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Ash Wednesday
Chili Souper Supper
The Lenten season begins on
Wednesday, February 10th.
At 7:00 pm, we will have an Ash Wednesday
service with Holy Communion.
Prior to that, from 5:00 - 6:30 pm, please join us
for a chili souper supper
sponsored by the Banana Bunch.
(More details are inside)
Staff and Special Events
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Quick Update
Banana Bunch News and The Lowly
Liturgy and Observances
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Worship Assistants and Flowers
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Sunday School and H.S. Bible
Class begin at 10:30 am.
In February, the classes will
meet at St. John.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof). Pastor Lesemann’s
Bible Study is taking a break
while he fills the Newell vacancy.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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The Final Week
In just a few days on Ash Wednesday, we will gather together in worship and
begin our Lenten season. As always during this season, we contemplate—more than
usual—what Christ came into this world to do: to give up His life in order to save
us! As always our Lenten services will focus on the final week of Christ’s life up to
His crucifixion. And as always we will have those familiar Bible texts depicting that
final week. But what will set apart this year’s Lenten scripture readings from other
years is that our readings for this Lenten series will be derived from The Narrative
Bible in Chronological Order (NIV). During the last two years I have read this
particular Bible from cover to cover and I found it very enlightening! This representation of the Bible rearranges the Scriptures chronologically in the order in which the
biblical events occurred and then ties the text together with insightful narrative
commentary. The Scripture portion of this Bible is not a re-translation but is
composed solely of the New International Version of the Bible. Of course for Lent
we will use those sections that deal with the Passion of Christ taken from the four
Gospels. You will hear the same familiar account, but it will be different in that it
will be all four Gospels integrated into one chronologically-arranged presentation.
Our text will begin in the upper room and the Passover meal, continue to the
Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus’ capture, and His time before the Sanhedrin, Annas,
Caiaphas and the council. It will then proceed to Pilate, Herod, and the angry mob,
and end with Jesus carrying His cross to Calvary and His crucifixion.
I look forward to sharing with you in this manner Jesus’ final week on earth
before his death and resurrection. Through it may we grow even more to appreciate
what Christ endured to redeem us, grant us forgiveness of sins and give us eternal
life!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP SOCIETY - St. John Christian
Fellowship Society met on Sunday, January 24, at 1:30 pm in the
Fireside Room. Harlan Matasovsky opened the meeting with a
devotion recalling the “Heroes of Faith” mentioned in Hebrews 11,
and how faith gives us the strength to live our daily lives.
Thirty-two members and guests heard Kristin Matasovsky tell of
her work teaching in a church school in South Africa. She
described the joy in seeing the students grow...academically, in their faith, and through the
participating in various activities. Kristin also related the challenges of living in a different
culture.
In a brief meeting, Dave Dose asked if anyone would be interested in a tour to the
Creation Museum in northern Kentucky (if you would be interested, contact Dave). Deb
and Harlan Matasovsky provided refreshments.
LENTEN WORSHIP - The season of Lent begins
on Ash Wednesday which occurs on February 10th this
year. The Lenten season is a time of penitence when
Christians reflect on their sinfulness and God’s merciful
love in sending a Savior. Historically, the church has also
used this time as a “teaching time” and to review the
tenets of our faith as taught in the Catechism.
Our Lenten services will be held at 12:30 and 7:00 pm (with the exception of
Ash Wednesday when only a 7:00 pm Communion service is held). Come with
Jesus to Gethsemane, the high priest’s palace, and the court of Pontius Pilate.
Sing and meditate on some of your favorite Lenten hymns. Portions of the
Catechism will be reviewed as we confess our faith.
“Watch and pray” with Jesus during this season. One has said, “You cannot
experience the joy of Easter if you have not traveled the sorrows of Lent.”
MISSION GRANTS AVAILABLE - March 1st is the deadline for submitting
an application for a mission grant from the IDW. Allow the District to partner with
you as God works through your service to grow the Kingdom! Then join us at the
Missions Banquet on Sunday, March 13th from 5:00 - 7:00 pm at St. Paul in Carroll
to hear this year’s grant recipients. Applications can be downloaded and banquet
reservations can be made at www.iowamissions.org.
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WITH GRATITUDE - Dear fellow members of St. John, Amy
and I want to thank you for the many cards, gifts, yummy treats, words
of thanks and blessings you have given to us and our family this
Christmas. All the attention is very humbling and much appreciated!
May God continue to bless you all for your demonstration of your love
of God in Christ to us! In His grace, Pastor Lesemann and family.
THANK YOU from Reverend Arthur and Eva Rickman for the $200.00 given in
support of their mission work.
CBI - The Storm Lake Circuit Bible Institute will be held on Sunday, February
21st from 1:30 - 5:00 at Grace Lutheran Church. A list of topics and presenters is
still to come. Watch your bulletin for this information in the coming weeks.
LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTIONS - It’s time to order The Lutheran
Witness again. The cost for a one year subscription, which includes the IDW insert
each month, remains at $22.01. Please note: though the subscription covers 12
months, only 11 issues are mailed since the June/July issue is a combined edition.
Your subscriptions are due in the office on or before Monday, February 22, 2016.
Checks can be made out to St. John Lutheran Church. To be sure that funds are
designated appropriately, please note “Lutheran Witness” in the memo line. You
may use the order form below.

