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2015

The Circuit Bible Institute
(C.B.I.)
is coming in February.

As you welcome
the new year,
praise our God
Who blesses us
with every good
gift under Heaven.

Staff and Special Events
Pastor Lesemann
January Voters’ Meeting & Budget
Lost
News and Notes
Worship Assistants and Flowers

Please plan to attend and
learn more
about our faith.
Look for a list of classes and
registration information
in the coming weeks.
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

of each month

of each month

++++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries
KAYL 8:00 a.m.
Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders, for ages 3 years
thru 8th grade, and the High
School Bible Class both meet at
10:15 a.m. on the 2nd Floor.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Classes meet at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof) and in the Library
(led by Pastor Lesemann).

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Message from Pastor Lesemann
"That New Year’s Resolution"
I read on the internet the other day that the practice of making New Year’s resolutions goes
back over 3,000 years to the ancient Babylonians (Really? Yes, really.). So this world has a LONG
history of people resolute to “make a new start” and change their life in some way. Why on January
1? In reality, we know there is no difference between December 31 and January 1, but there is just
something about the start of a new year that gives us the feeling of a fresh start and a new
beginning. Of course, there is no mention of the idea of a New Year’s resolution anywhere in the
Bible, but that doesn’t mean we can’t or shouldn’t make any.
As believers in Christ what is the purpose of any change of our lives? Sure, we can change something to be happier with ourselves or maybe we do it to please someone else, yet what is that really
worth? The goal of any change, if done solely to please ourselves or someone else, is in a way
empty.
What then should be the goal of any resolution we make? The goal should be to make resolutions
that are centered on God’s will in our lives. One helpful article I read on this topic pointed to John
15:5. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” Whatever resolution you make needs to be rooted in
God’s will for you and guided by His Word. That way the resolution will not have just a worldly
purpose but divine AND a lasting purpose. Think of Matthew 6:33, “But seek first his kingdom and
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” If you want your resolution to
succeed then make sure you are first seeking God in your life and what is important to Him.
We’ve heard most of the usual New Year’s resolutions to: eat more healthily, exercise more,
manage money more wisely, spend more time with family, quit smoking, stop drinking and the
like. All these deal with the physical side of life, and there’s nothing wrong with them. But what
about the spiritual side of life? I want to propose to you that the only way true change can happen is
by changing the spiritual side of our lives. How about a resolution to spend more time in God’s
Word, to pray more, or attend a Bible study? In what area does your spiritual life need work? God
will help you do it!
And finally, what is the purpose of anything we do in our lives, be it a resolution or anything?
Psalm 37:5-6, “Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this: He will make your
righteous reward shine like the dawn...” The purpose of our lives, as children of God in Christ
Jesus, is to trust in God and let Him shine His love through us to those around us. That “shining”
may mean making a resolution to change something in our lives that is causing our “light” to be
dimmer than it could be.
To Him be the glory!
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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St. John Voters’ Meeting

