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12th - “Dare to Read Like a Lutheran” Orders Due
13th - Lutheran Witness Subscriptions Due
14th - 1:30 pm Cards, Cookies, and Conversation
15th - Noon Potluck and Bible Study
19th - 11:15 am Parish Planning Meeting
20th - Newsletter & Calendar Items Due
21st - 1:30 pm Movies and Munchies
22nd - 12:30 pm Lenten Service
7:00 pm Lenten Service
7:45 pm Choir
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2

Pastor Lesemann

3

Why?
Have a Heart
News and Notes
Worship Assistants and Flowers

4-5
5
6-7
8

“We love because
He first loved us”

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

of each month

of each month

++++++
Lutheran Hour Ministries
KAYL 8:00 a.m.
Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

FAITHBUILDERS & ADULT BIBLE CLASSES – 10:15 A.M.
In the Fireside Room,
Led by V. Winterhof

FAITHBUILDERS - Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
3 year olds thru 8th Grade on 2nd Floor.

High School Bible Class on the 2nd Floor
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Be in the Word

In the Library, Led by
Pastor Lesemann

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Message from Pastor Lesemann
A Reflection of His Love
That famous holiday, Valentine’s Day, is fast approaching. Candy and red or pink hearts are
in view and/or exchanged, and all is done in the celebration of love. It is true that the holiday
has its origins in both Christian and Roman tradition, but, either way, the theme in both is love.
As Christians, we understand and cherish love more than most in the world. Love is what
encourages us: knowing that our Lord and Savior deeply loves us. How do we know this? As
Jesus told His disciples He also says to us, “This is my commandment, that you love one another
as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you.” (John 15:12-14) It was not long
after this that Jesus went to the cross to give His life out of love for His friends AND FOR YOU
and me. His love is what drove Him to the cross - a love that is central to the Gospel message.
That Gospel, that love, is the true motivator. He loves us, and therefore we express love, His
love, to others. In doing so, we are a reflection of His love for us. So when you do something
for a friend, a family member or the church, it is out of appreciation for the love that God has for
YOU.
This is every pastor’s dream: that all we do for our friends, family, and church, would be motivated not by a feeling of “we have to do this because it is what God wants us to do,” but would
rather be moved by the love of God that is in us through Christ Jesus. And it is a pastor’s nightmare when people are serving by the law “because they feel they have to,” or when no one is
prompted to act by the love of God in Christ Jesus, i.e. no one steps up to help friends, family or
to volunteer in the church.
If you can’t see the correlation between Christ’s love and your reflection of that love, there is
a problem. Thankfully, there is a solution: repent and believe, and let Him work in your life.
You can’t help then but to have his love reflect off of you to others.
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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“Why?”
By: Celeste Cummins
April 10, 2011

