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2018 

Vacation Bible School 

Join us at  
Grace Lutheran Church  

June 18th - 22nd  
9:00 am -11:45 am 

 

See you there! 
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  

KAYL 8:00 a.m. 

Every Sunday 

Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

       SECRETARY: 

     Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFF 

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof). 
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in 
the library at the same time.   

Faithbuilders does not meet 
during the summer months.   
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You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. Psalm 145:16 
As a kid I remember the last days of school and how they would go so agonizingly 

slowly. I would look out the window and daydream and think of the soon to be long      
summer vacation, playing with my friends and not having any homework. 

I knew those last days of the school year as a teacher as well. Then, too, I yearned for 
summer. I looked forward to the vacation time, to the people I would see over vacation, to 
the time I would spend on the farm and to the break from the everyday grind of the class-
room. 

As a student at the seminary, although I enjoyed it immensely, I looked forward to the 
day that I would graduate and serve the Lord as a pastor or missionary. Now as I serve our 
Lord as a pastor here at St. John I can’t imagine doing anything else…yet the yearning     
continues…what will I do when/if I retire? My mind seems to be always looking to the    
future - yearning for something and not quite satisfied. 

You may not know this, but I spend a lot of time thinking about people, praying for them 
and giving them and “re-giving” them to the Lord. Yet I am constantly having to do the 
same thing for myself as well. I struggle with my sinful flesh and wonder if I will ever be 
truly satisfied. 

If I had to answer that question on my own the answer would be a resounding NO. My 
sinful self may never know satisfaction. Yet as a reader of God’s Word I know that the    
answer will one day be YES! As a child of God I have His promise of true satisfaction in 
that my sins are forgiven and I will be fully satisfied when I finally get to heaven! 

Jesus told His listeners, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 

and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” (John 6:35) He was referring to the life that 
lasts forever when we will finally be with Him in heaven. 

Until that day we can take Paul’s advice about life from 2 Corinthians 4:17-18, For this 

light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all    

comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. 

For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.”  
Do you also struggle with being satisfied? Take heart! One day we will be truly satisfied 

in God’s eternal kingdom all because of Jesus and His willingness to live, die and rise again 
for us. Until then, may we cling to His promise and trust in His amazing grace. 
In His grace, 
Pastor Lesemann 



 

 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. JOHN LADIES’ AID MET ON May 2nd.  Marleen Otto was the hostess for the 
meeting.  Donna Truelsen opened the meeting with a devotion based on the theme, 
“Borne on Eagle’s Wings.”  The topic, presented by Pastor Lesemann, was a Bible 
study, “Matter of the Heart.”  Using Biblical references, he reminded us of how God 
provides for our needs.  How we respond and use God’s gifts is a matter of trust.   
 
Eleven members answered roll call by looking at their hands and telling what they 
saw.  Many saw hands like their mothers’, working hands, or hands that might be less 
than perfect, but able to serve. 
 
The ladies voted to give $1,000 to the St. John Home Fund to help meet the needs 
of the congregation.  It was also resolved to donate $50 to the Camp Okoboji Quilt 
Auction.   
 
There are four offerings at the District LWML Convention, and the ladies voted to 
give $25 to each offering: Lutheran Family Service, Lutheran Heritage Foundation, 
Hong Kong Mission Trip, and an honorarium for the Camp servers. 
 
The featured LWML Grant of the Month was $80,000 to Lutheran World Relief to 
help with shipping costs.   
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   YOUR HELP IS NEEDED - St. John Lutheran 
Church will have a food booth this year at Storm 
Lake’s Star    Spangled  Spectacular.  This provides 
visibility for our  congregation in the community and 
the net proceeds this year have been designated for 
the St. John Home Fund.  The Christian Fellowship 

Society has taken the responsibility to organize the booth; they will order the 
food and gather the supplies needed.   
 We need the assistance of congregation members to make the 
food booth a success!  A sign-up sheet will be posted in the narthex asking 
for donations of food items: cinnamon rolls, rice krispy bars, and caramel 
corn.  Please follow the instructions so that the items will be similar in quality 
and size.  The fun of the day is working together as we set up and take down 
the tent, grill the burgers, or serve in the tent.  From past experience, we 
know food quantities that we need and how many people we need to work.  
That is why it is important to sign up so we know that “the bases are cov-
ered.”   
 