Please fill out the form below and return it to the church office by Feb. 22.
_____ Yes, I want to receive the Lutheran Witness in 2016.
_____ No, I do not want to receive the Lutheran Witness in 2016.
Name __________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
City______________________________ State _______ Zip Code ______________

The cost for a 1 year subscription is $22.01.
Please make the check out to St. John Lutheran Church.
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The St. John Banana Bunch would
like to share the following items
with you…
WE ARE HOSTING A CHILI SOUPER SUPPER WITH CINNAMON ROLLS ON
ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH
FROM 5:00 PM—6:30 PM! The St. John Youth group is hosting a
meal before the Ash Wednesday evening service. Enjoy a hearty bowl
of chili and homemade cinnamon rolls on Wednesday, February 10,
2016 starting at 5:00 pm and serving in the Fellowship Hall until 6:30
pm or until the pot is empty. This official Banana Bunch event is being
organized by the St. John Youth. All proceeds will help fund the youth trip to the National
Youth Gathering this summer to New Orleans and will also go to mission and ministry
projects.
VALENTINE’S CARDS - 14x14 Days of Valentines
Envelope Project: Select an envelope from February 1st until
February 14th with the highest amount you can afford to give
(they range from $2 to $196). Take the attached Valentine’s
Day card home with you. The youth decorated them just for
you. Place your donation (cash or check) inside the envelope and place it in the offering
plate any Sunday between now and Valentine’s Day. If you would like the amount credited
to your giving statement for tax-deductible purposes, be sure to put your name or your offering envelope number on the valentine envelope. We are grateful for any donation, small or
large; all count toward the goal of supporting youth mission projects and the National Youth
Gathering. The Valentine’s Day cards are hanging in the narthex until February 14th. All
proceeds will help fund the youth trip to the National Youth Gathering this summer to New
Orleans, plus mission and ministry projects.
LOCK-IN WITH SWEN AND DEAN - St. Paul Schaller is organizing a lock-in featuring Swen and
Dean! The high school youth from St. Paul will be hosting a lock-in for 6th-8th grade youth. Come
rock the night away with Swen and Dean while enjoying games, food, prizes, Bible study, and more all this for only $20 per person. The lock-in will be at St. Paul Lutheran Church (402 East 3rd St)
beginning Friday, March 11th at 8:00 pm until Saturday at 8:00 am. There will be more details coming
as the date gets closer. If any Jr High Youth (6th – 8th grade) are interested, please contact Jerry
Johnson (Johnson@bvu.edu or 732-2775).
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The Lowly
By: Celeste Cummins
Low income housing. Food stamps. Government vouchers. WIC program. Homeless
shelters. Soup kitchens. Food banks. What do you think when you hear those words? If
you’re like most people, your thoughts are not very positive. More low income housing in
your community? Forget it! When you hear of someone on food stamps or government
assistance chances are you’re thinking, they need to get a job and stop living off the government. Are these fair assessments? More importantly, are they Christian views?
I have a perpetual Thrivent calendar on my desk. Each day, I am able to flip it over to a
new Bible verse with an encouraging statement to go along with it. The Bible verse for
January 19th is Psalm 138:6, “Though the Lord is exalted, He looks kindly on the lowly.” If
