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2019 

 

 

Sunday,  

February  

24th  

11:30 a.m. 
 

 

Please join Parish Relations at our  

Congregational Valentine’s Dinner 

on Sunday, February 24th  

at 11:30 a.m. 

 

More details will be coming in the bulletins  

over the next few weeks.   
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  

KAYL 8:00 a.m. 

Every Sunday 

Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 
 
 

PASTOR: 
Rev. Bruce Lesemann 
Home: 712-732-0161 

 
 
 
       SECRETARY: 
     Celeste Cummins 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
MUSIC DIRECTOR: 
Suzanne Winterhof 

 
 
 
 

CUSTODIAN: 
Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFF 

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof). 

Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in 

the library at the same time.   

Faithbuilders meets every 

Sunday at 10:15 am. Join 

us and bring a friend!   
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His Love 
One of the most talked about positive topics of the Bible is love. This 

makes sense, especially since the Bible tells us in 1 John 4:8 that “God 

is love.” Without love, especially His love for us, what would our 

world be like? I hate to imagine, but I do know we would all be lost. 

His love is what drove Him to make a way for us to be saved from the mess we got ourselves 

into at the Garden of Eden. That solution to save us was pure act of love. 1 John 4:9-10         

reminds us, “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 

Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved 

God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

What an amazing thing He has done for us! As John 15:13 tells us, “Greater love has no one 

than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” Jesus loves you so much that he died to 

save you!  And even more amazing is that you didn’t have to do anything to receive His love 

and forgiveness - He freely gave you your faith, which is all that is required for your salvation. 

For this great gift God deserves our praise and thanksgiving, but He especially deserves our 

love. Out of gratitude to God we are to live our lives sharing that love and forgiveness. And 

although many people treat it as such, this task isn’t optional! In John 13:34, Jesus tells us, “A 

new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one    

another.” And very similar in Ephesians 4:32, “Be kind and compassionate to one another, 

forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”  How are you doing with this         

commandment to love and forgive others as Jesus loves and has forgiven you? 

Now before you feel the weight of guilt thinking that you struggle in this task of loving    

others, realize it is not really something you do on your own. It is Jesus living in us who is   

enabling us to know and share His love. As it says in Ephesians 3:17-19, “so that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have 

strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 

depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with 

all the fullness of God.” Your faith in Christ, given to you by the Holy Spirit, grounds you in 

His love and allows you to know that love. And now filled with the fullness of God you are 

His instrument of love towards others. 

My prayer is for all people to know that love! And I also pray that we would share the love 

that God gives so freely. Share Jesus’ love with a smile or a word of cheer.  Share His love by 

praying for someone.  Share His love by helping someone in need.  Share His love by telling 

someone about Jesus. Share His love by inviting someone to church. Let us share God’s love 

with believers and non-believers alike. When we do, we will build up one another in our faith 

and also point the world to Jesus, who shows us what love really is. 

In His grace, 

Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann 
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PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, 

“be alert and always keep on praying for all the 

Lord’s people.” With that verse in mind, we are 

praying our way through the directory 

(alphabetically).  Families will be featured in each newsletter that every-

one can pray for.  Some items to include in your prayers might be if they 

are sick, ask for healing and patience; if they are active members, ask 

God to keep their faith strong; if they have not been in church recently, ask God to help 

them reestablish connections with their faith; if they are near death, pray for God’s      

blessings and assurance of their faith.  The next members on our prayer list are the Watts 

family: (Doug), Sandra, Sierra, & Austin; Darcey & Chance Webber; the Wendt families: 

Ron, Michelle, Travis, (Isabelle), Lilian, Tyler,     Summer, and Callie; Colby Wilken; Gilbert & 

Sally Wilkens; Vernon & Suzanne Winterhof; Kathleen Wipperling/Kyle Wolcott; and      

Michael & Cynthia Wiseman.   
 

HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS - Please continue to bring 

them to church.   
 

             EVERYONE IS INVITED to a congregational        

Valentine’s Dinner on Sunday, February 24, 2019 after    

Sunday School/Bible Class (it will start at 11:30).  The Par-

ish Relations board would like to celebrate Christ’s love 

for us by sharing our love with the congregation. (Doesn’t 

that fit in well with Pastor’s newsletter article)!  All are en-

couraged to attend!  Look for more details and a sign up 

sheet in the coming weeks.  For now, just “save the date!” 

 

LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTIONS - If you enjoy reading and learning 

about religion and our synod, why not subscribe to the Lutheran Witness?  A year 

long subscription (11 issues because the June/July issue is combined) is $22.68.  

Subscriptions and payments are due in the office by Monday, February 25th.  

Please make checks out to “St. John Lutheran Church” and write Lutheran Witness 

on the memo line.  The order form is on the next page. 
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Lutheran Witness Order Form 
Please fill out the form below and return it to the church office by 

Monday, Feb. 25th.   
_____  Yes, I want to receive the Lutheran Witness in 2019. 

_____  No, I do not want to receive the Lutheran Witness in 2019.   

Name __________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________  State _________   Zip Code ______________ 

The cost for a 1 year subscription is $22.68. 
Please make the check out to “St. John Lutheran Church.” 

