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Mark Your Calendars 

for the  

Voters’Meeting 

at 11:15 am  

on  

Sunday, Jan 28th  
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  

KAYL 8:00 a.m. 

Every Sunday 

Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

       SECRETARY: 

     Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFF 

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof). 
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in 
the library at the same time.   

Faithbuilders meets upstairs 
at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday.   
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A Prayer for the New Year 

(The following is a prayer written by Billy Graham for The Saturday Evening Post for  
the new year of 2009, but I believe it is just as relevant this new year of 2018.) 

  Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of this new year we confess our need of 
Your presence and Your guidance as we face the future. We each have our hopes and expecta-
tions for the year that is ahead of us—but You alone know what it holds for us, and only You can 
give us the strength and the wisdom we will need to meet its challenges. So help us to humbly put 
our hands into Your hand, and to trust You and to seek Your will for our lives during this coming 
year. 
  In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure us of the certainty of Your unchang-
ing love. 
  In the midst of life’s inevitable disappointments and heartaches, help us to turn to You for the 
stability and comfort we will need. In the midst of life’s temptations and the pull of our stubborn 
self-will, help us not to lose our way but to have the courage to do what is right in Your sight, 
regardless of the cost. And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and pursuits, open our eyes to 
the sorrows and injustices of our hurting world, and help us to respond with compassion and    
sacrifice to those who are friendless and in need. May our constant prayer be that of the ancient 
Psalmist: “Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the 

end” (Psalm 119:33). 
  We pray for our nation and its leaders during these difficult times and for all those who are 
seeking to bring peace and justice to our dangerous and troubled world. We pray especially for 
Your protection on all those who serve in our armed forces, and we thank You for their commit-
ment to defend our freedoms, even at the cost of their own lives. Be with their families also, and 
assure them of Your love and concern for them. Bring our divided nation together, and give us a 
greater vision of what You would have us to be. Your Word reminds us that “Blessed is the     

nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12). 
  As we look back over this past year we thank You for Your goodness to us—far beyond what 
we have deserved. May we never presume on Your past goodness or forget all Your mercies to 
us, but may they instead lead us to repentance, and to a new commitment to make You the foun-
dation and center of our lives this year. 
  And so, our Father, we thank You for the promise and hope of this new year, and we look      

forward to it with expectancy and faith. This I ask in the name of our Lord and Savior, who by 

His death and resurrection has given us hope both for this world and the world to come.  Amen 
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Special Voters’ Meeting    Sunday, December 10, 2017 
 

    A special voters’ meeting was held on Sunday, December 10, 2017.  
Twenty St. John members were present.   

    Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order.  Pastor 
Lesemann began with prayer. 

    The proposed budget for 2018 had been printed and handed out.  
Hardt pointed out the 2% raises for the secretary and custodian and 

the 2 1/2% raise in Pastor’s salary, noting the lack of changes in the 
permanent line items.  Dewey Betts made a motion to approve the 

budget; Harold Redenbaugh seconded it; and it passed with a majority 
voice vote.   

    After some discussion concerning the proposed designation of 2018 
special offerings, Vernon Winterhof made a “friendly amendment” to 

change those of the year’s Lenten services to Iowa District West.  As 

amended, the 2018 special offerings passed with a voice vote.   
    Hardt asked the attendees to approve a $5,000 commitment to 

Iowa District West, which was needed by January 15 in order for them 
to facilitate their 2018 budget.  It passed with a voice vote of the    

majority.   
    Hardt invited anyone interested to attend a presentation on 

Wednesday, January 31, 2018, at the Storm Lake fire station concern-
ing safety for churches in the event of “active shooters and violent    

incidents.”  
    The voters approved as representatives of laity and Pastor to the 

circuit forum Vernon Winterhof and Pastor Lesemann, respectively.  In 
accordance with Pastor’s recommendation, a voice majority also then 

nominated Pastor Ketcham as their first choice for Circuit Visitor and 
Pastor Roehrig as a second.  Vernon Winterhof was also approved by a 

voice vote as the St. John delegate to the IDW Convention in June, 

2018.   
 