anyone would have a reason to look down their nose and snub off the poor, the lowly, those
living “off the government,” it would be God. After all, He is more exalted, nobler, and more
influential than the highest king, president, and CEO combined. Yet, what attitude does God
give to those who are homeless? This verse says “He looks kindly on the lowly.” He does
not scorn them or put them to shame. He has compassion on them and loves them just as
much as He loves the highest ranking king or president. In God’s eyes, there is no difference
between the person who has an alphabet soup of letters behind their signature and the person
who can barely write his name.
But, you’re thinking, that’s God. That’s not me. I can’t do that. Instead of considering
WWJD (what would Jesus do), let’s consider WWJS (what would Jesus say). When Jesus
was anointed by the woman at Bethany, those who saw it were upset. What was Jesus’
response? “The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you
want…” (Mark 14:7a). Did you notice that? First, Jesus acknowledges that poor people will
always be around; we won’t be able to get rid of them. Second, He advises us to help them.
He doesn’t tell us to ignore them, or shun them, or look down on them. What can I do, you
might be wondering.
In this new year, instead of groaning when you see the newspaper headlines that advertise
new low income housing, pray for these efforts and ask where they need help. Instead of
shaking your head at the woman in front of you as she pays for her groceries with a “food
stamp” card, pray that God would bless her and her family. Volunteer to help at the Monday
night food ministry at the United Methodist Church. Buy some groceries and donate them to
a needy family or to Upper Des Moines. You never know when you will be following the
words of Hebrews 13:1-2, “Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain
strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.”
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In our bulletin, we continue to explain the parts
of the liturgy. In each newsletter, we will
provide a deeper explanation of each of these
sections.
Since there is space in this
newsletter, we will finish the parts of the liturgy
and continue on with the Observances that
take place within the church.
Post-Communion Canticle - The most familiar canticles are the songs of
Zechariah (the Benedictus; Luke 1:68-79), Mary (the Magnificat; Luke 1:46-55),
and Simeon (the Nunc Dimittis, Luke 2:29-32).
Nunc Dimittis (NUNK dih-MIH-tuss) - One of the New Testament canticles,
this was traditionally used during the daily service of Compline and as an
alternate to the Magnificat in the Vespers service. In the LCMS, it has also
become widely used following the distribution of the Lord’s Supper (LSB,
p. 165) because, like Simeon, we have just seen the Lord’s Salvation. Better
yet - we have just tasted and seen that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8).
Benediction - Recall the words of Jesus in the parable of the sheep and the
goats, “Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the
kingdom” (Matthew 25:34). The blessing that God speaks to us in the
Benediction prepares us for that final summons. We Christians are truly
blessed that God does not hide Himself from us. Because of this, we have
peace now, in the Word and Sacraments, and finally, eternal peace in Heaven.
Our liturgy uses two benedictions: the Aaronic benediction is from Numbers
6:24-26 (LSB, p. 166) and the Apostolic benediction comes from 2 Corinthians
13:14 (LSB p. 228).













