St. John Eagle

Y O U R S O U R C E O F S P I R I T U A L N O U R I S H M E N T
F O R Y O U R S O U L T H R O U G H T H E W O R D

It’s time for the annual January Voters’ Meeting.
Come join us on Sunday, January 31, 2016
11:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Staff and Special Events
From the Pastor
Funeral Luncheon & Quick Update
Camp Okoboji
Liturgy & Observances
Now What?
Worship Assistants and Flowers
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Sunday School and H.S. Bible
Class begin at 10:30 am.
In January, the classes will meet
at Grace.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof). Pastor Lesemann’s
Bible Study is taking a break
while he fills the Newell vacancy.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped him. Matthew 2:11
The church season of Epiphany is the celebration of the manifestation of Christ to the
Gentiles as represented by those wise men (magi) seeking the King of the Jews. They were
from the East, yet at some point they had been strongly influenced by Judaism, quite
possibly by some of the prophetic writings, especially that of Daniel (9:24-25). It is
theorized that led by this prophecy and also that star, these foreigners finally arrived at the
home of Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus and worshipped Him!
Have you ever heard someone say “I’ve just had an epiphany!” If someone says that I
can almost guarantee you that they are NOT talking about the church season. To have an
“epiphany” is to have a sudden insight to the meaning of something, usually dealing with
something considered commonplace, such as my wife remarking how the football game
makes so much more sense since she learned that only players carrying the ball could be
tackled. (She graciously allowed me to share that ☺). Or it could be realizing the Bible
doesn’t say that Mary road on a donkey to Bethlehem, or that the Bible doesn’t tell us how
many wise men visited the baby Jesus, or learning that Jesus and John the Baptizer were
actually second cousins!
Our season of Epiphany and “having an epiphany” aren’t necessarily one in the same,
BUT we can have the experience of the wise men that visited Jesus. By the power of the
Holy Spirit that brought us to faith at our baptism or to faith when we first heard the
Gospel message and believed, we have a divinely given epiphany which gives us forgiveness of our sins and life eternal in heaven!
This spiritual epiphany is something that continues to amaze us throughout our lives as
we grow in faith and in the realization of what God is willing to do out of His love for us!
May we be like those wise men, seeking the things of God and responding to Him with joy
and thanksgiving for sending His Son Jesus to save us!
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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A funeral service for Marlene Grunig was held on
December 18, 2015 at 1:30 pm at St. John. Following
the service, bars, cakes, and coffee were served. Group
4 was in charge. Those furnishing or serving the food
included Laura Bumann, Marge Manteufel, Florence
Goldsmith, Renae Norwood, Naomi Benna, Marleen Otto,
Nyarok Chan, Linda Falck, Jerene Neir, Sharen Peters,
Lorna Lussman, Eileen Mandernach, Loretta Rehnstrom,
Karen Fletcher, and Donna Truelsen. Additional helpers
were Marvin Bumann, Deb Jesse, Kevin Jesse, and Bob
Fletcher. Thank you to everyone.
COFFEE HOUR – Beginning in January 2016, Parish
Relations is going to try something new on the first Sunday of
each month for Coffee Hour. We have decided to set aside
the first Sunday of each month as a “Birthday Celebration”
honoring all those who have birthdays during that month.
Cake/cupcakes will be provided by Parish Relations. If you
have a birthday in January, come celebrate with us on January
3, 2016! Each first Sunday of the month will be reserved for
the “Birthday Celebrations” for that month; the remaining Sundays will continue as usual
for Coffee Hour with people donating food and serving it. If you would like to donate food
or serve for Coffee Hour, please contact Lois Lytle (732-4087).
DECISION AMERICA TOUR 2016 with Franklin Graham is coming to the Iowa
State Capitol in Des Moines at noon on Tuesday, January 5, 2016. Franklin Graham states,
“I am going to every state in our country to challenge Christians to live out their faith at
home, in public and at the ballot box - and I will share the Gospel.” More information
about this can be found at www.decisionamericatour.com.
LOST - A small, flat black purse (approx 5 x 7) was lost at the Children’s
Christmas Service on Sunday, December 20th. The purse has a zipper on top with a wrist
strap. There’s also a zipper on the back. On the front of the purse is a border of black and
white circles. Inside the purse are Kleenex, medicines, a pony tail holder, and a note with
my name and address. It had been in the fourth pew. If you have found this, please return it
to the office. Thanks!

