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Decisions!
Decisions!
Join us on Sunday,
January 26th
11:15 am
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for our first
Voters’meeting
of the
New Year.
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Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
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MUSIC DIRECTOR:
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Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

of each month

of each month

KAYL 8:00 a.m.
Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders will be
taking a break in January
and February. The H.S.
Bible class will still meet.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

S T . J O H N EA G L E
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“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not
leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds
it?” Luke 15:4
I am working on a resolution for the New Year and it is something this: that the Holy
Spirit would open my eyes to see the lost around me that I may engage them with the love
of God and the message of Jesus!
When you walk on the street, shop in the grocery store, are at work, or at school, what
do you see? The truth is we live and move among the walking dead, i.e. those who do not
believe in Jesus.
Jesus talked about hell more than anyone in the Bible - even more than He talked about
heaven. Soon He, “…will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming
fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power…” (2 Thessalonians 1:79). Without faith in Jesus the unbelievers, the “walking dead” of this world, are destined
for hell.
We all have someone in our lives . . . someone in our family, someone in our neighborhood, or someone at the dry cleaner, the garage, the farm supply, Wal-Mart, grocery store,
etc. who is sleepwalking toward the precipice of hell. Yet when we think of our lives, isn’t
there always something that seems more important at the moment than the lost,
consequently diverting our attention away from them? Let us pray that God would, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, help us not to be indifferent to the lost but rather would use us to
pray for them, share His love with them and tell them about Jesus!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS - Please continue to bring
them to church. You may place them in the basket on the table in the
front entry.
FAITHBUILDERS will not meet on December 29th or during the months
of January and February. However, the H.S. youth Bible study will resume on
January 5th.
YOUTH HANGOUTS will resume on Wednesday night, January 29th
at 7:00 pm.
THANK YOU to group 1 and helpers who served the Marvin Bumann’s
funeral on November 21st.
POBLO (People of the Bible Lutheran Outreach) is an effective
international mission which focuses primarily on immigrants and refugees
here in the U.S. On January 11 & 12, POBLO advocate Tim Bickel will be
at St. John for a presentation during Bible class focusing on “What Every
Christian Should Know” (comparing and contrasting Christianity with
Islam). There will be a door offering collected to help POBLO. Please plan
to attend.
CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON HELD DECEMBER 7
The St. John Christmas Luncheon hosted by the Ladies’ Aid was held at noon on
Saturday, December 7. As people gathered hot cider was enjoyed. An array of various
entrees and side dishes were enjoyed by those attending. A brief program followed.
Jan Magnussen led an opening devotion. Donna Truelsen read brief appropriate Christmas tributes as well as the Christmas account from the Gospel of Luke. The December
issue of the Lutheran Witness had an article about five myths surrounding Christmas
songs, and Suzanne Winterhof identified them and led the group in singing the songs
mentioned. One of the best comments of the day by a guest was, “This is such a nice
event! I can’t understand why everyone doesn’t participate.”
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MUSIC NOTES
A special feature of the Advent/Christmas season is the music. Those worshipping at
St. John had the opportunity to join in the singing of the beloved carols and hearing
arrangements of these melodies played and sung.
Highlight of the month was the presentation by the St. John Choir of the cantata, “The
Voices of Christmas.” In an effort to minister to the entire congregation and community,
the cantata was presented at both the Saturday evening and Sunday morning worship
services on December 7 and 8. Eight other members of the congregation served as
narrator and readers to present the message of the cantata: we have experienced God’s
redeeming love in sending His Son as the Savior and now our lives are a witness to
others. Thank you to all those who made this event possible.
We are also grateful to those who provided special music during the month: Jenna
Kitchenmaster, Lynn and Marie Hardt, Gabriel Lesemann, Matthew Cummins, and Emily
Khamphasouk.
As we begin a new year, we invite all music lovers to offer their talents and praise God
in musical worship.

