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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders does not meet
during the summer months.
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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“…and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants” Leviticus 25:10
I’ve read recently that America is the longest on-going Constitutional Republic in
the history of the world to date, lasting for 242 years. Yet we know that this liberty
comes at a price. Many fought and gave their lives to win our freedom and many
more brave souls have been sacrificed to defend this country’s liberty since the
Declaration of Independence in 1776. It is because of these sacrifices that we enjoy
the freedoms in the USA that many do not have. As believers we especially cherish
our right as Americans to freely worship our Savior.
As great as our American freedom is, it pales in comparison to the freedom
described in John 8:31-32: “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” This freedom deals with
the truth found God’s Word, the truth that through faith in Jesus we receive the full
benefit of His work on the cross, the forgiveness of our sins, and eternal life in
heaven. Through faith in Him we are freed from the consequence of our sin and are
declared innocent and right with God.
Interestingly, now that we have THIS kind of freedom, our lives, our reason for
living changes, and we no longer live just for ourselves but with others in mind. As
Paul states, in 1 Corinthians 9:19, “For though I am free from all, I have made
myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them.” The love of God given in
Christ compels us to want others to know the freedom from sin and the joy of our
salvation.
The Fourth of July is a wonderful time to rejoice in our freedom—as Americans
and as Christians. Our American freedom is precious, but our freedom in Christ is of
eternal worth. That eternal freedom has also come at a price: Jesus gave His life to
pay the debt that WE were supposed to pay, and I am very thankful He did. In turn,
let us all show our gratitude by living for Him.
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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From the Board of Trustees
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Yearly elevator inspection in May.
Purchased a new copier from Counsel - Storm Lake (Todd Lange)
Upper sanctuary window caulking will be done by Meyer Home Improvement
Northeast door by Northwest Glass - Spencer finally adjusted to our satisfaction
West and main church doors ordered from Buena Vista Glass; should be
installed in the next 30 days
Brick and tuck pointing going to be done by Chris Concrete out of Carroll in
late summer
Hahn Roofing will be installing “snow guards” on north side of church roof
sometime this summer
New canopy was paid by a member and will be installed on the west entrance
after the snow guards are in place
The “Barrel of Bibles” were delivered to Orphan Grain Train in Ida Grove;
they will deliver to other missionary places.

Thank you for your continuing contributions to the
Capital Improvement Fund.
This allows the
Trustees to repair and update the church property
as needed.
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Stewardship Notes – June 30, 2018
What has been going on? We helped with the Barrel of Bibles for Africa project. Members
donated used bibles to be sent to Africa as the missionary, Doug Thompson indicated they could
be used. It was an exciting idea, but getting them to Africa became a problem due to scheduling
conflicts. We then contacted Orphan Grain Train and they indicated they had outlets for them
and could distribute them for us. In the end, we were pleased that the bibles members donated
were given to various mission projects.
Members offering envelopes for 2019 were again ordered in March to get the best price as
possible. We again decreased the number of envelopes as we have done for the last few years.
If you have not received your 2018 envelopes for any reason, please contact Celeste.
What does the Stewardship committee do and what is its purpose?
As many of St. John’s boards, we are not as active or productive as we should be. We often
work with the treasurer’s position. We order & distribute offering envelopes. We record
budget figures for the various boards and record year to date figures for members to view.
We also prepare a suggested list of Special Offerings for the members to review and approve.
Members can always choose where their gifts can be distributed at any time, just write your
wishes on your offering envelope or a plain envelope. At the end of each month funds are
balanced and distributed according to member’s wishes. Certain gifts such as Capital Improvements are also transferred to a savings account to be held until needed.
As we do not prepare budgets (just record them), we encourage members to review the
principles of biblical stewardship.
Ownership: The 24th psalm begins with: The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the
world, and all who live in it. We are simply managers.
Responsibility: We are all stewards, responsible to manage what God owns!!
Accountability: We will all be called to give an account of how we have managed everything - time, money, abilities etc.
Reward: Whatever we do, He knows our thoughts, words & deeds. We ask Him to help
us do His will so that we may share His happiness in heaven.
As members of St. John we encourage one another to be responsible and accountable as
steward’s of all the gifts we are given to manage. If you are wanting information, have ideas or
concerns as we move forward as St. John’s Family, please visit with Henry or other member’s
who can share your thoughts.
In His Service,
Stewardship Members
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Purchasing Agent
Thank you to all the committees I have worked with for the last several years.
With your help, St. John has managed to control and monitor expenses. This
program helps avoid unauthorized and unnecessary spending.
Upon request from myself or the office, there will be a copy of this year’s
(2018) spending for anyone who wants a copy.
This is how it works:
1. If you need an item, get several quotes from the vendor, if possible.
2. If it’s over $25, get a P.O. from Bob Fletcher (299-3219).
3. If it’s less than $25, no approval is needed, BUT a purchase order
number is. Get this P.O number from Bob.
4. Give the P.O. number to the vendor to be put on the purchase invoice.
This helps in tracking the purchase.
Thank you for your cooperation with this program.
Bob Fletcher
Purchasing Agent
712-299-3219
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Nominations for Church Officers – 2019-2020
Executive Director
Assistant Executive Director
Congregational Secretary
Treasurer
Director of Lay Ministry
Director of Evangelism
Director of Education
Director of Youth/Youth Leader
Director of Stewardship
Director of Church Properties
Director[s] of Parish Relations
Purchasing Agent

