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2019 

 

Special Worship Services 

this December  
 

Wednesday, December  

4th, 11th, & 18th 

12:30 & 7:00 pm 
 

Sat, Dec 7th 6:00 pm & Sun Dec 8th 9:00 am 

“The Voices of Christmas” 
 

Tuesday, December 24th 6:00 pm 

Children’s Christmas Service 
 

 

Wednesday, December 25th 9:00 am 

Christmas Day Worship Service 
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  

KAYL 8:00 a.m. 

Every Sunday 

Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

       SECRETARY: 

     Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFF 

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof). 

Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in 

the library at the same time.   

Faithbuilders - Christmas 

Program Practice  

Dec. 1, 8, 15, & 22 

10:15—11:30 am 
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  Advent is the period of four Sundays and weeks before 

Christmas. Advent means 'Coming' in Latin. So during       

Advent, we are being mindful of the coming of Jesus into the 

world, not only as a baby, but also in his second coming when 

he will return to the world as King and Judge. 

  The message of Jesus is life changing: his coming as a baby, his living his life perfectly for us, 

his being that perfect sacrifice on the cross, his resurrection and ascension, and his sending of the 

Holy Spirit for us. When someone comes to faith and believes in Jesus it can be a life changing 

experience. 

  One recent example of that kind of change is someone who has been in the limelight of the enter-

tainment world as a rapper. His name is Kanye West. Maybe you have heard of him (he is the    

husband of Kim Kardashian). If you have been following him it is an understatement to say that 

last few months of his life have been a surprise to the Christian community. 

  Recently he gave a free impromptu concert at prison in Houston. And through his words and 

songs the newly converted Kanye insisted, "This is a mission, not a show." And he proved it,    

doing his best to set even those prisoners free. Kanye West and his choir brought the message of 

Christ to where it was severely needed. Days afterward, in speaking at a church, he said that we 

are not all so different from those prisoners. We all need Jesus. We all need to repent. And he 

promised, "Following the Bible can free us all." 

  Kanye West has a new album titled "Jesus is King," which brings me to how his story relates to 

Advent, where we look forward to celebrating Jesus having come as a baby to redeem us and how 

he will one day return to this world as our King. In this new album, Kayne shares that his          

priorities are different now. He’s given up his addictions and is letting people know what Jesus 

has done for him, “...that I'm no longer a slave -- I'm a son now, a son of God. I'm free." 

  “Just this month, Pew Research did a survey that essentially says religion -- at least according to 

78 percent of Americans -- is losing its grip on society. And most people think that's a bad thing. 

Why? Because religion is often a force for good. Even in a culture as hostile to faith as ours, the 

majority in this country (55 percent) believe it has a positive effect. Such as strengthening moral-

ity, 53 percent say. Or bringing people together, another 50 percent point out. People can argue 

about Kanye's authenticity or his approach, but they can't argue about this: the message he's bring-

ing is a transformative one.” 

  My takeaway from the Kanye West conversion is hope! It’s a modern day version of God’s call-

ing of Saul, renamed Paul, to be His instrument of the Gospel. If God can work through a man like 

Kanye West, He can work through people in my life (as well as people in yours) who seem to me 

to be unreachable by the Gospel message, people in whom I'd given up hope that they would come 

to Christ. 

  Let us not give up as well. Let us share Jesus even with those who we think are a lost cause! As it 

says in 2 Corinthians 5: 17-18, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 

has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ recon-

ciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;” May God give us the strength and 

courage to not give up - to reach out to His lost ones with perseverance and hope! 

