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Y O U R S O U R C E O F S P I R I T U A L N O U R I S H M E N T
F O R Y O U R S O U L T H R O U G H T H E W O R D

2015

• Wed, Dec 2, 9, & 16 – Midweek Advent Services @ 12:30 pm
and 7:00 pm.
• Sun, Dec 20 – Children’s Christmas Service @ 6:00 pm
• Thur, Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 6:00 pm
• Fri, Dec 25 – Christmas Day @ 9:00 am
• Sat, Dec 26 – No worship service
• Thur, Dec 31 – New Year’s Eve @ 7:00 pm w/H.C.

Staff and Special Events
Pastor Lesemann
Parish Planning Minutes & Budget
Ladies Aid/News and Notes
Poinsettia Order Form
Children’s Christmas Practice Schedule
Hope, Liturgy, and Profession of Faith
Worship Assistants and Flowers
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

++++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Sunday School and H.S. Bible
Class begin at 10:30 am.
In December, the classes will
meet at St John.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof). Pastor Lesemann’s
Bible Study is taking a break
while he fills the Newell vacancy.
ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Message from Pastor Lesemann
Stir Up in Us…
You may have noticed that in most of our worship services there is a collect. Do you
know what a collect is? A collect is a short prayer that, in a sense, collects the thoughts the
church wishes to bring to God for a particular occasion or need. This may seem that it
leaves it wide open as to what to put in a collect, yet the ultimate reason for each petition
or a request is that it would somehow bring glory to God.
Each Sunday of the Church Year has at least one special collect that in some way
relates to the season. But there are also collects to be said after Holy Communion. There
are collects for worship orders other than the Divine Service. And there are collects for
celebrations and special needs.
In the Anglican Church, the Collect for the Last Sunday of the Church Year goes like
this: “Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they,
plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” That collect isn’t in our Lutheran list of collects,
maybe because it seems to teach works-righteousness. But in England it’s so famous that
the Last Sunday of the Church Year is called “Stir-Up Sunday.” That’s the day families go
home and start stirring up Christmas pudding and other holiday treats. Prince Albert is
supposed to have started that tradition.
We Lutherans do have “stir up” prayers, though—and in plenty of time for starting our
holiday baking. In fact, we will use these “stir up” prayers - these collects, to help collect
the thoughts of our midweek Advent services this year. And that “stirring up” is something
that happens not just in a bowl but rather in each of us by the hand of God. As Romans
15:13 tells us, “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
May this Advent season be for you one of hope, joy and peace as you are “stirred up”
and strengthened in faith as you prepare to celebrate our dear Savior’s birth!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce Lesemann
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LADIES AID NOTES
Lois Sahl was the hostess when then Ladies’ Aid met on November 4. Vice-president
Lois Lytle presided.
Devotions were led by Lois Lytle who introduced us to the book, “Family of Jesus,” and
featured Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist. She also had us create our “gratitude”
list, and we were reminded to look at it daily.
Pastor presented the topic on infant baptism explaining the Biblical position of our church
and practices of other churches. Twelve members answered roll call relating what else was
on their Thanksgiving table besides turkey, dressing, and pumpkin pie. The closing devotion
made members aware of the national LWML project to support Phil’s Friends, a group
which brings comfort and hope to those undergoing cancer treatments.
The annual Ladies’ Aid Advent/Christmas Luncheon will be held at noon on Saturday,
December 5. Members of the congregation are invited to attend this pot-luck meal which
will be followed by a special program. This is an opportunity to usher in the Holiday Season
in fellowship, frivolity, and devotion.
LUTHER’S CHRISTMAS is the title of this year’s
Children’s Christmas Service. The kids from Grace and St.
John will team up to present this service to the congregation on Sunday, December 20th at 6:00 pm at St. John
(notice the date; it’s not on Christmas Eve this year).

