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Join us on the 4th of July
at the Star Spangled Spectacular!
Our food booth is
in the park near the bandshell.
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES

Faithbuilders - Stay safe
and come back in the fall!
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the
emperor. 1 PETER 2:17
Billy Graham stood on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial the morning of July 4, 1970,
delivering his "The Unfinished Dream" message. He began by interpreting 1 Peter 2:17 to
mean "honor the nation," establishing a tie to the Independence Day celebration. "We're not
only here today to honor America,” he declared, “but we're here as citizens to renew our
dedication and allegiance to the principles and institutions that made her great."
Graham then went on to acknowledged the significance of the monuments surrounding
him and the vision represented by Presidents Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln. "We can
listen to no better voices than these men who gave us the dream that has become America,"
the evangelist said. "These men represent thousands who worked, prayed, suffered and died
to give us this nation."
The nation's institutions were "under attack," Graham said, but the goal of the celebration
was to prove that Americans still believed in them.
"Let's let the world know today that the majority of us still proudly sing 'My country 'tis
of thee. Sweet land of liberty.' America needs to sing again. America needs to celebrate
again. America needs to wave the flag again."
Graham commented on accusations against him for "honoring any secular state" by
stating, "Jesus said, 'Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's. The apostle Paul
proudly boasted of being a Roman citizen. The Bible says honor the nation. As a Christian
or as a Jew [or as a Muslim] or as an atheist, we have a responsibility that has always stood
for liberty, protection and opportunity."
Graham gave six reasons America was worthy of honor.
“We honor America because she has opened her heart and her doors to the distressed and
the persecuted of the world.”
“We honor America because she's been the most generous nation in history.”
“We honor America because she has never hidden her problems and faults.”
“We honor America because she is honestly recognizing and is courageously trying to solve
her social problems.”
“We honor America because she defends the rights of her citizens to dissent.”
***Continued on the bottom of p. 5***
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Christian Fellowship Society held its annual picnic supper on
June 23. The group enjoyed a pot-luck meal. Harlan
Matasovsky led devotions. Organizational plans for the 4th of
July food stand were made.
Ladies’ Brunch - Festively-decorated tables with a patriotic theme greeted the
women who gathered for the Ladies’ Brunch held June 5. Audrey Gutz and Gladys
Mandernach were responsible for the arrangements of the event. Members of the
Ladies’ Aid had provided a yummy assortment of foods for the meal. Donna
Truelsen welcomed those attending. Denise Betts presented a devotion written
by Naomi Benna. Springtime reminds us of renewal and God’s gifts in nature; we
are also renewed every day by the Spirit. A brief Bible study, “My name is…” was
presented by Suzanne Winterhof. We all have given names and surnames, but we
also have the name “Christian.”

St. John Hosts Missionaries Working in Russia - St. John was privileged to host
Dr. Charles and Connie Cortright, missionaries working in St. Petersburg, Russia, on
June 18th. “Chuck” teaches theology in the seminary there, and his wife, a
published author, assists with educational training and communication. Much of
the area in which they work was Lutheran prior to the Communist takeover, but
that heritage has been lost. The St. Petersburg seminary is training native people
to minister to their own. Even those men in the seminary often have little
knowledge of Bible stories. Following the presentation, the group enjoyed
fellowship with refreshments provided by Donna Truelsen and Naomi Benna; the
Ladies’ Aid took responsibility of hosting arrangements.
Breakfast at the B.V. County Fair - Yes, it’s true! Daily breakfast menus
are in the works for the B.V. County Fair in Alta from July 5th - 8th.
Breakfast will be served from 6:30 - 11:00 am at the “We’re Going to
Europe” booth on the north end of the Carter building. This booth is being
organized as a fundraiser for Grace Arnts, Matthew Cummins, and Sierra
Hill, 3 Alta Aurelia High School students, who are going on the Iowa
Ambassadors of Music (IAM) trip to Europe in 2020. Look for more
information about IAM and this fundraiser coming soon in the Storm Lake Times and the
Pilot Tribune. Please support this event - you’ll get a great breakfast and the students will
have a wonderful opportunity to share their love of music with the people of Europe!
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HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS - Please continue to bring
them to church. You may place them in the basket on the table in the front
entry.
A DUAL PARISH? – Everyone is invited to attend the informational meeting that is scheduled for 7:00 pm on July 31st. President Turner will be here to
discuss the possibility of a dual parish with St. Peter—Newell.
ST. JOHN FOOD BOOTH ON JULY 4th
St. John will again sponsor a food booth at the Star-Spangled Spectacular
on July 4. Menu items will feature pork burgers and hot dogs, snacks, and
drinks. The Christian Fellowship Society has agreed to organize the event, but we
need the help of the entire congregation to make it successful. We will need the
donation of food items including cinnamon rolls, rice krispy bars, and caramel
corn. We need people to set up, serve, grill meat, and clean up. A “work –
donate” schedule is in the entry of the church giving you an opportunity to
indicate your willingness to participate. The youth have volunteered to sell
“Mini-sodas.” (Did you catch the pun? Some funds will put the finishing touches
on their trip.) Other funds raised assist in the mission of St. John.
THANK YOU to those who helped at or furnished food for Fonda Sievert’s funeral.
Continued from Pastor’s Article on p. 3...

