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St. John January Voters’ Meeting  

11:15 am 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 

in the Sanctuary 

2017 
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  Lutheran Hour Ministries Lutheran Hour Ministries Lutheran Hour Ministries Lutheran Hour Ministries     KAYL 8:00 a.m.KAYL 8:00 a.m.KAYL 8:00 a.m.KAYL 8:00 a.m.    Every SundayEvery SundayEvery SundayEvery Sunday    
Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

 SECRETARY: 

     Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFFSTAFFSTAFFSTAFF    

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 

a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by 

V. Winterhof).  Pastor Lesemann’s 

Bible Study is taking a break    

while he fills the Newell vacancy.   

Faithbuilders will be held 

at St. John during January.  

Classes begin at 10:15 am.   
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“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the east came to Jerusalem…” Mathew 2:1 

Happy New Year! These are the words you will normally hear from people this time of 

year, but for the Christian Churches throughout the world we know there is more to celebrate 

than just a new year. What we are celebrating is Epiphany!  

The name “Epiphany” is translated as “manifestation” or revealing. Other names for the 

day are “Ta Phota” (what is visible, or illumination) and “Theophania” (manifestation of 

God). Either way I personally like the focus on the visit of the Magi, or wise men, who  

recognize Christ’s appearance among the Gentiles (that’s us!).  

The idea that the Magi were kings was derived from several verses or scripture which 

foretold of their visit. Here are two of them: Psalm 72:10 states, “The kings of Tarshish and 

of distant shores will bring tribute to him; the kings of Sheba and Seba will present him 

gifts.” And Isaiah 60:3-6 states, “Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness 

of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to you; your sons 

come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the arm. Then you will look and be     

radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to 

you, to you the riches of the nations will come.” 

About those magi…some Lutheran Churches recognize the season of Epiphany with a 

special evening services. And some, out of concern for scriptural accuracy, will not allow 

wise men in the Christmas Pageants, because the wise men did not arrive to see Jesus until 

much later (possibly as long as two years later). If you have a nativity set, a fun tradition you 

could start with your children or grandchildren is to have the wise men somewhere far across 

the house or room, and gradually move them closer and closer until they “arrive” to see Jesus 

on Epiphany (Jan. 6).  

How should we celebrate Epiphany? One interesting tradition in the Greek Orthodox 

Church this time of year is the “blessing of the water.” On the eve of Epiphany, the priest's 

sprinkles the town or village with the blessed water. The second blessing takes place on the 

day of Epiphany when the local waters of stream, lake, or sea are blessed by having a cross 

thrown into them, after which young men dive into the waters to retrieve it….Hmm, maybe 

that’s not a good tradition to start here at Storm Lake!  

**This article continues on the next page... 
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** This is the continuation of Pastor’s article from the previous page. 

At St. John’s, we generally celebrate the season of Epiphany with Sunday services, 

usually over three Sundays or more (this year there are seven). For us, the most important 

idea of Epiphany is the “revealing” of the Christ. It begins with His being not only the 

Savior of the Jews, but also the Savior of the Gentiles as He appeared to the Gentile wise 

men. Each Sunday following this festival day reveals a different aspect of Christ being 

our Savior. In His baptism He fulfills all righteousness, and John significantly declares 

that Jesus is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. We also remember 

Jesus beginning His ministry with the proclamation of the Gospel, which gives us hope. 

We can celebrate Epiphany in a personal way each day by remembering our baptism 

and spending time in God’s Word in addition to regularly coming to the Lord’s table to 

receive His holy Supper and hear His Word and forgiveness proclaimed to us. In these 

ways God continues to reveal His Son to us and continues to enlighten us as to what He 

has and continues to give us. As troubled sinners, we are comforted with His message of 

forgiveness and given hope to continue to start each day anew in our walk of faith toward 

life in heaven with Him. God walks with us! Jesus has come! He is our Emmanuel - God 

WITH us!   

Blessed Epiphany!      

