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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders meets upstairs
at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday.
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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“Return to the Lord!”
As I was preparing for the Lenten Season and our midweek services this year, I was
reminded again of the wonderful truths of God’s Word. The texts that go along with this
year’s midweek Lenten series titled “Return to the Lord!” are no different. Here are some
examples:
“...Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love…” Joel 2:13. In all the difficulties we go through in
life, we have to admit that some of them we bring on to ourselves because of our sin.
Then sometimes in our shame, stubbornness, or fear, we are tempted to run not to God
but away from God. Yet this verse is very clear. We have a gracious and merciful God
who is very patient with us. He abounds in steadfast love and mercy, and we especially
see this demonstrated in His Son Jesus.
“I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist; return to
me, for I have redeemed you.” Isaiah 44:22. This verse reminds us of how God’s mercy
and grace have and will continue to come to us. We have a luxury today that wasn’t yet
known fully in the Old Testament times: we know it that forgiveness comes to us through
His Son. Our transgressions have been blotted out through Jesus’ redeeming blood.
“…the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have
compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” Isaiah 55:7. We
are all unrighteous in our thoughts, words and deeds. Yet God desires for ALL PEOPLE
to return to Him that He may show us compassion as He abundantly pardons through His
Son. May that be in our minds as we interact with the world! There are many who are
unrighteous and do not know Jesus. May God use us to share His message with them so
that they too may receive pardon from their sins!
There are many more verses from the Old Testament that I look forward to sharing
with you dealing with the innumerable benefits of returning to the Lord. For in all of
them we see God’s desire for us: to redeem us and to have relationship with us, that we
would return to Him in faith, trusting in His love and mercy given to us in Jesus. Let us
all return to the Lord, so that we will one day be with Him in heaven.
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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ASH WEDNESDAY is fast approaching! February 14th is
Valentine’s Day, but this year it is also Ash Wednesday. We
will have an Ash Wednesday service with Holy Communion
that evening at 7:00 pm. The following Wednesdays in Lent
(February 21st, 28th, March 7th, 14th, and 21st), our
services will be held at 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm.
PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be alert and always keep
on praying for all the Lord’s people.” With that verse in
mind, we are praying our way through the directory
(alphabetically). Families will be featured in each newsletter
that everyone can pray for. Some items to include in your
prayers might be if they are sick, ask for healing and patience; if they are active members, ask God to keep their
faith strong; if they have not been in church recently, ask
God to help them reestablish connections with their faith; if
they are near death, pray for God’s blessings and
assurance of their faith. The next members on our prayer list are Eduardo,
Melissa, Eduardo Jr., and Sabrina Hernandez, Leah Hoffard & Lennon Braunschweig, Mike & Cindy Hoffard, Ted Hoffman, Derek, Barb, Addyson, & Morgann
Hogrefe, Loggan Norwood, Jerry & Delores Holliday, Marianna Holliman, Keith
(Deborah) Hultgren, Edith Humes, and Samuel Hyde.
INTRODUCING… Gene and Gladys (Kies) Mandernach! They became
members of St. John in 2017. Gene and Gladys were married on December 31,
1964 at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Newell. Gene farmed until 1978 when
they moved to Lakeside. Gene was sign foreman for B.V. County. Gladys was a
secretary for Security Trust & Savings Bank. The Mandernachs have four
children: Brenda & Lance McFadden (Peoria, IL), Doug & Linda Mandernach
(Adel, IA), Rick Mandernach (Storm Lake, IA), and Angel & Joe Russell (Buckley,
WA). They have 9 grandchildren and spend a lot of time going to their games
and programs. Welcome to St. John, Gene & Gladys! We are glad you are
here.
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SPECIAL OFFERING DESIGNATIONS FOR 2018
Initial…………………………………………………………………………….Home
Birthday…………………………………………………………...Mission Central
Ash Wednesday………………………………………………...Friendship Fund
Lent……………………………………………………………...Iowa District West
Holy Week…………………………………………………..Capital Improvement
Easter……………………………………...Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School
Ascension, Pentecost, & Reformation..S.L. Community School (Needy Kids)
Thanksgiving…………………………………………………..Iowa District West
Advent………………………………………………………………..Camp Okoboji
Christmas Eve…………………………...Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School
Christmas Day……………………………………....Lutheran Hour Ministries
New Year’s Eve………………………………………………....Friendship Fund
In 2018, Loose offerings will continue to be divided
between Home and Missions (IDW).

LUTHERAN WITNESS SIGN UP SHEET
If you already receive The Lutheran Witness, now is the time to
renew your subscription. If you do not receive it and would like to begin a
subscription, you may do so at this time, also.

