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Star Spangled Spectacular
Join us at St. John’s Food Booth
on July 4th at Sunset Park
Hot dogs, Pork Burgers, Rice Krispy Bars, Drinks, and more!

Staff and Special Events
From the Pastor
Board Reports & Meeting Notes
Did You Know & Youth News
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Worship Assistants and Flowers
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders will be taking
a break in the summer. See
you in the fall!
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study will meet
on July 16th, 23rd, and 30th at 10:30 am
in the library.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew 18:20
How would you measure our worth as a church? One leading, or misleading, way you
could measure worth is in the number of people that attend. With that in mind, have you
ever wondered how we stack up statistically?
Here’s some information about church attendance I bet you didn’t know, or at least I
didn’t before I read about it. Do you know that most people who attend church on any given
Sunday do so in churches with under 200 members? I find that a surprising statistic, because
I thought a lot more people would be attending those huge mega-churches. But in a study
done by the Barna Research Group conducted in 2009 (The study was called "How Faith
Varies by Size" and you can find it at https://www.barna.com/research/how-faith-varies-bychurch-size/) found in actuality only 9% of adults worship at churches with memberships of
500 or more. The article continues to show that in contrast to those “mega-churches” 41
percent of adults attending a Protestant church associate with a congregation of 100 or
fewer adults. An additional 23 percent can be found at churches of 101 to 200 adults, 18
percent associate with bodies of 201 to 499 adults, etc. I find that surprising! We are, if you
go by simply attendance alone, an above average church!
Actually, I would like to believe we are an above average church for another way. What
other way am I thinking about? I have heard it said that we are a friendly church. Now I
don’t believe that being friendly is necessarily a means for success yet it does help to be
friendly for the right reason. I would like to think that we are friendly because of our joy in
knowing Jesus as our Lord and Savior and that we want to share that joy!
It may seem kind of simplistic, but church growth is not so much about the music and
worship style, although they can affect attendance. I believe that church growth is more
about relationships. It’s about reaching out to those who are visiting. It’s about reaching out
to those who have stopped visiting. It’s about showing that you care enough about someone
that you will try to have more than just a simple “handshake and see you later” type
relationship with them.
So that’s how I would measure the worth of a church. I would measure it by the love of
God given in Christ Jesus shared through those who attend. If that is the kind of church we
are, by God’s grace let’s continue to be so!
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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TREASURER’S REPORT (June 15, 2017)
Home Fund (Checking, including HRA funds)
Capital Improvement
Door Fund*
Thrivent Contributions in 2017
Undesignated Memorials in 2017
Other Savings Accounts
TOTAL ASSETS

