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Decisions!
Decisions!
Join us on Sunday,
January 26th
11:15 am
in the sanctuary
for our first
Voters’meeting
of the
New Year.
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

of each month

of each month

KAYL 8:00 a.m.
Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders will be
taking a break in January
and February. The H.S.
Bible class will still meet.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

S T . J O H N EA G L E
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Children can bring their parents a great deal of joy and glory. What a
joy it is when someone takes you aside and tells you something good
about the actions of your children or grandchildren or student in your
care.
However, the inverse brings the opposite. The children of Israel, whom
God had chosen to be His people, were often rebellious. Even though
God had promised to be their God, to be with them and to bless them in
abundance, they still went after false gods, practiced injustice and
oppression and brought God anything but glory! We too, like Israel in the Old Testament, fail as
well to bring God glory, fail to be children that would make our parents proud.
Jesus, in His High Priestly Prayer to the Father less than twenty-four hours before He would go
to the cross, prayed, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son, that the Son may glorify you,
since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given
him” (John 17:1–2). In this Servant, and in His willing submission to the will of the Father to be
the sacrifice on the cross for the sin of the world, the Father is glorified. There, Christ serves not
only His Father, but all of us by paying the price for our sin. Stop and consider that Jesus, who is
God Himself, willingly dies for sinners. How amazing! He is the perfect example of a servant.
Daily we have the opportunity to let those around us see the glory of God through our words
and through our actions, for we are God’s servants who follow in the footsteps of the perfect
Servant of God, Jesus Christ.
If you look up the definition of servant you will find that it means “one who performs tasks for
others.” As believers we can amend that definition to read, “one who performs tasks that bring
God glory.” What enables us to do this? Through faith in Jesus we are freed from the
condemnation of our sins. We are free to love one another as Christ has loved us. We are free to
place the needs of those around us above our own. Free to serve others in ways that God is
glorified.
For example: We can volunteer - whether here at the church, at the hospital, at the school, at
Cornerstone for Life Pregnancy Resource Center, or other places in our community that need
servants. We can visit others in their homes, at the manor, the hospital or even the jail. We can
volunteer to help people, shoveling snow, buying groceries, fixing things that are broken, etc. We
can write an encouraging note to someone who is down or lonely. Kind words go along way,
whether on paper or through email, Facebook, etc. Or we can speak those words of encouragement
by phone or even in person.
There are so many ways we can serve others and give God glory. Our sinful nature, the devil,
and the world will tell us to serve ourselves and bring ourselves as much glory as we can.
May He empower you to do and say those things that bring Him glory and point others to
Jesus.
In His grace,
Pastor Lesemann
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HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS - Please continue to bring them to church.
You may place them in the basket on the table in the front entry.
FAITHBUILDERS will not meet during February. However, the H.S. youth
Bible study will continue to meet.
YOUTH HANGOUTS will resume on Wednesday night, January 29th
at 7:00 pm.
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP SOCIETY CELEBRATES “CHRISTMAS IN JANUARY”

Members of the Christian Fellowship Society gathered on the evening of
January 5 for their “Christmas in January” dinner. A pot-luck meal was
enjoyed. Since the date fell on the Eve of Epiphany (the Twelfth Night),
Suzanne Winterhof told of its origins and varied ways it had been
celebrated. Wassail and cake were traditional foods. One custom was
chalking the door; the house door was decorated in a chalk drawing to
bring good luck through the coming year. The letters C, M, and B were
included. These were the initials of the legendary three wise men, but also
stood for the Latin phrase “Christus mansionern benedicat” (Christ bless
this house). The Biblical account of the visit of the Wise Men was read with
devotional thoughts on its meaning for us were presented. Entertainment
for the evening was playing Robber Bingo.
World Holidays Quiz
Can you name the months in which these holidays occur? Answers are on p. 7.
Victoria Day in Canada? ______________
Waitangi Day in New Zealand? ________________
Boxing Day in the United Kingdom? ______________________
St. Andrews Day in Scotland? _____________________
Flag Day in the United States? _____________________
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LUTHERAN WITNESS – It’s almost February and that means subscriptions for
the Lutheran Witness are due soon. If you would like to receive it in 2020, the cost is
$22.68/year. Just fill out the order form below and turn it in to Celeste along with your
money (checks are written to St John; please note “Lutheran Witness” on your memo
line).