A SPECIAL TIME FOR LADIES - A special Ladies’ Brunch will 

be held on Wednesday morning, June 13, at 9:30 am at the church.  

Please join your sisters in faith for fellowship, devotions, entertain-
ment, ...and food!   

 
MUSIC NOTES - There will be no choir rehearsals during 
the summer months.  The choir has worked ahead and 
prepared music for the summer months and will sing on 
the first Sunday of the month.  The group will have a brief 
rehearsal at 8:40 on the first Sunday of the month.  This 
gives many individuals or small groups an opportunity to 

share their God-given talents to glorify God in song.  If you would like to      
participate in this way, let Suzanne Winterhof know.   
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PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be alert and 

always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”  With that 

verse in mind, we are praying our way through the directory 

(alphabetically). Families will be      featured in each newsletter 

that everyone can pray for.  Some items to include in your 

prayers might be if they are sick, ask for healing and patience; 

if they are active members, ask God to keep their faith strong; 

if they have not been in church recently, ask God to help them 

reestablish connections with their faith; if they are near death, pray for God’s bless-

ings and     assurance of their faith.  The next members on our prayer list are Ryan 

(Sherry)   Mandernach, the Manteufel families: Cameron (Dallas), Dennis, (Krissie), 

Alexander, Kaitlyn, Jim, Marge, Randy, and Zackary, Holly (Jason) Martin, Chad & 

Caroline      Mason, Brenna Richter, the Matasovsky families: Harlan, Deb, Ryan, and 

Tim (McKenzie), Kathy Matthews, Jeff (Samantha) Maymon, Cora (Ed) McBride, Cindy 

& Jason McChesney, JoAnn Meyer, Jane Meyer, the Millard families: Darrell, Laurie, 

and Tyler, and the Miller families: Gordy (Bev, Dawson, & Aaron), Mark, Kristy, & 

Megan.  

 

LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT - “Treasured Grace” by Tracie   Peterson is the first in 
the Heart of the Frontier trilogy (we have all three 
books). It is set in the 1840’s on the frontier. “Grace Mar-
tindale has known more than her share of hardship.  After 
her parents died, raising her two younger sisters became 
her responsibility.  A hasty      marriage to a minister who 
is heading to the untamed West seemed like an opportu-
nity for a fresh start, but a cholera outbreak along the 

wagon trail has left Grace a widow in a very precarious position.”   
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“Change for Our Church” – We are still collecting 
spare change.  If you have any on the bottom of your 
purse or weighing down your pockets, please bring it to 
church and drop it in the clear plastic container on the 
table in the front entryway.  All “Change for Our Church”         
donations up to $1,000.00 that are collected in the    
container through Father’s Day, June 17, 2018 will be 
matched by an anonymous donor. But, why stop at 
$1,000.00? So far, we are only $228.76 away from our goal, but we can 
exceed our goal (the excess over $1,000.00 just won’t be matched). All 
money collected will go to the Home Fund.  Thank you to everyone who 
donates and to the anonymous donor who will match the contributions! 

 
PRESSURE’S ON: IT’S QUIZ TIME - How well do YOU know some of the 

commonly overlooked risks from high blood pressure? (Quiz by Concordia Plan 
Services).  Answers are on p. 10.   
1. This condition is characterized by snoring but is much more.  A person with 

this condition stops breathing for brief periods during sleep, sometimes         
between 5 to 30 times per hour.  

2. A condition that comes in two types.  One type is most common in obese       
individuals; symptoms of it include extreme thirst, unintended weight loss,    
frequent urination, blurred vision, or poor wound healing.   

3. Regular, heavy use of this not only increases the risk for heart disease and 
high blood pressure, but also certain cancers, high triglycerides, and obesity.   

4. This condition can cause high blood pressure but also high blood pressure 
causes this condition.  People afflicted with this often have very rigid eating 
guidelines and may need replacement therapy.    

5. This isn’t classified as a condition, but affects everyone.   
 
To keep your risk for high blood pressure and other health issues as low as    
possible, examine your lifestyle and ensure that you are living a healthy lifestyle 
with special attention to the uncommon risk factors above.  Seeing your primary 
care physician regularly also can help to highlight when blood pressure or any 
other condition is beginning to develop.  Early detection can prevent               
complications of many conditions.   
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ORGAN WORKSHOP - Many pianists are prepared to play the organ, but are in need of a 
few hints and advice on how to navigate the King of Instruments: the Pipe Organ.  This workshop is 
designed for these pianists in a way that questions and concerns can be addressed in an informal   
setting along with “hands-on” opportunities.  Participants are encouraged to have one hymn          
prepared to play on the piano so that it can then be played on the organ. Here are some of the topics 
that may be included.   
  

