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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

of each month

of each month

++++++
Lutheran Hour Ministries
KAYL 8:00 a.m.
Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

ADULT BIBLE CLASSES – 10:15 A.M.

In the Fireside Room,
Led by V. Winterhof

In the Library, Led by
Pastor Lesemann
Be in the Word

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Message from Pastor Lesemann
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7
Over and over I am reminded of God’s continued activity in my life. But it is not a
lesson that I learn once and then never forget. It is actually the exact opposite. I always need
to be reminded that God IS active in my life. That He DOES know of my problems and the
things I am struggling with and He DOES get me through them.
Presently I am over committed. You have probably been there yourself. You’ve
committed yourself to a project or a committee or board of some kind. Then you find out it is
more work then you thought. Then instead of saying NO to any other work you take on more
commitments. Then something unexpected happens and you find yourself even MORE busy.
I won’t even get into how this affects family time.
So the question is then, what do you do? Well, if you are like me, and I hope you are
not, you begin to worry. You worry and worry until God reminds you, either through His
Word or through a fellow brother or sister in Christ, that He wants to help you with what you
are doing AND that He wants you to trust in Him. It means giving whatever is bothering you
to the Lord. Too bad it’s used as a “last resort.”
Abraham Lincoln once said, "I have been driven many times to my knees by the
overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go." Sadly that is the way I have been at
times with my worries. I have acted as if it was a last resort, as I had no where else to go so I
finally took my problems to the Lord. But Luther had a quite different attitude about the work
he had to do. He did not try to do it all himself, but rather his advice was quite the opposite.
He said, "If I fail to spend two hours in prayer each morning, the devil gets the victory through
the day. I have so much business I cannot get on without spending three hours daily in prayer.”
So, what is Luther trying to tell us? Pray first instead of last!
Here is one more quote from Martin Luther. "Prayer is not overcoming God's
reluctance, but laying hold of His willingness." You see, God is ready and willing to help us
through our problems. In fact, He YEARNS to hear from us and to help us because He loves
us! That is why He sent His Son Jesus. Isn’t that wonderful?
Let us do our best to remember that then next time we are “over committed” and
worrying!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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Parish Planning Council Meeting

Sunday, June 24, 2012

Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order at 11:15 am.
Pastor Lesemann’s devotion was based on Phil. 2:14-16. God calls us to shine like
starts in Christian service - to do menial tasks willingly (as for Christ Himself), to
volunteer before being asked, to cheerfully cooperate, to look upon service as a
privilege. Jesus, who came to serve and not to be served, has showed us the way.
Board of Evangelism - Audrey Gutz
Hopes to find interest in visiting one of the St. John missionary families for their
presentation at Mission Central in July.
Board of Parish Relations - Linda Zabloudil (present but no report)
Board of Youth and Board of Education - Jerry Johnson
The Banana Bunch will start up again in July. The youth will soon begin planning for
the national Youth Gathering in San Antonio in July 2013.
The Board of Education is making plans for restructuring Faithbuilders in the fall with
a “fun and crazy” curriculum called “So What’s in the Bible? with Buck Denver.”
Vacation Bible School went well. An average and consistent attendance of 76 prekindergarteners through 4th graders also raised more than $700 for LAMP (Lutheran
Association of Missionaries and Pilots). This board is already working on the Christmas
Eve service.
Board of Stewardship - Karen Fletcher
Karen handed out a printed report on designated offerings and needed capital
improvement funds (included in the newsletter).
Treasurer’s Report - Karen Fletcher
Checking account has a current balance of $5000; Thrivent monies are now over
$11,000; capital improvement account is up to $26,500. Karen’s half-year report will be
presented at the July voters’ meeting and will be printed in the July newsletter.
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Pastor Lesemann
Carmen Nikoley (Methodist Manor) is officially a new member.
The second pastor called by Grace Lutheran has declined; thus, Pastor’s vacancy
pastorship will continue for six weeks.
The elders have initially approved giving Pastor Steve Benson, chaplain for the Sioux
City hospitals, a $10 to $15 donation to support his ministry whenever he visits the
St. John sick there. This is a large reduction of the $60-$70 mileage which would need to
be paid to Pastor for the same.
Pastor hopes to attend a continuing education class in Des Moines July 6-8.
Executive Director - Henry Hardt
Betty Ploeger has stepped down as co-treasurer for St. John. Renae continues on
medical leave, the length of which is uncertain.
At the July voters’ meeting: as “unfinished business” attendees will again discuss
Thrivent funds, in “new business” will elect directors and their boards, will clarify the
policy concerning the use of St. John building by members, will hear a report on the Iowa
District West convention and also a State of the Parish report.
No Parish Planning meeting in July; the next will be Sunday, August 19 at 11:15 am.
Hardt adjourned the meeting at 11:45 am. We closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.
¸¸¸¸¸

