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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders meets every
Sunday at 10:15 am. Join
us and bring a friend!
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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“Now, therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your
ways.” Haggai 1:5
As we get ready to start a new year, some of us may be contemplating
possible New Year’s resolutions. To some that may be considered more of a
secular tradition, but that doesn’t mean it can’t be applied to the life of a
Christian as God does want you to “Consider your ways” as you live your life for Him in Christ Jesus.
So what should we consider as believers for change in the new year? Naturally we should always
examine our lives in comparison to God’s Word as we strive to live in ways that glorify Him. God’s
Word is a big help in that! Here are some questions I ran across that I’ve found thought provoking in
seeking direction in my life and for the new year:
What’s the most humanly impossible thing you will ask God to do this year (and it is good that
we ask!)? Remember what Jesus tells us in Matthew 7:7. And He will give us what we need according
to His will.
What’s the single most important thing you could do to improve the quality of your family life
this year? And just like Jairus of Matthew 9 and Mark 5 let us seek Jesus to help us help our families.
In which spiritual discipline do you most want to make progress this year, and what will you do
about it? Worship, reading God’s Word, prayer and more…Matthew 6:33 tells us “Seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”
What is the single biggest time-waster in your life, and what will you do about it this year?
Ephesians 5:16-17 tells us that we should make the best use of our time as the “days are evil” and that
we need to understand the will of the Lord in our lives.
What is the most helpful new way you could strengthen your church? The life of a believer is
hard. Thankfully we have each other to lean on. Let us strive to do the things that are helpful building
up the unity of the church as in Ephesians chapter 4.
For whose salvation will you pray most fervently this year? 1 Timothy 2:1-6 instructs us that
“supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people.”
What area of your life most needs simplifying, and what’s one way you could simplify in that
area? Paul gives his reason for true contentment in Philippians 4:11-13.
What’s the most important need you feel burdened to meet this year? With that in mind
remember Psalm 55:22 Matthew 11:28-29 regarding Who wants your burdens.
No matter what resolutions you do make this year, remember they are not for earning your salvation
or God’s approval of you. God’s approval was earned by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross! His gift to you of
faith has given you salvation. The good we do in our lives and the changes for the better we make are
for giving God glory, for growing His kingdom and helping others come to know Jesus as their Lord
and Savior.
My prayer for all of us is that our lives would do just that!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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St. John Voters’ Meeting

Sunday, December 16, 2018

Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order.
communicant members were present.

Thirty-two

Pastor opened with prayer.
Major budget changes were briefly presented.
Jan Magnussen, representing the Board of Trustees, explained that as of
December 1 Renae went on Medicare rather than Concordia, but that St. John will
pay her supplemental insurance for December, January, and February ($250/
month), and that she will officially retire on March 1 and then work 15 hours a
week at a wage of $15 an hour.
Harlan Matasovsky, chairman of the Board of Lay Ministers, explained that
when Karen Fletcher retired as treasurer, the position was advertised for ten
months and then given to Celeste Cummins for a salary of $250 a month. Pastor
and Celeste, working as the St. John secretary, will continue to pay 20% of their
supplemental insurance. Also, per Iowa District West guidelines, Pastor’s allowances for housing and utilities should be 30% above his salary. Based on a 4.5%
increase, his salary would be raised from $54,000 to $60,000, plus an additional
10% increase. Whereas his salary should have been $86,000, the board considered
raising it to $66,000 with an additional $18,000 for housing and $2,000 for utilities.
It was then decided upon a $78,000 salary, which included $25,000 for a housing
allowance.
A motion made by Matasovsky and seconded by Magnussen was voted on
by secret ballot. The results: 25, yes; 5, no; 1 abstention; the 2019 budget was
approved.
Meeting minutes continue on the next page.
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A special resolution was explained and offered to the voters. It would
essentially increase Pastor’s housing allowance to $25,000 and decrease that
amount in his $53,000 salary, making the total $78,000. It passed with a majority
vote.
The designation of 2019 special offerings recommended by the Board of
Stewardship (available upon request) was approved with a majority voice vote.
The report from the treasury audit committee (available upon request)
concluded that Karen Fletcher’s final treasurer’s report was “okayed” and that they
would be meeting with Celeste in the near future.
Marleen Otto made a motion, seconded by Dan Bacon, to commit to a
2019 $5,000 gift to Iowa District West, per its request. It passed with a majority
voice vote.
Audrey Gutz made a motion to approve Vernon Winterhof as our lay voter
to the 2019 LCMS Convention and the following recommended candidates for
nominations of president, vice-president, and regional vice-president: Rev.
Matthew Harrison, Rev. Lawrence R. Rast, Jr., and Rev. Nabil Nour, repectively. The
motion passed with a majority voice vote.
Hardt adjourned the meeting, and we closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - The next voters’ meeting
has been tentatively scheduled for 11:15 am
on Sunday, January 27, 2019.
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Waiting…
By: Celeste Cummins
Wednesday, December 26, 2018
As I write this, I'm anxiously waiting to find out what the mechanic will say about my van
tomorrow. What is wrong with it? Will I be able to afford to fix it? Should I even fix a van that
old and with that many miles? If it's not repairable, how will I afford to purchase a different
vehicle - and how long will I have to wait before I find this mystery mode of transportation?
Waiting is nothing new. In fact, waiting has been around since the third chapter of Genesis.
Way back then, the wait for a Savior began. Some two thousand years later, He finally arrived on
this earth. Then time passed quickly and 33 years later, He returned to Heaven - and the wait for
Him begins all over again. We are living in that season of waiting for the Savior to make His final
return.
How much of our lives do you think we spend waiting? According to a Timex survey, American
spend an average of 20 minutes a day waiting for the bus or train, 32 minutes waiting when they
visit a doctor, and 13 hours annually waiting on hold for customer service!* Do you wait patiently
or are you an anxious waiter? What do you do while you wait? Most people are anxious waiters
who fret and worry and moan (like me waiting for my van). Waiting is hard. It is difficult. As I
heard one man remark, “Patience is a virtue, but I tell you what, waiting’s a killer.” He is sure
right!
We’re about to begin a new year. We’re waiting to see what that new year will bring to us.
What can we do to be more productive while we wait? Helping others and focusing our attention
on someone else takes our mind off of our own problems. We can practice our faith by remembering God's promises to us. He has helped generations for thousands of years get through trying
times. That can give us reassurance that He will help us during our wait, too. We can also pray for
patience. Waiting is a killer, so we should try to use our time proactively.
Whether you are waiting for a mechanic, test results from your doctor, a loved one flying home
for a holiday, or for Christ to return, try to focus on Jesus' words to us, "Therefore do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its
own" (Matthew 6:34).
https://www.reference.com/science/much-time-average-life-spent-waiting-7b315c05172d2b4d
P.S. Well, the mechanic did not have good news. For those of you who are mechanically
inclined, both head gaskets are bad, a wheel bearing needs to be fixed, and many of the fluids are
not the right color and have things floating in them so they need to be flushed and changed.
Estimated costs are in the $3,000 range. It doesn’t seem wise to put that much money into a van
that is only worth a fraction of that. So, I’ve begun the process of looking for a different vehicle
(right now, the Equinox and Edge are top contenders), so if anyone hears of a reliable, relatively
low mileage vehicle, let me know!

