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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
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Rev. Bruce Lesemann
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Renae Norwood
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Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Summer Sunday School will
be held at Grace. It begins June
12th at 10:15 am.
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof). Pastor Lesemann’s
Bible Study is taking a break
while he fills the Newell vacancy.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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“You are the salt of the earth…You are the light of the world.” Matthew 5:13, 14
I am hoping you can help me. I have been trying to answer a question from practically day
one of coming to Storm Lake to serve as your pastor. The question is, “What good can we DO
around here?”
I should preface that question with the following: When you think about our town of Storm
Lake, what comes to mind? Is it simply a place where you live and a town that happens to
have your church in it? When you are here in this town, what do you see? No doubt you see a
changing community, changing in ways that you would have never imagined 30 years ago.
Yet I propose that in one way it has not changed: It is a community that still needs Jesus.
So again, “What good can we DO around here?” How can we, first as believers in Christ
and second as members of St. John, be an instrument of God in our town of Storm Lake?
How can we share His love and the joy of our salvation with others in our community? The
ideas for the “good we can do” could be ways we could work as a group OR the “good we
do” could be things we could do individually. Either way, if you have any suggestions I
would love to hear them!
If you can’t think of any, I do have one suggestion. One “good you can do” will mean
climbing out on a limb and doing something that may make you a bit uncomfortable: When
you have a conversation with someone and you hear that they are struggling with something,
offer them this simple yet effective suggestion. Say to them, “How can I/we help you in
prayer?” or "How can I/we pray for you?" That doesn’t necessarily mean that you will pray
for them “right then and there” but the act of committing yourself to pray for them each and
every day to bring their struggling to our loving heavenly Father will mean a lot to a lot of
people.
I believe praying for someone is the best thing you can do for them. You see, God wants to
work in people’s lives. He wants us to be the salt and the light of the world. He wants to work
through us to share His love and the saving work of His Son. And He wants to answer the
prayers you offer on behalf of others.
Sometimes He answers those prayers by asking US to do something for someone. I look
forward to your suggestions of what we can do to be salt and light here in Storm Lake! And I
also look forward to hearing those stories of how you are praying for those you meet.
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce Lesemann

3

St. John Lutheran Church
Parish Planning Council Meeting Minutes
May 24, 2016
On May 24, 2016 a “virtual meeting” of the Parish Planning Council was held.
Following are the reports submitted.
Board of Trustees:
1. A new copier/printer for the church office is being considered because parts for
the existing copier/printer are becoming unavailable. The Board hopes to
purchase (or lease) a new machine in January 2017.
2. Reshingling the church roof has become a priority. The Board is still evaluating the options.
3. LED Lighting Crew made an offer to change all lights at St. John to LED
lights. The Board rejected the offer.
4. 36 new furnace filters for the boiler in the basement were donated to St. John.
Thank you to the donor!
5. This summer the Board will replace the following sidewalks at the church:
A. Sidewalk from the parking lot to the west door on the Educational Building
B. In front of the church, next to the cross, a small section of the sidewalk will
be replaced
6. The roof leak experienced last fall on the north side of the Sanctuary has not
been an issue this spring. The Board will continue to monitor.
7. A new kitchen faucet was installed on the north sink in the kitchen.
8. The Board is re-writing the St. John Facility Use and Fees policy to restrict use
of St. John to uses consistent with LCMS doctrine.
9. The Board discussed putting locks on the inside of all bathroom doors to
further protect occupants.
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Parish Relations:
Parish Relations reorganized in February. The following are the current officers:
Treasurer/Temporary Director – Marilyn Mittelstadt
Secretary – Diane Krueger
Coffee Hour/Second Treasurer – Lois Lytle
Member – Marleen Otto
Member – Lori Dicks
Member – Terra Sievers
Publicity – Celeste Cummins
(More members are encouraged to join!)
1. The Board began serving Birthday Cake the first Sunday of each month during
Coffee Hour.
2. On other Sundays, people will be asked to continue donating items for Coffee Hour.
3. Hosted a Lenten meal in March.
4. On May 29, 2016, graduates of local high schools will be honored with a reception
during Coffee Hour.
Treasurer’s Report:
(All figures as of April 30, 2016)
Checking Account Balance
Savings Account
Year-to-Date Income
Year-to-Date Expenses