$16,504.02
$40,619.45
$ 3,455.00
$ 2,902.00
$
65.00
$ 4,096.89
$67,642.36

Total YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Net Income—Negative

$106,745.41
$111,056.72
$ 4,311.31

Notes of Interest:
We are currently keeping a balance of ten to fifteen thousand dollars in our checking
account. This is a good amount to pay our bills in a timely manner as monthly
average disbursements are currently about $20,000.
Our YTD expenses have exceeded our income by $4,311.31 at this time.
Trustees are addressing large future expenditures which will deplete our Capital
Improvement account. I have always stressed NO NEW DEBT and we have been
diligent in putting off large improvements until we have had the $ to pay for them.
However, when improvements are necessary to avoid even more damage to our
property, it will be time to pull together to avoid loan payments.
As always, thank you one and all for continuing to support St. John with your
generous contributions of time and $. We are all needed in St. John’s family.
In appreciation,
Karen Fletcher, Treasurer
* $5,035.00 in the door fund as of June 28, 2017.
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TRUSTEES REPORT
The first six months of 2017 have brought in representatives from…
Fire Alarm System
Meyers Home Improvement
Hahn Roofing
Nohava Roofing
Modern Heating
Control System Specialists
In January, we found out that the St. John fire alarm system needs to be updated
by a Fire Alarm inspector. It has been recommended that the fire alarm be
connected directly to the Fire Station or Com Center. There is a monthly charge for
this service.
Meyers Home Improvement replaced the remaining windows in the St. John
Educational Building in late January. All the original windows have now been
replaced.
Hahn Roofing and Nohava Roofing have each submitted bids for replacing the
sanctuary roof. The cost of replacing this roof has put the roofing project on hold
for now.
Modern Heating and Control System Specialists have both submitted bids to
update the system that allows us to control the temperature in the educational
building. The system we now have, which is all computerized and can only be
accessed by Control System Specialists, does not allow us to change the temperature unless we call Control System Specialists to come over and change it and
charge us for a service call. The new system will allow any authorized person to
change the temperature from their phone or a computer.
LCEF started a new program called “The Church Improvement Program” and asked
St. John to participate. We were asked to hire an architect. His fee was paid by
LCEF. The architect visited St. John on Saturday, April 1, 2017. He took many
pictures, inside and also outside, and identified areas that would improve the
appearance of the church to visitors and members of the congregation. The
pictures have been shared with the board of Trustees. No further action has been
recommended.
Dave Dose, Chairman, Board of Trustees
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Love Care Mentor Share – Engage!
Board of Youth & Education 2017 Mid-year Report
St. John continues to collaborate with Grace Lutheran church to organize youth
group activities. All our events are joint activities focused on bringing our youth
together in Christ. Our youth group includes Junior High to High School (6th Grade to
12th Grade).
Who Moved My Family?: Junior High and High School youth studied family and
personal values and issues in the Youth Group Bible Study every Sunday morning. We used current TV sitcoms for our Bible study. We talked about topics like
stress, honesty, self-image, choices, and wisdom.
The youth had an “I’m Board” game night in the St. John youth room. It was a fun
time with delicious treats and snacks. We had video games going along with board
and card games. The students had a fun time relaxing, kicking back and playing
games.
Twelve youth and chaperones went to the No Apologies Conference in Spencer on
March 15. We won tickets to the summer Christian Music concert in Sheldon, Iowa.
We started planning that for June 2017. We also won free lawn chairs and coolers
for the event. The students really enjoyed the entertainment as well as the message.
We headed to Sioux City in March to help pack meals for Mercy Meals at Faith
Lutheran Church. You also presented a check for $450 to Mercy Meals. We raised
the money during our Pan fundraiser in 2016.
The Board of Education passed out palm branches to the kids during the Palm
Sunday service. The high school youth helped to tell the story by rolling donkey float
draped in a purple sash down the aisle as the kids waved their palm branches. The
youth also volunteered their time to help with the Easter Breakfast. They helped
raise funds for Mission Central. We are hoping to travel to Mission Central this
summer to present the check. We also colored Easter Eggs!
Summer Travel Time for the Youth Group. Nine students and chaperones
attended Risefest in Sheldon in June. It was an outdoor concert with Christian
music groups like Mercy Me. Thirteen youth went to Adventureland on June 21 for
Lutheran’s Day too.
**The Board of Youth and Education report continues on the next page.
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It’s All About Jesus: Reformation 500 Vacation Bible School was held May 30 to
June 2 at Grace Lutheran Church. Children from Prekindergarten to fifth grade.
Volunteers helped with games and activities, crafts, snacks, music, open/close,
registration or publicity. This year’s VBS centered on Martin Luther and celebrated
the 500 years of the Reformation. The Bible theme was “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever.” - Hebrews 13:8. Pastor Ketcham was the VBS
director and also created the curriculum. An average of 25-30 children attended the
morning activities and lessons
Due to the lack of interest and participation, the board voted to cancel Summer
Sunday School. Sunday School will start September 10 with Rally Sunday.
St. John and Grace did share Sunday School for first part of the year from January
to May. We created a curriculum using the 100 Bible Stories Study Guides plus
Arch books for the younger children. Sunday School was at St John January,
February and May while Sunday School at Grace was March and April. We had low
turnout of students ranging from seven children to two children. Confirmation
Sunday yielded no attendees at Sunday School. It was decided to stop Sunday
School sharing beginning in the fall, but continue to partner for the Children’s
Christmas program, VBS and special occasions like Reformation and Palm
Sunday. We desperately need volunteers to teach!