Henry Hardt
Denise Betts
Harlan Matasovsky
Deb Matasovsky
Jerry Johnson
Jan Magnussen
Deb Matasovsky/Lori Dicks
Bob Fletcher

Elected Board Members
Board of Lay Ministers
Vernon Winterhof
Dan Coleman
Jerry Johnson
Dale Phillips
Jim Zabloudil
Harlan Matasovsky
* Note: Four seats are open on the Board of Lay Ministers including Director.
Board of Education/Youth
Jerry Johnson, Director
Lori Dicks
Amy Lesemann
Dianne Johnson
* Note: The Board of Education and Youth operate together. Two seats remain open on this
board.
Board of Evangelism
Director – open
Open
Open
* Note: All four seats, including the director, remain open.

Open

Board of Parish Relations
Deb M./Lori D., Directors
Celeste Cummins
Marilyn Mittelstadt

Diane Krueger
Donna Truelsen

Marleen Otto
Lois Lytle

Board of Church Properties (Trustees)
Jan Magnussen, Director
Gordy Miller
Kevin Jesse

Mike Overmohle
Dewey Betts

Bob Fletcher
Harold Redenbaugh

Ladene Ponsor
Karen Fletcher

Diane Overmohle

Board of Stewardship
??, Director
Celeste Cummins
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The Christian Fellowship Society held its annual picnic at the church on Sunday,
July 17th. Twelve members enjoyed a pot-luck meal. The opening devotion,
presented by Vernon and Suzanne Winterhof, focused on the role of a Christian
father. Plans for the food booth at the Star-Spangled Spectacular were finalized.
Many of the members volunteered for special tasks or to furnish equipment needed.
The help of the entire congregation is needed to make the effort a success...and
the participation of many makes the task easier for all.

A Ladies’ Brunch hosted by Ladies’ Aid members was held Wednesday
morning, June 13th, at the church. Those attending enjoyed the various
breakfast casseroles, breads, and fruit furnished by the members. Our
thanks to Donna Truelsen and Loretta Rehnstrom for preparing the tables.
The occasion marked the 110th anniversary of an organized women’s group
at St. John; the first Ladies’ Aid meeting was held June 8, 1918. The devotion
presented by Audrey Gutz made note of this milestone as she recounted
the blessings that God has given the church and the women in it through
organized efforts. Suzanne Winterhof was in charge of the program which
consisted of various games including Wheel of Fortune using LWML facts.

