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Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders will be held
at Grace in March. Classes
begin at 10:15 am.
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof). Pastor Lesemann’s
Bible Study is taking a break
while he fills the Newell vacancy.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Taking On Something for Lent
This year for Lent instead of giving up something, I’d like you to take on something. I
would like you to dig out your old green, blue, dark blue or burgundy catechism, blow off the
dust, and read and review the sections assigned for each week that I give you after this
paragraph. It’s not going to be a hard assignment. I am not asking you to memorize anything or
stand in front of the congregation and answer any catechism questions. I simply want you to
read and review what you learned long ago. My hope is that this reexamination of the Small
Catechism would be a simple part of your Lenten routine. As you read through each section,
prayerfully examine your own life and see if the Holy Spirit is prompting you to make any
changes.
Here are those reading assignments for each week:
Ash Wednesday: The Ten Commandments
Lenten Midweek 2: The Apostles’ Creed
Lenten Midweek 3: The Lord’s Prayer
Lenten Midweek 4: Holy Baptism
Lenten Midweek 5: The Office of the Keys
Lenten Midweek 6: The Sacrament of the Altar
Each midweek’s service will have a different emphasis that ties into your assignment and
the service Bible reading. They are as follows: The Ash Wednesday service will have the
theme of “The Greatest of These Is Love,” with the corresponding text of Exodus 20:1–17. For
the second midweek service, the theme will be “This I Believe,” with the corresponding text of
1 Corinthians 15:3–8. The third midweek service will have the theme, “Our Father Who Is in
Heaven,” with the corresponding text of Matthew 6:9–13. Our fourth midweek service theme
is “The Washing of Regeneration,” with the corresponding text of Matthew 28:18–20. Our
fifth midweek service theme is “We Are Forgiven,” with the corresponding text of John
20:19–23. And our sixth and final midweek service will have the theme, “We Eat a Holy
Supper,” with the corresponding text of Matthew 26:26–28.
My prayer for all of us is that through this review we would grow in faith and appreciation
for what God has done for us through His Son Jesus Christ.
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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St. John Voters’ Meeting

Sunday, January 29, 2017

**Please note: Items that say “printed and attached” are available from
the secretary, if requested.
Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order.
Eighteen communicant members were present. We read together the
congregational meeting prayer.
The printed minutes of previous meetings were approved. There
was no unfinished business.
Treasurer’s Report (printed and attached) - No discussion.
Hardt pointed out some items in the printed 2017 budget which
had been handed out. Dewey Betts made a motion to approve it, and
it was seconded by Harold Redenbaugh. In regard to Kevin Jesse’s
question, Hardt explained that although Iowa District West mission is
not a budgeted item, in 2016 St. John members had contributed
$4861 to Iowa District West and, overall, $16,762 to other mission
projects. The motion to approve the 2017 budget then passed with a
majority voice vote.
Jan Redenbaugh made a motion that the $1405 of undesignated
memorial monies go toward replacing the northeast door of the
educational building, which is presently too narrow to admit wheelchairs. Kevin Jesse explained that the door may cost approximately
$7000 and then seconded the motion; it passed with a majority voice
vote.
Harold Redenbaugh made a motion to allocate the $1464
Thrivent Dollars to the Capital Improvement Fund. Seconded by Lois
Lytle, the motion passed with a majority voice vote.
If anyone is interested in auditing the books for 2017, please see
Executive Director Henry Hardt.

(The minutes continue on the next page)
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The designations for special offerings - recommended by the
Stewardship Committee and printed in the handout - was addressed.
After some discussion, it was explained that any changes may be
made in writing the desired recipient on the envelope, so Harlan
Matasovsky made a motion to accept the designated recommendations and Dan Coleman seconded the motion. Suzanne Winterhof then
amended the motion in order to designate the special Thanksgiving
offerings to IDW missions. This friendly amendment was seconded by
Marleen Otto. It passed with one opposition - and the remainderapproval voice vote.
Hardt recommended that, as per their request for some
promissory offering, $5000 be committed for the IDW budget (as had
been done in 2016). Therefore, Kevin Jesse made it a motion, Marleen
Otto seconded it, and it passed with a majority voice vote.
Committee Reports:
Harlan Matasovsky - Lay Ministers
Because they are unable to support a full time Pastor, the
members of St. Peter in Newell are looking into options for acquiring a
Pastor to preach there on the weekends: either a retired one, or the one
from Zion Storm Lake (as a dual parish). Pastor Lesemann hopes the
situation is resolved in the near future.
Evangelism - no report
Jerry Johnson - Young People and Christian Education
The youth of St. John and Grace Lutheran will join in their LoveCareMentorShip group.
The St. John members were thanked for their support of the
That’s My Pan fundraiser. We raised $900 profit. Of that, half ($450)
will be given to Mercy Meals of Siouxland and will feed 3500 kids in
Siouxland. The youth group will again help pack the meals at Faith
Lutheran in Sioux City on February 25.