PARISH RELATIONS
In May, Parish Relations honored the Confirmands during coffee hour with a special cake and fellowship. What a wonderful event to congratulate these young members of our congregation.
We are currently planning a celebration for Pastor honoring his 20 years in ministry, on August 13th, following church and Bible class. Look for more details to
come.
We also helped host the Easter Breakfast along with the youth. We applied for a
Thrivent Action Grant, which helped with part of the food expenses. Baked goods
were donated by congregational members. Parish Relations helped serve the
meal.
As always we want to thank everyone who donates their treats and time during
coffee hour. We could not do it without you.
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PURCHASING AGENT REPORT
Getting a P.O. number is still working very well and helping control spending
and improve record keeping of projects and repairs.
1) Currently, I am getting bids for the NE Education Door and the West
entrance door. Both will be a 42 inch door opening with a handicap automatic
opener.
2) I am also working on roof bids for the church sanctuary. This roof is in
the area of fifty years old and is in need of repair. We have had multiple
water leaks that run down the pillars in the hallway getting the carpet wet
and leaving rust on the white pillars. Replacing is our best option for the long
run.
Thank you for everyone’s cooperation.
Bob Fletcher
Purchasing Agent

ST. JOHN EMPLOYEE FRINGE BENEFIT UPDATE
St. John has been informed by its fringe benefit provider, Concordia
Plan Services, that its health insurance premiums for its employees will
increase by 3.95% for 2018. If approved by St. John voters, St. John will
be required to pay $38,256 in health insurance premiums for its
employees, an increase of $1,452 from 2017.
Retirement rates (8.7%) and Disability rates (1/2% single, 2.25%
more than single) will remain the same for 2018.
Concordia Plan Services needs to be informed of St. John’s fringe
benefit decision by September 8, 2017.
Please contact Henry Hardt at 732-7998 (home phone) with any
questions, concerns, or ideas.
Thank you,
Henry Hardt
Executive Director
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PASTOR’S REPORT
Here is the statistical data for St. John - Spring 2017
As of June 21, 2017, we have…
•
496 Baptized membership
•
393 Confirmed membership
•
4 Baptisms (1 infant, 2 children, and 1 adult - Lilian Wendt, Carson &
Ryan Peterson, and Jeff Khamphasouk)
•
9 people were Confirmed (8 youth and 1 adult - Ellie Bacon, Holly
Dierenfield, Austin Gaffney, Addyson Hogrefe, Gabriel Lesemann,
Bradyn Mack, Hannah Norwood, Summer Wendt, and Jeff Khamphasouk)
•
1 Wedding so far (Chad Mason and Caroline (Richter) Mason)
•
1 Funeral (Esther Lamb)
•
2 Transfers Out (James and Renee Phillips)
•
1 Released by Request (Matthew Grunig)
•
1 Removed by Lay Ministers (Preston Subject)
•
3 Transfers In (Caroline & Chad Mason and Brenna Richter)
•
110 was the average weekend attendance
My work at St. Peter, Newell, hopefully will end by the end of July.
Thank you all for the patience you have exhibited during my time as
vacancy Pastor for St. Peter, Newell. They and the district greatly appreciate your willingness to share your pastor.
I look forward to serving you in the rest of 2017 and beyond! God bless
you all!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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LADIES’ BRUNCH HELD JUNE 7
Tables decorated with blooming petunias greeted the ladies attending the
Ladies’ Brunch held at the church on June 7, Diane Krueger and Marilyn
Mittelstadt were in charge of the arrangements for the day. A wonderful
array of breakfast hot dishes, rolls, and fruit were enjoyed by those present.
Jan Magnussen shared the before LWML Convention devotion with the
group. It reminded all of us of the National Convention held June 22-25 in
Albuquerque with the theme, “Jesus Christ Above All” based on Phil. 2:9.
Four from our congregation - Debra Matasovsky, Dave and Donna Dose,
and Jan Magnussen - attended the event.
Suzanne Winterhof led the program for the day, “Sing the Faith.” She
selected hymns from 300 A.D. to the present day, and ladies in attendance
read a bit about the history of the hymn and selected verses of the hymns
were sung.
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP SOCIETY
The CFS enjoyed it’s annual pot-luck picnic at the church on the evening of June 18.
Harlan Matasovsky thanked those who helped plant the flowers in front of the church
and are taking care of them; he had secured a Thrivent Action Team grant which was
used toward the cost with the CFS paying the additional cost.
Plans were finalized for the Fourth of July food booth. Suzanne Winterhof has
secured a Thrivent Action Team grant to be used toward the cost of groceries. The
proceeds from the booth have been designated for the “Door Project.” The group
approved adding to that total to make a $5,000 total contribution.

OUR DOOR FUND
As mentioned in the Purchasing Agent report, we are collecting
funds to be used to replace the NE Education Door and the West
entrance door both with 42 inch handicap accessible doors that will
include automatic openers. Currently, we have $5,035.00. If you
would like to add to this total, please feel free to donate whatever
amount you would like.
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VOTERS’ MEETING - A tentative date has been set for
the mid-year voters’ meeting at St. John. Please mark
your calendars for Sunday, August 27, 2017 at 11:15
am for a voters’ meeting in the sanctuary.