In His grace, 

Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann 
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Ladies’ Aid Notes 
    St. John Ladies’ Aid held its regular meeting on Wednesday, November 6, 2019, at 
1:30 p.m. at the church meeting room.  Marge Manteufel was the hostess. 
    Opening devotions were presented by Gladys Mandernach.  At this time of the year we 
celebrate Thanksgiving, and it is also the end of the church year.  Her meditation         
presented similarities and differences between the two. 
    The Bible study for the afternoon was led by Donna Truelsen with the theme “God’s 
Time.” 
    Nine members answered roll call by relating something in the past week for which they 
were grateful.   
    The audit committee Audrey Gutz and Barbara Walters, reported that they had audited 
the financial records and found them in order.  
    An appeal from Upper Des Moines Head Start was read which asked for donations to 
help fund the Head Start reading program which makes books available to young children.  
The group allowed a contribution for this purpose. 

 

HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS - Please continue to bring them to 

church.  You may place them in the basket on the table in the front entry.   
 

NO SMOKING/NO VAPING! - The Trustees have established a NO SMOKING/

NO VAPING policy for inside the church building and education building.  Please confine 
this activity to the northwest outside door area of the education building where a       
receptacle is available for use.  Thank you for your help in this matter. 
 

STEWARD-CAST NEWSLETTER - These newsletters have been inserted into your 

December newsletter because we had several left over from Stewardship Sunday 

last weekend.  More information about these is on page 10 of the November 17th 

bulletin.   
 

The ST JOHN ADVENT/CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON will be held   
Saturday, December 7th at noon - and all members of the      
congregation are invited to attend. This Holy Season is a      
special time for the family of God to gather in fellowship and 
reflect on the glory of the season.  The noon meal is pot-luck 
style, and your contribution, if possible, would be                  
appreciated.  The Ladies’ Aid is organizing the event.   
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          TAKE NOTE - THIS IS SPECIAL!  

Special services will be held the weekend of Decem-

ber 7th & 8th at St. John.  As a gift to you, the         

congregation...and the community, the St John choir 

will present the cantata, “The Voices of Christmas.”  

John the Baptist was the “voice” calling in the         

wilderness, but through the dialogue and songs 

(based on many traditional carol and hymn         

melodies), “voices” continue to speak the message of salvation to the world. A 

presentation like this is a good “door-opener” and a wonderful time to invite your 

friends and family to our church to hear a Christ-centered Christmas message.     

In the midst of the “busy-ness” of the season, take time to meditate on the real 

reason for our celebration.   
 

FAITHBUILDERS will not meet on December 29th or during the months 
of January and February. 
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Christmas Quiz 
We’ve heard the Christmas story so many times.  Do you think you know everything 
there is to know about this holiday season?  Take this quiz from Lutheran Hour     
Ministries and find out!  They are all true or false questions. 
1. Jesus was born on December 25? 
2. On the night Jesus was born, a star shone to mark the place? 
3. We don’t know how many wise men there were. 
4. Mary and Joseph were turned away from the inn. 
5. Jesus was born sometime between 6 BC and 4 BC. 
 

Are you ready for the answers? 
1. False - While December 25th is the traditional date to celebrate Christ’s birth in 

the Western church, it’s more likely that Jesus was born in the spring (during 
lambing season, when shepherds would have been watching their flocks by 
night). 

2. False - The Bible does not mention a star shining on the night Jesus was born.  
The star is first mentioned in relation to the wise men, who may have arrived as 
much as two years after Jesus’ actual birth.  When the angels told the shepherds 
to look for a sign, they were told to look for a child in a manger.   

3. True - Nearly every Nativity set comes with three wise men (even though the    
actual wise men did not arrive until well after Christ’s birth).  Over the years, 
they’ve been given names, nationalities, and stories of their own.  But, in reality, 
the Bible simply says that Jesus was visited by a group of wise men.  The tradition 
of three comes from the three gifts they brought: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   

4. False - While the innkeeper is a fixture of Nativity plays, the Greek word kataluma 
is better translated as “the place where they were staying” rather than “the inn.”  
Joseph is more likely to have looked for a place to stay with relatives.  With the 
town so full for the census, you can imagine those relatives squeezing them in to 
any small space available - a space not large enough to have a baby.  So Mary 
probably gave birth in the main room of a relatives home, a place where          
domestic animals would be brought in at night for safety and warmth - hence 
the manger.   

