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4th Annual 4th Annual 4th Annual 4th Annual     

Circuit Bible Institute Circuit Bible Institute Circuit Bible Institute Circuit Bible Institute  
 

February 9, 2014 

2:00—5:30 pm 

St. John Lutheran Church—Hanover   
Free of Charge   

Circuit Pastors present/discuss current topics 
 

More details, registration form, and a list of topics are on p. 11-12.    
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  Lutheran Hour Ministries Lutheran Hour Ministries Lutheran Hour Ministries Lutheran Hour Ministries     KAYL 8:00 a.m.KAYL 8:00 a.m.KAYL 8:00 a.m.KAYL 8:00 a.m.    Every SundayEvery SundayEvery SundayEvery Sunday    
Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 
 
 

PASTOR: 
Rev. Bruce Lesemann 
Home: 712-732-0161 

 
 
 
 SECRETARY: 
     Celeste Cummins 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 
 
 
 
 

CUSTODIAN: 
Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

ST.  JOHN EAGLE 

STAFFSTAFFSTAFFSTAFF    

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Classes meet at 10:30 
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by 
V. Winterhof) and in the Library 
(led by Pastor Lesemann). 

Faithbuilders, for ages 3 years 
thru 8th grade, and the High 
School Bible Class both meet at 
10:15 a.m. on the 2nd Floor. 
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Message from Pastor LesemannMessage from Pastor LesemannMessage from Pastor LesemannMessage from Pastor Lesemann    

“BE MINE” 
    I remember as a 3rd grader getting some what I considered “mushy” 
cards and pieces of heart-shaped candy for Valentine’s Day that said 
things like, “Be Mine,” and “True Love,” and “Be My Valentine.”  
My thought was, “Yuck!” (But I still managed to eat the candy no 
matter what words were printed on it!). When we are kids, we don’t 
really understand or grasp the concept of love or romance that is often 
portrayed in the celebration of Valentine’s Day. 
    Today adults surely understand love much better, don’t they?  Yes, 
many adults have a fairly good understanding of romantic love, but do 

people really understand true love? 
In 1 Corinthians 13:3-5, we find God’s description of love, “If I give away all I have, 

and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is     

patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not  

insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful…” This is the type of love that lasts.  
If spouses and friends would share love in this manner they would have a foolproof 
method of keeping that friendship or marriage for a long time.  It is the kind of love that 
would sacrifice all, as it says in John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this: to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends.” But where can we find that kind of love?   God gave 
us this Love in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Jesus is THE example of true love, who out of His great love gave His life in our 
place on the cross.  He did this not just for the “good” people, but He gave His life and 
rose again for all - good AND bad! 

In His unending, unconditional love, shown to us through Jesus, God invites us, “BE 
MINE!”  Now by God’s grace and through faith in Christ as His children, we are       
enabled to truly love others. 
In His grace, 
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann 
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St. John Voters’ Meeting 
Sunday, January 5, 2014   
 
 
 
 

Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order.  Twenty – three      
communicant members were present. 

 

Pastor opened with comments based on Proverbs 29:18, 1 Timothy 4:13,                      
2 Timothy 4:2, and Ephesians 4:12 and with prayer. 

 
New Business began with a review of the proposed 2014 budget, led by Treasurer 

Karen Fletcher.  Hardt then explained that 2013 home giving had totaled $185,613.57 and 
that this year’s budget is $203,884.98.  He reminded the members that if home offerings 
continue at the same rate, there will be a shortfall by the end of the year. 

Dan Coleman made a motion to accept the proposed budget; it was seconded by 
Kevin Jesse and approved by a majority voice vote. 

 
Kevin Jesse made a motion to allow Celeste to use the $70 memorial gift from her 

late father for church banners.  The motion was seconded by Dewey Betts and passed with a 
majority voice vote. 

 
Harlan Matasovsky made a motion, seconded by Diane Overmohle, to submit      

seventy-five undesignated memorial dollars to the St. John Capital Improvement Fund.  The 
motion passed with a majority voice vote. 

 
After explanation and discussion of the HRA (Health Reimbursement Account at 

Concordia Health Plans) not paying for Renae Norwood’s unreimbursed, non-disability 
medical expenses in 2013 due to a Concordia policy for waiver of premium due to           
disability, Vernon Winterhof made a motion to approve that St. John pay for up to $1,000 of 
Renae Norwood’s unreimbursed medical expenses that thus far have not been reimbursed 
by the HRA.  The motion was seconded by Harlan Matasovsky.  Discussion continued.                           

