeting with a
devotion based on Psalm 23 emphasizing the comfort found in that the Lords
walks with us.
Donna Truelsen presented the topic “Bringing Rosa to Life.” Rosa Young began
teaching seven students in an old hall in 1912 in Alabama. That humble
beginning was the beginning of LCMS African-American ministry. From those
humble beginnings, today there are many churches that were founded by
Pastors, teachers, and lay people whose lives were touched by Dr. Rosa Young
and her legacy. Her efforts demonstrate the difference that one person sharing
God’s Word can make.
Roll call was answered by ten members who shared what talent or skill they
wish they woiuld like to have.
Put this date on your calendar: Sunday, April 22, will be the Zone LWML Rally at
1:30 pm at Grace. The speakers will be Mark & Ruth Gerken who traveled to
Ethiopia last year; learn how the Lutheran Church is growing in this country.
Information regarding the national LWML project to assist the Lutheran
Heritage Foundation was shared. This grant will fund 20,000 translated Bible
story books for children in Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, China, and Mongolia.
It is always interesting to learn where and how our mites are being used.
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DON’T MISS THE MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES!
Take a few minutes Wednesday at 12:30 or 7:00 pm to join our
Christian family in meditation and prayer at our Mid-Week
Lenten services. “Return to the Lord” is the series title. How
often God through the prophets told His people to “return to the
Lord.” In a world that ignores Christian values God speaks to us
and reminds us of His concern by sending his Son as our Savior. What is your answer to
His wondrous love? To fully appreciate the joy of the Resurrection, we also need to walk
with Jesus from Gethsemane to Calvary!
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES
Palm Sunday - Saturday, March 24 and Sunday, March 25 services will celebrate
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.
Maundy Thursday - Thursday, March 29th at 7:00 pm. This solemn service recalls
the Last Supper and Jesus’ institution of the Lord’s Supper. In former years, this
was a “must attend” worship service, and every member of the church made a special
effort to be in attendance. This service will conclude with the Stripping of the Altar
in preparation for Good Friday.
Good Friday - Friday, March 30th at 7:00 pm. Service of Tenebrae. This is one of
the most solemn services as we reflect on the crucifixion of Jesus through the reading of Scripture, meditation, and song. This service ends in darkness.
Saturday, March 31st - No evening service will be held.
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service at 7:00 am. Celebrate the Resurrection as we join in
spirit the women going to the tomb on that first Easter. Yes, you might be tempted
to “sleep in,” but the special music, readings, and drama planned should bring the real
meaning of Easter alive.
Easter Breakfast will be served at church from 7:45 am - 8:45 am.
Easter Sunday 9:00 am worship service. This will be a festival liturgical service with
the celebration of Holy Communion.
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PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states,
“be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s
people.” With that verse in mind, we are praying our way
through the directory (alphabetically). Families will be
featured in each newsletter that everyone can pray for.
Some items to include in your prayers might be if they
are sick, ask for healing and patience; if they are active
members, ask God to keep their faith strong; if they have
not been in church recently, ask God to help them
reestablish connections with their faith; if they are near death, pray for God’s
blessings and assurance of their faith. The next members on our prayer list are
Nyadak Jangjuol, (Staci), Megan, & Madison Jensen, Brent Jesse, Chris, Kathy,
Rachael, Amy, & Zoey Jesse, Darren (Amy & Lauryn) Jesse, Kevin & Deb Jesse,
Shawn, Connie, Blake, Nate, & Grace Jesse, & Sheila Jesse.
Jews for Jesus - Christ in the Passover Presentation: This presentation, given
by missionary Eli Birnbaum, will show the link between the ancient Festival of Redemption (The Passover) and Christ as the Lamb of God. This demonstration is visual, so you
will actually see a table set with traditional Passover items. Missionary Birnbaum will use
Scripture as well as the visual items to walk through a Jewish Passover Seder, weaving
the story of the Exodus together with the life, death and resurrection of Christ. The
words He will speak in the upper room will come alive as each Hebraic item is carefully
explained. Please come and attend this 30 minute presentation on the evening of March
21st at 7pm.
Jews for Jesus - Christ in the Passover Presentation: How can you help? The cost of
the Christ in the Passover Presentation is $100. In addition, Missionary Eli Birnbaum will be
needing supper prior to the presentation and a place to stay afterwards (this can be a home - pet
free please) or hotel on the evening of the 21st. Please let Pastor Lesemann know if you can help
with supper, lodging or fees. If you are interested and want to help, there are also a few supplies
needed for the presentation (see the list of needed items on the bulletin board next to the office).
A free will offering taken after the presentation which will go toward the support Jews for Jesus’
missionary work to the Jewish people in Israel.
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Thank you for your partnership! Just as a congregation is dependent on the
financial gifts of their members, so Iowa District West is dependent on the gifts we
receive from our partner congregations. Last year you provided just over $1.5 million to
help us support Christ’s mission. Those funds enabled us to support 5 missionary
partners in IDW, support over 30 congregations with mission grants, provide workshops
and resources in a variety of areas, support the work of the LCMS, and work with you
as you carry out Christ’s mission in your community. As a result, hundreds of
individuals came to faith just in IDW, thousands were strengthened in their faith, and a
new congregation was planted (The Gate, Ankeny)! Thank you again and may God
richly bless our partnership in 2018. Pres. Steve Turner and the staff of IDW

FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE – The 17th annual Storm Lake Father
Daughter Dance will be on March 3rd at the Storm Lake Elementary School. Photos
start at 6:00 pm with the dance to follow from 7:00 – 9:30 pm. The cost is $20 per
family at the door. Fathers and father figures along with their daughters are invited to
enjoy a special evening of dancing, sweet treats, and a keepsake photo.
2019 LCMS Youth Gathering Information Meeting - Sunday, March 11 at
6:00 pm at St. John library. It may be a year from now, but it is not too early to start
planning for the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN from July 11 to 15,
2019. Interested parents and students are invited to come to the meeting to learn more
about the Gathering and how to prepare for its awesome impact. We will talk about
fundraising events, travel plans, and preparation for the experience. We need to start
thinking about who is going and who is interested to be the adult leaders for the 2019
LCMS Youth Gathering. If you have any questions please contact Jerry Johnson at
johnson@bvu.edu.
YOUTH GROUP PARTY: SATURDAY Morning Easter Egg Coloring and
Virtual Cereality Party – Saturday, March 31 at 10:00 am - The Grace and St. John
youth are invited to color Easter eggs and enjoy their favorite cereal on March 31 at
10:00 am in St. John basement. Bring two boxes of your favorite cereal; one for you and
another for the Tornado Alley food bank. Join the fun when we give your favorite
cereal a new taste, or what we like to call a new “reality.” Changing the reality of your
favorite cereal by mixing and adding lots of toppings is called, “Virtual Cereality”!
Then just add milk, decorate eggs and get ready for a fun time. Please contact Jerry
Johnson to RSVP for the party by March 28 at johnson@bvu.edu. Please contact me if
your family would like to help organize the Virtual Cereality Saturday Morning Party.
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EASTER LILY ORDER FORM
Thank you for your donation of an Easter lily for our Easter
services. Your donation is very much appreciated.
Please Keep in Mind – In order to guarantee that we are able to fulfill your lily order,
please make sure your order form arrives in the office by 4:00 pm on Thursday, March
22, 2018.
To Order from the Church…
By filling out the order form below, your Easter lily will be purchased and delivered to
the church for a cost of $11.00 each. Checks should be made out to “St. John Lutheran
Church.” In the memo line of your check, please indicate “Easter lily.”
Name __________________________________________________________________
In Memory of ____________________________________________________________
In Honor of _____________________________________________________________
In Joyful Celebration of Jesus’ Triumphant Resurrection from the Dead _____________
(If this is your choice, please put a check mark on the line and fill in your name above)
To Bring Your Own Easter Lily…
If you decide to supply your own, please bring it to church by Good Friday wrapped in
gold or purple wrap and please write your name on the bottom of the pot, if you would
like the lily returned to you. You will still need to fill out the information above if you
would like your Easter lily to be acknowledged in the bulletin.
Orders must be placed by Thursday, March 22, 2018.
Plants May Be Taken Home After the 9:00 am Easter Service.
___ I will take my Easter lily home with me following the 9:00 am Easter Service.
___ I will pick up my Easter lily before Thursday, April 5, 2018. Lilies left after noon
on Thursday will be disposed of.
___ I do not want my Easter lily. Please deliver it to a shut in.
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Returns
By: Celeste Cummins

Returning items that you have purchased, but did not like, is quite common in
our society. Often the return line in Walmart is longer than the checkout lane.
While some stores advertise “satisfaction guaranteed,” our earthly lives do not
come with such a promise.
Years ago, when I got my wedding pictures back, one picture took me by
surprise. The photographer had gotten a picture right after my dad walked me
down the aisle and we met Craig. Now, I’ve got to tell you, my dad was a pretty
big guy with huge hands. I was a little surprised when I saw my dad’s hand
squeezing Craig’s arm about as hard as he could. When I asked Craig what was
happening, he told me that my dad had told him, “No returns.” Though earthly
fathers do not like to see their little girls returned to them, our Heavenly Father
encourages all of His children to “return” to Him.
This is evident in our Lenten series this year. Each week we have been
encouraged to “Return to the Lord!” Joel 2:13b tells us, “Return to the Lord
your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love…” Regardless of what we have done or what a mess we have
made of our lives, our Heavenly Father encourages returns. Did you think evil
thoughts about someone? Maybe you committed adultery. Or you stole something. In a fit of rage, you may have killed someone. God is always gracious
and merciful and will forgive whatever we have done. He desires that we come
back to Him. God does not get angry with us. He welcomes us like the father
welcomed the prodigal son in Luke 15:11-32. God’s steadfast love endures
forever (Lamentations 3:22). We are assured that nothing is too disgraceful to
erase God’s love for us (Romans 8:38-39). Let us praise God for His love and
return to Him as often as we need to for forgiveness and reassurance.
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO

March Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Linda Zabloudil & Diane Krueger

Greeters:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

Acolytes:

Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has yet to be sponsored.

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
The choir will rehearse each
Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm
during the Lenten season. New
members are always welcome.

Altar Flowers
4th - Merna Lullmann’s 80th
birthday
11th - In memory of Marvin
Youngdahl by family
18th - Harlan & Deb Matasovsky
35 years
25th - For Tounh, Abbie, & Annie
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