HOLIDAY SERVICE TIMES - December is a busy
month around a church! To help you plan your holiday worship attendance, please mark your calendars for the following special
service times:
 Wednesday, December 2nd, 9th, and 16th 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm - Advent
 Sunday, December 20th 6:00 pm - Children’s Christmas Service
 Thursday, December 24th 6:00 pm - Christmas Eve
 Friday, December 25th 9:00 am - Christmas Day
 Saturday, December 26th - No Saturday evening service
 Thursday, December 31st 7:00 pm - New Year’s Eve with Holy Communion
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SING AND REJOICE
Music plays an important role in the celebration of the Holy Christmas Season. Throughout the Advent and Christmas Seasons special music is being planned to enhance the
worship services.
On Sunday, December 13, the Choir and Instrumental Ensemble will assist in a special
service with the theme of “REJOICE1”
A new feature for St. John will be the Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve. This
service of lessons and carols will give worshippers an opportunity to meditate and reflect on
Christ’s birth and to join in singing the songs of Christmas.
While many may want to focus on family and fun on Christmas Day, don’t forget the real
meaning of Christmas. As the shepherds on Bethlehem’s hills did, come and worship the
newborn Child in the manger. Festive Christmas music will be the order of the day.
Christmas Day worship begins at 9:00 am.
A SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING will be held on Sunday, December 13,
2015 at 11:15 am in the Fireside Room to approve the proposed 2016 budget.
This proposed budget has been included in the December newsletter on
pages 5-7. It was also an insert in the November 29th bulletin and has been
placed on the bulletin board outside of the secretary’s office.
PHOTOS NEEDED – We would like to try something new at St. John and WE
NEED YOUR HELP. Basically, we would like to update our church records to the 21st
century by incorporating members’ pictures into the church’s digital membership records.
All you need to do is submit a recent picture of yourself/your family to be scanned and
placed in our Shepherd Staff program (we will return the picture to you after we are done).
Once this is complete, we would have the capability to print our own pictorial directory, if
we would choose to do that. Thank you for helping us out with this! In His grace, Pastor
Lesemann
MOVIE PREMIER - Mark your calendar for Sunday evening, December 6 at 7:00
pm to view the premier showing of THE BRIDGE on the Hallmark Channel. This is a
Christian movie based on the book written by Karen Kingsbury.
THANK YOU for the $363.00 for the support of my mission work. Deaconess
Caitlin Worden.
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PLEASE, WE NEED YOUR HELP. It is a monumental task to keep our
church records up-to-date. If you have obtained a new address or phone
number within the past two years, please contact Celeste at the church
office (732-2400) or Lois Lytle at 732-4087. This information should
include any cell phone numbers or email addresses. If you have adult
children who have moved away but have retained their membership at St.
John, please also give us the current information for them. A new church
annual report with the church directory will be published after the new
year. Information that you prefer not to be included in the directory,
simply indicate so. It will at least be available for the church records.
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS - Orders are being taken now through Wednesday,
December 9th for poinsettias for Christmas. An order form has been included on
the next page (one is also in the November 29th bulletin).
TIRED OF SEEING WHITE? - Unfortunately, I can’t do anything about the snow, but
in 2016 we will have new colors for the newsletter covers! Look for orchid and mint green
newsletter covers next year.
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It’s time to order poinsettias for Christmas! The cost is still $10.00 each. If you wish, you
can bring your own, as well, but it is requested that they all be red. It will be listed in the
bulletin who gave each plant, & if you like, you may have them in memory of someone or
in honor of a particular occasion. We ask that you fill in the form below so the names &
occasions are accurately listed (please print).

INSTRUCTIONS….
Please return this form by Wednesday, December 9th using one of several options
Mailing it to the church office or drop it off (mailbox)
Emailing it to the church office…stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Calling the church office with the necessary information
We look forward to decorating the Lord’s Altar each Christmas reminding us of the joy of
celebration as we thank our heavenly Father for the blessings of the Birth of His Son, our
Savior. Please help us to continue this expression of joy in our Christmas Worship Service.