THANK YOU - Dear fellow members of St. John, Amy and I want to thank you
for the many cards, gifts, yummy treats, words of thanks and blessings you have given to
us and our family this Christmas. All the attention is very humbling but very encouraging
and it is much appreciated! May God continue to bless you all for your demonstration of
your love of God in Christ sent our way! In His grace, Pastor Lesemann and family
MARK YOUR CALENDARS – I would like to invite anyone who is interested to please attend an Evangelism Meeting on Tuesday, January 21st at 7pm in
the fireside room. All I hope to do at this meeting is have an open discussion on
ideas of how God can use St. John in the Storm Lake Community. In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
ROSE BOWL PARADE – This will be the 70th year that the Lutheran Hour has had a
float in the Rose Bowl Parade. It is also the only religious float in the parade on New Year’s Day.
This year, Deaconess Noemi Guerra of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church (West Des
Moines) will be smiling and waving to 1 million people as she sits atop the float. Noemi is the
co-writer of programs for Sentido Latino, a Spanish broadcast produced by Lutheran Hour
Ministries. Her husband, Pastor Lincon Guerra is a Pastor to the Hispanic population in their area.
The best way to watch for the Lutheran Hour float is by tuning in to HGTV (Home and Garden
Television) in your local cable listings (Networks such as ABC and NBC will cover the parade,
but it is not guaranteed that you will see when the LHM float passes by due to TV commercial
breaks and other network commitments).
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Let’s test your knowledge of New Year’s information. Cover the bottom of the page
so you don’t see the answers. Then, circle your guess to see if you’re right.
What does "auld lang syne" mean?
1. "times gone by"
2. "for the future"
3. "old gang sign"
During fireworks shows, what determines the pattern of a firework explosion?
1. the amount of gunpowder
2. timing of the explosion
3. the arrangement of star pellets
Which place was the last to celebrate the new millennium on Jan. 1, 2000?
1. Antarctica
2. Russia
3. Hawaii
What year did the New Year's celebration in Times Square begin?
1. 1904
2. 1912
3. 1933
Correct Answers
#1: "Auld Lang Syne," which means "times gone by," is an extremely old Scottish song that was first
written down in the 1700s.
#2: The pattern that an aerial shell paints in the sky depends on the arrangement of star pellets inside
the shell.
#3: The place that was the first to celebrate New Year's on Jan. 1, 2000, was situated along the International Date Line, which runs through the Pacific Ocean slightly to the west of Hawaii. Hawaii was
therefore one of the very last places to celebrate the new year.
#4: The Times Square celebration started in 1904 to commemorate the opening of the new headquarters of the New York Times.
https://play.howstuffworks.com/quiz/new-years-quiz
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Fear of the Unknown
By: Celeste Cummins

Public speaking. Heights. Bugs and insects. Drowning. Blood/needles. Being enclosed
in small spaces. Flying. Strangers. Zombies. Darkness. What do these words have in
common? They are America’s most common fears.1 According to a Google search, “an
estimated 9.1% of U.S. adults had (a) specific phobia in the past year.”
I have a few fears. One of my oddest ones, though, is the fear of the New Year (yeah, I’m
a little weird). We’re cruising along, we’re content in what we’re doing, and then all of a
sudden, one day, the calendar tells us it’s a new year. Now, what’s going to happen? Will
this new year bring us challenges that we can’t handle? Will we face a health crisis or death?
We are about to enter something new and uncharted. And, if you’re like me, you don’t like
change because something new is scary. In general, all of this falls under the category of
fear of the unknown.
However, some fears have an actual basis. I think my fear of the new year comes from
hearing that my great grandpa died on New Year’s Day. He had surgery at the end of one
year, was stable, and then New Year’s Day arrived and he died in the hospital. Twice my
dad was in the hospital at the end of one year going into the new year. Exactly, 10 years ago
this New Year’s Eve, my daughter Sarah had an emergency appendectomy. She was in the
hospital at the end of 2009 and into the beginning of 2010. During each of these times, I was
terrified that history would repeat itself.
A phobia is an overwhelming, irrational, and persistent fear that leads to avoiding the
object or situation.2 While I can’t exactly avoid New Year’s Day each year, there are some
techniques we can use to deal with our fears. With many people making New Year’s
Resolutions this time of the year, this is a good time to address your fears. Pray about them.
Talk to a friend, counselor, or Pastor. Consult with a doctor about prescription medicines.
Gradually expose yourself to the fear and eventually overcome it that way.
We will have fears in life. There will always be something that’s unknown and fearful for
us. We do the best we can here with sin, temptation, troubles, and death surrounding us as
we look forward to the time when we’re in Heaven where we are promised there will be no
fear, no crying, no death, no sadness – only eternal joy and happiness!
1

https://www.doitbest.com/pages/americas-most-common-fears
https://www.verywellmind.com/prevalence-of-phobias-in-the-united-states-2671912
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

January Worship Assistants
Altar Guild: Carolyn Goecke & Louise Schmeling
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has yet to be sponsored.

Altar Flowers
5th - Florence Goldsmith in
memory of Marvin Goldsmith.
12th -

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
New members are always welcome.

19th 26th -
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