$11,519.88
$70,390.82
$77,417.04
$82,881.03

Note: For more details, please find the full Treasurer’s Report posted on the bulletin
board.
Pastor’s Report:
Since January we had the following members transfer to St. John:
Kenneth and Becky Rassler from Bethel Lutheran, of Sutherland
Joel and Alice Grundmeier from Grace, Storm Lake
Kyle Doonan from St. Peter, Newell
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We had the following request a transfer out:
Brett Ripke to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Hartley, IA
Ann Magnussen
The following were removed from membership:
Tessa Doerksen
Dennekew Chebelo
Amanda Collins
William Jordan III
Susan Mack
Lucas Phillips
Nicholas Phillips
Ho Wang
We had one funeral:
Mary Alice (“Toodie”) Hansen
News Concerning the St. Peter, Newell Vacancy
There are two plans in the works to help fill St. Peter, Newell’s Pastoral needs. Presently
we are in a “wait and see” situation with “plan A” and St. Peter, Newell concerning the
vacancy. President Steve Turner has talked with the members of Zion Lutheran of the
possibility of sharing their “soon to be Pastor” Lucas Booher with St. Peter, Newell. This
is something that Pastor Booher knows about already having been informed of the
possibility along with the Call documents. Hopefully sometime this summer a decision
will be made whether or not Zion will go together with St. Peter, Newell.
If that does not work out, “plan B” is that a trained LCMS Deacon would start working
with St. Peter, Newell soon after we hear that “plan A” has been rejected. Then I would
serve as a mentor to help train this deacon as he continues his training through the SMP
program out of the St. Louis Seminary.
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Executive Director’s Report:
1. Nominations and expressions of interest for the various church offices are being
solicited for the 2017-2018 term. Please contact Henry Hardt at 732-7998 if you are
interested.
2. The mid-year Voters’ Meeting will be held in late August or early September to elect
officers and select the health plan for 2017.
3. Things are going well at St. John! Thank you for all your help, support, and encouragement!
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The Ladies’ Aid met on Wednesday, May 4, for its regular meeting. Jan Magnussen served
as the hostess. Guest Celeste Cummins presented the devotion that she had written called
“Extra Pieces. The devotion, which is published on the LWML website, talked about how
we are not useless “extra” pieces, but how God has a plan and a purpose for all of us.
The topic was presented by Pastor Lesemann who contrasted basic Mormon beliefs with our
Christian teachings. Even though Mormonism claims to be a Christian religion, many of
the beliefs contradict Christianity.
Roll call was answered by naming someone who has contributed to your Christian
growth. Parents, especially mothers, topped the list.
Election of officers was held. The nominating committee submitted the current officers to
serve another term, and the resolution was adopted by motion.
Donna Truelsen delivered the Lutheran World Relief boxes to Sac City on May 2. The
group learned there would be a fourth special offering at the District convention for mites in
honor of the 70th anniversary of the LWML organization in Iowa West, and the group
approved a $25 gift toward that.
Information on the Global Seminary Initiative grant of the national organization was
read. We learned that this grant provides funds for church leaders in other countries can
come to seminaries in the U.S. for further training.
The District LWML Convention will be held June 23-25 at Camp Okoboji. Jan Magnussen
will serve as the Ladies’ Aid delegate, and Donna Truelsen is the alternate. The Sac City
and Storm Lake Zones are this year’s hosts. Ladies’ Aid member Suzanne Winterhof is
also working on the committee. If you would be in the Lakes area on Thursday evening,
you are welcome to attend the opening service at Immanuel, Spirit Lake, at 7:00 p.m.
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THANK YOU - A huge thank you to all of you who purchased cookie
and soup mixes in jars from the youth. Thank you also to all of
you who helped with making and marketing them, and for the
donations of fabric that were given. You all helped make our
project a big success! Thanks to your generosity and a Thrivent
Action Grant, we made over $500. This will help send our youth to the national youth
gathering this summer and will also help support mission projects. Thank you!
MUSIC NOTES - “Thank You” to those members who regularly give of their
time in rehearsal and Sunday morning service to form a choir to lead the worship
service. We are indeed fortunate to have many talented people who render this
service as many church choirs have “folded.” During the summer months the choir
has one rehearsal on the Wednesday before the first Sunday of the month….This
summer it will be June 29 and August 3. We invite members of the congregation to
share their talents, especially on the 3rd and 4th weekends of the month. It can be
either a vocal or instrumental number. You may leave a message at the office or talk
to Suzanne Winterhof.
NEW LIBRARY BOOKS - Progress in the library is moving
along. Quite a few new books have recently been catalogued and can
be checked out. These can be found standing upright on the shelves
with the front covers facing outward. If you would like to read any
of them and submit a “book report,” I’d be happy to put it in the
newsletter.
THE 2017 LCMS LIFE CONFERENCE will be held January 27th - 29th,
2017 in Washington, D.C. Registration is now open at the Westin Arlington Gate
Hotel in Arlington, VA. The conference theme is “Life 360°.” Highlights include
marching at the National March for Life in our nation’s capital; listening to
presentations and speakers, and attending daily worship and devotions. Before
December 1, 2016, the registration fee is $275 per adult and $175 per youth. The
registration deadline is January 1, 2017. Join the LCMS Life Ministry and boldly
proclaim that life is sacred from the very beginning until the natural end.
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LUTHERAN NIGHT will be held at Werner Park in
Omaha on June 6th. Come watch Nashville take on the
Omaha Storm Chasers at 7:05 pm. Tickets for group infield
box seats are $10.00; group outfield box seat tickets are
$6.00. To receive this special pricing, tickets must be
reserved by June 1st by calling Ryan (402) 738-5126. A
flyer with more details is on the bulletin board.
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CAMP OBOBOJI? Below you will find key
dates and events that will be happening at Camp Okoboji in June and
July. If you would like more details about any of these events, you
may contact the Camp by calling (712) 337-3325 or emailing
camp@campokoboji.org.
 June 3 - 5 Kids Kamp (Grades K-2)
 June 9 - 12 JOY Camp 1 (Special Needs)
 June 12 - 15 Adventure Camp (Grades 7-12)
 June 12 - 18 Girls’ Sports Camp (Grades 4-8)
 June 18 Quilt Auction and Craft Sale
 June 19 - 21 All Church Workers Conference
 June 23 - 25 LWML Convention
 June 25 Paul’s Bike-A-Thon Challenge
 June 26 - July 2 Minne-Boji (Grades 4-9)
 July 3-9 July 4th Family Retreat
 July 10-16 Jr. High Week (Grades 6-8)
 July 14-17 JOY Camp 2 (Special Needs)
 July 17-23 Concordia Cub Week (Grades 3-6)
 July 24-30 High School Youth Week (Grades 8-12)
 July 31-August 6 Family Retreat 1 Week