Thank you to Group 1 and helpers who served for the funeral of Don Burhop.
Thank you to Group 2 who served for Arnie Treinen’s funeral.
Thank you to Group 3 and helpers who served for the funeral of Joel Grundmeier.
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HY-VEE RECEIPTS - Remember to drop off your
HyVee receipts during the summer. There is a basket on
the table in the front entryway.
LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT - “Traces of Guilt” by Dee
Henderson is the first in a new mystery series (we also have the
second book). Evie Blackwell loves her life as an Illinois State Police
detective...mostly. She’s very skilled at investigations and has
steadily moved up through the ranks. She would like to find Mr.
Right, but she has a hard time imagining how marriage could work,
considering the demands of her job.
Gabriel Thane is a lifetime resident of Carin County and now its sheriff, a job he
loves. Gabe is committed to upholding the law and cares deeply for the residents
he’s sworn to protect. He, too, would like to find a lifetime companion, a marriage like
his parents have.
When Evie arrives in Carin, IL, it’s to help launch a new task force dedicated to
reexamining unsolved crimes across the state. Spearheading this trial run, Evie will
work with the sheriff’s department on a couple of its most troubling missing-person
cases. As she reexamines old evidence to pull out a few tenuous new leads, she
unearths a surprising connection - possibly to a third cold case. Evie’s determined to
solve the cases before she leaves Carin County, and Sheriff Thane, along with his
family, will be the key to those answers.
PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be alert and always
keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” With that verse in mind, we
are praying our way through the directory (alphabetically). Families will
be featured in each newsletter that everyone can pray for. Some items
to include in your prayers might be if they are sick, ask for healing and
patience; if they are active members, ask God to keep their faith
strong; if they have not been in church recently, ask God to help them
reestablish connections with their faith; if they are near death, pray for God’s blessings
and assurance of their faith. The next members on our prayer list are Chad Mittelstadt
(and family), Ray & Marilyn Mittelstadt, Lyle & Karen Morenz, Cindy, Michael, Victoria, &
Desiree Morse, Michael & Amanda Musselman, Ron & Jerene Neir, Thomas Ngor,
(Brooke) & Aubree Noble, and Seth, Cheri, Mercedes, Abbygail, Hunter, & Gage Norris.
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If you are interested in hearing missionaries speak, mark your calendar to
attend the presentation by Erin Mackenzie at St. John on Wednesday
evening, July 11th at 7:00 pm. Erin serves as a missionary in the
Domincan Republic. She coordinates the short-term strategy for the
LCMS Latin America and Caribbean regional mission team and its local
partners. She develops policies and priorities for short-term mission
teams, as well as assists in the recruitment, placement, and support of
short-term volunteer missionaries.
Mission Events at Mission Central
If you like to travel a little ways to hear missionaries, you’ll have plenty of
opportunities throughout the summer and the remainder of 2018.
Krista Young and her family will be at Mission Central on Wednesday, July 11
at 1:00 pm. They are missionaries in East Africa.
Rev. Mark Rabe and his family will travel from Ethiopia in East Africa to tell
about their adventures on Saturday, July 21 at 1:00 pm.
Also giving a presentation on Saturday, July 21 at 1:00 pm will be Rev. Jerry
& Patty Lawson and family from St. Petersburg, Russia.
Rev. Dr. Hans Trinklein and family, serving in Korea, will give a presentation
on Saturday, July 21 at 1:30 pm.
On Saturday, August 4 at 1:00 pm, you can hear about the work of Rev.
Arthur Rickman and his family in Asia.
Saturday, August 11, you will get a three-for-one deal when Rev. Jacob
Gaugert from Togo, West Africa will present at 1:00 pm . Then, following up
at 1:30 pm will be Rev. Eric Stinnett & family from Ethiopia and Rev. Anthony
Diliberto and family from Puerto Rico.
Other missionaries who will finish up the year at Mission Central include
• Rev. Brian Gauthier & family (Panama) - Sept. 8 at 1:00 pm
• Rev. Dale & Suzanne Kaster (Ghana, West Africa) - October 8 at 1:00 pm
• Rev. Herb & Marie Burch (Belize, Latin America) - November 10 at 1:00 pm
• Robin McCoy (Bangkok, Thailand) - November 10 at 1:30 pm.
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It's All Good
By: Celeste Cummins
Sunday, March 16, 2014
“All things work together for good to them that love God.” (Romans 8:28, KJV)

This is a favorite verse of many people, but it has always left me confused. All
around us, we see tragedy, sadness, illness, accidents, divorce, abuse, poverty, the
list could go on. How can all these things work for the good of a person? What if
there is more than one person affected by a situation, how can it turn out good for
everyone involved? I was in the middle of writing an email and discussing this
verse, when the meaning of it hit me.
Often, we get so bogged down comparing our lives to others' lives and coming up
short. Why is my kid an alcoholic? Why did I get paralyzed and can never drive
truck again? Why is my wife the one who's depressed? How is God going to use
alcoholism, paralysis, and depression for my good or for the good of my family?
When Paul tells us that “All things work together for good to them that love
God” (Romans 8:28), he is not telling us we are going to have a blissfully, happy life
here on earth just because we are Christians. Unlike romance novels and Disney
movies, life does not always turn out good and have a happy ending. Even though
you pray several times a day for healing, you may die from that cancer that has been
plaguing you. Just because you took every precaution, does not mean you will walk
away from a car accident unscathed. Carefully following your doctor's orders is not
a guarantee that your child will be born healthy. Years of marriage counseling often
does not save your marriage.
While it's healthy to be positive and look for the good in every situation we face,
this verse is not telling us to adopt the attitude, “Good riddance! Now that my
divorce is final, I can move on to someone better, someone who really loves me and
appreciates me. That's how this is all going to turn out for 'good.'” In other words,
it's not a material or earthly goodness we are to be searching for. The verse isn't
saying it's going to be good here on earth. In fact, Jesus has told us, “In this world
you will have trouble” (John 16:33, NIV).
Romans 8:28 is a way of pointing us to Heaven and reminding us of a time when
all things will be good. All things do work together for good because the good that
God has in mind is our eternal salvation in Heaven. 2 Peter 3:9 tells us, “The Lord
is...not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (KJV).
Now, that's something better than any good thing this earth can grant us!!
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
New members are always welcome.

July Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Jan Magnussen & LaVerne Grigsby

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has been sponsored by Loretta Rehnstrom
in memory of Russell Biggins.

Altar Flowers
1st - In thankfulness to God for
military members who have kept
American safe and free.
8th - In memory of our parents by
Dave & Jan Magnussen.
15th - In memory of Harlan Gutz
by Audrey and family
22nd 29th -
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