THANK YOU from missionaries Kayla Hoem and Rev. John Loum. Kayla
received $280 from St. John; Rev. Loum received $250. Both are grateful for
your support of their mission work.
NEEDED: Interim Director of Church Properties (Trustees)
David Dose, after many faithful years of exemplary service as
Director of Church Properties, has informed me he will be stepping down
as Director on July 1, 2017. Please join me in thanking Dave for his
contributions to St. John!
As such, I am soliciting applications and/or nominations for the
position of Interim Director of Church Properties (The term of the Interim
Director will end on December 31, 2018). For specific details as to the
responsibilities of the Interim Director, please contact Dave Dose at
(712) 732-5596 (home) or (712) 299-3296 (cell). If you have any
questions, concerns, nominations, etc, please contact Henry Hardt at
(712) 732-7998 (home) or hardt@bvu.edu.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration.
Henry Hardt
Executive Director
YOUTH - Mark your calendars for these dates of the Youth Gathering! The 2017
IDW Junior Youth Gathering is October 21-22 in Des Moines for 6th—8th graders.
The 2017 LCMS High School Youth Gathering is November 17-19 in Omaha for
students in 9th—12th grade. Also save the date of the St. John/Grace Mystery
Mission Trip on July 29th. We can’t say where we are going or what we’ll be
doing, but clues will be coming soon! Chaperones are also needed. If you have
any questions or would like to be a chaperone, please contact Jerry Johnson (2995783 cell; 732-2775 home; or Johnson@bvu.edu). Be prepared for FUN!
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PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”
With that verse in mind, we are praying our way through the
directory (alphabetically). Families will be featured in each
newsletter that everyone can pray for. Some items to include
in your prayers might be if they are sick, ask for healing and
patience; if they are active members, ask God to keep their
faith strong; if they have not been in church recently, ask God
to help them reestablish connections with their faith; if they
are near death, pray for God’s blessings and assurance of their faith. The next
members on our prayer list are Donna Bumann, Lloyd Bumann, Marvin & Laura
Bumann, Don Burhop, and Kirby Burhop (and family).
FOURTH OF JULY FOOD BOOTH - It looks like there are enough people
signed up to donate food for the booth, but we could still use a few workers to
fill some open time slots. If you will be in town on July 4th, take a look at the sign
up sheet and help out in the booth for a few hours during the day. The net
proceeds are designated for the door fund to help purchase handicapped
accessible doors.

NEWS FROM CAMP OKOBOJI - Trivia Night is scheduled for July 6th.
Bring your friends and your thinking caps to this fun fundraising event.
The cost is $10 per person with teams of 8 being formed. A pie auction
will be included. The fun begins at 7:00 pm in the Discover Center.
Youth Camps - July means it’s time for youth camps at Camp
Okoboji. Cubs Week (grades 3-6) will be July 16-22; Jr High Week
(grades 6-8) will take place July 9-15; and we’ll conclude the month with
Sr High Week (grades 9-12) from July 23-29. Mark these dates on your
calendar and let your kids learn about Jesus, while you enjoy some time
without the kids!
Family Camps - If camping as a family is more your style, come to
one of our Family Retreat Weeks. Dates are July 2-7, July 30-August 4,
and August 6-11.
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Under Construction
Exciting new building projects have created this theme for Camp Okoboji for 2017
Report from the Annual Meeting
The total attendance for this years annual meeting was 100. This included delegates, board
members, camp auxiliary, guest and staff.
Rev. Ben Dose had opening devotions. Tom Chapman called the meeting to order. The
first item to be discussed was the financial report by Kirk Warnke.
The camp had more expense than income this year, They felt more giving was directed
toward the Discovery Project instead of the Annual Fund. This coming year they are looking
for ways to generate additional revenue. One plan is to encourage families to rent cabins all
week long and not just on weekends. This alone would help the camp overcome this short
fall.
This summer the camp is again in need of college age individuals willing to serve as staff
for water front safety, recreation, store keepers, dinning room helpers, house keepers,
grounds keepers, and photographer/audio visual.
Corners of the Field Grant Program provides (10) $125. Scholarships to be available to
children from single parent house holds, low income, minorities, loss of family members in
service to our country, loss of property or job or family illness situations. This grant
program is an effort to bring children to be with Jesus at the Lake.
Doug Kading announced his retirement. Sept 30, 2018 will be his final day. The Board of
Directors are working on finding a replacement for Doug. A new Director will be chosen by
the summer of 2018.
Elected to the Board of Directors this year: Kenneth Bishop, Joni Bentsen, Ron Coy and
Marc Lansink.
Auxiliary Report
The Theme Basket Auction - This year they had 72 Baskets that sold for $4000. These
funds will be going towards a new walk in cooler in the dining hall.
The Annual Quilt Auction will be held on June 24th.
The meeting was adjourned,
Pastor Ben Dose had the closing devotion.
David Dose
Delegate to Camp Okoboji
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Lots of summer travel in June with our youth group from Grace and St. John. Nine
youth and leaders attended Risefest in Sheldon, Iowa. Risefest is an outdoor Christian
music concert and festival. Despite a few rainy moments, it was a grand and glorious night
of listening to great music. The youth enjoyed a lot of different entertainment plus the
Christian rock group, Mercy Me. We won the tickets to Risefest during the No Apologies
Concert in Spencer back in March. We had a great time.
Then next week we were off to Lutherans Day at Adventureland in Des Moines, Iowa.
Nine youth and adult leaders spent the day riding rides, eating treats and enjoying friendships. It was a blast to see our Christian young people have fun together. Everyone needs
to experience a day in an amusement park with young energetic students! We all rode
down together in our “Adventure Van” to Adventureland and stopped on our way home for
dinner in Ames. Our youth group is awesome.
We are planning our Mystery Mission Trip in July. I cannot tell you more, but rumor has it
clues will be given out by our Mission Bear during July hinting to where we might be traveling. The Mystery Mission Trip is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, July 29. It will be an
all-day event.