6

THANK YOU - Dear St. John family, Amy and I want to thank you for
the many cards, gifts, and kind words of thanks and blessings that you
have showered upon us and our family this Christmas. All the attention is humbling but very much appreciated! May God continue to
bless you all! And thank you all for the love of God, found in Christ
Jesus, that you have directed our way! In His grace, Pastor Lesemann and family
PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” With that verse in
mind, we are praying our way through the directory (alphabetically).
Families will be featured in each newsletter that everyone can pray for.
Some items to include in your prayers might be if they are sick, ask for
healing and patience; if they are active members, ask God to keep their
faith strong; if they have not been in church recently, ask God to help
them reestablish connections with their faith; if they are near death, pray for God’s blessings and assurance of their faith. The next members on our prayer list are the Taylor
family: Scott, Wendi, (Bladen & Ian), Amber, Courtney, Grant, Kilynn, Kelsey, & Lucas; the
Tesch families: Bradley, Rebecca, (Christopher), Kathryn, Robert, & Peggy; Cathy (Jay)
Thomas; Shawn Thompson; Julie Tjaden; Kendra Tremain; Donna Truelsen; the Tutt
families: Randy, Steven, Bill, & Vee; Jerry & Darnell Tvedt; Trisha Vogt; & Barb Walters.

HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS - Please continue to bring
them to church.
MARY AND MARTHA will meet on Monday, January 7th at 6:30 pm (or whenever you can come) to take down and put away Christmas decorations. Many hands make
light work! Bring your mites.
THANK YOU to the Saturday committee and others for serving at Cliff Glasgow’s
funeral; Group 2 and helpers for serving at Ray Mittelstadt’s funeral; and Group 3 and
helpers for serving at Lavon Richardson’s funeral.
“HINGE EVENTS” are gatherings of people who want to become deliberate in
their actions for reaching people with the love of Jesus. You will learn how to open doors
in their community, discover practical ways to strengthen outreach to the local mission
field, and connect with others on the same journey. Events will be held Saturday, January
12th at Good Shepherd in Ft. Dodge or Sunday, January 13th at First English in Spencer.
Please contact Pastor for more details or if you’re interested in going.
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

January Worship Assistants
Altar Guild: Carolyn Goecke & Louise Schmeling
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has yet to be sponsored.

Altar Flowers
6th 13th 20th -

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
New members are always welcome.
The choir rehearses on Wednesday
evenings at 7:00 pm.

27th - In memory of Marvin
Goldsmith by Florence.
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