(The minutes continue on the next page)
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The ideas suggested by the youths’ August planning meeting are
being implemented.
An “I’m Bored! Game Night” for the youth will be Sunday evening,
February 19th - board games and fun!
The fall Junior High and the High School Youth Gatherings were
well-attended and wonderful, as were the NewsBoys concert, the
Christmas caroling and party in December, Pumpkin Chuckin’ and
Sundaes with Sprinkles in November and the September barbecue and
games evening with parents and Grace friends and their families. In
August the youth enjoyed sailing on good ol’ Storm Lake.
The year’s youth group Sunday morning will be Pixar Parables of
Virtues and Values. January and February Bible study will be at St. John
with friends from Grace also invited. Sunday School kids will study 100
favorite Bible stories. (Faithbuilders is on its second year of alternating
with Grace). St. John will host summer Sunday School; Grace will take
over Vacation Bible School.
The board is trying hard to get kids and their parents involved, and
as always, teachers and chaperones are encouraged and needed.
Stewardship (printed and attached)
Dave Dose - Church Properties (printed and attached)
Parish Relations (printed and attached)
Administrative Boards:
Harlan Matasovsky - Endowment Fund (printed, attached, and
briefly gone over)
Bob Fletcher - Purchasing Agent (printed and attached)
Jan Magnussen - Wellness Director (no report)
Executive Director’s Report:
“We are blessed and doing just fine. Keep it up.”

(The minutes continue on the next page)
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Pastor Lesemann’s State of the Parish Report (printed and attached)
New Business:
Hardt briefly explained the three constitutional amendments
proposed by Synod (printed and attached); basically, “they make some
wordings less complicated” [Vernon Winterhof]. A motion was made
by Marleen Otto to accept them, Harold Redenbaugh seconded it, and
it passed with a majority voice vote.
Hardt and Pastor led a discussion concerning the possible
financial support of St. John for Paul Chuol so he can continue
participating in the EIIT (Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology)
program at Concordia Seminary which would lead to his becoming a
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Pastor. The information is printed
and attached. Paul needs a mentoring congregation which would fund
one-third of his tuition and other fees for the next four years. This
would amount to approximately $3-4,000 a year.
Kevin Jesse made a motion to support Paul in this program.
Harlan Matasovsky seconded it. And it passed with a majority voice
vote. It was then suggested that the St. John lay ministers “seek and
secure” funding for Paul in the amount of one-third of his expenses for
the program in 2017. Kevin Jesse made it a motion, which was
seconded by Harlan Matasovsky and which passed by a majority vote.
We adjourned by praying the Lord’s Prayer.