“Why me, God?” you ask. “Why did my wife get cancer?” your best friend wonders. “Why
do we have to move?” your son asks. “Why doesn’t God take me home?” asks the 90 some year
old woman in the nursing home. “Why? Why? Why?”
It’s a popular question. At some point, I think everyone has asked it, if not to God at least to a
friend or mentally to themselves. I’ve asked it many, many times. Although I’ve never received
any answers. Not until I was listening to the Gospel reading this morning, that is! Then, the
answer came to me, as clear as a sparkling diamond.
The Gospel lesson was about the death of Lazarus. The first verse we need to read is John
11:37, “But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have
kept this man from dying?’”
Isn’t that another question that goes right along with the “why”? You often hear something like,
“God could have prevented this from happening, so where was He?” Or how about, “If God can
do anything; couldn’t He have stopped my kids from getting a divorce? Or the terrorist attacks
on 9-11? Or all the tornados, tsunamis, and hurricanes from happening?” Even the thief on the
cross did it, “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” (Luke 23:39).
It does not matter how you ask it, the answer to all those questions is “Yes.” God could have
prevented all those things from happening. Jesus could have prevented Lazarus from dying, too.
He can prevent any great harm from happening to any of us at any time. But, “WHY” doesn’t He?
The very simple answer lies in Jesus explanation to His disciples back in verse 14, “Then Jesus
told them plainly, ‘Lazarus had died, and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you
may believe. But let us go to him.’”
Why was Jesus glad He was not there when Lazarus had died? Five simple words, “So that
you may believe” (v.14). That is the answer each time we ask the question “why.” Whatever we
are going through, whatever problems we have witnessed in other people’s lives, whatever struggles we face, the answer remains the same - “So that you may believe” (John 11:14).
While your individual trial may, or may not, be meant to strengthen your faith, it can work in
the lives of others around you and serve as a way to strengthen their faith or even bring someone
to faith. Those situations are meant to be reminders so our faith, or the faith of someone around
us, may be strengthened in Christ, our Lord.
** I believe this article answers the question that Michelle, the mother, was asking in “Tears in
a Bottle” (Lutheran Digest, Winter 2012, p. 24-26). Michelle’s son, Michael, died while he was in
Kindergarten. Diane, Michael’s teacher, is the author of the article. She writes, “I’d just been
asked the hardest question in all of Christianity. If God loves us, how come he allows bad things
to happen to us?” (p. 25). Isn’t that just another way of asking, “Why?” Toward the end of the
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article, which takes place at the end of the school year, Michelle tells Diane, “So, I became a
Christian” (p. 26). There is no way that Michelle, in her grief would have been ready to hear,
understand, or accept an answer such as “So that you may believe” (John 11:14), yet those are
Jesus’ words to His disciples upon Lazarus’ death. Michelle told Diane, “I wasn’t ready to hear
the truth then, but God was working on me that whole time. You were planting seeds, Diane, just
by caring about me” (p. 26). Sometimes, all we can do is plant; God reaps the harvest for us at
the right time!
HAVE A HEART
February: the month devoted to love. Stores are filled with heart-shaped boxes
of candy and heart-shaped cards and vases of flowers with heart-shaped gift tags. All
this is available for the consumer so that he can find the appropriate expression of his
devotion to his loved one. If that expression of love has been preceded by a year of
thoughtful and loving words and deeds, it is welcomed and cherished by the recipient.
If not, it is just an empty ritual, done out of duty rather than true devotion.
Our relationship to the Lord is similar. He, too, desires our sincere devotion, not
empty lip service. “These people come near to Me with their mouth and honor Me with
their lips, but their hearts are far from Me” (Isaiah 29:13).
Stewardship is serving, helping, giving, but love is the basis for stewardship.
Without love, our good deeds are empty and without merit. The first act of true stewardship is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength” (Deut. 6:5). With that love for the Lord in us, we are enabled to be
good stewards. Then we can do acts of good stewardship, acts of true devotion. We
are enabled to......
Give generously to Him and do so without a grudging heart” (Deut. 15:10).
Carefully observe His decrees and laws with all your heart and with all your
soul” (Deut. 26:16).
“Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality” (Romans 12:13).
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for
men” (Colossians 3:23).
As we strive to live fruitful lives, at the same time, we rest in Christ Who has
been the perfect steward for us.
Your Stewardship Committee
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PARISH PLANNING MEETING — The next Parish Planning Meeting will be Sunday, February 19th at 11:15 a.m. There was not a Parish
Planning meeting in January, so there are no meeting notes to report in
this month’s edition of the newsletter.
EVANGELISM SPONSORED SOCIALS: Come spend Valentine’s afternoon at church with your good friends! Cards, Coffee, and Conversation will begin at 1:30 pm that day in the Fireside Room. The
following Tuesday, February 21st, come back to the same place at the same time for Movies
and Munchies.
Thank You - We thank God for you and your gift of $978.31 to support Michelle and Sandro Hoeppner-Cagnin.