4

LCEF - Many people invest with Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) to ensure ministries have the funds they need to continue making an impact on their community and for God’s
people. The mission of Lutheran Church Extension Fund is to provide opportunity to make funds
and services available in support of the Great Commission through The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod. As of November 30, 2015, 1187 investments in Iowa District West totaled $30,608,683.
These investments provide opportunity for 27 loans totaling $9,325,750. LCEF puts invested dollars
to work in mission and ministry right here in Iowa District West. If you are interested in investing
in the ministry of LCEF or if you have questions on the loans and services provided to our congregations, please contact Carole White (carole.white@idwlcms.org).

Young Adults Needed to Help Serve the 2016 LCMS National Youth Gathering The Young Adult Volunteers (YAV) Corps wants YOU! YAVs serve as role models for the
teen participants while working in specific areas of the Gathering. Eligibility: Be 19-25
years old at the time of the Gathering and at least one year out of high school; have a willingness to serve as well as a commitment to perform specific volunteer tasks. You can find
more information about YAVs and apply here: http://www.lcmsgathering.com/yav/. Don’t
delay, registration closes on December 31.
HUNGER AWARENESS – One in eight adults and one in five children across the state
of Iowa do not know where their next meal is coming from. You can help those in our
community who are struggling with this issue by joining us for the B.V. County Hunger
Dialogue on Friday, January 22, 2016 from 9:00 am – Noon at Our Place (next to Lakeside
Presbyterian Church). The goal is to decide together community priorities and brainstorm
action steps necessary to address those needs.
Please contact Di Daniels
(didaniels2009@gmail.com) or Renea Kestel (renea.kestel@tyson.com) with questions.
Pre-registration is encouraged, but registration will take place the day of the event as well.
The event is free and open to everyone.
DID YOU KNOW? - The Lutheran Hour Float is the only religious float in the
Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade held each New Years Day.
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS - As the year comes to a close, it is possible you
have Thrivent Choice Dollars you have not designated to a charitable organization. Many
members have designated these funds to St. John. You can check your account on-line or
call 800-847-4836. To be counted toward 2015 contributions at St. John, please make your
designations before December 31, 2015.
YEAR END OFFERINGS - In order to be
counted for 2015, all offerings must be in the office by
December 31, 2015.
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Pastor Lesemann and St. John’s Lutheran
Staff and Members:
Thank you for being the central part of
Marlene Grunig’s life. Mom’s church has
been extremely important to her.
She
dearly loved her church family.
Thanks to the choir for offering two special anthems for her funeral. We
would also like to thank Suzanne for playing three hymns from her funeral
wishes and the ladies aid for graciously serving refreshments.
Pastor Lesemann, you were very special to mom. She truly appreciated
the many visits by members and you. Taking communion to her multiple
times was one of her cherished blessings.
The funeral service message was an accurate summation of our mother’s
personality, faith, and life. We received many compliments regarding the
service. Everyone loved it!
Sincerely,
Tom, Sue, Mary, and Families
PLEASE, WE NEED YOUR HELP. It is a monumental task to keep our church
records up-to-date. If you have obtained a new address or phone number within
the past two years, please contact Celeste at the church office (732-2400) or Lois
Lytle at 732-4087. This information should include any cell phone numbers or
email addresses. If you have adult children who have moved away but have
retained their membership at St. John, please also give us the current information
for them. A new church annual report with the church directory will be published
after the new year. Information that you prefer not to be included in the directory,
simply indicate so. It will at least be available for the church records.

THE HARVEST - “After much deliberation and in agreement with our ministry partners,
we believe...it would be best to end publication of The Harvest and look for other innovative
ways to share the news of our work together and to communicate the mission and ministry of
the Iowa District West.” You can look for the information that had appeared in The Harvest
to now be included in the Iowa District West insert of The Lutheran Witness and on our website (www.idwlcms.org). Also, the IDW website includes The Monthly, which is the most
comprehensive and up to date publication of the IDW. “We understand that some of you
may be disappointed with this decision. But it is our prayer that as we move forward...you
will move forward with us. That together we will be: On a Mission to Support Christ’s
Mission!” - President Steve Turner
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EVANGELISM WORKSHOP - Join us for “Every One His Witness” workshop for personal
evangelism. This workshop is oriented toward individual believers who wish to be more
effective witnesses of Jesus in their everyday lives. Utilizes the “LASSIE” approach: Listen,
Ask, Seek, Share, Invite, Encourage. Contact Rev. Mark Gerken (515-570-2331) for more
information or to schedule a workshop led by Office of National Mission reps. A 12-18
month process in which members of your congregation experience what it means to live
with Jesus on mission in a supportive and encouraging small community! Training
opportunities January 29-30 or March 11-12.