Spring Begins
March 20th
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St. John Ladies’ Aid held its regular meeting on Wednesday,
February 1, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. in the Church meeting room. Laura
Bumann was the hostess. President Donna Truelsen presided.
Florence Goldsmith offered a devotion reminding us to rejoice
in the presence of Christ.
Pastor Lesemann led the topic on “Relationships” (especially
within the Church). He made five main points:
1. Engage in self-control
2. Do not engage in verbal abuse
3. Don’t be judgmental of others
4. Practice forgiveness
5. Don’t talk about others in a negative way
Eleven members answered roll call: if you could choose one age
to be, what would it be and why? Birthdays of the month were
acknowledged.
Several thank you notes were read including one for gift given
to Missionary Chris Ahlman in honor of Pastor’s 10th anniversary of
service.
The group approved a gift of $50 to help LWML reach its biennial
goal and $50 to Lutheran Family Service.
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THANK YOU - Missionary Georgia Witt would like to thank St.
John for the $300.00 she received in support of her mission
work.
ORGAN RECITAL - On Sunday, March
5, St. John will have the privilege to hear David Lim play a
program on our Dobson organ at 3 p.m. This is an opportunity for
the members of our congregation—and the community—to hear a
program of fine organ music. We are also supporting a young
musician as he prepares for a career in church music.
Lim is presently in his second year of graduate studies at the
University of Iowa pursuing a Master of Arts degree in organ performance studying under
Gregory Hand. He is the teaching assistant in the Department of Organ and currently
serves at the organist at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Iowa City and St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Riverside. In 2014 he was the winner of the Evanston, Illinois,
Immanuel Lutheran Church Organ Competition. Lim received his bachelor’s degree at
Gustavus Adolphus College where he majored in music and biology.
He serves as the chair for the North Central Region of the American Guild of Organists
Young Organists and has previously served the Sioux Trails and Twin Cities AGO
chapters in Minnesota.
OUR FAVORITE BIBLE VERSES - My favorite Bible verse is hanging
on the wall in my office. I had it made into a memorial for my dad. “’For
I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord. ‘Plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plan to give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah
29:11). This became my favorite verse during the long years of waiting
and wondering if we would ever have a child. God had plans for me to
become a mother, even though I did not realize I would have to wait
many long years before it would happen. I also did not know God’s plans when I saw my
dad struggling to button his shirt at 12:30 pm on June 15, 2012. I looked at dad and
questioned God, “How long is he going to have to suffer and struggle?’ I did not know
that God’s plans involved taking my dad from us a little over an hour later. We do not
always know God’s plans. Sometimes they don’t make sense. Often, we want something to happen sooner than God desires. Yet, in the end, God’s plans for our future
involve only the best for us: eternity in Heaven with Him.
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PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be alert
and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”
With that verse in mind, I hope to go through the directory
(alphabetically) and feature families in each newsletter that
everyone can pray for. Some items to include in your
prayers might be if they are sick, ask for healing and
patience; if they are active members, ask God to keep their
faith strong; if they have not been in church recently, ask
God to help them reestablish connections with their faith; if
they are near death, pray for God’s blessings and assurance of their faith. The next
members on our prayer list are the Ballou families: Jason, Erin, & Bryce; Marcus;
Bill, Denise, Amanda, & DeAnna (Grant).

