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Lenten Service Theme:
The Voice of God

Ash Wed. (James) - Are You Sleeping?
Feb. 29 (Judas) - Are You at the End of
Your Rope?
March 7 (Peter) - You Did What?
March 14 (Pilate) - Are You Between a
Rock and a Hard Place?
March 21 (Barabbas) - Are you Free?
March 28 (The Thief on the Cross) Are you Forgiven?

Staff and Special Events
Pastor Lesemann
Council Minutes

This Lenten Season
- and Always May We Use Our…
Hands to pray for others
as Jesus prayed, “Father,
forgive them…”
(Luke 23:34)
Feet to serve others as
Jesus served those around
Him while He was on earth.
Heart to willingly follow
God’s will for us, just as
Jesus followed God’s will
for Him.
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Funeral, Ladies Aid, & Stewardship 6-7
Rejected & Easter Lily Order Form
8-9
10-11
News and Notes
12
Worship Assistants and Flowers

Daylight Savings Time
Begins
Sunday, March 11th

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

of each month

of each month

++++++
Lutheran Hour Ministries
KAYL 8:00 a.m.
Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

FAITHBUILDERS & ADULT BIBLE CLASSES – 10:15 A.M.
In the Fireside Room,
Led by V. Winterhof

FAITHBUILDERS - Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
3 year olds thru 8th Grade on 2nd Floor.

High School Bible Class on the 2nd Floor
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Be in the Word

In the Library, Led by
Pastor Lesemann

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Message from Pastor Lesemann
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28
-30

I guess if I had to summarize my life right now, I would say busy, busy and busy.
Not that it’s anyone else’s fault but my own that my life is that way. But the point I
want to make is that when you find yourself terribly busy, it is important not to skimp
on what is important.
For advice on what is important, we can go to our very own Martin Luther. It is
said that when he found himself too busy and was tempted to cut back on his hour in
prayer and devotion, he immediately stopped everything and took TWO hours. He
did this because he realized that the temptation to not spend that hour in devotional
time came from the devil himself! Satan was trying to take away from Luther the
very thing that would build him up for all the work he had to do!
The season of Lent also reminds us of what is truly important. It reminds us to
turn our hearts towards what is everlasting and not just what lasts in our short
earthly lives. It reminds us of how much God loves us and what He has done for us.
It reminds us of the suffering Jesus went through for us because of that love. It
reminds us of what He won for us, that our sins are forgiven through the atoning
work of Jesus.
So if you find yourself too busy for spending time with God, He in reality is what
you need! Just as our verse from Matthew advises us, we can go to Him for rest.
Believe in Him. Spend time with Him. In Him you will find rest for your soul!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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Parish Planning Council Meeting

February 19, 2012 A.D.

Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order at 11:15 A.M.
Pastor Lesemann’s devotion was “Someone for Everyone” (I Cor. 9).
Lay Ministers — Harlan Matasovsky
The board released Scott Swain.
Board of Education — Lori Dicks (in absentia)
There remains a desperate need for teachers in Faithbuilders, as two current
ones are retiring at the end of the year.
Board of Youth — Jerry Johnson
Banana Bunch Bible studies and activities are going well, and the youth are planning future ones and spring mission projects. The Boards of Education and Youth will
meet on 2/27 to plan Vacation Bible School and later with Grace Lutheran planners.
The Easter breakfast this year will be a congregational rather than a youth event and
will be sponsored by the Board of Parish Relations.
Co-Treasurers’ Report — Karen Fletcher
Good news: all bills have been paid, and there is $17,255 in undesignated
memorials in the capital improvement fund, said action having been approved by the St.
John voters at the January meeting. Ash Wednesday contributions will go to the friendship fund; all other Lenten donations will go to the capital improvement fund toward the
new furnace. The needed monies printed each weekend in the bulletin is overestimated, as $1000 each week goes to the capital improvement fund. Karen also
explained that the bill for gas each month is $2200.
The Thrivent dollars will remain in Thrivent until the July congregational meeting,
at which time the voters present may decide differently, another motion passed in January at the bi-annual meeting, or unless an emergency need arises and a special voters’
meeting is called to act.
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Board of Stewardship — Karen Fletcher
At each meeting this board will read and discuss a chapter from the Max Lucado
book Love Worth Giving.
Purchasing Agent — Bob Fletcher had nothing to report.
Board of Trustees
Henry Hardt reported for this board. The trustees have met with the Christian
heating company from Spencer, which will next week submit a bid for a furnace, and
they are considering several projects in the church basement — in the bathroom and
for additional shelving.