“[We honor America] because there is woven into the warp and the woof of our nation a
faith in God.”
Graham also commented on America's standing with God, noting the younger
generation's need for the Bible. He echoed Jefferson's thoughts on God's justice and
expressed his own fear for the nation.
Pleading with America, Graham said, "Today, I call upon all Americans to raise your
voices in prayer and dedication to God and to recommit to the ideals and dreams for
which our country was founded. Let's dedicate ourselves today to a renewal of faith in
God. Let's dedicate ourselves to building rather than burning." [summarized from an
article written by Beth Hayworth, Baptist Press, July 7, 1970]
This message applies so well for today! Let us build up each other in this unique freedom of America that we enjoy. And let us use the love of God given to us through faith in
Christ to do just that!
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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Unconditional Love
By: Celeste Cummins

We don’t know his name. In fact, we don’t know much about him at all, except that he
was the younger of two sons. One day, he asked his father for his share of the property.
His father granted him the wish. Days later, this younger son went to a far away country,
away from the watchful eye of his father. While there, he recklessly wastes the money on
wild living. Surely, this was a lifestyle the father would have not approved of had he
known. But, this was before instant messaging, Facebook, phones, or texting, so the father
had no idea what was happening.
Things only get worse for this son. He no longer had any money or any friends. This
Jewish boy then had to lower himself to take a job feeding pigs, which for Jews were
unclean animals and should be avoided. One day, as he is among the pigs, he comes up
with an idea. Instead of continuing to live in hunger, he decides to return to his father,
confess his sin, and beg to become a hired servant.
He begins his journey back to his father’s house. While he is still a ways off, the father
sees him, runs to him, hugs him, and kisses him. The son begins to explain what has
happened, but before he can do so, the father instructs the servants to dress him up in nice
attire and kill the fatted calf to prepare for a feast.
The story does not end there, not quite yet. The older son hears the commotion and
begins to object because he has worked hard for the father these past years. He has
followed the father’s directions and remained faithful in his service. He has not strayed
from the father’s side. The father assures his son that he has always been there with him
and now it’s appropriate to celebrate since the younger son was lost, but has returned.
This is a summary of the parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15:11-32. The son had it
all, but through his own carelessness, he lost it all. He went back to his father a broken,
disgraced man.
Which person in this parable do you relate most to? Are you the older, jealous, selfrighteous son who feels his years of loyal service should be celebrated? Are you the father,
who eagerly welcomes home his son without a question of what has happened over the past
months or years that he has been gone? Or are you the younger, foolish, reckless son who
lives in the present without any regard to the affects on the future? Perhaps we are a little
of both at times.
This is a parable, so you may be thinking stories like this don’t really happen – or do
they? Keep reading “The Conversation My Dad and I Never Had” to find out more about
what I think sounds like a modern story of a prodigal son and what he learned…
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The Conversation My Dad and I Never Had
By: Chad Bird (Facebook - mid June 2019; used by Chad’s permission)

Twelve years ago, in my mid-30’s, I showed up on my parent’s front porch a completely
disgraced man. I had committed adultery and destroyed my marriage. I had resigned from
my teaching job at the seminary and then from the ministry. I was living alone, hating
myself, lost, confused, and clawing my way through the gutter into a dismal future. I
walked through the front door, into the arms of my parents, who fed my hungry soul with
love and concern. Over the next few months, I visited them often. My dad and I spent lots
of time together. We talked about the new truck-driving job I had. We talked about my
kids. We talked about his horses.
But one thing we never talked about were my failures. He never asked why I’d gone and
blown up my life. He never asked, “What the hell were you thinking?” Never once did he
even come remotely close to an interrogation of my many, life-destroying sins. But you
know what he did do? He welcomed me home. He embraced me. He showed an ongoing
interest in the ways I was trying to carve out a new space in this world. And above all, he
showed me unconditional love.
The conversation my dad and I never had was one of the best gifts he could have given
me. Instead of asking me to dig up my past, he helped me build a future. And for that, I
will be forever grateful.

I questioned Chad about this, since I tend to be the opposite of his dad. Like his dad, I
would welcome my child back and love to see them again, but unlike his dad, I’d want them
to be sure they knew how “bad” they had been, so they would avoid that behavior in the
future. Chad’s response to me, “...I don't know of any parent who wouldn’t be
[disappointed] when their child basically destroys their lives….I think much disappointment
can be conveyed in a single look when a child knows a parent, and vice versa….Of course,
were a child to act as if they’ve done nothing wrong, then the law is used by the parent. But
not with the purpose of destroying the child but bringing him or her to acknowledge they’ve
done what is wrong and need to ask forgiveness, make amends, etc. It’s basic law/Gospel in
parenting: when a child is already obviously convicted by the law, to heap more law upon
them is not only pointless, but counterproductive. What they need is grace and forgiveness
and mercy…”
And that grace, forgiveness, and mercy is what Chad’s dad extended to him, what the
father in this parable extended to his son, and what God extends to us every day!
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

July Worship Assistants
Altar Guild: LaVerne Grigsby and Jan Magnussen
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
is sponsored in thanksgiving to God.

Altar Flowers
7th - Dave and Jan Magnussen in
memory of our parents.
14th - In memory of Harlan Gutz
by Audrey and family.

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
New members are always welcome.

21st - Marge Otto for her birthday
and in memory of her husband’s
birthday.
28th - Donna Truelsen
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