BOOK NOOK - Would you appreciate a good book to
read?
Our church library has been completely
updated and has many wonderful books written by a
lot of different Christian authors. When you have an
opportunity to peruse the shelves containing various
devotions, historical, and biographical editions, please remember to
particularly note the many books written by Karen Kingsbury. She is
just one of the most prolific authors of Christian fiction, having written
more than sixty award winning novels, many of which are in our St.
John church library.
One of her most recent presentations is the Bailey Flanigan series.
Karen uses many real life stories, but making those stories feel like you
are definitely part of that family. There are four books in this series:
Leaving, Learning, Longing, and Loving. Karen writes for all ages but
this particular series is about a family with their only daughter and son,
her adopted sons, their friends, and the importance for them to know
that God is walking with them throughout their daily lives, especially
when temptation lurks. No matter our age, we can all relate to these
stories. Be sure you read these books in order so you will follow the
family through all four books. They’re great reading!
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LOOKING AHEAD - Ash Wednesday is on March 1st this year. We will have
one service at 7:00 pm that day. During the following Wednesdays in Lent,
we will have a service at 12:30 pm and another at 7:00 pm. Please mark
these times on your calendar!
EASTER LILY ORDERS will again be taken this year, but it’s still
too early to have all the information. Please keep watching
your bulletins and April newsletter for the information and order
form.
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS - If you have any undesignated Thrivent Choice Dollars
from 2016, you have until March 31, 2017 to designate them for an organization.
St. John has been the recipient of many of these funds over the years. If you would
like to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. John, or if you need to check your
eligibility for this program, please call 1-800-847-4836 and say, “Thrivent Choice.”
ENGAGING THE WANDERING WORKSHOP - Every congregation has
members who become less involved in worship and other congregational
activities over time. Reaching out to inactive members is an important part of
the mission work that the Lord calls and enables us to do. To help equip people
to reach out to inactive members of their churches, Peace Lutheran Church in
Wall Lake has partnered with Iowa District West in sponsoring an Engaging the
Wandering Workshop. Participants will see how much Jesus loves those who
have wandered from the flock and will learn caring ways to gently restore them
to the Body of Christ. This workshop will be held at the Wall Lake Community
Building (209 W. 2nd Street in Wall Lake, IA) on Sunday, March 19th from 1:30
p.m. until 5:30 p.m. with dinner served (registration begins at 1 p.m.). A bonus
session will take place from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. for those wishing to stay. The cost
is $10.00 per congregation, so send as many people as you can! If you are
interested in attending, please talk to Pastor Lesemann. In order to plan for the
evening, they would like all reservations to be made by Wednesday, March 15th.
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A QUOTE TO REMEMBER - One of our members sent me a quote by Pauline
Sorenson that was in the Storm Lake Times newspaper recently. Pauline was
101 when she passed away on Christmas Eve and she always kept a supply of
this quote to hand out to nieces, nephews, grandchildren, etc. The quote is, “I
would rather believe in Heaven all my life and find out after I die that there isn’t
one, than to not believe in Heaven all my life and find out there is one!”
WHY GO TO CHURCH? - Some of you may have seen this story before; still, it
teaches a good lesson.
A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of the newspaper and complained
that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. “I’ve gone for 30 years
now,” he wrote, “and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons.
But for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them. So, I think I’m
wasting my time and the pastor’s are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”
This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” column, much to
the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:
“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some
32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single
one of those meals. But, I do know this. They all nourished me and gave me the
strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I
would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for
nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!”
KNOCK, KNOCK. WHO’S THERE? - When Satan is knocking
at your door, simply say, “Jesus, could you get that for me?”
FAITH BASED MISSION TRIP - You are going on a trip, but you
don’t know your destination or what you will be doing on your trip.
That sounds like Abraham, doesn’t it! But, it’s not. This was the
format of a trip that Lori Lyons and the youth of St. Paul Lutheran in
Schaller embarked on. They left on Saturday, January 28th at 8:00 am
with no idea where they were going or what they would be doing that weekend. But,
God had it all planned out. You can read about their adventures on the bulletin board or
by going to www.idwlcms.org and clicking on The Messenger link. It was a neat trip!
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Seven Words
By: Celeste Cummins
Jesus' whole life was about restoring our relationship with God, fulfilling the prophesies of the
Old Testament, and bestowing forgiveness upon us so that by faith, we can one day enter Heaven.
Have you ever pondered how the seven phrases He uttered from the cross exemplify all of that?
Jesus' first words are perhaps some of the most important words, "Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). Jesus' whole mission in life was our forgiveness. Through
these words, He asks His Father to forgive not only those who were present at His crucifixion, but
also all those who were ever born or will ever be born, including us. Jesus' plea for forgiveness
does not stop at "mere" forgiveness. He also asks that we should be forgiven because we do not
realize what we are doing. In other words, even though we often do not realize the consequences
of our own actions, we are still accountable for them and need forgiveness for them.
When the two thieves who were being crucified with Jesus were "discussing" the situation, one
of them turned to Jesus and asked that He remember him. Jesus assured this man, "Today you will
be with Me in paradise" (Luke 23:43). Notice that first word: today. Upon our death, our
salvation is instant. We do not have to spend years in purgatory with the hope that our relatives
can pray us out. Our salvation is immediate!