Sunday, January 4, 2015

Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order. Nineteen communicant
members were present. (The weather was inclement).
Pastor opened with prayer.
Karen Fletcher — Treasurer
Fletcher went through the proposed 2015 budget (see attached). It marks and increase
of $9,757.13. This means $4,106 is needed weekly. No money was borrowed in 2014.
Harlan Matasovsky made a motion to approve the budget; Dan Coleman seconded it. It
passed by a majority vote.
Fletcher made a motion to allocate the $2,475 undesignated memorial money to the St.
John Capital Improvement Fund. Seconded by Dewey Betts, it passed with a majority voice
vote.
If anyone is interested in auditing the books, please see Executive Director Hardt.
The voters approved pledging $6,000 to Iowa District West as the St. John Mission and
Ministry Commitment.
Dave Dose moved that the $3,995 of Thrivent undesignated memorial monies to
allocated to the Capital Improvement Fund. It was seconded by Harlan Matasovsky and
passed by a majority voice vote.
Committee Reports:
Harlan Matasovsky — Lay Ministers
Several lay ministers are needed for the board.
Audrey Gutz — Evangelism (in absentia)
The cards and movie afternoon socials will continue. This board needs a new director
and new members. If interested, see Henry Hardt.
Jerry Johnson —Young People and Christian Education
Grace Lutheran will host summer VBS and summer Sunday School in 2015.
The National Youth Gathering will be held in New Orleans in July, 2016. Junior High
and Senior High Youth Gatherings are scheduled for fall 2015.
Banana Bunch meets monthly.
Christmas as Methodist Manor with Grace was very successful.
It is this board’s mission to get more parents involved in Faithbuilders in 2015.
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Karen Fletcher — Stewardship
The board ordered the 2015 offering envelopes and designated recipients of special
offerings, a list approved by a majority after a motion made by Kevin Jesse and seconded by
Diane Overmohle was orally voted upon.
Dave Dose — Church Properties
Planter repairs must wait until better weather.
The sanctuary will be kept semi-cool in the summer to avoid humidity problems with
the organ, which was tuned in 2014.
Four church pews were sold; one was donated to the BV courthouse.
Insurance costs will skyrocket unless St. John implements a child protection policy.
Because no decisions are forthcoming from this board concerning furnace repairs and
replacement, and since several options exist, Hardt requested that by the July voters’ meeting the trustees recommend a long-range plan of phases and costs for it.
Administrative Boards:
Harlan Matasovsky — Endowment Fund
The printed report is available upon request from Henry Hardt. The board will
disburse interest income soon.
Additional members of the Endowment Fund are needed.
Executive Director’s Report:
Pastor Lesemann and Vernon Winterhof have agreed to be the St. John delegates to the
2015 Iowa District West Convention. A motion made by Dave Dose and seconded by Ron
Falck was approved by majority voice vote.
A motion was made by Marleen Otto to approve the following nominations for the 2016
Missouri Synod Convention: Rev. Dr. Steven Turner for District President, Rev. Richard
Merrill for chairman of the Youth Services Department, and Rev. Mark Hansen for chairman of the Stewardship Department. Seconded by Pastor Lesemann, the motion carried
with a majority voice vote.
Pastor Lesemann’s State of the Parish Report:
Congregation statistics: 489 baptized members, 387 confirmed members, 2 baptisms, 2
juniors confirmed, 1 profession of faith, 1 transfer in, 1 transfer out, 8 deaths, 34 enrolled in
Faithbuilders, average weekly attendance 100.
Pastor is considering a traditional worship service and also a TV screen for services. He
spoke briefly of the Ethiopian ministry and of the Sudanese ministry.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:20. We closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.
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Lost!!!
By: Celeste Cummins
The Gospel lesson from January 4th about Jesus remaining behind in the temple at Jerusalem
(Luke 2:41-52) always makes me panic. I know how Mary felt when she informed Jesus that they
had been looking for Him “in great distress” (v. 48). You see, I have been that panicked mother
looking for a lost child, not once, not even twice, but three times (yes, three times)!
The first time was at the River Hills Mall in Mankato, MN on the day after Thanksgiving (yes,
the busiest shopping day of the year). I was at a table with two month old Sarah, while Kristine
(4) and Matthew (3) were with their dad. Craig came back with only Kristine. I knew that wasn’t
a good sign. I stayed with the girls, but it took another four minutes before Craig found Matthew.
Even at his young age, Matthew could tell I was distraught. For the rest of the day, he kept telling
me, “I’m here now, Mommie.”
Seven years later (almost to the day), Matthew called from his dad’s house and told me, “I have
the most terrible news about Sarah.” (You really get a bad feeling when you hear that). After a
bit more conversation back and forth, he told me the three terrifying words, “Sarah is lost.” After
a series of phone calls and by using mother’s intuition, I located her at a friend’s house four
minutes later.
A little less than two years later, it would happen again. My friend, who works at Walmart,
called me and informed me that Craig could not find Sarah in the store. The employees were
searching for her, but Craig did not want them to call a Code Adam (for a missing child). She
asked for Craig’s phone number so they could call him to see if he had found Sarah. I gave it to
her and waited to hear back from her. Four minutes later (what’s with that time?!?), my friend
called back to tell me that Sarah was with Craig.
Like Mary, I was in “great distress” each time. I was frantic wondering where my kids were and
if I would ever see them again. Thousands of thoughts were going through my mind at the same
time. Mingled with those thoughts were lots of prayers to God begging that Matthew and Sarah
would be found—safe and soon!