Pastor Lesemann reported
Three adults will be confirmed soon in a worship service.
No agreement was made at the recent meeting of the Sudanese members, so
they will meet again.
Pastor will be gone: to the summer convention in Okoboji June 24th - 26th.
to the LWML Convention June 28th through the 30th.
to Camp Okoboji acting as counselor through July 1.
in October or November on a mission trip to the Philippines.
on vacations from July 1st through July 15th, from Novem
ber 19th through 23rd, and from December 27th
through 31st. He will find Pastors to preach for him.
One of his goals for the next few weeks is to procure volunteers to pray daily for
St. John families we don’t see often.

Executive Director — Henry Hardt had nothing to report, so he adjourned the
meeting, and we closed by praying our Lord’s Prayer.
The next Parish Planning meeting will be Sunday, March 18, at 11:15 A.M.
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Funeral services for Joy Peters, age 86, were held on
February 7, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. Following the service a
buffet luncheon was served. Group 1 was in charge.
Sandwiches, salads, bars, and cakes were served. Those
furnishing and serving the food included Phyllis
Southwick, Lois Sahl, Lois Lytle, Joann Oatman, Pat Boisen,
Marvel Rosdail, and Donna Truelsen.
Additional cakes and bars were provided by Donna Bumann, Inez Eimers, Pom Cook, Kyle
Cejka, and Donna Truelsen.
Thank you to everyone.

Eighteen members of St. John Ladies’ Aid met Wednesday, February 1, 2012, at the Church
meeting room at 1:30 p.m. Lois Sahl was the hostess for the afternoon.
The topic was presented by Pastor Lesemann. He first showed a clip explaining the Bible
Sticks program which makes New Testaments available for servicemen. He then presented a
review of the book, “Heaven is for Real,” relating the narrative of the book and discussing some
of the more controversial statements of the book.
Marilyn Mittelstadt led the opening devotions. With Valentine’s Day approaching they were
appropriately based on “We love...because He first loved us.” Roll call was answered by reciting a Bible verse with the word “love.”
Human Care Chair Marge Manteufel related that a large pick up load had been delivered to
Orphan Grain Train the previous week. Helpers for Mission Sewing are needed.
St. John will be hosting the Zone LWML Spring Rally on April 23. A committee was appointed to work with the Mary and Martha committee to make initial plans.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by praying the Lord’s Prayer.
We invite women of the congregation to “get involved” in a group (either Ladies’ Aid or
Mary and Martha) which fosters the mission of the church and promotes
fellowship. The
next Ladies’ Aid meeting is March 7.
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER
You develop a budget to plan your monthly expenditures. The plan determines in advance
how much of your income you are comfortable allocating to each spending area. Your
income and spending allocations will be defined by your values and interest.
In developing a budget as a Christian, one of your first tasks will be to examine the priorities that God has directly revealed in His Word. Basically, there are four general budget
categories that are clearly mandated: giving, saving, living expenses, and debt repayment.
Giving: God's Word directs us to give Him our first and best. “On the first day of every
week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income” (I Corinthians 16:2). Giving demonstrates our gratitude for who God is and what He has done
for us.
Saving: To prepare for emergencies and to have resources so you can achieve your financial goals, saving is essential. In Proverbs 21:20 God share His wisdom regarding saving:
“In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all
he has.”
Living Expenses: If you have not previously developed a budget, you could be struggling
to discover a reasonable allocation for your lifestyle that you can afford. An important first
step is to distinguish between what you need versus what you want. Jesus said, “Watch
out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions”
(Luke 12:15). What you allocate for your living expenses should be established with the
money that is left over after giving and saving.
Debt Repayment: In Scripture, God warns you to be cautious about debt. God's Word
does not forbid you from borrowing money, but it does discourage it. “The rich rule over
the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender” (Proverbs 22:7). The Bible is clear as
to your responsibility to repay money that you borrow.
In order to avoid dependence on others and to set a good example, you should develop a
budget. If you include the four above parts within your budget, you will gain control of
your money.
From Your Stewardship Committee
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“Rejected”
by: Celeste Cummins