This topic and the minutes continue on the next page.   
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A friendly amendment was made and accepted by Vernon Winterhof to pay for the 
$1,000 out of Thrivent funds, only if the HRA eventually refuses to pay the $1,000.  
Harlan Matasovsky seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by a majority voice 
vote.  (Note: Renae Norwood is the current janitor at St. John on disability).  It was further 
decided by the Voters that if the HRA eventually reimburses Renae Norwood, said $1,000 
will be returned to the Thrivent account to be designated at the July 2014 Voters’ meeting. 

 
Hardt asked for one or more volunteers from St. John who are currently not      

members of a board to serve on an audit committee, a one-time one-activity event.  Please 
contact him if you are interested. 

 
Karen Fletcher made a motion, seconded by Deb Jesse and passed by a majority 

voice vote, to allow $6,000 for Iowa District West for missions.  (Attached is a summary of 
IDW income and expenses).* 

 
Mike Overmohle made a motion to allocate the $3,362 Thrivent dollars to the        

St. John Capital Improvement Fund.  Ron Falck seconded the motion, and it passed by a 
majority voice vote. 
 
Committee Reports 
 

Harlan Matasovsky – Lay Ministers 
  The lay ministers continue to go over their shepherding lists. 
 
Jerry Johnson – Christian Education and Young People 
  Attached is Johnson’s printed report.* 
 
Karen Fletcher – Stewardship 
  Her printed report is attached.*  A majority voice vote adopted the board’s           

suggestions for designation of special offerings. 
 

The minutes continue on the next page.   
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 Kevin Jesse – Church Properties 
    Jesse thanked the members for their support of 2013 projects, especially the 

carpet installation.  He further reported that the Trustees continue to investigate the 
church roof and the need for a new furnace system.  No decisions on these matters have 
been reached.  Also, Trustees hope to install in 2014 windows on the North side of the 
first floor of the church. 

 
Vernon Winterhof – Endowment Fund 
  A full report will be included in the 2013 annual report.* 
 
Bob Fletcher – Purchasing Agent 
  No report 

 
 Hardt asked for volunteers for a nominating committee for 2015 directors and boards. 
 
 Pastor Lesemann’s State of the Parish Report 
     In brief, as of 12/31/13, there were 489 Baptized members and 390 Confirmed   
members (more gained than lost for the first time in recent history).  Pastor’s full report 
is attached.* 
 
 Hardt asked the members to consider reviewing the 1983 St. John Constitution,      
especially in light of its changed organizational structure. 
 
 The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod has proposed an amendment whereby circuit 
counselors would be re-named “circuit visitors.”  After some explanation by Pastor and 
by Vernon Winterhof, our congregational delegate to the 2013 synodical convention, the 
proposal was opposed by a majority voice vote (motion made by Matasovsky and       
seconded by Winterhof). 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 12:40 pm and we closed by praying together the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
* If interested in seeing any of the mentioned reports, please contact the secretary.   
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4th Annual 4th Annual 4th Annual 4th Annual     

Circuit Bible Institute Circuit Bible Institute Circuit Bible Institute Circuit Bible Institute  
(Hosted by Storm Lake Circuit Churches)  

February 9, 2014 

2:00—5:30 pm 

St. John Lutheran Church—Hanover   
Free of Charge   

Circuit Pastors present/discuss current topics 

 

Schedule for the Day  

1:30—2:00 pm  Registration 

2:00—2;15 pm  Opening Devotion 

2:30—3:45 pm  First Topic  

3:45-4:00 pm  Coffee Break  

4:00-5:15 pm  Second Topic  

5:15-5:30 pm  Closing Devotion 

5:30 pm  Soup Supper (free will donation) 

 

Registration Form 

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

First Topic ____________________________________________________________ 

Second Topic ___________________________________________________________ 

Please return this form to your Pastor.  If you forget to register, 

that’s fine.  Please still attend!!  (Topics are on the next page) 
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~  Topics for C.B.I.Topics for C.B.I.Topics for C.B.I.Topics for C.B.I. ~ 