June 12, 2018 
Session 1:  Organ Basics 
            a. Organ Registration Exploration 
            b. Pedaling Possibilities 
            c. Going FAR with Fingering, Articulation, and Release 
            d. Hymns are music too 
 

June 19, 2018 
Session 2:  Surviving the Service 
            e.  Liturgy Synergy 
            f.  POP-ping ideas for Preludes, Offertories and Postludes 
            g.  Pulling Out All the Stops 
  

The Organ Workshop will be held at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 300 E Bow 
Drive, Cherokee, IA.  The sessions will be from 4:00 PM until 6:00 PM.  The total cost for the two 
sessions will be $50.  If interested in participating in the Organ Workshop, please contact Brenda at 
Bethlehem Lutheran (712-225-4969) or Connie Mohn (712-225-5893). 
  

The workshop will be led by Jeanette Hinkeldey, a classically trained pianist and organist, who    
performs throughout Iowa as an organist and pianist.  She is also an accompanist for the Fort Dodge 
Choral Society, for various musical theater productions and for vocal and instrumental soloists.  A 
highlight of her career was performing on the organs in Paris at the world-renowned Notre-Dame 
Cathedral as well as The American Cathedral (The Cathedral Church of the Holy Trinity). Currently, 
Jeanette accompanies the Storm Lake High School and Middle School Choirs and is the Director of 
Music at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Aurelia.  She also maintains a private piano and organ studio 
and is involved in the Iowa Music Teachers Association as the Theory Chair and in the Iowa 
Federation of Music Teachers as the Recording Secretary.   
  

Jeanette received her Master's degree in Organ Performance and Church Music at Drake Univer-
sity and her Bachelor of Music Education degree from The University of South Dakota. Throughout 
her years of study, she worked with Dr. Carl Staplin, Dr. Larry Scully, Dr. Jeannine Jordan, and Dr. 
Robert Delcamp.  
 

Along with her husband, Mark, she resides on the Hinkeldey Family Farm south of Alta.  They have 
two grown children-Renae and Marcus-who are also involved in the agricultural business. When not 
in the music scene, Jeanette enjoys traveling and reading novels. 
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Retirement Information from Karen Fletcher: 
 

Early this year I informed our president, Henry Hardt that I would like to retire from my 
volunteer Treasurer position.  I would like to share a few items with you before a decision 
is made by the church boards and voters for my replacement. 
 

I had previously served a term of 2 years as your treasurer after Kenneth Pagel (then    
current treasurer & computer guru) moved from Storm Lake.  The early DOS computer 
system was complicated, I worked full time and my family was still young and active.  I 
therefore had knowledge of what was needed and required when I volunteered in 2009.  
At that time, accountant Shane Rosene had been your paid treasurer for several years.  He 
installed the 2010 edition of Quick Books on a church computer. We now use Quick 
Books online software which can be accessed online from any computer.  The records are 
still available from 2010 online. 
 

Last summer, our secretary Celeste Cummins indicated she would like to learn Quick 
Books so I began working with her on her computer to learn the program and be able to 
print the checks I had programmed into the computer.  This was the start of her learning to 
do the weekly deposits and bill payments.  We have touched on monthly balancing and 
continue her learning experience of balancing, reports, etc. 
 

I currently hold the position of treasurer; Diane Overmohle and Ladene Ponsor are also 
able to sign checks in my absence.  Celeste is only volunteering during her working hours 
to learn the program and help me with managing the program.  I still do all balancing of 
accounts, check books, withholding reports, and payment of taxes and retirement          
accounts. 
 

Early this spring, I could see the HOME fund being depleted where we would not be able 
to meet obligations with current offerings.  I alerted Henry about the situation.  He        
immediately worked to research the situation and see what the resolution to this problem 
could be.  We also immediately borrowed funds (with deadlines for repayment) from the 
Capital Improvement Fund to pay existing bills.  He made a request that more offerings be 
made to the HOME fund so we could meet our regular budget obligations.  Groups and 
members quickly responded with generous offerings allowing us to pay back the           
borrowed funds and have enough to get the current bills paid.   He has kept you informed 
with detailed reports of what is needed each week.  Please refer to previous bulletins or 
even call Henry with any questions you may have. 
 