“He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows,
and familiar with suffering.” Isaiah 53:3
Jesus has been called the “suffering servant” because He endured what we should have gone
through instead. The picture Isaiah portrays of Him in chapter 53 is not a pleasant one, but it is a
truthful one. One that happened to Jesus because of what we have done as a result of sin in the
world.
“Jesus experienced failed love firsthand and died because of it. Now you’ll never
experience God’s rejection or the absence of God’s love. Our sufferings don’t
compare. So suck it in. This is one part of life. It may be unpleasant, but it’s not
going to kill you.” (Grace Notes – Devotions for Women By: Ruth N. Koch. “Thou
Shalt Not Whine” p.45, 2011. Hebrews three:13 Christian Gifts, 1-800-325-3040).
She is absolutely correct in saying the first part. Jesus did experience failed love - better
known as sin. The result of which was His death. Because of His sacrifice, we will never have
to fear God’s rejection or risk losing His love. “For I am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). This verse in Romans assures us that nothing can
separate us from God’s love. He will always love us!
However, suffering and failed love is part of life. They are a result of sin. Sin affects everyone. There is no way to escape it. “There is no one righteous, not even one,” “There is no one
who does good, not even one,” and “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:10, 12, & 23). Even when we try to do something good, even those actions are
dirty and tainted by sin: “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous
acts are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6 NIV).
I don’t agree with her when she says, “It may be unpleasant but, it’s not going to kill you.”
Failed love, suffering, rejection, sorrow, sin – all of those have killed many, many people! They
are the deaths which happened because of murder, suicide, abortion, school shootings across the
country, senseless acts of rage, and countless other reasons. Those are all a result of sin in its
various forms. They are unpleasant, yes, but ignoring them does not make them go away.
Sadly, there is no way to totally eradicate them because they are the result of sin, which we will
always have with us because we are poor, imperfect people. However, that does not mean we
should just stand idly by, lose hope, and give up. We should have faith.
As we look through the cross of Calvary and toward the resurrection of Easter, we see the
fulfillment of God’s plan for us: Jesus’ suffering was all for us so that one day we will join Him
in Heaven. For Paul writes in Romans 8:18, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”
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Your donation of Easter lilies for the Easter services will be very much appreciated. Your Easter lily will be
purchased and delivered to the church for a cost of $10.00 each or you may bring your own. If you decide to
supply your own, please have it wrapped in gold or purple paper, bring it to church by Maundy Thursday, and (if
you would like it returned to you) please write your name on the bottom of the pot. You may give them in
memory or in honor of someone, or in honor of a particular occasion. Please fill in the form below so the names
and occasions are accurately listed (please print).
INSTRUCTIONS…
Please return this form by Thurs., March 29, 2012 by one of several options
Mailing it to the church office or dropping it off in the secretary’s mailbox
Emailing it to stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Calling the church office with the necessary information (732-2400)
JESUS LIVES! THE VICTORY IS WON! ALLELUIA!
The Easter lilies are beautiful expressions of praise during our Festival Services of Celebration on Easter
Sunday.
ON THIS MOST HOLY DAY OF DAYS
BE LAUD AND JUBILEE AND PRAISE.
TO GOD YOUR HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE.
ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!
Easter lily given in memory of _________________________________________________________

(Name)
By _______________________________________________________________________________

(Name)
Easter lily given in honor of ___________________________________________________________

(Occasion or Name)
By _______________________________________________________________________________

(Name)
Easter lily may also be given in joyful celebration for Jesus’ triumphant resurrection from the dead by
__________________________________________________________________________________

(Simply state your name)
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LENTEN SERVICES - Our weekly Lenten Services will be at 12:30 pm and
7:00 pm on the following dates: February 29, March 7, 14, 21, and 28.
No Lenten Suppers will be served this year.
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP - Beginning Monday, March 5, 2012, the Sliefert,
Fratzke & Jensen, and Mahaney Funeral Homes, together with the BVRMC
Hospice will again be sponsoring a seven week grief support group for those
individuals, couples, or families that have experienced the loss of a loved one
or friend through death. The death may be recent or some time in the past. Grief has no specific
timetable. For more information or to register for the group, please contact Pastor Lesemann or call
the Sliefert Funeral (732-5010), the Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home (732-1911), the Mahaney Funeral
Home (288-4461), or Hospice (749-2741).

