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2017 

Join us for these special 
services in December! 

 

Advent Worship Services 
Wed. Dec. 6, 13, & 20 
12:30 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 17th at 6:00 pm 

 

No Saturday evening service on December 23rd  
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Sunday, December 24th at 9:00 am & 6:00 pm 

 

Christmas Day Worship 
Monday, December 25th at 9:00 am 

 

New Year’s Eve Worship  
Sunday, December 31 at 9:00 am only 

(No evening worship service) 
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  

KAYL 8:00 a.m. 

Every Sunday 

Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

       SECRETARY: 

     Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES  

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFF 

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof). 

Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in 

the library at the same time.   

Faithbuilders meets upstairs 

at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday.   
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“My soul magnifies the Lord And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”  
(Luke 1:46-47) 

It is hard to believe that the Advent Season is right around the corner! And 

if you drive around town you will already see a few Christmas decorations 

here and there even though we haven’t even celebrated Thanksgiving yet! 

Yet I have to admit that I really don’t mind, as it is good to be reminded at 

any time of the year of the wonderful fact that God loves us so much He sent 

His Son into the world to save us! 

The text above from Luke is familiar to all of us. It is said by Mary as she 

contemplates the fact that God is finally bringing the Savior into the world. 

Her words continue for a few more verses as she praises Him for His mercy, 

incomprehensible goodness, righteousness, strength and faithfulness!  

Today we know these words of Mary to be called the Magnificat - Mary’s 

hymn of praise to the Lord. It is even a part of our liturgy, and you will find 

it set to music in our hymnal in the Vespers and Evening Prayer Services. It 

is one of what we call canticles, which are words from the Bible which are 

sung as part of a church service.   

To help us celebrate Advent this year we will be looking at these canticles 

as the subject matter of our midweek services leading up to Christmas. We 

will focus on those spoken by beings associated with the Christmas          

narrative, including the Benedicamus, the Gloria in Excelsis, and the Nunc  

Dimittis. 

They all point to God’s love given to us in His Son Jesus. May Jesus be 

the focus of all our plans and activities this Advent and Christmas season.   

In His grace, 

Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann 
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St. John Lutheran Ladies’ Aid held its regular meeting on November 1, 2017 
at 1:30 pm in the church assembly room.  Hostess for the afternoon was 
Janet Glasgow.   
 
President Donna Truelsen presided and greeted those in attendance.          
November birthdays were acknowledged.  Florence Goldsmith led opening 
devotions based on “Blessed are they.” 
 
Pastor Lesemann presented the topic on sharing Christ with others.  Building       
relationships is one of the key points.   
 
Fourteen members answered roll call by telling an item that you would pack 
in a Christian survival kit. 
 
Marge Manteufel reported that she always has need of materials suitable for 
quilt batting and backs (sheets).  There is some interest in not only tying, but 
also piecing quilts at the church.   
 
Information on the National LWML Mite project “Christ for Veterans and Their 
Families” was shared, and a prayer blessing the project was offered.   

 
� � �  � � �  � � �  � � � 

 
A funeral service for Marge Miller, 86 years old, was held November 4, 2017 
at 1:00 pm.  The Saturday group was in charge.   
 
A funeral service for Dee Phillips, 85 years old, was held November 7, 2017 at 
1:30 pm.  Group 3 was in charge. 
 
Thank you to everyone who furnished or served the food and helped clean up 
following these two funerals.  We appreciate all your help.   
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HYVEE RECEIPTS AND BOX TOPS LABELS – Please 
continue to save HyVee receipts and Box Tops labels.  
Place them in the marked basket and box on the table in 
the church entry.  All HyVee receipts will be totaled and 
given to the Grace Preschool.  This will make it possible 
for them to purchase small items such as books, DVDs, 
etc.   

 

COLLECTING EMPTY PILL BOTTLES – St. John LWML are collecting any 

size empty pill bottles with lids (please remove labels if possible).  Place your     

bottles in the labeled basket by the elevator.  These bottles will be sent to an    

organization called Matthew 25:Ministries who will send them overseas to be used 

again.  Thank you for your donations.   
 

PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be 

alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”  

With that verse in mind, we are praying our way through the 

directory (alphabetically). Families will be featured in each 

newsletter that everyone can pray for.  Some items to include 

in your prayers might be if they are sick, ask for healing and 

patience; if they are active members, ask God to keep their 

faith strong; if they have not been in church recently, ask God 

to help them reestablish connections with their faith; if they 

are near death, pray for God’s blessings and assurance of their faith.  The next 

members on our prayer list are Dan, Laurie, Brooke, Madison, & Austin Gaffney; 

Ron & Michael Garlock; Joshua (Kelsey), Ron, Cindy, & Sarah Gillman; Brad Girard; 

Cliff & Janet Glasgow; Carolyn Goecke; Madison & Jayden Goings (and their    

parents, Lance & Brianne); Florence Goldsmith; and Lisa & Dalton Goodman.   