¸¸¸¸¸

¸¸¸¸¸

¸¸¸¸¸

Stewardship Report on Designated Offerings and Needed Capital Improvement
Most Recently received $135: Ascension envelope for Community Care – Needy school children
Birthday Envelope & Advent – Mission Family – funds sent to Mission Central for a needy mission
family
Ash Wed & Thanksgiving – Friendship $$ for our needy members
Lent, Holy Week and Easter were used to boost our Capital Improvement Account
Pentecost – will be given to Camp Okoboji
** continued on the next page**
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Reformation – will be given to Concordia school
Christmas Eve - will be given to Lutheran Family Service
Finally Christmas Day & New Year’s Eve – will be given to Home Fund
The above list was developed to encourage extra giving to special groups we do not always
think of supporting. Your gifts of support are certainly appreciated. THANK YOU FOR
YOUR PAST AND FUTURE SUPPORT!!
Our regular offering envelopes provide an easy way to give to our Home Fund, Capital
Improvement and Missions. You may also designate to a special cause on the line OTHER.
At this time, no special fund drive is organized to fund the much needed Capital
Improvement Fund. Trustees gave the voters a presentation of many of the capital
improvement projects needed in the near future in January, the greatest one being new
furnaces which very well may be needed this fall for winter warmth. We encourage you
to consider what you can do to help – can you make an additional offering to this
account?
We also ask special groups of Thrivent, Endowment Committee, Fellowship,
Ladies Aid and even smaller groups to consider what they can do to make the needed
improvements possible before an emergency arises and we are forced to get financing for
them. It is hard for regular offerings to pay our current obligations every month ( I know
you are giving from your hearts as well as your budget). An added debt to our current
obligations may take us into the RED. The trustees particularly appreciate your current
support of these projects so they know they can actually do them before that emergency
occurs.
In His Service: Karen Fletcher
Please Pray: Dear Lord, help me to develop a right and proper attitude toward the money
that You have entrusted to me. Open my eyes to the problems that debt can cause. Help
me to treasure Your gifts to me and to use them diligently and joyfully in Your Service.
Through Christ I pray. Amen

6

7

8

9

Publication of Nominating Committee’s
List of Officers and Administrative Boards
for Election at the July 8, 2012 Voters’ Meeting
Updated as of June 25, 2012
Executive Director - Henry Hardt
Treasurer - Karen Fletcher
Congregation Secretary - Denise Betts

Assistant Executive Director - Open
Purchasing Agent - Bob Fletcher

Board of Lay Ministers
Director - Open
Assistant Director - Harlan Matasovsky
1. Vernon Winterhof
2. Jerry Johnson
3. Dan Coleman
4. Lloyd Bumann
5. Paul Chuol
6. Dale Phillips
7. Open
8. Open

Board of Evangelism
Director - Audrey Gutz
Members - Dale Phillips
Sheila Jesse
Pastor Lesemann

Board of Education
Director - Open
Members - Lori Dicks
Deb Jesse
Laurie Gaffney
Open
Board of Youth
Director - Jerry Johnson
Members - Dianne Johnson
Open
Open

Board of Parish Relations
Co-Directors - Carolyn G & Linda Z
Members - Linda Falck
Diane Krueger
Lois Lytle
Marleen Otto
Board of Church Properties (Trustees)
Director - Open
Members - Mike Overmohle
Bob Fletcher
Kevin Jesse
Gordy Miller
Dewey Betts
Harold Redenbaugh
Dave Dose
Board of Stewardship
Director - Karen Fletcher
Members - Betty Ploeger
Ladene Ponsor
Diane Overmohle
Celeste Cummins
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ORDER OF BUSINESS
Regular July 2012 Meeting of the St. John Voting Membership
Date: Sunday, July 8, 2012
Time: 11:15 am
Location: St. John Sanctuary
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Scripture Reading and/or Prayer
Roll Call of Voting Members
Reception of New Voting Members
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
Unfinished Business
A. Thrivent Contributions
6. Treasurer’s Report
7. Reports from Committees of the Voting Membership
A. Lay Ministers
B. Evangelism
C. Christian Education
D. Young People’s Work
E. Stewardship
F. Church Properties
G. Parish Relations
8. Reports of Administrative Boards
A. Endowment
B. Purchasing Agent
C. Parish Planning
9. State of the Parish Report by Pastor
10. New Business
A. Elections
B. Use of St. John Building by members
C. IDW Convention Report
11. Adjournment
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Christian Fellowship Society Enjoys Annual Picnic
The Christian Fellowship Society held its annual pot-luck picnic June 17 at the church at 6
pm. Lloyd Bumann was the host and provided the beverages. Sixteen members and two
guests were present.
Pastor and Amy Lesemann led opening worship reading from 2 Cor. 12 and leading the
group in singing, “Find Us Faithful.”
The treasurer reported that the group had provided funds for the geraniums in the front of
the church, landscaping in the back of the church, repairs, and the Portals of Prayer. The
group approved a gift of $400 to the congregation’s Friendship Fund.
Plans were finalized for the Fourth of July food booth. It was approved to give the net
income for the day to the Capital Improvement Fund. Members volunteered their time and
other donations to support the effort.
The Fellowship’s next event will be attending an Okoboji Summer Theater performance
on August 5.