Pastor Lesemann  

 VOTERS’ MEETING VOTERS’ MEETING VOTERS’ MEETING VOTERS’ MEETING ––––    The January Voters’ Meeting of the St. John Voting Member-ship will be held on Sunday, January 29, 2017 at 11:15 am in the church sanctuary.  Due to inclement weather, the December 18, 2016 special voters’ meeting to consider the 2017 St. John Budget was cancelled.  To allow for the Treasurer to make a smooth transition to the 2017 financial year with respect to Concordia Benefits, Social Security and Medicare, and St. John payroll, the Treasurer will begin January 1, 2017 making payroll, payments, etc using the salary recommendations contained in the proposed 2017 budget.  (Note: If the voters approve other salary figures than recommended, the Treasurer will make the appropriate adjustments after the voters’ meeting).  To save space and paper, the Order of Business, the proposed list of offering designations for 2017, and the proposed 2017 Budget are on the bulletin board.   
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BOOK NOOK BOOK NOOK BOOK NOOK BOOK NOOK - Do you like to read books?  Would you 
mind reading some in the church library and submitting 
a little summary of them that could be included in the 
newsletter?  I’d like to add a section to the newsletter 

titled “Book Nook” which would include summaries of books in the 
church library as a way to motivate others to use the library and read the 
books there.  If you’d be interested in reading books (old or new) and sub-
mitting a little summary, please email them to Celeste 
(stjohnstormlake@gmail.com) or drop off a summary in the mailbox     
outside of her office.   
 

OUR FAVORITE BIBLE VERSES OUR FAVORITE BIBLE VERSES OUR FAVORITE BIBLE VERSES OUR FAVORITE BIBLE VERSES - Do you have a favorite Bible 
verse?  Celeste would like to start a new section in the newsletter    
featuring the favorite Bible verses of St. John members.  If you would 
like your favorite Bible verses featured, please email them to Celeste 
(stjohnstormlake@gmail.com) or drop them off in the mailbox outside of 
her office.  Names are optional, but I’d like to include the Bible verse and 
the reason why you like it.  You can submit as many verses as you like; 
there’s no limit!   
 

THANK YOU - Dear fellow members of St. John, Amy and I want to thank you 

for the many cards, gifts, special treats, words of thanks and blessings you have given to 

us and our family for Christmas...all the attention is very humbling but very much appre-

ciated! You are a wonderful blessing! May God continue to bless you all for your demon-

stration of your love of God in Christ to us! In His grace, Pastor Lesemann and family. 

 

THANK YOU for making my Christmas special with all the cards and various 

gifts.  God has blessed me by sending me to St. John.  I hope you all have a wonderful 

new year as we await God’s promises!  Celeste ☺ 

 

THANK YOU to the members of the congregation for their cards and gifts       

received at Christmas.  Your thoughtfulness is appreciated as are your kind comments on 

the music for the festival season.  We at St. John are so blessed to have talented and     

dedicated people who assist in the music ministry. Suzanne Winterhof 
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PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - It’s a new year, so I’d like to        
include a few new sections in the newsletter.  In other 
church newsletters, I’ve seen a section where they       
feature a few families from the congregation and ask 
that members pray for those families during the current 
month.  That is a good way to reach out to others in our 
midst.  Ephesians 6:18 states, “be alert and always keep 
on praying for all the Lord’s people.”  With that verse in 
mind, I hope to go through the directory (alphabetically) 

and feature four families in each newsletter that everyone can pray for.  Some 
items to include in your prayers might be if they are sick, ask for healing and 
patience; if they are active members, ask God to keep their faith strong; if they 
have not been in church recently, ask God to help them reestablish connections 
with their faith; if they are near death, pray for God’s blessings and assurance 
of their faith.  The first members on our prayer list are Suzi Aikman, Sefton 
Akin, Hope (Brian) Anderson, and Joey Anderson.   
 

THE LADIES’ AID hosted its annual Advent/Christmas Luncheon on    
Saturday, Dec. 10.  Loretta Rehnstrom, Deb Matasovsky, and Nyarok Chan 
were in charge of arrangements. Hot cider greeted the guests as they 
came. An array of hot dishes and side dishes furnished by the guests provided 
a sumptuous meal.   
    The opening devotions presented by Diane Krueger focused our thoughts on 
the meaning of Christ’s birth and gave the group an opportunity to sing two     
Advent/Christmas songs together.  Suzanne Winterhof was in charge of the    
program, “The Story Behind the Song.” She told the origins of several           
traditional carols and popular Christmas songs.  The songs were sung and 
played by various people:  Amy Lesemann, Jan Magnussen, Audrey Guts, Deb               
Matasovsky, Diane Overmohle, Vernon Winterhof, and Lynn Hardt. 
     This event provided an opportunity for our St. John family to celebrate        
together during this Holy Season. 
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CHRISTMAS DINNER - On Sunday evening, December 11, the Christian 

Fellowship Society gathered for its annual Christmas dinner.  Each member had 

been assigned to bring a portion of the meal.  Vernon and Suzanne Wnterhof 

were in charge of arrangements.  Since the event was originally a progressive 

event from home to home, the idea was revived this year by having various 

courses of the meal in different rooms on first floor.  Games were interspersed 

between the courses and the dessert course was followed by a devotional 

meditation on angels incorporating the singing of Christmas carols related to 

angels. 