5. True - Since B.C. stands for “Before Christ” and A.D. stands for “Anno Domini,” “in 
the year of our Lord,” it seems obvious that Jesus would be born in 0 A.D. But, 
the date of 0 A.D. is based on an early miscalculation.  We know that Herod the 
Great, who plays such a role in the Christmas story, died around 4 B.C., giving us 
the last possible year in which Jesus could have been born (dates B.C. are 
counted backwards, so 6 BC comes before 4 BC).   

https://pursuant8.com/lhm/2019/christmasquiz/ 
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Christmas 
By: Celeste Cummins 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 

 

    Christmas is such a fun time of the year!  Have you ever watched a child as Christmas 

time approaches? Kids are so excited for Christmas!  As The Christmas Song says, “Tiny tots 

with their eyes all aglow will find it hard to sleep tonight.” Sadly, as we get older, we lose 

that glowing excitement, while at the same time, we find it harder and harder to get to sleep 

at night (though, I doubt that has anything to do with the excitement of Christmas)  

    Adults seem to take an almost cynical view of Christmas.  You hear them reminiscing 

about how they were satisfied with just one present, while today’s kids get mountains of 

goods.  Stores start decorating for Christmas as soon as the costumes, skeletons, and bags of 

Halloween candy are sold.  Postal workers cringe at the extra packages they are expected to 

deliver as the year draws closer.  With all this over-emphasis on the worldly side, it’s no 

wonder the holiday has been shorten to a term called “Xmas.”  Yes, adults cringe over that, 

too.  What is the historical background of the term “Xmas?” In order to understand the     

historical meaning behind the term, we have to take a trip back to the Greek language. 

    We all know that Christmas is the holiday that celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ.  The 

name 'Christmas' comes from the Mass of Christ (or Jesus). A Mass service (which is some-

times called Communion or Eucharist) is where Christians remember that Jesus died for us 

and then came back to life. The 'Christ-Mass' service was the only one that was allowed to 

take place after sunset (and before sunrise the next day), so people had it at Midnight! So we 

get the name Christ-Mass, shortened to Christmas.  Over the years, people got tired of      

writing out the word Christmas, so it got abbreviated.  That’s where the Greek comes in. 

    In Greek, the first two letters of Christ’s name look like our capital P and a 

capital X.  When you superimpose those two, you get a Chi Rho, which looks like 

the symbol on the right.  As a result, Christmas was shortened to that Chi Rho 

symbol with “mas” after it (the Chi Rho stands for Christ). Over time, our culture 

just started using the “X” along with “mas,” which makes it look like we’ve taken 

Christ out of Christmas. But, we don’t want to do that.  After all, as the saying 

goes, “Jesus is the reason for the season!”  Next time you see someone writing 

“Xmas” explain what it really means by giving them a little Greek lesson! 
With special help from google and https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/25th.shtml. 
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December Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:  Donna Truelsen & Brooke Gaffney 

 

Bell Ringers:    Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

           

  Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

    
            

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  

has been sponsored by Loretta Rehnstrom.  

 WE WELCOME YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  
       Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m. 

        Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.  
              

              402 Lake Ave  

   Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

      Phone: 712-732-2400 

   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

       Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake 
Altar Flowers 

1st - Gene & Gladys Mandernach 
 
8th - In memory of Marv & Angel 
Jesse 
 
15th - Poinsettias 
 
22nd - Poinsettias 
 
29th -  Bill & Vee Tutt 

 

 

 

 
 

Musicians are encouraged to share 

their talents during our worship   

services throughout the year.  If you 

play an instrument or would like to 

join the choir, please contact our 

music director,  Suzanne Winterhof.  

New members are always welcome.  

St. John is a member of 

the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod (LCMS) 