Ladies Aid Enjoys Pot-Luck Brunch
Sixteen members and one guest gathered in the church basement on June 13 for a 9:30 pot
-luck brunch. Tasty dishes from egg bakes, assorted rolls, and fruits were enjoyed.
Hostesses in charge of set-up were Donna Truelsen, Maxine Schramm, and Janet Glasgow.
A brief program by Lizzie Wolters (a.k.a. Suzanne Winterhof) related incidents of her
1915 diary which recounted her trip to California and the 1915 World’s Fair as well as her
work in homes of the Schaller-Galva area.
Election of officers returned Donna Truelsen to the presidency and Suzanne Winterhof as
secretary.
A BIG THANK YOU to the St. John Christian Fellowship Society for providing
funds for several maintenance projects: Mulch - East side planters for the
geraniums they also purchased; Grass seed and rental of law plugger - spring
lawn work; Red 4 x 8 brick - front sidewalk cross replacement; Block and brick
glue - West side of educational building planters. Thank you, Dusty and Jo
Lussman for donating the bench that’s in the West flower area. Also, a big
thank you to Ron Neir and Lloyd Bumann who helped Bob Fletcher with these
trustee projects (good stewardship!).
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Be Prepared
By: Celeste Cummins

“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in Heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father.” (Mark 13:32)
These words are written about Judgment Day when Christ will come again. However, they
also ring true for each of us as we contemplate our own individual “judgment day” (the day we
will die).
Last month, my article was called “Happy Father’s Day.” It encouraged you to appreciate your
father and wish him a Happy Father’s Day. I also told about how special my own dad was to me.
While dad was able to see the article I’d written, I was not able to spend Father’s Day with him
this year. My dad died between 1:30 – 1:50 pm two days before Father’s Day, so he was able to
spend Father’s Day in Heaven with his earthly father and his Heavenly Father.
The words of Mark 13:32 came to my mind as I thought about what to write this month. They
reminded me of when I saw my dad sitting at his desk at 12:30 pm the day he died.
At 12:30, if I had known what would happen a little over an hour later, what would I have
done? How would I have reacted and coped? Would I have started crying? Would I have
pleaded with God to make dad better and give him more time? Would I have called the
ambulance and insisted the doctors do anything to stop his death? If I had only known…
What if we would know the date and time of our death? Would it change the way you were
living if you knew you only had 1 hour left to spend on this earth? How would you spend it?
But, ours is not to know the when and how of when our loved ones will die. Our job is to
accept it as God’s will and to move on in love knowing it was for their best. Although we can
certainly grieve, mourn, and cry (even Jesus did that upon hearing of Lazarus’ death, see John
11:1-45), we all must come to the end of our journey at some point. When we do, we will be
welcomed into the eternal and everlasting peace of Heaven.
Thank you to everyone who has responded to me with such love, kindness, and sympathy
following my dad’s death. I appreciate all the cards and memorials that were given in memory of
him. Although we knew his death was coming, when you lose someone you love it is never easy.
I will weep and mourn the death of this very special person in my life, while at the same time I am
comforted knowing that dad heard the voice of his Savior and is now living with Him in Heaven.
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BILL AND VEE TUTT are this week’s featured family. Bill was born March 4, 1937
in Cherokee to William H. Tutt and Norma Tutt Haburn. He had one sister, Donna. His father
died in a buzz saw accident before Bill was a year old. The children were raised by their
Grandparents, William S. and Ethel Tutt.
Bill’s favorite pastime was hunting and fishing. He attended school in Storm Lake until
1954. The United States was fighting the Korean War, when he enlisted in the Navy. He was
stationed in Hawaii (before it was a state) and served first on the USS Carp, a submarine and
then on the USS Elkhorn, a fuel transport. Some of his travels were to Point Barrow, Alaska
and Australia. Bill worked for 17 years at Hygrade and after several other jobs retired from
Buena Vista Manor where he was in charge of maintenance.
Vee was born June 10, 1939 (that’s next Sunday!) to Albert Lange and Irene Lange
Johnson. Vee grew up on a farm near Albert City. Vee has 3 sisters and 2 brothers now
deceased. She attended Albert City School and graduated in 1957. The most memorable
experience was playing in the Girls State Basketball Tournament in 1956.
Vee’s father passed away in 1953 and the family stayed on the farm until 1957 when
they moved to Storm Lake. Vee’s father was very good at numbers and Vee inherited that from
him. She worked for a CPA and receptionist/bookkeeper for Saathoff Electric before retiring
after working for 24 years in the office of the Clerk of Court.
In the fall of 1953, Vee met a Marine named Jim, a good friend to Bill. When he went
back from leave, he met Bill at Treasure Island as Bill was getting out of the service. Jim told
him to keep an eye on HIS girl. Bill did and still does! J They were married on June 21, 1959.
Bill and Vee have 4 children. Randy lives in Alta. Roxanne is married to Don Dreeszen
and lives in Spirit Lake. They have 3 children and 2 grandchildren. Greg is married to Lori and
lives in Keller, TX. They have 2 children. Steve is married to Monica and she has two children
and 3 grandchildren. They retired after 44 years of combined service in the Navy and live in
Tulsa, OK.
Vee has served St. John as Treasurer for 5 years, taught Sunday School, helped with
VBS, and Bill and Vee are past members of the Christian Fellowship Group.
Vee and Bill enjoyed bowling. Vee has served as an officer in several leagues,
association president, and on the Sate Board as Director and Assistant Sergeant at Arms.
During these years, Vee bowled in many state and national tournaments, traveling to many
states.
Bill’s most memorable vacation was to Alaska with Randy on a
fishing trip for halibut and salmon.
**continued on the next page**
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Now, you can find Bill and Vee enjoying their camper and spending time with family
and friends around the campfire.
We are glad to have Bill and Vee as members of St. John! (Remember to wish Vee a
happy birthday next Sunday and both of them a happy anniversary later this month)
Know your Church family features LIL CORNELL this week. Lil is a lifelong Lutheran
having been Baptized and Confirmed at Zion Lutheran Church rural Storm Lake. She is now
retired after many years of work in the food related industry.
Lil’s son Jerry & Laurie live in Davenport, Florida; daughter Rita & Lynn Matthaidess