 

EPIPHANY - The Epiphany season follows “The Twelve Days of       
Christmas.”  This word itself means “to make known.”  This is a time of the 
church year when the lessons focus on the early life of Christ, and his miracles –
how he made himself known as the Son of God.  The length of the Epiphany 
Season depends upon when Easter falls—and this year it is late, so we have 8 
Sundays including Transfiguration.  During Epiphany this year our attention will 
be drawn to the “gifts of the Spirit” and how they relate to our faith life. 

 

     MUSICAL NOTES MUSICAL NOTES MUSICAL NOTES MUSICAL NOTES ----    The month of December was a busy one 
for musical groups at the church.  On Sunday, December 11, 
the message for the day was interspersed with songs by the choir 
from the cantata, “Carols for Christmas” by Joseph Martin.  The 
St. John Instrumental Ensemble supported the congregational 
singing. 
     The St. John Choir accepted an invitation to sing at the      
Otsego Place Open House on December 18.  In spite of the   

severe cold outside, the group warmed the hearts of the residents with Christmas    
music. 
    The Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services were enhanced with selections by 
the St. John Choir and accompaniments and special music played by the St. John    
Instrumental Ensemble. 
     The congregation is so blessed to have these people who are willing to share their 
God-given talents . 
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Acknowledgments  
By: Celeste Cummins 

 

  Have you ever received acknowledgment or recognition for something 

you’ve done?  It gives you a good feeling to know that someone            

appreciated your efforts.   

  Each month in 2016, I sent a card to someone in my life who has made 

an impact on me.  My plan was to acknowledge them and let them know 

that I appreciate them. I think the idea came (in part) from an episode of 

“Little House on the Prairie.” In that episode, an elderly woman named 

Amy Herndon is fed up that people only gather to say good things to you 

after you have died.  She thinks those thoughts should be shared while 

you are still alive so you can hear them and appreciate the fact that you 

have helped others, instead of wondering if your life has had any impact 

on those around you. Despite their protests, Amy enlists the help of 

Charles Ingalls and Dr. Baker to fake her own death.  Disguised in a black 

dress with a veil covering her face, she is on hand at her own wake       

mingling with the crowd and hearing what people, including her children 

who she hasn’t seen for years, have to say about her. It was actually quite 

an ingenious plan because she was able to find out how much of an       

influence and impact she had on others.   

  Have you watched someone receive an award, especially some kind of 

music award on TV?  They have a long list of people they would like to 

thank, but have you ever noticed who is at the bottom of that list?  It’s 

always God - if He even makes the list at all. I think that's sad. We don't 

stop to thank God or the people in our lives for the special impact they 

have had on us.   

  This year, I'd encourage you to make a list of 12 people who have had an 

impact on your life.  Choose a different person each month to send a 

card to and thank them for how they have influenced your life. You 

might just make their day!    

 



 

 9 

When You Belittle, You Become Little 
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.  
1 Thessalonians 5:11 

    Here are four questions you need to be able to answer:  

1) Do people feel better about themselves after spending time with 

you?  

2) Are your expectations so high that you focus on people’s          

shortcomings instead of their strengths?  

3) When somebody speaks well of a person you don’t particularly 

like, do you feel the need to inject a disparaging remark?  

4) Are you so insecure and lacking in self-worth that you only feel 

good about yourself by putting others down?  

    Well, how did you do on the test? If you’re not four-for-four, it’s time to 

spend time with God in prayer and ask Him to help you change your attitude 

and what comes out of your mouth. Paul says, ‘Do not let any unwholesome 

talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up 

according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen’ (Ephesians 

4:29). Words are like hammers: they can be used to break down or build up. 

It all depends on the person swinging the hammer! It’s just as easy to be part 

of the construction crew as it is to be a member of the wrecking crew. Make a 

habit of encouraging your family and your friends. Let your wife know she’s 

the only woman in the world for you. Express appreciation for your           

husband’s care and sense of responsibility. Applaud your teenager for avoid-

ing drugs and alcohol. Thank your friends for keeping your secrets! Accept 

people as they are, and resist the temptation to constantly ‘fix’ something 

about them. Remember, you only have them for a short time! 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, Help me be a person who builds others up and not a person 

who tears others down. Help me be more like You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen 
Written by Tim Hetzner, President of Lutheran Church Charities   

devotion@lutheranchurchcharties.org 
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Chancel – The section of the church building where the altar and pulpit are located. 