Karen’s letter continues on the next page... 
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Retirement Information from Karen Fletcher...continued from the previous page... 
 

At this time no one has volunteered for the treasurer’s position.  It is a position that does   
require a good deal of time for a volunteer.  I would recommend some kind of compensation 
for these services and also recommend that a treasurer be a member of St. John who has 
knowledge of activity in the church such as special & door offerings, memorials, etc. to keep 
funds allocated correctly, and is also available to handle the needs of board members in a 
sufficient time frame rather than a monthly accountant. 
 

I want to assure you that all St. John’s offerings are being allocated and held according to our 
member’s wishes.  Our savings accounts for special needs such as Capital Improvement are 
still in a bank savings account separate from HOME fund offerings which pay bills. 
 

I thank all the members for their dedication as faithful supporters of St. John as we move   
forward with prayer and wisdom. 
In His Service, 
Karen Fletcher 
 

 ���  ���  ���  ���  
 

 
PRESSURE’S ON: IT’S QUIZ TIME —- ANSWERS 

1. Sleep apnea - Risks for high blood pressure, stroke, or heart failure are            
increased with sleep apnea.  In most cases, sleep apnea is classified as obstruc-
tive sleep apnea, a form in which the weight of the chest and neck causes a 
blockage of air flow.   

2. Diabetes - Diabetes increases one’s risk for heart disease, most notably high 
blood pressure and heart disease.  About 80% of people with Type II diabetes 
have high blood pressure.   

3. Alcohol - Even as little as three drinks in one sitting increases a person’s blood 
pressure temporarily.  It’s important to follow guidelines for healthy alcohol use if 
you choose to include it in your lifestyle; men should limit themselves to 2 drinks 
per day and just one for women.   

4. Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) - People affected with chronic kidney disease 
(CKD) have increased risk of developing high blood pressure if it’s not the factor 
that lead to CKD in the first place.  Someone with CKD may have to participate in 
a replacement therapy called dialysis and could have many strict dietary 
guidelines involving fluid intake, protein, sodium, potassium, and phosphorous.   

5. Age - As someone ages, their blood vessels lose their elasticity, making it more 
likely they will develop blood pressure issues.   
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VBS will be held at Grace Lutheran Church this 
summer on June 18th - 22nd from 9:00 am - 
11:45 am each day.  For more information or to 
volunteer, please contact Pastor Ketcham at 
Grace (732-5005).  Registration forms may be 
dropped off at either church office.  One form 
per child please.   
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Persistence 
By: Celeste Cummins 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 
 

    Life gets busy.  Work.  School.  Kids. Spouse. Golf practice.  Band lessons.  Meals.  
Shopping.  Our lives are so busy, we often do not have time to finish all the tasks that 
we are faced with each day.  Things get pushed to the next day – or even the next week.  
Or they are forgotten entirely.  Often, one of the first areas to get tossed aside is our 
time with God.  Who has time to pray?  (Often, I barely have time to think)!  Who has 
time to wait for an answer from God?  (I’ll just figure out the issue myself).  Who has 
time for daily devotions?  (Not me! I barely have time to get ready for the next event 
I’m hurrying off to). 
    My daughter, Sarah, taught me that sometimes, it takes time and patience before you 
see results from your efforts.  You have to be persistent and not give up.  For the past 
two months, she has been trying to contact her former step-mom, Julieta.  Sarah per-
sisted in texting Julieta on her own phone, but when she did not get an answer that way, 
Sarah started texting Julieta on my phone and her dad’s phone.  Text after text was 
sent, but Julieta never responded.  Instead of getting discouraged at the lack of an an-
swer, Sarah never gave up.  Tonight, Sarah dialed Julieta’s phone number – and got an 
answer!  Sarah was so surprised that she gave the phone to me.  I talked to Julieta for a 
bit, while the whole time Sarah was bouncing up and down beside me and smiling ea-
ger to talk to Julieta herself. 
    Do we act the same way with God?  Do we persistently reach out to Him day after 
day through various means when we have something on our minds?  Do we seek Him 
out through His Word and daily devotions?  We may pray once for an answer from 
Him, but when He is silent (or it seems like He’s not answering), do we give up? 
    Psalm 5:3 tells us, “In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay 
my requests before you and wait expectantly.”  That verse tells us we may need to wait.  
Just like Julieta, God may not answer us right away.  Just like Sarah, we need to be per-
sistent!  The Bible also tells us, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9).  Whatever is 
on our mind, even if it takes a while to solve, we should not become weary in contact-
ing God about the issue.  Never give up on God.  He will not give up on you! 
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If  you like to learn about mission work in other countries, jump in your 
car and head to Mission Central on Saturday, June 2nd.  Four           
missionaries will be there to give presentations on their work in Africa.   
Rev. Jon Clausing and family from Kenya, East Africa will give a         