live in Adel and daughter Deb & Wayne McKinney are in West Des Moines. She is blessed
with 4 grandchildren: Luke, Matt,

Jessica, and Carolina.

Lil recently celebrated her birthday and is 84 years young! Thank you, Lil, for being
a member at St. John.
Know your Church Family features LLOYD BUMANN this week. Lloyd is a working faithful
servant here at St. John. He is once again serving as a Lay Minister. He can be seen mowing the grass,
watering flowers, ushering, greeting, counting offerings and ringing the bell. He is also very busy helping
with the church stand at the park on the 4th of July, arriving early in the morning, helping with the setup
and where ever he’s needed for the rest day. He ahs done this many, many years.
Lloyd was married to Margaret here at St. John in 1962. They were blessed with 46 years of marriage
until the Lord called Margaret to her heavenly home in March 2009. This year would have been their 50th
Anniversary. Their son Brian and wife Nancy live nearby in Spencer.
Thanks be to God for the blessing of Lloyd in our church family.

Get to know LORI DICKS & husband Jason. Lori has been a member of St
John for 10 years. They have two sons; Zach and Jacob. Zach will be a senior at
Storm Lake in the fall and enjoys playing football. Jacob will join him at the high
school as a freshman and was confirmed here May.
Lori (Schlinz) is from Alta and Jason from Newell. They were married in
Newell in 1993. Jason works at Tyson and Lori is the manager of the Harold
Rowlings Recycling Center. She is our Director of the Board of Education which
involves many tasks. She is also a member of the Mary & Martha Guild.
Spare time, when available is spent with family and keeping up with the
boys! Thank you for your service to God here at St John!!

15

LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD
YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR
SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.

402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

July Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:
Greeters:

Laura Bumann and Jerene Neir
Saturday
Available
Sunday
Available
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Lloyd Bumann
Acolytes:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

To God be all the Glory.

We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

Available
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Available

The KAYL Broadcast for this month is
given to the Glory of God.

Special Music
You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at St.
John.
The choir
will rehearse
Wednesday August 1st at
8:00 pm. Please join us!

Altar Flowers
1 - In memory of George & Ardella
Kenow by Dave & Jan Magnussen.
8 - In honor of Joann & John Oatman’s
birthdays.
15 - In memory of Harlan Gutz by
Audrey & family
22 - In memory of Marvin by Betty
29 - Still available

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
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