But, you know the funny thing? When a child is lost, they don’t really seem to think of themselves as lost. Why should they? After all, they know exactly where they are all the time, so
what’s to worry about? They have the same attitude Jesus did, “Why were you looking for
me?” (v.49). When Sarah was lost the first time, she was at a friend’s house; the second time, she
was looking at guinea pig items. In her mind, she wasn’t “lost” either time; she knew exactly
where she was.
There are people in the world just like that. They don’t see themselves as lost, either, but they
are. They are spiritually lost. In the same way that Mary and I searched for our kids, God is
searching for them and wanting them to return to Him. Just as Jesus and my kids did not feel lost,
these individuals don’t feel lost either. Whether someone is physically lost, spiritually lost, or
both, sometimes people get into situations that are beyond their control. At times like that, all we
can do is pray and ask God to work out the situation because He is the only one who always has
everything under control.
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THE KAYL SIGN UP SHEET has been posted
on the bulletin board for 2015. The cost for each
month’s broadcast is $34.00, which is payable to St.
John Lutheran Church. Please write “KAYL” on the
memo line so it can be designated properly.
THE 2015 FLOWER CHART has not arrived yet. In the interim, a temporary chart
has been placed on the bulletin board for those of you who would like to sponsor flowers in
January 2015. All Sundays are still available. The cost remains $17.12.
ALTAR GUILD – Looking for a new way to serve God this year? Consider joining
Altar Guild. Openings are still available for 2015. For more information, please contact
Donna Jean Truelsen (732-3461).
GREETER’S LIST – If you would like to be a greeter in 2015, all months are still
available (that’s the nice thing about starting a new year – it’s an open slate)! A sign up
sheet has been placed on the table in the front entryway for your convenience.
IN APPRECIATION - Dear fellow members of St. John,
Amy and I want to thank you for the many cards, gifts and words of
thanks and blessings you have given to us and our family this
Christmas. All the attention is very humbling and much appreciated.
May God continue to bless you all for your demonstration of your love
of God in Christ to us! In His grace, Pastor Lesemann and family.
THANK YOU for all the wonderful Christmas thoughts, wishes,
and gifts that I received during this holiday season. I am humbled
and very grateful for all the blessings I received from all of you. All
of my card making supplies are already packed, so I won’t be able to
send each of you a personal thank you this year. Still, I hope that
you all enjoyed a Merry Christmas and I wish God’s blessings on all
of you in the New Year. Thank you for your generosity! Celeste ☺
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LIBRARY NOTES - Dear fellow members and users of the
library; We have gone through most of the materials in the library and
removed various things for the following reasons: 1.) It was dated
material, or 2.) It was material that was readily available and/or better
suited for the public library, or 3.) It was in poor condition or was a
duplicate that we didn’t need multiple copies of, or 4.) It hadn’t ever
been checked out by anyone...ever! That said, we did leave quite a few
books old and new. Still, we want your opinion. All the books and
materials that we have removed are still here. We have put them
TEMPORARILY in the quilting room and we’d like you to look through them and tell us
which ones, if any, you think should be returned to the library. Then, after they have been
reexamined, we will announce when you can go through them and decide if there are any
you’d like to have. Next, we will ask the area LCMS pastors to have a look. And after that
they will be donated to the Historical Society for their annual book sale. Thank you for
your help with this project! God bless you all! In His grace, Pastor Lesemann
Have You Made Your New Year Resolutions? Make one to be a volunteer at the
36th Biennial LWML Convention in June. Take advantage of a registration discount for
serving two 4-hour shifts. We fervently pray for our leaders, planners and volunteers who
are diligently working to glorify Our Lord during this national event. The deadline to
submit your Call for Workers form is January 15. Order your convention shirt by going to
your district website http://idwlcms.org/lwmlnews.php or http://www.lwml-ied.org/. Be
sure and read through the Host Committee Convention Newsletter Bountiful Blessings to
stay informed and learn about the harvest of workers. “Let your light shine before men in
such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in
heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
JANUARY CALENDAR - If you’re looking for the January
calendar, it was printed separately and is available on the table in the
front entryway. Please pick up a copy from there, if you have not already
taken one home with you.
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR SOUL
THROUGH THE WORD.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

To God be all the Glory.
We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

January Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Sharen Peters and Carolyn Goecke

Greeters:

Saturday
Sunday

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Dose
Acolytes:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Addy Hogrefe
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Hannah Norwood

Special Music
You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at
St. John.
The
choir
rehearses at
7:30 pm on
Wednesday
evenings.

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has been sponsored anonymously.

Altar Flowers
The flower chart for the month
of January is not available yet.
A temporary one has been
placed on the bulletin board.
When the “real” one arrives, a
note will be placed in the
bulletin and people will be
encouraged to sign up to
sponsor flowers on a Sunday
of their choice. The available
Sundays in January are the
4th, 11th, 18th, and 27th.
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