MISSION TRIPS FOR 2016 - What’s in the “IOWAY bag” for mission trips?
Currently scheduled trips, information and registration forms are at www.idwlcms.org.
Additional trips will be announced. Here’s what we have available now.


May 6-7, 2016: Camp Okoboji Volunteer Weekend



August 5-7, 2016: Omaha, NE, Servant Event



September 30-October 1, 2016: Camp Okoboji Volunteer Weekend



December 28, 2016 to January 4, 2017: Pasadena, CA, to decorate floats for the
Rose Parade and outreach to the homeless on Skid Row



Our Haiti outreach will continue. If you sponsored a child in Haiti, please
consider continuing that sponsorship so the child you sponsored will not have to
leave school because they do not have the needed financial support.

God’s blessings as we work together to reach out to those in need. If you have any
questions or would like more information, please contact Ellie Menz - IOWAY Director
ellie.menz@idwlcms.org or call 515-370-1159.
LCEF SCHOLARSHIPS - The Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) is awarding
six $1,000 scholarships this year. You may attend any college as long as it is accredited.
Awards are not based on the type of degree you are pursuing. To be eligible, students
must be a current LCMS member of Iowa Districts East or West, Minnesota North or
South, North Dakota, North or South Wisconsin. A one-page essay and letters of recommendation are required. Graduating seniors and current college students should visit
lcefuppermidwest.org/scholarships for qualification details and application. Applications
are due February 28, 2016.
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2016 THEME
The 2016 Theme for Camp Okoboji will be “In Christ Alone…We
Stand.” We are partnering with the LCMS National Youth Gathering
in proclaiming that our faith is “In Christ Alone”!

FAMILY ICE FISHING RETREAT - January 29-31, 2016 at Camp Okoboji. This will
be the 6th Annual Family Ice Fishing Retreat. Activities include ice fishing, a Chili Cookoff at the Event Center in Spirit Lake, family activities at Camp (in case the fish aren’t biting!), morning and evening devotions, and much more! Register online at
www.campokoboji.org.
C.H.A.O.S. – Christians Hyped About Our Savior! Our 9th Annual Jr. High winter event
will be February 26-27, 2016! Registration will be online starting in January. DCE Tim
Kightlinger from Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Urbandale will be our Bible study leader.
Games and recreation are being planned by DCE Bethany Kuhlmann from St. John in
Honey Creek and Lay Minister Jessica Long from Our Savior in Denison. Music will be
led by Pastor Richard Merrill from St. John in Charter Oak and Vicar Isaac Johnson from
Our Savior in Denison.
CAMP OKOBOJI WEBSITE - Go to www.campokoboji.org and check out the
opportunities available to you and your family for recreation and spiritual growth, as well
as rest and relaxation. Camp Okoboji offers “A friendly, safe, refreshing and relaxing
Christian experience – an exceptional value for you and your family.” Family reunion
facilities, family ministry cabins, and recreational facilities can be found there. Camp
Okoboji is for the entire family. Special rates are in place from Labor Day through the
Thursday before Memorial Day to make it possible for everyone to visit Camp at an affordable price. Give a two-night/three-day stay as a gift to friends or family members for a
special occasion. Call Office Director Kellie Jones (866-449-3326).
LOCAL CAMP DELEGATE - Our local St. John Camp Okoboji delegate is Dave Dose.
If you would like to know anything about what is happening at Camp Okoboji, or if you
have questions that you would like to address to the Camp, give Dave a call and he will be
happy to help you (732-5596).
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In our bulletin, we continue to explain the parts of
the liturgy. In each newsletter, we will provide a
deeper explanation of each of these sections. We
are almost finished with the parts of the Liturgy
and have begun to learn about some of the
Observances that take place within the church.

Pax Domini (POX DOE-nee-nee) - Prior to the distribution of Holy Communion, the Pastor
blesses the people with the words, “The peace of the Lord be with you always.” As with the
Salutation, in our worship folder, we have changed the words to “The peace of the Lord is
with you always,” indicating to us that the Lord is with us always, as He has said in
Matthew 28:20b, “I am with you always” (ESV).
Agnus Dei (AHG-noose DAY-ee) - In John 1:29 when John the Baptist proclaimed,
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,” he was confessing his
faith. When we say those words in the context of the Communion liturgy, it is a prayer
asking Christ for His mercy and peace.
Distribution - During the celebration of Holy Communion, we are united with all those
who share our confession of faith. Try to picture the staggering amount of people who will
be standing before the throne of God on the Last Day. There we will all be united as one in
Christ. As we partake of Holy Communion, we get an earthly glimpse into this Heavenly
reality. We struggle with our bickering, fighting, and disagreements on earth, yet, we are all
one in Christ. As Christ gives us Himself in this Holy Meal, He strengthens that unity and
bids us to love one another as we are sent from the table with the blessing to depart in
peace.