**The minutes continue on the next page.   
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        Hardt next explained the “overture” he has presented to the    
circuit: if an LCMS congregation or group has concerns or if there are 

jobs being done by Pastors which could be done by laity, these could 
be handled by said qualified laity.  This overture has been fully sup-

ported by our IDW President and must be approved by the    January 
7 circuit forum and then by Iowa District West in June and finally 

during the national convention in July before becoming a  mandate.   
    In “other business” Jan Redenbaugh made a motion to allocate 

undesignated memorial funds from July 1, 2017 through December 
31, 2017 to the Capital Improvement Fund.  The motion was       

seconded by Vernon Winterhof and passed with a majority voice 
vote. 

    The meeting was adjourned.  We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   
 
� � �  � � �  � � �  � � � 

 
SPECIAL OFFERING DESIGNATIONS FOR 2018  

 
Initial…………………………………………………………………………….Home 
Birthday…………………………………………………………...Mission Central 
Ash Wednesday………………………………………………...Friendship Fund 
Lent……………………………………………………………...Iowa District West 
Holy Week…………………………………………………..Capital Improvement 
Easter……………………………………...Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School 
Ascension, Pentecost, & Reformation..S.L. Community School (Needy Kids) 
Thanksgiving…………………………………………………..Iowa District West 
Advent………………………………………………………………..Camp Okoboji 
Christmas Eve…………………………...Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School 
Christmas Day……………………………………....Lutheran Hour Ministries 
New Year’s Eve………………………………………………....Friendship Fund 
 

In 2018, Loose offerings will continue to be divided  
between Home and Missions (IDW). 
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C. F. S. News 
 

The Christian Fellowship Society ushered in the Holiday 

Season as members gathered for a Christmas dinner at the 

church on the evening of December 3.  Hors d’oeuvres 

served in the meeting room were enjoyed as guests          

arrived.  They then moved to the Fireside Room for the meal.  The tables were 

decorated with toys of Christmases past.  Following the meal Jerry Johnson led a 

program of games and the singing of Christmas carols.  The group also resolved 

to provide the funds for the Christmas sacks given to the children after the       

Children’s Service on December 17 and to provide the funds for gifts requested 

by needy families that were not met by members. 

 

Advent/Christmas Dinner  
A congregational pot-luck Advent/Christmas dinner was held Saturday, 
December 9, at noon.  Ladies in charge of set-up were Loretta             
Rehnstrom, Gladys Mandernach, Renae Norwood, and Diane 
Krueger.  Following a meal of wonderful hot dishes, salads, and        
desserts, Deb Matasovsky presented a devotion based on the word    
“C-H-R-I-S-T-M-A-S.”  Jan Magnussen was in charge of the program.  A 
group of ladies composed of Laurie Gaffney, Denise Betts, Lynn Hardt, 
Lori Dicks, Carolyn Goecke, and Ladene Ponsor presented a skit that 
humorously reminded us of the excuses people have for failing to see 
the real meaning of Christmas.  The singing of Christmas carols added 
to the joy of the gathering and let the Christmas spirit prevail.   
 

HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS LABELS – Please continue to 
save HyVee receipts and Box Tops labels.  Place them in the marked basket 
and box on the table in the church entry.  All HyVee receipts will be totaled 
and given to the Grace Preschool.  This will make it possible for them to    
purchase small items such as books, DVDs, etc.   

 

 
 PILL BOTTLES - At this time, we are no longer collecting pill bottles.   
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PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, 

“be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 

people.”  With that verse in mind, we are praying our way 

through the directory (alphabetically). Families will be 

featured in each newsletter that everyone can pray for.  

Some items to include in your prayers might be if they 

are sick, ask for    healing and patience; if they are active 

members, ask God to keep their faith strong; if they have 

not been in church recently, ask God to help them        

reestablish connections with their faith; if they are near death, pray for God’s 

blessings and assurance of their faith.  The next members on our prayer list are 

LaVerne Grigsby, Joel & Alice Grundmeier, Valorie Grundmeier, Cristian       

Guillaume, Audrey Gutz, Doris Gutz, Bill Gutz, Tom, Lynn, & Lindsay Hall,    

Meagan (& Cody) Cameron and her son, Emmett Alafa, Keri Hamrick, Jeff, 

Megan, Delainey, Chayse, Graceyn, Kloey, and Payge Hansen, Otis & Marlene 

Hansen, Henry, Lynn, & Marie Hardt, Kreg Haukap, and Barb Haynes.   
 

JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS - I didn’t forget to fill this section in on 

the back page - there just aren’t any!  Please consider signing up to be a 

greeter before church, a bell ringer, or a helper on altar guild!  Also, take a 

look at the KAYL sheet and flower chart on the bulletin board and see if you 

can sponsor the KAYL broadcast some month or purchase altar flowers some 

weekend. 
 

THANK YOU - To our dear St. John Family, Amy and I would like to 
thank you for the many cards, gifts, yummy treats, words of thanks and 
blessings you have given to us and our family this Christmas.  A special 
thanks for your prayers for us throughout the year - we need them! We 
are humbled and blessed by your kindness and generosity and love.  God 
bless you all!  In His grace, Pastor Lesemann and family   
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WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSE? 
     

We are in the “twelve days of Christmas,” and celebrating the birth of the           

Savior.  Our worship services in the month of December focused on the real 

meaning of Christmas…..a God who loved us so much that He sent His Son to 

be our Savior.  Only that message can give true peace and joy.  The question 

now is, “How am I going to respond?” 

 

As we face the New Year, many make resolutions.  Our Christian resolution 

should be an answer to the love God has shown us:  To let our lives radiate 

that love to others and to serve Him with the talents and abilities that He has 

given us.  With this in mind, we have this list. 
 

1.  Attend worship services regularly and “feed on His Word and prayer” 

in our daily lives. 
 

2.  Make a commitment to serve in the congregation.   

*You heard the joyful music of the choir and instrumentalists during         

the Advent/Christmas season.  Volunteer your services in this way. 

*It takes many volunteer hands to make a church run smoothly.  You 

can be an usher, a greeter, an acolyte, serve on altar guild,  and host 

at coffee hour. 

*Various church boards and committees give an opportunity for      

service. 

*Organizations within the church help members grow in faith and 

open new avenues of service. 

            * Assist in the education program. 

 

Prayerfully consider how you can answer His call. 
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     A FUNERAL SERVICE for Ron Walters, age 77, was held on December 
19, 2017 at 11:00 am.  Group 1 was in charge.  Thank you to everyone 
who furnished or served the food and helped clean up following the      
funeral. 
 
     WITH GRATITUDE - Rev. Douglas and Angie Thompson would like the 
thank the members of St. John for the $705.00 given to support their   
mission work in Africa.  They look forward to being able to go back to the 
mission field after the new year. 
 

YOUTH GROUP INVITED TO NO APOLOGIES EVENT: 6th Grade – 12th 
Grade Youth are invited to attend the No Apologies Concert on Wednesday, January 31 at 
the Clay County Events Center in Spencer.  The doors open at 6:00 pm with live music by 
Bonray.  Teens will be inspired by the captivating stories of speaker Jon Pausley and awed 
by the illusionist and comedian Joshua Jordan.  Tickets are $10 per person. Check out 
www.no-apologies.org to learn more about the evening. We will leave Storm Lake at 4:30 
pm; eat dinner in Spencer before we go to the concert.  The show starts at 6:30 pm.  We 
will be home by 10:00 pm. We need to order tickets by January 18, so please let me know 
by January 16.  If you are interested in going or have any questions…please contact Jerry 
Johnson at johnson@bvu.edu. We need drivers too! 
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A New Start 
By: Celeste Cummins 

 
“Ev'ry morning mercies new – Fall as fresh as morning dew” (TLH 537 v. 1) 