Jerry and the youth at Adventureland

Megan, Jerry, and the youth at Risefest
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Looks Can Be Deceiving
By: Celeste Cummins
If you would see me now, you would think I had gotten into some kind of
bad fight with someone or was in an accident of some kind. A portion of
my bottom lip is swollen, black and blue on the outside, reddish purple on
the inside, and very bruised. But, looks can be deceiving. The reality of the
situation is I was having fun when I got hurt. My son and I were having a
tickle fight when his knee came up really hard and hit my lip. It hurt – a lot
– but, he told me not to worry because it didn’t look bad. Then, he added,
“There’s only a little blood.”
Going back in time to a place called Calvary, things didn’t look as they
appeared either. This man named Jesus had been traveling the countryside
for 3 years proclaiming that He was the Son of God. He acquired many
followers who believed Him. Yet, here He was at Calvary one Friday afternoon hanging on a cross – dying because He was charged with blasphemy
(Matthew 27:65). As he hung on the cross, some of the things that were
heard that afternoon include, “Let Him come down now from the cross, and
we will believe in Him” (Matthew 27:42), “He saved others, but He can’t
save Himself” (Mark 15:31), and “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and
us” (Luke 23:39).
The crowd taunted Him and mocked Him. It looked like Jesus was as
powerless on that cross as the two criminals hanging next to Him. It
appeared like Jesus was hanging there doing nothing, but dying. But, looks
can be deceiving.
Three days later, on Sunday morning, things changed. This Man who
had hung seemingly helpless on the cross now was raised triumphantly
back to life. He had saved Himself – and others! Jesus had to die as a man,
so that He could be raised triumphantly as our God to forgive our sins.
Yes, the looks were deceiving that Friday afternoon at Calvary, but the
rewards of His resurrection on Sunday morning were eternal!
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO

July Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Jan Magnussen & Donna Truelsen

Greeters:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann
Acolytes:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Nyapal Chuol
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Gabriel Lesemann

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
is in memory of Russell Biggins.

Musicians are encouraged to share their
talents during our worship services
throughout the year. If you play an
instrument or would like to join the
choir, please contact our music director,
Suzanne Winterhof. The choir will not
rehearse in July, but please join them on
Wednesday evening, August 2nd at
7:30 pm. New members are always
welcome.

Altar Flowers
2 - In memory of our parents
by Dave & Jan Magnussen
9 - In honor of our anniversary
by Ed & Rebecca Quesnell
16 - Jerry & Dianne Johnson
23 - In memory of Rev. Walter
& Olga Mueller and Rev. Art &
Edna Otto
30 - In memory of Helen
Holmes, Elizabeth Harjes, and
Grace Ricklefs
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