If you have enjoyed learning about the parts of our Liturgy, you may enjoy
reading “Worshiping with the Angels and Archangels - An Introduction to the
Divine Service” by Scot A. Kinnaman. It’s only 48 pages so it won’t take you
long to finish. It will be placed in our library when it has been reorganized.
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Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, which starts forty
days before Easter (the Sundays are not included when counting
these days). This year Ash Wednesday falls on February 10th.
Traditionally, repentance is the theme for this service. Some
churches place ashes on the foreheads of worshippers as a
visual symbol of our repentance, while the Pastor states the
words of Genesis 3:19, “From dust you are and to dust you will
return.”

Lent
This forty day period of preparation for Jesus’ resurrection
begins on Ash Wednesday, which can occur as early as
February 4th or as late as March 10th depending on the
date of Easter. In the early church, Lent was used as a
time of intense instruction to prepare those who would be
Baptized at the Easter Vigil (a service held on the eve of
Easter). The name comes from the Anglo-Saxon word for
“spring” and the Old English word for “lengthen,” as in the
lengthening of days with the approach of Spring.
Do we refer to the Sundays during the Lenten season as being “in” Lent or
“of” Lent (ie: “First Sunday in Lent” or “First Sunday of Lent”)? We usually say
they are “in” Lent. Sundays are a day of rejoicing in the resurrection; therefore,
they do not take part in the penitential character of the Lenten season (thanks to
Chad Bird, author of two hymns in LSB for answering this question). Also, the
Lenten season lasts forty days (from Ash Wednesday to Easter), however, the
Sundays are not included in this number.
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What Is The Good Of Volunteer Service?
I recently read of a particular volunteer in one congregation who worked in a number
of capacities but in the monthly congregational newsletter she wrote, “It’s hard for me to
talk about my faith. But I have found that talking about what I do for my church, and
how I serve, makes it easier.”
The word “stewardship” is often associated merely with monetary gifts, but this
woman is proof that it means more than that to those within the church. It means the free
and joyous activity of the child of God managing the gifts God gives us: time, talents,
and treasure.
There are also opportunities for volunteer ministry service in IDW and the Synod. In
Iowa District West, opportunities for volunteer service include such things as IOWAY,
LERT (Lutheran Early Response Team), providing Christian Education opportunities in
various parts of the country and volunteer service events.
Volunteer service in the Church is nothing more than another joyous opportunity for
God’s people to respond to Christ’s free gifts. It moves beyond mere financial support to
living a whole life in service to God and one another. God has called every Christian to
special roles (vocations) in the home, in the Church, and in society. In each of these
roles, we act, in Luther’s words, as the “masks of God” in blessing our neighbors. And
each of these vocations makes a claim on our presence and our resources. Stewardship
Ministry in IDW and the Synod aims to help Lutherans seize upon their vocations and
live lives dedicated to using God’s gifts for His purposes and to His glory.
(Excerpts from an article written by Rev. Phill Andreasen, Executive Assistant for Stewardship. Published
by the IDW in The Monthly, February 2016, p. 31-32).
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Let’s Take a Closer Look at Some Volunteer Opportunities
LERT (Lutheran Early Response Team) - If you are eager to help in times of natural
disaster, then come to the LERT training at Trinity Lutheran Church, 3223 University Ave,
in Des Moines on Saturday, March 12th from 9:00 am—Noon. Registration begins at
8:00 am. A light breakfast and lunch will be served. Register online at www.idwlcms.org
or contact Jill Davis (515-576-7666) by Monday, March 7th to help with a count for meals.
Late registrations and walk-ins are welcome.
CAMP OKOBOJI has volunteer weekends each Spring and Fall where
the camp is prepared for the upcoming season. You can also volunteer
to be a camp counselor for their youth camps in the summer. If you
prefer to help out financially, gifts may be sent to the Camp at anytime.
Please contact the Camp for more details about volunteer and giving
opportunities (camp@campokoboji.org or 712-337-3325).
INACTIVE MEMBERS SEMINAR - Every congregation has members who, for
whatever reason, have become less involved in worship attendance and congregational
activities. Reaching out to those inactive members is an important part of the mission
work that the Lord calls us to do. This is why an Inactive Ministry Seminar will be held at
Trinity Lutheran Church, 634 Alden Drive in Auburn, NE on Saturday, February 20th from
10:00 am—2:00 pm. The cost for the seminar is being paid by the Falls City Circuit, but a
free will offering will be received to defray lunch expenses. For more information, contact
Trinity Lutheran Church (402-274-4210 or trinityaub@windstream.net). Registrations
should be received by Friday, February 12th.
PETAL PUSHERS - Do you enjoy seeing the Rose Bowl parade on TV? Do you ever
wonder how they decorate all those floats? Wonder no more! Instead of wondering how
it’s done, why not take a trip to Pasadena and do it yourself! Ellie Menz would love to
have you join her for this trip in late December and early January. Last time, 34 people
went on this IOWAY mission trip. (By the way, did you know that IOWAY stands for
Individual Outreach with Adults and Youth?) For more information on IOWAY trips and
Petal Pushers, contact Ellie Menz (ellie.menz@idwlcms.org 515 370-1159).

11

St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO

February Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Lori Dicks and Renae Norwood

Greeters:

Saturday

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web:
www.stjohnstormlake.org

Sunday
Diane Krueger
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Stille
Acolytes:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Addy Hogrefe
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Gabriel Lesemann

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has been sponsored by the Bennas.

Musicians are encouraged to share their
talents during our worship services
throughout the year. If you play an
instrument or would like to join the
choir, please contact our music director,
Suzanne Winterhof.
Our choir rehearses each Wednesday
evening at 7:30 pm. New members are
always welcome anytime.

Altar Flowers
7th - In memory of Marie Mack.
14th - In memory of Betty Harjes and
Helen Holmes
21st 28th -
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