The Bible 

Is the Bible a trustworthy document?  Is it possible that our versions are accurate?  How old is 
the Bible?  Why are there so many translations and is it a good idea to have so many?  How 
does the Bible’s provenance compare with other major works of ancient times?  Did Jesus 
speak Hebrew?  What are the Qumran Scrolls?  What is the Septuagint and what does it have 
in common with Luther’s German translation?  Everyone will learn a little Hebrew and Greek 
so come prepared to learn!  ~ Reverend Craig Cummins, St. Paul—Alta  

 

What’s a Worldview? 
You were likely born in the modern world.  That world is gone.  You live in a postmodern 
world.  This affects how culture views the Bible, your witness to Jesus, how other people 
“feel” about sacred truth, and your day to day living.  Understanding this idea may help 
you relate to younger people, recognize the message of the mass-media, and strengthen 
your Christian faith.  ~ Reverend Michael Harman, St. Peter—Newell 

 

Nirvana?  Paradise?  Neverland? 

A survey of world religions and current culture concerning where you are going 

(eternally) and how you are getting there.  ~ ~ ~ ~ Rev. Paul Egger, St. John’s—Galva  

 

Christ at Creation/Creation of New Heavens and Earth 
If you are not certain where all life came from, can you hope to know how it will 
end!  Is all life based on Father Time, Mother Earth, and Lady Luck?  God, the 
Father’s choice for us is in His Son, Jesus, by faith worked by the Holy Spirit through 
the Word!  ~ Reverend Ted Letzring, EM 
 

Jesus and His Supper—Real Presence, Real Gospel 
What mystery is hidden, yet revealed, in the Lord’s Supper?  How does the crucified and 
returning Savior relate to this Meal?  How does the Church relate to the Sacrament?  What do 
we confess by our communing?  ~ Reverend John Schmidt, St. John—Hanover 
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What is Love? 
By: Celeste Cummins 

 
    There are two months of the year when thoughts seem to turn to love.  One of those 
months is February because of Valentine’s Day and the other is June since it is associated 
with so many weddings.  But, what is love? 
    You may hear phrases such as, “I love my new car!” “I just love her hair!”  “I love 

you!” We often become so attached to things in this world that we say we “love” them.  
However, the word love is usually associated with relationships.  Certainly, 1 Corinthians 
13 gives a wonderful description of what love is and what it is not.  The ancient Greeks 
also must have known a thing or two about love, since they had three different words for 
love, depending on the context in which the word was being used. 

    Agape (ἀγάπη) is the love that forms the basis for all relationships.  It is a general love 
characterized by selflessness and giving, but expecting nothing in return (like that of a 
parent to a child).  This is the unconditional love of God and the love referred to in           
1 Corinthians 13. 
    Philia (φιλία) means friendship.  This kind of love involves give and take.   The city of 
Philadelphia, the city of brotherly love, got its name from this Greek word. 

    Eros (ἔρως) is romantic love.  Plato refined the definition as being something that is      
initially felt for someone, but with time begins to appreciate the beauty within a person. 
    Sadly, because of sin, we are not able to fulfill the high expectations of the definition of 
love in 1 Corinthians 13.  We fail to love each other the way we should.  We often fall 
short of the goal.  But, there is One who loves us with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3).  
The love God has for us never fails.  Psalm 32:10b tells us, “The Lord’s unfailing love 
surrounds the one who trusts in Him.”  Because of God’s great, undeserved, and never 
ending love for us, we have an example of love that we can look up to and strive to 
achieve. It was this love for us that caused the Father to send Jesus into the world to suffer 
and die for our sins and to raise to life again, so that we may be forgiven and live         
eternally.  This example provides us with the model to love others.  By the Holy Spirit’s 
working in us, we are able to love “because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  God’s love 
to us is the whole reason we are capable of loving in any degree.   
 
(Greek words from www.wikipedia.org)  
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THANK YOU - Our 2013 Christmas Eve offerings were sent to 
Lutheran Family Service of Iowa.  We received a thank you from 
them which was posted on the bulletin board.   
 

THE 2013 ANNUAL REPORT THE 2013 ANNUAL REPORT THE 2013 ANNUAL REPORT THE 2013 ANNUAL REPORT will be assembled on Friday, 

January 31st at 9:15 am.  If you are not busy that     

morning, come join us!      
MOVIE TIME - Return to the fun of your childhood and come to see the animated     Dis-
ney movie “How to Train Your Dragon,” which will be showing at 1:30 pm on    Tuesday, 
January 28th in the Fireside Room. Snacks, popcorn, and pop will be        provided by the 
Evangelism committee.     