 

Chasuble – A loose fitting, poncho type vestment worn by the celebrant at the Lord’s 

Supper.  It is usually the color of the altar paraments. 

 

Ciborium – Similar in shape to a chalice and covered with a lid, the ciborium contains 

the wafers used in Holy Communion.  Usually, the wafers are transferred to a plate 

(called a paten) before they are distributed. 

 

Concertato (kahn-sir-TAH-toe) – Usually a hymn based composition that brings     

together the contrasting musical forces of congregation, choir, and instruments. 

 

Cope – A vestment worn over an alb or surplice.  It is usually the color of the church 

season. 

 

Crucifer – The person who carries the cross in a procession.  It comes from two Latin 

words which literally mean “to carry a cross.” 

 

Crucifix – A crufix is a cross that bears the image of the crucified Christ.  It is a    

Middle English term that comes from the Latin meaning “fastened to a cross.” 

 

Daily Office – Services of prayer offered at established times each day.  This was   

already customary at the time of Jesus, however, since the Reformation, three times of 

prayer have been used: Matins (morning), Vespers (afternoon/evening), and Compline 

(at the close of the day). 

 

Flagon – This word comes from a Latin word that means “bottle” or “flask.”  A 

flagon is a large pouring vessel that holds the wine for use during Communion.  The 

wine is poured from the flagon into a chalice. 

 

Funeral Pall – A large white cloth that covers the closed casket during a funeral      

service.   The pall symbolizes the new life in Christ given to us at Baptism and fully 

received in death. 
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Attending a wedding for the first time, a little girl whispered to 

her mother, “Why is the bride dressed in white?”  The mother 

replied, “Because white is the color of happiness, and today is 

the happiest day of her life.”  The child thought about this for a 

moment, then said, “So why is the groom wearing black?”   

 

(Contrast that with this little boy’s thinking…) A little boy was attending 

his first wedding.  After the service, his cousin asked him, “How many 

women can a man marry?”  “Sixteen,” the boy responded.  His cousin 

was amazed that he had an answer so quickly.  “How do you know 

that?” his cousin asked.  “Easy,” the little boy said.  “All you have to do 

is add it up, like the Pastor said, 4 better, 4 worse, 4 richer, 4 poorer.”   

 
After a church service one Sunday morning, a young boy suddenly an-
nounced to his mother, “Mom, I’ve decided to become a minister when I 
grow up.”  “That’s ok with us, but what made you decide that?” his mother 
asked.  “Well,” said the little boy, “I have to go to church on Sunday anyway 
and I figured it would be more fun standing up and talking than sitting still 
and listening.”   
 

A boy was watching his father, a Pastor, write a sermon.  “How do you 
know what to say?” he asked.  “Why, God tells me,” his father replied.  
“Oh, then, why do you keep crossing things out?”   
 
A little girl became restless as the preacher’s sermon dragged on 
and on.  Finally, she leaned over to her mother and whispered, 

“Mommy, if we give him the money now, will he let us go?”   
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January Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:   Carolyn Goecke & Megan Hansen 
 

Greeters:     Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

        

     Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

        

Bell Ringers:   Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

         Renae Norwood 

     Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  
          Dave Dose 
 

Acolytes:          Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 
           Nyapal Chuol       

              Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
       Hannah Norwood 
            

 The KAYL Broadcast for this month has been 

sponsored by Harold & Jan Redenbaugh.     

 WE WELCOME YOU TO WE WELCOME YOU TO WE WELCOME YOU TO WE WELCOME YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!     
       Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m. 

        Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.  
              

              402 Lake Ave  

   Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

      Phone: 712-732-2400 

   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

       Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake 

  

Altar FlowersAltar FlowersAltar FlowersAltar Flowers 

1st - Happy New Year! - Hardts 
 

8th - To the glory of God by 
Ron & Barb Walters 
 

15th - In memory of Herbert & 
Linnea Hansen, parents of 
Audrey Gutz & Joann Oatman 
 

22nd -  
 

29th - In memory of Marvin 
Goldsmith. 

 

 

 

 

 
Musicians are encouraged to share their 
talents during our worship services 
throughout the year.  If you play an 
instrument or would like to join the 
choir, please contact our music director,  
Suzanne Winterhof.  The choir rehearses 
each Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm.  
New members are always welcome. 

St. John is a member of 

the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod (LCMS) 