In His moments of agony and pain, Jesus had the forethought to plan ahead for His mother's
care. He spoke to His mother and to John, the disciple whom He loved, and told them, "Woman,
behold your son! Behold, your mother!" (John 19:26-27). While this may surprise some, it
shouldn't. Through these words, Jesus is setting an example for all of us. Jesus loves His mother
and is planning for her care after He is no longer on earth.
The weight of the sins of the whole world caused Jesus to cry out, "My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?" (Mark 15:34). As Jesus suffered, He felt the wrath of God, the torment
of being totally forsaken and rejected by God. The suffering and pain that we deserve was put
upon Him.
The next words Jesus uttered were very simple, "I thirst" (John 19:28). All of Jesus' life was
lived to fulfill prophesies and certainly this phrase is no different (see Psalm 69:21). Yet, this
simple phrase also shows something else. Jesus remained true man even upon the cross. The pain
and feelings that He was enduring were the same as any human would feel upon being crucified.
Although He was also true God, He did not use those powers to ease the pain of His death.
The phrase, "It is finished" (John 19:30) indicates to all that Jesus' death had been accepted by
God the Father as the payment for our sins. The atoning sacrifice of Jesus' death upon the cross
had fulfilled all the Old Testament prophesies and laws. No more would people be bound by the
sacrificial laws and ordinances of the old covenant. A new covenant was now established.
Jesus' final words come almost full circle to the words of assurance He spoke to the thief beside
Him. "Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit" (Luke 23:46). These words serve as a final
reminder to us as we prepare to exit this world and join the Heavenly realm. As believers, we, too,
commit our spirit to God.
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Stop Being So Critical - Part 2
Part 1 of this series appeared in the February 2017 edition of the newsletter.
For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from deceitful speech” (1 Peter 3:10).
God dealt with Moses because of some of the mistakes he made. In fact, one
of them kept him from entering the Promised Land. Nevertheless, God wouldn’t
permit anybody else to criticize Moses - not even his sister Miriam. So what can
you learn from this?
1) We’re all capable of harboring a critical attitude. Miriam had great qualities.
She saved Moses’ life as a child, and she wrote a song of praise Israel used to
celebrate the crossing of the Red Sea. But, she paid a high price for her critical
attitude - leprosy.
2) When you’re resentful, you become critical. ‘Miriam...began to talk against
Moses because of his Cushite wife’ (Numbers 12:1). But was that the real issue?
No. “They said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not
spoken through us also?’” (v. 2). Moses’ wife was just a diversion; the real issue
was Moses’ success. Their beef was: ‘How come he gets all the attention?’
3) Anytime you succeed you’ll be criticized. The Bible says, ‘Moses was very
humble’ (v. 3), yet even he couldn’t escape the pain inflicted by self-appointed
critics. And you’re no different; as long as you’re alive somebody will find fault
with what you’re doing. Brush it off and keep going.
4) If you’ve been critical, you need to repent. When Aaron acknowledged, ‘We
have acted foolishly...we have sinned’ (v. 11), God showed mercy and healed
Miriam. Most of us would rather classify criticism as a weakness, but from God’s
perspective it’s a genuine, bona fide, registered sin. And there’s only one way to
deal with sin - repent and stop committing it.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, forgive me for the times I have been critical of others
and give me patience and love towards those who are critical of me. In Jesus’
Name, Amen.
Written by Tim Hetzner, President of Lutheran Church Charities, November 22, 2016
devotion@lutheranchurchcharties.org
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Reproaches – Part of the Good Friday liturgy, these responses between the Pastor and
congregation are drawn from Micah 6:3-4. Three times the question is asked, “What
have I done to you, O My People?” In response, the congregation replies with a plea
for God’s mercy.
Sacristy (SACK-riss-tee) – From the Latin sacristia, meaning “holy things.” The
sacristy is the room where the communion vessels and paraments are kept. The
vestments for the pastor and liturgical assistants may also be kept here or in a separate
room called the vestry.
Sanctuary – Refers to the area surrounding the altar, which is often enclosed by a
Communion rail, setting it off from the nave, where the congregation is seated. The
word comes from the Latin sanctuarium meaning “a holy place.”
Sign of the Cross – The sign of the cross is made by touching the fingers to the forehead, then to the heart, then to one shoulder, and finally to the other as a reminder of
one’s Baptism. It is appropriate to make the sign of the cross during the invocation,
absolution, conclusion of the creed, upon receiving Holy Communion, and at the
Benediction. As was true with bowing, those who make the sign of the cross are no
more Christian than those who do not.
Stanza – The proper designation given to the sections of a hymn. The term “verse” is
more properly used to designate divisions within a Scripture reading.
Stole – The scarf-like item that is worn over the shoulders of the Pastor. It is usually
the color of the church season and often bears symbols appropriate to that liturgical
season as well.
Suffrages (SUFF ruh jez) – Petitions of prayer to God (LSB, p. 282).
Surplice (SIR pliss) – A flowing, white vestment worn over a cassock. The cassock/
surplice combination is frequently worn during Matins and Vespers services. A
surplice is also commonly worn by acolytes and choir members.

15

St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO

March Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:
Greeters:

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

Lisa Goodman & Diane Krueger
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann
Acolytes:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Addy Hogrefe
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Austin Gaffney

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has yet to be sponsored.

Musicians are encouraged to share their
talents during our worship services
throughout the year. If you play an
instrument or would like to join the
choir, please contact our music director,
Suzanne Winterhof. The choir rehearses
each Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm.
New members are always welcome.

Altar Flowers
5th - In memory of Chad Falck
by Ron & Linda Falck
12th - In memory of Marv
Youngdahl by his family
19th - In memory of Elizabeth
Harjes & Helen Holmes
26th - In memory of Lowell &
Joy Peters by Doug & Sharen
Peters
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