 

DECEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS - I didn’t forget to fill this section in on 

the back page - there just aren’t any!  Please consider signing up to be a greeter 

before church, a bell ringer, or a helper on altar guild!   
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YOU ARE INVITED...DECEMBER 9TH - The St. John 
Christmas Luncheon will be held on Saturday, December 
9th at noon.  The CONGREGATION is invited to attend this 
annual event and enjoy the fellowship and food of the sea-
son.  A special program is being planned following the 
meal.  Mark your calendars NOW to include this as part of 
your Holiday festivities!   
 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT ST. JOHN DURING 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SEASONS  
    Worship services at St. John are always “special” 

as we gather around the Word and Sacra-
ments,  sing His praises, and offer our prayers of 

praise and petition.  Although we follow a liturgical 

form, it is not the “same-old” each week, but there 
is variety in the various worship expressions 

used.  This is especially true during the Advent/Christmas seasons.  To 
grasp the full meaning of Jesus’ birth, regular worship throughout this time 

deepens the meaning of Christ’s coming.   We invite you to these special 
worship services in our festival-decorated sanctuary. 

    Mid-Week Advent Services will be held on Wednesday, December 6, 13, 
& 20, 2017 at 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm.  Have you heard the term 

“canticle?”  Part of the clue is in the beginning “cant…” of the word which 
means “to sing.”  A canticle is words from the Bible which are sung as part 

of a church service.  Our mid-week services will focus on words of praise 
(canticles) spoken by beings associated with the Christmas narrative.  

What do the words of the Benedicamus, the Magnificat, and the Nunc 
Dimittis (using their old Latin names) mean to you today?  Why were these 

words spoken?  How do these songs fit the season today?   

    December 17 -  This is the Third Sunday in Advent, the “Rejoice”     
Sunday.  What better way to rejoice, than to use our  voices in praise to 

God!  The choir and instrumentalists will lead the worship with special    
music of the season.   

    More worship opportunities continue on the next page... 
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    Christmas Eve, December 24 – Again this year  a reflective service 
of “Lessons and Carols” will be the worship opportunity at 6:00 

p.m..  The congregation, with choir and instrumentalists, will hear the 
Christmas message and respond with familiar Christmas carols and 

hymns.  
    Christmas Day, December 25 – What a great way to celebrate the 

birth of Christ than to spend an hour on Christmas morning thanking 
God for His mercy and grace in sending a Savior!  The service is    

scheduled for 9:00 a.m. Join your church family in hearing His Word 
and singing His praise.   

    Many members have family gather at this time of year, and what 
better way to celebrate than to briefly worship together! 

 

THE ANNUAL CHURCH BUDGET MEETING will be on Sunday, 

December 10, 2017 at 11:15 am in the church sanctuary.  

The agenda, budget, and other items pertinent to the 

meeting will be posted on the bulletin board no later than 

Sunday, December 3, 2017.  If you have any questions 

about any of the items, please contact Henry Hardt 

(hardt@bvu.edu or call 732-7998).   
 

EVENTS AT ST. JOHN IN DECEMBER - You may want to mark your        
calendars for these events this month.   
Sunday, December 3rd - 6:00 pm CFS Christmas Party 
Wednesday, December 6, 13, & 20 - Mid-Week Advent Services at 12:30 

and 7:00 pm 
Saturday, December 9th - Noon Ladies Aid Advent/Christmas Luncheon 
Sunday, December 10th - 11:15 am Annual Budget Meeting (Sanctuary) 
Sunday, December 10th - 3:45 pm Youth Caroling & Christmas Party 
Monday, December 11th - Poinsettia Orders Due 
Sunday, December 17th - 6:00 pm Children’s Christmas Program  
Saturday, December 23rd - No evening service 
Sunday, December 24th - 9:00 am Service (no coffee hour) & 6:00 pm 

Worship 
Monday, December 25th - 9:00 am Worship service 
Saturday, December 30th - 6:00 pm (regular Saturday evening service) 
Sunday, December 31st - 9:00 am Service (no evening service)  
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THANK YOU from missionaries Rev. James and Angela Sharp for 
the $281.00 they recently received.   

 

STRUCTURED FOR MISSION - A free workshop called “Structured for 

Misison” will be held at the District office on Saturday, December 2, 2017.  

The workshop will focus on having healthy systems aligned within your   

congregation to support the mission.  What is meant by “healthy” and 

“mission?”  Healthy congregations are those that can adapt to cultural 

change and are able to maintain vitality as they are.  Churches who     

support the mission are able to think, plan, and act in alignment with the 

Great Commission.  They understand their community and are engaged 

with it to proclaim the Gospel.  The vision of these churches is to make 

more disciples - that’s why God put us here in the first place!  Luther 

stated, “We live on earth for no other purpose than to be helpful to     

others…[God] lets us live here in order that we may lead other people to 

believe, doing for them what He has done for us” (Plass, 961).  

    Did you know that during the first 100 years of the LCMS, one new 

church was started every week on average?! From 1870 - 1917, the LCMS 

was adding on average about two churches per week.  From 1917 - 1937 

this slowed to a rate of one new church every two weeks.  But from the 

late 1930’s - 1960, the pace picked up again, with a new church being 

added about every 4 1/2 days.  Now, it’s time for a new reformation! 