From: LCMS World Mission

LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICE OF IOWA wrote “Thank you friends at St. John!”
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Greetings in the name of our Savior, Jesus, born to save us!
On behalf of the many individuals, couples and families we serve, thank you for the gift of
$1,814.50 which you sent to support the work of the Lutheran Family Service ministry. Your
concern for others, expressed through your recent gift, is a reflection of the love that God has
created in your heart.
We experience His love, and then are able to share it with others: We love, because He first
loved us! No greater evidence of His love exists than the awesome gift of His only Son, sent
to be our brother and Savior.
It is my hope and prayer that you will be blessed beyond measure with joy and peace that
come from knowing and trusting Jesus. May He, whose birth we celebrate together with you,
be your source of peace, joy and comfort both now and throughout the coming New Year!
Sincerely,
Wanda L. Pritzel, LISW
Acting Executive Director
LENTEN SERVICES - Ash Wednesday begins on February 22. Our weekly Lenten Services will
be at 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm on the following dates: February 22 and February 29, March 7,
14, 21, and 28. No Lenten Suppers will be served this year.
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LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTIONS consist of 11 issues (the June/July issue is a combined copy). The cost is $21.65 and checks can be made out to St. John Lutheran Church. For
those who are interested in a new subscription, or in renewing their current one, these will be
due in the office on Monday, February 13th, 2012. Please fill out the form below and return it to
the office with your payment on or before Monday, February 13th, 2012.
___ I would like a new subscription to the Lutheran Witness.
___ I would like to renew my subscription to the Lutheran Witness.
___ I no longer want to receive the Lutheran Witness.
Name ____________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State _______ Zip Code _________________
The cost for a 1 year subscription is $21.65.
Please make your check out to St. John Lutheran Church.
ARE YOU A “911 CHRISTIAN”?
A 911 Christian calls upon God JUST in the day of trouble, kind of like calling for an ambulance, the police,
or the fire department. We usually think of FCC as standing for Federal Communications Commission.
I contend that FCC should stand for “Fully Committed Christian” and everyone of us needs to center our life
in Jesus as our Savior and Lord. May God grant us the faith, love, and determination to live according to
God’s commands! (Received via email; author unknown)
Military Chaplains Find Effective Tool in Military - The BibleStick
When Faith Comes By Hearing (FCBH) began their military outreach in early 2008, with an
initial production of 1,000 Military BibleSticks, nobody at the ministry had any idea what the
project would grow into. A little more than three years later, they have gone from honoring a
request from a handful of chaplains for a ‘deployment-ready version' of their standard BibleStick
to fulfilling requests from over 700 chaplains for these small, portable audio devices that come
pre-loaded with the entire dramatized New Testament. All told, the world's foremost Audio
Bible ministry has shipped more than 123,000 Military BibleSticks to chaplains serving America's troops around the globe. The Military BibleStick comes pre-loaded with the entire New
Testament. It is rugged enough to withstand tough weather conditions, can be used in low-light
situations, and it easily fits into uniform pockets. Would you be interested in helping get this to
our service men? Call Pastor for more information.
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR

February Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Carolyn Goecke and Sharen Peters

Greeters:

Saturday
Still available
Sunday
Harlan & Deb Matasovsky
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Henry Hardt
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Dave Stille
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Haley Redenbaugh
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Jacob Dicks

SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.

402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
To God be all the Glory.

Bell Ringers:

Acolytes:

We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

Special Music
You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at St.
John.
The choir rehearses every
Wednesday
evenings at 8:00
pm. Please join
us!

The KAYL Broadcast for this month is
for the glory of God.

Altar Flowers
Feb. 5 - In memory of Marie Mack by
kids.
Feb. 12 - In celebration of Lois Lytle’s
80th birthday.
Feb. 19 - In memory of Herb & Elda
Johnson by Richard Johnson.
Feb. 26 - In honor of Dusty Lussman’s
80th birthday.

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
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