presentation at 1:00 pm.   
Rev. Ryan McDermott and family from West Africa will also present    

information on their mission work at 1:00 pm.  
Rev. Steve and Cindy Schumacher will give a presentation at 1:45 

pm about their work in Ghana.   
Matt Wasmund, another missionary to Ghana, will speak about his 

work at 1:45 pm. 
 
There are not any other missionaries scheduled for the rest of  June at      
Mission Central, however July will feature four more missionaries who 
are on home service and will give presentations at Mission Central.   
Krista Young and her family are serving as missionaries in East    

Africa. Come hear their presentation on Wednesday, July 11th at 
1:00 pm. 

Rev. Mark Rabe and family from Ethiopia will be at Mission Central 
on Saturday, July 21st at 1:00 pm.   

Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson and family from St. Petersburg, Russia 
will also give their presentation on Saturday, July 21st at 1:00 pm.   

Dr. Hans Trinklein and family will be at Mission Central on        
Saturday, July 21st at 1:30 pm.  They are missionaries in Korea. 
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How to Improve Your Relationships 
 

“Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue  
but with actions and in truth” (1 John 3:18) 

 

Here are five scriptural ways to improve the quality of your relationships: 
 
1) Always show appreciation. Who are the people that really matter in your 

life? Let them know you love them, and do it often.  Practice the ten-to-one 
rule: tem compliments to every one criticism.  Many of us think the best way 
to help people is to “straighten them out.”  No, the best way to help others is 
to look for the best in them.  Dr. John Maxwell calls this “the 101 Percent   
Principle.”  Look for one thing you admire in somebody, then give them 100 
percent encouragement for it.  That’ll help you to like them and vice versa. 

 
2) Put others first.  “Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not 

men” (Ephesians 6:7).  If you adopt that mindset in your dealings with others, 
you will go far in life. 

 
3) Serve others gladly. Talking about how difficult it is to hire and train people, 

an airline executive said, “Service is the only thing we have to sell, but it’s the 
toughest thing to teach because nobody wants to be thought of as a servant.” 

 
4) Forgive it, resolve it, and move beyond it.  If someone has hurt you and 

you need to address it, do it immediately.  Then forgive it, resolve it, and 
move beyond it.  And if it’s not worth bringing up again, forget it and move on.   

 
5) Make time for the people who matter.  Don’t give away your time on a first-

come-first-served basis.  Don’t devote so much energy to “the squeaky 
wheel” that you short-change the people in your life who matter most.   

 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me improve my relationships with the people that 
matter in my life.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.   
 
Written by Tim Hetzner, President LCC Charities, November 1, 2017              
http://devotions.lccharities.org 
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June Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:   Laura Bumann & Jerene Neir 
 
Greeters: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

         
  Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

         
Bell Ringers:    Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  
           
  Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

   Dave Stille  
        

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  
has been sponsored by Doug & Sharen Peters. 

 WE WELCOME YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  
       Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m. 
        Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.  
              

              402 Lake Ave  
   Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 
      Phone: 712-732-2400 
   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 
       Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org 
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake 

  

Altar Flowers 

3rd - Randy & Joy Schuler 
 
10th - Vee Tutt’s Birthday (today)
and Bill & Vee’s 59th Anniversary 
(on June 21) by Harold & Jan 
Redenbaugh 
 
17th - Gene Mandernach’s     
Birthday 
 
24th - Dad, Grampa, “Great” -   
Vincent Benna from his family 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Musicians are encouraged to share 
their talents during our worship   
services throughout the year.  If you 
play an instrument or would like to 
join the choir, please contact our 
music director,  Suzanne Winterhof.  
New members are always welcome. 

St. John is a member of 
the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod (LCMS) 