Please fill out this form and return it to the church office on or before
Mon, February 24th.
___ Yes, I want to receive The Lutheran Witness in 2020.
___ No, I do not wish to continue my subscription.
Name ___________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ________________ State ______
Zip Code ____________
The cost for a 1 year subscription is $22.68.
Please make checks out to “St. John Lutheran Church.”
CBI – The Storm Lake Circuit Bible Institute will be at Zion Lutheran
Church this year on Sunday, February 9th from 1:00 – 5:30 pm. Supper will be
provided; a free will donation will be taken. Topics and presenters are Rev. Paul
Egger, “Yoga is everywhere! What does God say about it? Is it helpful or harmful?” Rev. Bradley Ketcham, “The Natural Knowledge of God in Christian
Confession and Christian Witness.” Rev. Bruce Lesemann, “Christians and Social
Media: How Should Christians Use it?”
MEMBER CALLER – Winter is here again! When church services or events are
cancelled, you will receive a phone call from Member Caller notifying you. It will be a recorded
message from Pastor Lesemann. Three things you should do to ensure that you accurately receive
the message: 1) Let Pastor know the phone number where you can be reached so he can add it to
the list, 2) add the Member Caller phone number to your list of contacts in your phone (their
number is 888-996-3623), and 3) answer the phone when you see this number. Note: after you
answer the phone, there may be a delay of a few seconds before you hear Pastor’s message. Just
stay on the phone and wait for him to start talking. If you have a land line, you will not be able to
add Member Caller’s phone number, however if the weather is questionable, you might want to
answer it when it rings – it just might be Pastor!
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Freedom
By: Celeste Cummins
1

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3
Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents,
but that the works of God might be displayed in him.” (John 9:1-3)

For me, these first three verses from John 9 provide some of the most comforting words
the Bible has to offer. Within them lies not only the blind man’s freedom from his blindness,
but our freedom from the guilt that our sins leave behind.
If you are like me, like most people, you struggle with the sins and decisions of your past.
You are wracked with fears, questions, and a nagging guilt wondering if you did the right
thing. Was moving across the country really the best decision? Was it really wise to leave
the job you love and accept a new one just because it pays more? Could I have handled that
discipline issue with my teenager in a better way? But, it’s not just adults who are haunted
by feelings of guilt, kids are, too. Studies show that when parents get divorced, kids blame
themselves thinking if I had been better, if I had cleaned up my room when mom asked, if I
had…
Often, our guilt takes us on an irrational journey of blame. When we are struck with
cancer, we think back to our past and decide the cancer was a punishment for our reckless
youth. If we suffer a miscarriage, we view it as a punishment because we felt disappointed
to learn that we were pregnant. If we develop vision problems when we get older, we think
back to our mother’s words, “Don’t sit so close to the TV!” and we rationalize that we are
now being punished for being a disobedient child.
Jesus’ disciples had this same irrational “blame game” going on in this reading from John.
When Jesus and His disciples discovered the blind man, what did His disciples do? Were
they compassionate and understanding about this man’s plight? Perhaps, but in the very next
verse after they saw the man, John indicates that the disciples questioned the situation. They
asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” In other
words, they rationalized the situation; they wondered what sin this man was being punished
for that he would be born blind. Surely, someone had done something wrong and was guilty
of some big sin for this man to be punished in such a way!
The article continues on the top of p. 7
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Jesus’ answer to the disciples provides an answer that we humans never think of. As
humans, we are overcome by guilt and trying to determine the cause and effect of a situation
(cause: someone sinned; effect: the man was born blind). But, Jesus’ words express that God
does not think as humans do. Jesus tells the disciples, “It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.”
When something bad happens to us, we are not to search through our past checking to see
what old sin God is punishing us for. God is not sitting up in Heaven taking score, marking
down our sins so He can retaliate against us later by sending some kind of health issue or
disaster upon us. Often troubles befall us, “so that we can comfort those in any trouble with
the comfort we ourselves have received from God” (2 Corinthians 1:4). Situations come
upon us so that God can use us in the midst of that calamity to display His works and bring
others to trust in Him.
Also in Jesus’ words, we realize we do not have to feel guilty about our past because Jesus
tells us in this verse that our past sins are not the reason for our present problems. We no
longer have to carry the guilt of our past with us in the present. While we may not like to
undergo that pain, sickness, or problem that has befallen us, we would do good to willingly
submit to God’s will and pray like Mary, “I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you
have said” (Luke 1:38). God will use the situation to bless us and others, if we are able to
patiently endure through it.

Answer to the World Holidays Quiz (from the bottom of p. 4)
Victoria Day in Canada is in May.
Waitangi Day in New Zealand is in February.
Boxing Day in the United Kingdom is in December.
St. Andrews Day in Scotland is in November.
Flag Day in the United States is in June.
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

February Worship Assistants
Altar Guild: Lori Dicks and Renae Norwood
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Stille

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has yet to be sponsored.

Altar Flowers
2nd - Carolyn Goecke in memory
of my brother, Charlie
9th - In memory of mom (Marie)
by her kids

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
New members are always welcome.

16th - Richard & Tounh Zwemke
23rd -
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