 
     SEE, HEAR, OR READ is probably the way 

most of us keep up-to-date with life as we know it.  
Television, radio, or newspapers help, but with any 
additional moments we have available, taking 
advantage of a really good book is where we can 
be enlightened and inspired.  Our own church      
library has available many excellent selections 
from Christian authors such as Tracie Peterson, 
Karen Kingsbury, Beverly Lewis, Debbie 
Macomber, and others.  These novels may be      
historical or Christian fiction, but they are so     
genuine to our daily lives.  Some are “stand alone” 

books while others may be part of a series of three to five.  The Heart of 
Alaska by Tracie Peterson/Kimberley Woodhouse is one such series with “In 
the Shadow of Denali” and “Out of the Ashes” being the first two and 
“Under the Midnight Sun,” the third.   
 We are so fortunate to have our own Christian library right here at 
church each day whenever you need a good book to read.  If you need 
help finding a certain book, please call Amy Lesemann.   
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14 x 14 Days of Valentines Envelope Project 
February 2-17, 2019  

 
Select an envelope with the highest amount you can afford to give (they range 
from $2 to $196). Take the attached Valentine’s Day card home with you.  The 

youth decorated them just for you.  Place your donation (cash or check) inside the 
envelope and place it in the offering plate any Sunday between now and            

Valentine’s Day. If you would like the amount credited to your giving statement for 
tax-deductible purposes, be sure to put your name or your offering envelope    

number on the valentine envelope.  We are grateful for any donation, small or 
large; all count toward the goal of supporting youth mission projects and the      

National Youth Gathering. All proceeds will help fund the youth trip to the National 
Youth Gathering this summer to Minneapolis and will go to mission ministry       

projects. Thank you for your support of the youth. For more information contact 
Jerry Johnson, Tiffany Stern or Brooke Groat. Contact Jerry Johnson at           

johnson@bvu.edu, Tiffany Stern at thogrefe@hotmail.com or Brooke Groat at 
mackb1291@gmail.com. 
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Adjusting 
By: Celeste Cummins 

Thursday, January 24, 2019 

   Last month, I wrote about how agonizing it can be when you find yourself waiting for 

something.  The wait seems never ending.  It seems to drag on and on.  Yet, eventually, it 

ends.  What happens after you're done waiting?  The next step is adjusting/getting used to 

whatever just happened.  This period of adjustment can be exciting.  It can be scary.  It is 

often perplexing.  Sometimes, it may even be negative. 

    My update: I've had Rudy, my "new" Equinox, for two weeks now (yes, I'm ok. One of 

my sisters always names her vehicles, so I've picked that up as well).  It has been so fun 

adjusting to him.  This might sound weird, but one of the most exciting things I discovered 

was one night when I turned on my bright lights.  I could see!  It was like driving in the 

day time (yes, I'm still ok.  Silver was old and the technology in his headlights wasn't very 

modern, so it was hard to see at night).  I still don't know all of Rudy's features, but it has 

been exciting getting to know him! 

   Contrast that experience with something that is scary, sad, perplexing, confusing, and just 

uncertain - attempting a conversation with my mom.  You see, whether she knows it or not, 

mom is in some stage of Alzheimer's.  She's been mixing up names for years.  She always 

said it was because she had so many kids (being the youngest of 6, it would take her awhile 

to work through the list to reach my name, but you get used to that).  You don't get used to 

her not knowing how to do things she's always done, or wandering off in the grocery store 

so my sister is left searching for her, or getting lost when trying to visit my nephew when 

there is only one house in between theirs.  Yet, I know this is only the beginning.  It will 

only get worse. 

    However hard to deal with, the effects of sin and disease are part of our lives.  Paul and 

Barnabas faced trials on their journey.  Paul was stoned by the Jews and left for dead!  But, 

the disciples rallied around him and he recovered.  The next day, he and Barnabas traveled 

to other cities and began preaching and encouraging the crowds.  They told the disciples, 

"We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:1-22).  Yes, if 

anyone had to endure "many tribulations," it was the apostle Paul!  Yet, he never gave up.  

Though he prayed three times for God to remove his "thorn," God never did, so Paul said 

he delighted in the weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and difficulties because 

when he was weak, then God was strong (2 Corinthians 12:1-10). 

    Christ Himself told us, "…In this world, you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have 

overcome the world" (John 16:33).  Yes, life is hard, but we look forward to the sure and 

certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, where our perishable bodies will be raised 

imperishable (1 Corinthians 15:42)! 
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February Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:  Lori Dicks & Renae Norwood 

 

Bell Ringers:    Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  
   Henry Hardt       

  Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  
    Dave Stille 
            

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  

has been sponsored by Ron & Jerene Nier.  

 WE WELCOME YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  
       Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m. 

        Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.  
              

              402 Lake Ave  

   Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

      Phone: 712-732-2400 

   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

       Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake 
Altar Flowers 

3 - Johnny & Peg Johnson in   
memory of our parents 
 
10 -  
 
17 -  Richard & Tounh Zwemke 
 
24 -  

 

 

 

 
 

Musicians are encouraged to share 

their talents during our worship   

services throughout the year.  If you 

play an instrument or would like to 

join the choir, please contact our 

music director,  Suzanne Winterhof.  

New members are always welcome. 

The choir rehearses on Wednesday 

evenings at 7:00 pm.   

St. John is a member of 

the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod (LCMS) 