LOOK AT WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE IOWA DISTRICT WEST!
 June 5...Joy in Ministry Banquet, Denison
 June 22...Lutheran Day at Adventureland
 June 23-25...District LWML Convention, Camp Okoboji
 July 4...Independence Day, District Office Closed
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES - You are invited to be a part of four exciting mission
opportunities that will be taking place in 2016. July 10th - 17th you can assist Emmanuel
Lutheran Church in Elk River, MN to reach out to their community with the love of Jesus
by repairing homes (no experience necessary). From August 5th - 7th, you can serve
others in the Omaha, NE area by visiting a women’s shelter, serving meals to the homeless, and volunteering at the Open Door Mission and Heartland Hope Mission.
September 30th - October 2nd will keep you close to home as you help prepare Camp
Okoboji in Milford, IA for the winter season by helping clean up wood, mend items, and
doing general work around the camp. During the Iowa winter, you’ll be ready to head for
a break in sunny California, so put on your shorts and head to Pasadena, CA from
December 29th - January 5th and get ready to work on the float for the Rose Bowl
Parade. If any of these sound like fun to you, please contact Ellie Menz (515-370-1159)
or log onto www.idwlcms.org and click the Ioway link at the bottom of the page for more
information.

THE MANY WAYS LFS SUPPORTS MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY
LFS cares about marriage and we know you do, too. We are excited to partner with
pastors and congregations in Iowa District West to build healthy marriages among those
in our congregations and communities and are actively working to accomplish this in
multiple ways.
 Marital First Responders is a workshop designed to help people help others whose mar-