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST - “Leaving a Legacy” is the theme of the March 24th
IDW Men’s Ministry Breakfast at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1100 SE Sharon Dr,
Ankeny, IA from 8:30 am - 12:00 pm. The registration deadline is Monday, March
19th and registration materials are available online at www.idwlcms.org. The
$10 cost is payable at the door. A flyer with additional details is available on the
bulletin board.
LERT - Iowa District West has immediate need for Lutheran Early Response Team
(LERT) certified volunteers to respond after natural disasters by giving spiritual comfort
and emotional support while providing food, water, clean-up, debris removal, and helping with basic repairs. This is an opportunity to exercise your Christian faith and use
your God-given gifts and talents to help others in need. LERT training will be provided
on Saturday, March 10 at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 115 2nd St in Lakeview from
9:00 am—2:00 pm with registration beginning at 8:00 am. A light breakfast and lunch
will be served. Register on-line at www.idwlcms.org (under “upcoming events”) or by
contacting Jill Davis (515-576-7666) by Monday, March 5 to help with a count for meals.
However, late registrations and walk-ins are always welcome.
THANK YOU - St. John received three thank you’s from the Office of International Mission.
They are as follows: We thank God for you and your gift of $210.00 to support Joshua Lange,
$1,000.00 to support Joshua Lange, and $98.73 to support Rev. Carl and Chen-Hsi Hanson. We
also received a thank you from Lutheran Family Service of Iowa for a $125.00 gift.
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TOUR OF THE HOLY LAND — You are invited to join me, a native of Israel, born in
Nazareth to Journey to the Holy Land and Jordan for the spiritual experience of a
lifetime October 22-November 03...walk where Jesus walked...where every page of
the Bible comes alive...cruise the Sea of Galilee...climb the Mount of Olives and
view the Old City of Jerusalem...visit Tabgha, scene of the Miracle of the Loaves
and Fishes...the Mount of Beatitudes, site of the Sermon on the Mount and where
Jesus chose his Twelve Apostles...walk the Via Dolorosa to the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher...stroll in the Garden of Gethsemane...visit Bethlehem and the Church of
the Nativity.
What to expect: During this 13-day tour, you will experience the sounds, smells
and sights of two civilizations the old and the new. You will stand at the cross
roads of history and feel the vibrant influence of how this land shapes all other
lands.
We will do more than just visit sights. We will go off the beaten path and have
personal and daily devotions. The Bible will be our map and guide. Experience Israel, a place like no other. Please join me on this pilgrimage.
The price is $3980.00 and includes air fare from Minneapolis to Tel Aviv and
back to Minneapolis, hotel accommodations (for double occupancy), tips, entry
fees, and all meals.
HOPE YOU CAN JOIN ME. In Christ's love and in His Service, Rev. Nabil S. Nour
TAX SEASON - With tax season now upon us, did you ever notice what happens
when you put ‘the’ together with ‘IRS’?? It all becomes THEIRS 
KNOW YOUR CHURCH FAMILY
Carolyn Goecke grew up in Schaller. She graduated from Schaller High School and
was Confirmed and taught Sunday School at St. Paul in Schaller. Carolyn attended Ellsworth Jr.
College.
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR
SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.

402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
To God be all the Glory.

We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

March Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Betty Ploeger, Marleen Otto,
and Diane Krueger
Greeters:
Saturday
Dan Coleman
Sunday
Willis and Lorna Lussman
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann
Acolytes:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Marie Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Abigail Lesemann

Special Music
You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at St.
John.
The choir rehearses every
Wednesday during Lent at 7:45
pm. Please join
us!

The KAYL Broadcast for this month is
for the glory of God.

Altar Flowers
4th - Available date.
11th - In memory of parents by Betty
Ploeger.
18th - Available date.
25th - Available date.

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
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