  
    When I hear these words, I am reminded of a teacher I once observed at St. John    
Lutheran School while I was in college in Seward, NE.  For her discipline, she used    
different colored poker chips.  Each color stood for a different value or goal she was   
trying to teach the kids, such as listening, or sharing, or being helpful.  Each child got 7 
poker chips at the start of each school day.  Some kids had bad days and lost all of their 
chips (or nearly all of them) by the end of the day, but other kids were “good” and rarely 
lost any.  It didn’t matter how many chips you had left at the end of each day because 
when the students returned the next morning for class, each of them had all 7 of their 
chips again in their cups.  Their teacher put into practice the words of this hymn.  Every 
morning, she gave each of her students a new dose of mercy. 
    Our God is the same way.  It does not matter how many sins we have committed each 
day, how many bad thoughts we have had, how many inappropriate words we have    
expressed, every morning He is faithful and merciful to us.  His love is constant.  It is 
never taken away from us.  Each day, we are able to start anew in His grace, His love, 
His mercy, and His forgiveness. 
    What kind of a world would it be if each of us were able to show just a little bit of 
that mercy to others?  What if we were able to refill our coworker’s “cup” with new 
“poker chips” in the morning, even if they were unkind to us the day before?  What if 
we were able to wake up and look past our spouse’s pile of clothes on the floor and have 
mercy on them instead of complaining?  If those things could happen, just think of what 
a nice place the world would be! 
    It’s a new year.  It’s time for a new beginning.  Strive to make each day this year a 
new beginning just as God gives us a new beginning each day through His never ending 
mercy. 
 
Hymn to ponder: “Every Morning Mercies New” (TLH 537) 
Bible verses to meditate on: Lamentations 3:22-26 
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Litany - A structured form of prayer consisting of a series of petitions and responses.  

The Kyrie is sometimes in the form of a litany with the congregation responding to 

each petition with the words, “Lord, have mercy.”  (LSB  p. 288). 
 

Liturgy - From a Greek word meaning “public service.” The proclamation of the    

Gospel and administration of the Sacraments is God’s service done on behalf of His 

people.   
 

Magnificat (mahg-NIF-ih-kaht) - The Magnificat is the song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55) 

which is part of the Vespers liturgy (LSB p.231).  The word comes from the Latin for 

“magnify, praise.” 
 

Mass - This term is used in the Lutheran Confessions as another name for the service 

of the Sacrament, although in later years, Martin Luther did not use it as often.  More 

common terms are Divine Service, the Lord’s Supper, and the Sacrament of the Altar.  
 

Matins - The first of eight daily prayer services that developed during the Middles 

Ages for use in the monasteries.  At the time of the Reformation, these services were 

reduced to two: Matins in the morning and Vespers in the evening.  Matins is a       

Middle English words that comes from Latin for “of the morning.”  (LSB p. 219). 
 

O Antiphons - Refrains that developed during the eighth century for use with the 

Magnificat at Vespers on the days leading up to Christmas (December 17-23).  Each is 

addressed to Christ using an  Old Testament image (O Wisdom, O Adonai, O Root of 

Jesse, O Key of David, O Dayspring, O King of the Nations, O Emmanuel).  These are 

also referred to in the seven stanzas of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (LSB 357). 
 

Ordinary - The parts of the service that remain the same each week.  In the Commun-

ion service these would be the Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis, Nicene Creed, Sanctus, and 

Agnus Dei. 
 

Ordo - This term comes from the Latin for “order” and refers to an order of service.  
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January Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:   Carolyn Goecke and Louise Schmeling 
 
Greeters: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

         
  Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

         
Bell Ringers:   Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  
   Renae Norwood     
  Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

      
Acolytes:          Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

                       
  Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

           
            

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  
has yet to be sponsored. 

 WE WELCOME YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  
       Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m. 
        Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.  
              

              402 Lake Ave  
   Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 
      Phone: 712-732-2400 
   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 
       Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org 
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake 

  

Altar Flowers 

All Sundays in January are open  
for sponsoring Altar Flowers.  The 
dates are January 7th, 14th, 21st, 
and 28th.  Cost is $21.40 for one 
weekend.  Checks are payable to 
“St. John Ladies Aid” and can be 
given to Jan Magnussen (Ladies 
Aid Treasurer) or placed in the 
mailbox outside of Celeste’s     
office.   

 
 
 
 
 

Musicians are encouraged to share 
their talents during our worship   
services throughout the year.  If you 
play an instrument or would like to 
join the choir, please contact our 
music director,  Suzanne Winterhof.  
The choir will rehearse each 
Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm.  
New members are always welcome. 

St. John is a member of 
the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod (LCMS) 