riages are in the early stages of trouble. Most people who are having trouble in their marriage
don’t go to a professional such as their pastor or a marriage therapist. They go to a friend, coworker or family member whom they trust. Research shows that friends and family members
want to be helpful but don’t know what to do or say. This workshop teaches practical tools
they can use to be more effective and feel more confident as they support a friend, co-worker
or family member during a difficult time in their marriage.
LFS staff lead Couples Retreats to strengthen marriage relationships. We teach young people
healthy relationship skills and how to choose a healthy partner through Dating in the Right
Direction retreats as part of the Whose UR series which supports teens to live as Christians in
today’s challenging culture.
Couple Checkup is an online marriage health assessment inventory provided to any newly
married couple on their first anniversary at no cost to them, in consultation with an LFS
counselor.
Helping Marriages Work.com is a special LFS website that reaches couples who search
online for help with their troubled marriage, providing hope, encouragement and resources to
those considering divorce.
LFS provides marriage counseling for any couple whose relationship is struggling.
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Walking the Dog
By: Celeste Cummins
My sister, Colette, loves dogs! When they were stationed in Scotland, she got a
little cocker spaniel that she named Beanie. Colette has two human children, but
even they would tell you Beanie was her favorite child. Like any dog lover, she
would take Beanie on walks – always securely tethered to his leash so he would
not escape. When they lived in Alaska, Colette was always afraid that one of the
huge eagles would swoop down and scoop up Beanie (the eagles there are so
large they are known to do that with little children and small pets). Even though
Beanie was a small dog, when he would get excited, he had strength, so you’d
have to hold onto that leash very tightly so he would not get away.
Beanie became an old dog and died several years ago, but
when I think of Beanie, I am reminded of my relationship with my
children (I’m not going off the deep end here, so bear with me).
Often as parents, we want to protect our kids and hold that “leash”
tightly and securely, just like Colette did with Beanie. We love our
kids and do not want them to get into trouble or stray too far from
us, so we protect them, hold tight, and do not want to let them go.
We are scared they might get away from us. Yet, sometimes, we
have to trust them and let go a little bit. We need to loosen our
grip on that “leash.”
When pet owners loosen their grip on their leash, often dogs escape and get
away from their owners. The owners are terrified they will never see their pet
again, but I’ve heard that dogs will often find their way back home from a great
distance. When you look at the story of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), we get
the idea that the same thing is true of humans; the lost will find their way home, so
we shouldn’t fear.
The Bible tells us, "Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old,
he will not depart from it" (Proverbs 22:6 KJV). We have to teach our children
which path to follow, the let go of the "leash," and trust God that He will keep them
on that path.
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Now that we have made it through the parts of the liturgy and the observances in the
church year, let’s learn about some of the terms that we use in church.
 Baptismal Garment - Going back to an ancient practice, the newly Baptized were
clothed in a white garment. A similar tradition that is still used in some families is
the use of a christening gown (or Baptismal garment) that has been handed down
from generation to generation. The current Baptism service provides the option of
laying a white cloth on the newly Baptized, symbolizing the righteousness and
purity of Christ with which they now have been clothed (Galatians 3:27).
 Bowing - Bowing is often done when approaching the altar and is seen as a sign of
reverence. As with all customs and traditions that are neither commanded or
forbidden (called adiaphora), bowing (or not bowing) is not an example of
someone’s piety or faith.
 Cassock - A full length, black garment that the Pastor wears under other
vestments.
 Catechumen - A “learner,” one who is being instructed in the Christian faith. In the
early church, catechumen’s endured rigorous instruction to prepare for Baptism.
The word comes from the Greek and means “to echo” or “sound in the ear,” since
Catechumens were traditionally taught through question and answer, with the
answer echoing back what was first taught. A Catechism is a book of instruction,
generally in the form of questions and answers.
 Catholic - This word can be spelled with either a small c or a capital C. However,
the definitions of which should not be confused. When it is spelled with a small c
(catholic), it refers to the entire Christian church. The ancient creeds used this
meaning of the word (see the Apostles’ Creed, LSB p. 159). When the word is
capitalized (Catholic), it refers to the church body that is down the road (ie: St.
Mary’s Catholic Church). In order to avoid confusion, that church body is generally
referred to as the Roman Catholic Church.
 Celebrant - The Pastor who is officiating during the Communion service.
 Chalice - The Chalice is the cup that is used to distribute the body of Christ during
Holy Communion. The word comes from a Middle English word from the Latin word
calix, which means “cup.”
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO

June Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.

Donna Truelsen

Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Stille
Acolytes:

402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web:
www.stjohnstormlake.org

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Emanuiel Gach
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Summer Wendt

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has been sponsored by LaVon Richardson.

Musicians are encouraged to share their
talents during our worship services
throughout the year. If you play an
instrument or would like to join the
choir, please contact our music director,
Suzanne Winterhof.
In June, our choir will rehearse Wednesday evening June 29th at 7:30 pm. New
members are always welcome.

Altar Flowers
5th - In memory of Parents - Ron & Linda Falck
12th - In honor of Dave and Jan Magnussen’s
45th Wedding Anniversary
19th - Vee & Bill Tutt’s Anniversary by Harold &
Jan Redenbaugh
26th - Dad, Grampa, Great (Vincent Benna from
his family)
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