Currently, research indicates that 49% of young adults under age 30 are 

unaffiliated or are adherents of non-Christian religions (statistics taken 

from Gospel DNA: Five Markers of a Flourishing Church by Michael     

Newman).   

    Luther believed that it was every Christian’s duty to share the life 

changing message of the Gospel with others.  Let us recommit to sowing 

Gospel seeds with vigor and thanksgiving, so that there will be a greater 

harvest of new disciples and new churches!   

    If you are interested attending this workshop to learn more, please     

contact Pastor Lesemann.   
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Abortion: 2000 Years Ago 

By: Celeste Cummins 

 

    On Monday, January 22, 2018, the decision making abortion legal, Roe vs. Wade, 

will mark its 45th anniversary.  Since then, close to 60 million babies have been legally 

killed in America because of this court ruling.  But, what if that decision had been 

made earlier, much earlier? 

    Let’s take a pretend trip back some 2,000 years to Nazareth where abortion has    

recently become legal.  We will visit the home of a young, unmarried girl named Mary.  

An angel has just told her and her fiancé, Joseph, (on separate occasions) that Mary is 

pregnant with the Son of God and they are to name Him Jesus. 

    However… she begins to have some doubts about this, so she goes over to the local 

Planned Parenthood of Nazareth.  The counselor tells her, “Mary, you are so young.  

Your whole life is still ahead of you.  The two of you aren’t even married yet.  What’s 

it going to look like when people ‘do the math’ and discover you were pregnant before 

the wedding?  How will Joseph support all three of you?  He doesn’t even have any job 

skills yet.  I have a choice that will not bring disgrace to you.  There will be no humilia-

tion involved.  Following it, both you and Joseph can continue on with your lives as a 

normal couple and no one will even know...” 

    You can wake up now, the nightmare is over!  As we know, that was just pretend!!  

But, see how that “choice” would have affected not only Mary, but literally the whole 

world?  It’s not just her choice.  It affects others!  Everyone’s choices do!  For each 

mother that chooses abortion is not only affecting herself, her “choice” reaches out and 

affects the child that was within her, that child’s father, that child’s grandparents, that 

child’s extended family, and potentially could affect the future of the whole world for 

you never know what that child could have grown up to do.  Maybe he would have 

been the person to cure cancer, or solve the problem of world hunger, or she would 

have been the first female U.S. President. 

     If Mary had chosen abortion, there would be no Jesus. No Christmas to celebrate.  

No atonement for sins.  No resurrection.  No hope for eternity.   

      God asked Job, “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundations?” (Job 38:4a) 

and Isaiah 55:8 tells us, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 

my ways,” declares the Lord.”  GOD put each child in their mother’s womb for a      

reason.  Who are we to interfere with His plans? 
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Thank you for you donation of a poinsettia for our Christmas 
service.  Your donation is very much appreciated.   
 

Please keep in mind – In order to guarantee that we are able to 
fulfill your poinsettia order, please make sure your order form 
arrives in the office by 3:00 pm on Monday, December 11, 

2017. 
 

TO ORDER FROM THE CHURCH…  
By filling out the order form below, your poinsettia will be purchased and   
delivered to the church for a cost of $10.00 each.  Checks should be made 
out to “St. John Lutheran Church.”  In the memo line, please indicate 
“Poinsettia.”   
 

Name ________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of _________________________________________________ 

In Honor of ___________________________________________________ 

In joyful celebration of our Savior’s birth ___________________________ 

(If this is your choice, please put a check mark on the line and fill in your name above).   
 

Orders must be placed by Monday, December 11, 2017. 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BRING YOUR OWN POINSETTIA… 
If you wish, you can bring your own poinsettia, but it is requested that they 
all be red.  Please fill in the form above so the names & occasions are           
accurately listed in the bulletin (please print). 
 

Plants may be taken home after the Christmas Day Service 
___ I will take my poinsettia home with me following the Christmas Day Service. 

___ I will pick up my poinsettia before Thursday, December 28, 2017.  Plants left 

after noon on Thursday will be disposed of. 

___ I do not want my poinsettia.  Please deliver it to a shut in.   



 

 12 

December Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:    

 

Greeters: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

         

  Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

         

Bell Ringers:   Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

          

  Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

      

Acolytes:          Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

                       

  Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

           
            

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  

is sponsored by Tim Redenbaugh. 

 WE WELCOME YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  
       Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m. 

        Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.  
              

              402 Lake Ave  

   Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

      Phone: 712-732-2400 

   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

       Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake 

  

Altar Flowers 

3rd - Donna Bumann in memory 
of Don.   
 

10th - Marv/Angel Jesse 
 

17th - Poinsettias 
 

24th - Poinsettias 
 

31st - Harold & Jan Redenbaugh 

 

 

 

 
 

Musicians are encouraged to share 

their talents during our worship   

services throughout the year.  If you 

play an instrument or would like to 

join the choir, please contact our 

music director,  Suzanne Winterhof.  

The choir will rehearse each 

Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm.  

New members are always welcome. 

St. John is a member of 

the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod (LCMS) 