OBSERVANCES
Epiphany - Observed on Januaary 6th, Epiphany is from the Greek meaning “to appear.”
The story of the visit of the Magi is read from Matthew 2, which indicates the church’s
celebration of the proclamation of Jesus’ birth to the Gentiles. In Orthodox churches,
Epiphany still serves as the celebration of Jesus’ birth. However, in the fourth century,
December 25th was established as the day to celebrate Jesus’ birth in the Western world.
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Now What?
By: Celeste Cummins

Christmas is over. The decorations are safely back in their boxes. The tree has been
taken down. Wrapping paper and boxes have been recycled. Relatives have gone back
to their own homes. The new year has begun. You may be asking yourself, “Now
what?”
For many people, the weeks and months following Christmas bring on an increase in
depression. One large Danish study proclaims, “there is a significant uptick in suicide
rates following Christmas” (http://www.healthline.com/health/depression/holidays).
There are
different reasons for this. The long, cold days bring on the dreary feeling
for some people. Other people feel lonely since the relatives have all gone home and
they are now by themselves again. Some worry what the new year will bring to them.
Still some wonder why they spent so much money or gained so much weight and they
worry how they will pay the credit card bill or lose those extra fifteen pounds.
Is there a way out of these post-Christmas blues and the fear of what the new year will
bring? Sure there is!
First, if you are depressed or struggling with sad thoughts, talk to your doctor or see a
counselor. Getting someone else's perspective on your situation may be enough to help
you out and encourage you.
Then, grab your laptop and do a search for Bible verses that contain the phrase “do not
be afraid” (some versions may translate it as “fear not”). Some folks say that phrase is
written in the Bible 365 times and can serve as a daily reminder from God to live every
day being fearless. Regardless of how many occurrences come up with your search
engine, here are a few of my favorites to get you started.
We have just passed Christmas. Did you know that we heard the phrase, “do not be
afraid” four times during the progression of the Christmas story?
 An angel visits Zechariah in the temple and tells him, “Do not be afraid, your
prayer has been heard” (Luke 1:13). Elizabeth would have a son.
 An angel visits Mary and tells her, “Do not be afraid...you will give birth to a
Son” (Luke 1:30-31).
 An angel appears to Joseph in a dream and tells him, “do not be afraid to take
Mary home as your wife” (Matthew 1:20).
(Article continues on the top of the next page)
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Now What? (continued…)
Yet, again, those angels (Christmas sure made them work overtime)! An angel
appeared to the shepherds and began Jesus' birth announcement by stating, “Do not
be afraid” (Luke 2:10).
Here are some more of my favorite “do not be afraid” verses.
 “Haven't I commanded you: be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or
discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go." (Joshua 1:9;
Holman Christian Standard Bible). As we face our fears, it's comforting to know
this was not the only time God told Joshua “do not be afraid” (see also Joshua 8:1,
10:8, and 11:6). So, if God has to remind us a few times, that's ok!
 God's “pep talk” with the prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:8)
 We can't forget the angels' greeting to the women at the tomb on Easter morning
(Matthew 28:5) and Jesus' own advisement to the women (Matthew 28:10).
 When Jesus tells His disciples that the Holy Spirit will be coming, He admonishes
them, “Peace, I leave with you...do not be afraid” (John 14:27).
 We all know the verse that ends, “Be Thou faithful unto death and I will give you
the crown of life,” but did you know that verse actually starts with the words, “Do
not be afraid” (Revelation 2:10)?
Perhaps, we should all use the words “do not be afraid” as our new year's resolution in
2016!
Have a happy new year – and do not be afraid! God is already there waiting for us!


The angel said to them, “Do

not be afraid…” (Luke 2:10).
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO

January Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Carolyn Goecke and Sharen Peters

Greeters:

Saturday

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web:
www.stjohnstormlake.org

Sunday
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Dose
Acolytes:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Nyapal Chuol
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Hannah Norwood

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has yet to be sponsored.

Musicians are encouraged to share their
talents during our worship services
throughout the year. If you play an
instrument or would like to join the
choir, please contact our music director,
Suzanne Winterhof.
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Our choir rehearses each Wednesday
evening at 7:30 pm. New members are
always welcome anytime.

17 - In memory of Herbert & Linnea
Hansen by Audrey Gutz & Joann
Oatman.

Altar Flowers
10 -

24 31 - In memory of Marvin Goldsmith
by Florence
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