Please fill out the form below and return it to the church office by
Monday, Feb. 26th.
_____ Yes, I want to receive the Lutheran Witness in 2018.
_____ No, I do not want to receive the Lutheran Witness in 2018.
Name __________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
City______________________________ State _________ Zip Code ______________

The cost for a 1 year subscription is $22.67.
Please make the check out to “St. John Lutheran Church.”
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Been There, But Didn't Do That
By: Celeste Cummins

The phrase "been there, done that" means that you have already experienced something. If you are a seasoned parent listening to a younger parent tell about their
parenting woes, you may say, "Been there, done that" to indicate that you understand
what they are going through because you have struggled with it yourself.
In Old Testament times, the high priest was the supreme religious leader of the
Israelites. The high priest held certain duties that only he could perform. One of those
duties was to offer a yearly sacrifice on the Day of Atonement to make amends for his
sins and the sins of all the people. This tradition continued until Christ, the final high
priest, sacrificed Himself once to atone for all sins (Hebrews 10:12).
Hebrews 4:15 tells us a little more about our high priest, Jesus. "For we do not have
a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who
has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet He did not sin." Jesus, our great
high priest, has "been there" through the temptations of every sin that we encounter.
Matthew 4:1-11 lists a series of three temptations that the devil put Jesus through.
This verse in Hebrews points out that Jesus "has been tempted in every way, just as
we are." When you are eyeing your friend's PB&J sandwich, remember, Jesus was
tempted just as we are. When you are tempted by your friend's wife, remember, Jesus,
too, was tempted by pretty women. When you are tempted to cut out of work a little
early, Jesus, too, was tempted to leave the carpentry shop at times. The only
difference between us and Jesus is "He did not sin." No matter what form they
presented themselves in, Jesus never gave in to those temptations. It is because Jesus
did not give in to temptation that we can rejoice. Since He did not sin, He was able to
provide the perfect sacrifice to cover all those times that we have sinned.
The next time you are tempted and you are struggling with the sin that is before
you, take your concerns to Jesus. He will understand and empathize with you as you
face your struggles. He has been there, but He is the only one who can say, "Been
there, but didn't do that." Jesus can give you the patience and the knowledge to be
able to overcome those temptations and free yourself from the power of the devil!
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Just for Fun…
(received via email)
God’s Tradeoff for Iowa
On the sixth day, God turned to the Arch-angel Gabriel and said, “Today I am going to
create an area of land called Iowa. It will be a land of outstanding natural beauty. It shall
have hills and rolling plains full of game, some sparkling lakes, bountiful streams full of
bass, crappies, catfish, and trout. Forests full of deer and cornfields with pheasants and
turkeys and fertile fields all over the state. I shall make the land rich in resources so as to
make these inhabitants known as Iowans the most friendly people on Earth.”
“But, Lord,” said Gabriel. “Don’t you think you are being too generous to these Iowans?”
“Not really,” replied God. “Just wait and see the winters I am going to give them!”
The Explanation of Life
On the first day, God created the dog and said: "Sit all day by the door of your house and bark
at anyone who comes in or walks past. For this I will give you a life span of twenty years."
The dog said, "That's a long time to be barking. How about only ten years and I'll give you back
the other ten?" And God said that it was good.
On the second day, God created the monkey and said, "Entertain people, do tricks, and make
them laugh. For this, I'll give you a twenty-year life span."
The monkey said, "Monkey tricks for twenty years? That's a pretty long time to perform. How
about I give you back ten like the dog did?” And God again said that it was good.
On the third day, God created the cow and said, "You must go into the field with the farmer all
day long and suffer under the sun, have calves and give milk to support the farmer's family. For
this, I will give you a life span of sixty years."
The cow said "That's kind of hard to want me to live for sixty years. How about twenty and I'll
give back the other forty?" And God agreed it was good.
On the fourth day, God created humans and said, "Eat, sleep, play, marry and enjoy your life.
For this, I'll give you twenty years."
But the human said, "Only twenty years? Could you possibly give me twenty, the forty the cow
gave back, the ten the monkey gave back, and the ten the dog gave back; that makes eighty,
okay?"
"Okay," said God, "You asked for it."
So that is why for our first twenty years, we eat, sleep, play and enjoy ourselves. For the next
forty years, we slave in the sun to support our family. For the next ten years, we do monkey tricks
to entertain the grandchildren. And for the last ten years, we sit on the front porch and bark at
everyone. Life has now been explained to you.
There is no need to thank me for this valuable information. I'm doing it as a public service. If
you are looking for me I will be on the front porch.
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

February Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Lori Dicks and Renae Norwood

Greeters:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Ron & Jerene Neir
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Diane Krueger
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Stille
Acolytes:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
Has been sponsored by Ron & Jerene Neir
in honor of their birthdays.

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
The choir will rehearse each
Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm
during the Lenten season. New
members are always welcome.

Altar Flowers
4th 11th - Richard & Tounh Zwemke
18th 25th -

8