 
LUTHERAN WITNESS SIGN UP SHEET 

 If you already receive The Lutheran Witness, now is the time to renew your subscrip-
tion.  If you do not receive it and would like to begin a subscription, you may do so at this 
time. 

Please fill out the form below and return it to the church office by Feb. 24th.   
_____  Yes, I want to receive the Lutheran Witness in 2014. 

_____  No, I do not want to receive the Lutheran Witness in 2014. 

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________ 

City_______________________________  State _________   Zip Code ______________ 
The cost for a 1 year subscription is $21.65. 

Please make the check out to St. John Lutheran Church  
and write “Lutheran Witness” in the memo line.   

 

CALENDAR NOTES CALENDAR NOTES CALENDAR NOTES CALENDAR NOTES ����    We have a new computer in the office�  �Thank you to the people who 

donated it#$   Because of this change( our calendars now feature a new look$  We are still 

working at learning the features and functions of the updated program$  We apologize that the 

print is so small and hope to be able to get it all ironed out in the months ahead$   
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By the time most of you are reading this, you will have already heard a          
presentation by Dennis Denow after the church service on Sunday morning, 
January 26th and may have attended his Bible study on that day, as well.  Now, 
let’s get to know Dennis and his wife, Monta, a little bit better as we learn about 
what they do in their roles as overseas missionaries. 
 
Dennis Denow serves as the Asia Pacific education consultant.  In this role, he 
develops ways to assist the Lutheran schools, LCMS partner churches, and      
missionaries throughout the Asia Pacific region.   He does this by training     
teachers, working with curriculum development for teaching English as a      
Foreign Language and Bible courses, spiritual development, and outreach     
methods. 
 
Dennis has a variety of previous missionary work including serving with the 
LCMS in Aceh Province, Papua Province and Jakarta in Indonesia; at Concordia 
University, Irvine, Calif., developing international programs and as director of 
multi-cultural services; with the Karen People in Thailand; and at Hong Kong 
International School as a school counselor. Dennis was born on January 12th in 
Racine, WI and enjoys playing the guitar, singing, reading, running, and       
traveling.  
 
Monta, a Thai national, was born on January 8th in southern Thailand and has 
lived in Bangkok most of her adult life. She works with Lutheran Hour Ministries 
as the Thailand country director. Monta enjoys flowers, drawing, painting, and 
collecting handicraft items. 
 
Pray for Dennis, as he travels and works with schools and educators across the 
Asia Pacific region, and for Monta, as she uses radio programs and other forms of 
media to proclaim the Gospel and to connect seekers and new believers with local 
churches in Thailand.  Also, pray for them on July 15th, when they celebrate their 
wedding anniversary. 
 
 
Missionaries at Mission Central in late January and February 
Kendra McNatt - Wed, January 29th at 6:17 pm (yes, that’s the right time) ☺ 

Persephone James and Ashley Protho - Tuesday, February 18th at 1:30 pm.   
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February Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:   Carolyn Goecke and Sharen Peters 
 
Greeters:         Saturday  
       Ron & Jerene Neir        
     Sunday 
        Jim & Renee Phillips  
Bell Ringers:   Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  
        Henry Hardt         
     Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  
          Dave Stille  
Acolytes:          Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 
           Grace Jesse   
              Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
           Loggan Norwood   

    

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  
is sponsored by Amanda Emery.   

We’re on the Web! Http: 
//www.stjohnstormlake.org 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MISSOURI SYNOD 

 
 
 
 YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR SOUL NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR SOUL NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR SOUL NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.THROUGH THE WORD.THROUGH THE WORD.THROUGH THE WORD.  
 

             402 Lake Ave  
   Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 
      Phone: 712-732-2400 
     Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 
 

                    To God be all the Glory.To God be all the Glory.To God be all the Glory.To God be all the Glory.    
 
 

Special MusicSpecial MusicSpecial MusicSpecial Music 
 You are invited to share 
your musical  talents in our 
worship services here at     
St. John.   
 

The choir        
rehearses 

each  
Wednesday  
at 8:00 pm.  

 

Altar Flowers 

2 - In honor of our grandchildren 
by Doug & Sharen Peters   
      
9 - In memory of Marie Mack 
 
16 - Nyarok Chan’s birthday 
 
23 - Darold & Terra Sievers 

WE WELCOME YOU TO WE WELCOME YOU TO WE WELCOME YOU TO WE WELCOME YOU TO 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!     