Poinsettia given in memory of __________________________________
(Name)

By________________________________________________________________________
(Names)

Poinsettia given in honor of____________________________________
(Occasion)

By_________________________________________________________
(Names)

Poinsettias given in thanksgiving for the blessings of the Birth of our Savior
by_____________________________________________________________
(Simply state your name)
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Hope
By: Celeste Cummins
Stewardship Thoughts

“We continually remember before our God your work produced by faith,
your labor prompted by love,
and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Thessalonians 1:3).
The verse above was the Stewardship theme for this year. We celebrated Stewardship
Sunday on the weekend of November 15th. In October, we focused on faith. Last month,
we learned about love. This month, we contemplate hope.










What does an anchor do for a ship? An anchor is a heavy device (usually made of metal)
that prevents the ship from drifting away in the pull of the current. In other words, an
anchor keeps a ship safe and grounded. Our faith has an anchor, too. Hebrews 6:19 tells
us, “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” Our hope in Christ
functions as an anchor in our life. The hope we have in Christ is a sure and certain reality
that keeps our faith grounded in Him so it does not drift away when it is tossed about by the
trials in life.
In response to God’s faithfulness, we praise, thank, adore, and worship Christ as the One
who fulfilled His Father’s promises and became our anchor, our source of hope in this
world and in the world to come. So then, how can we live out our response of faith and
love toward God and still live under the hope we have in Christ? In 1 Corinthians 15:58,
Paul offers us three directives of how to live out this mission of Stewardship. First, he
urges us to “be steadfast.” We are to stand firm and let nothing take away our belief in the
truth of God’s Word. Next, we are to be “immoveable.” We are to preach, teach, and live
the truth with joy and confidence. Finally, our life should always be “abounding in the
work of the Lord.” Whatever our occupation or wherever we go, we must always give ourselves fully to the Lord’s work and to sharing this hope that we have in Christ with others.
**There’s more about Hope on the next page!**
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Hope
(continued from the previous page)
Do you feel you are giving yourself fully to the “work of the Lord?” Often people
comment, “Well, all I can do is pray.” In 1 Peter 4:7 clearing your mind and being self
controlled so you can concentrate on prayer is Peter’s first advice. Prayer is not be to an
afterthought, but a first response! Peter continues his advice with showing love, offering
hospitality, using the gifts you have to serve others, speaking, and serving (1 Peter 4:7-11).
That’s quite a list!
Peter then points us back to our anchor when he says, “Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Peter
3:15). What is your hope? What is your answer? Hope is the Christian’s faithful response
to adversity. Despite the gravity of the situation, we cling to the hope, the words, the promises of God that He will be with us (Matthew 28:20), that He will use everything for our
good (Romans 8:28), and that He will never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). May we
echo the words of Edward Mote who wrote, “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’
blood and righteousness” (LSB 575).
In our bulletin, we continue to explain the parts of the
liturgy. In each newsletter, we will provide a deeper
explanation of each of these sections.
Words of Our Lord - These are also known as the Words of Institution. They are the
words spoken by the Pastor over the bread and wine during the Communion service (LSB
p. 162). These words indicate that Christ’s body and blood are truly present, distributed,
and received and that the Lord’s Supper is celebrated and received in accordance with
Christ’s command. It is not a mere meal of remembrance, but a Sacrament by which Christ
Himself comes to us to strengthen us during our earthly journey. When we enter Heaven,
we will no longer celebrate Communion because there we will have Jesus, the Bread of
Heaven, in all His fullness and glory.

OBSERVANCES
At times, it seems like the church has a language all its own. We have made it through most
of the liturgical terms. In November, we started learning about the observances (such as
church seasons, festival days, etc).
Holy Innocents (December 28, 2015) - This festival, observed on December 28th,
commemorates the baby boys in Bethlehem who were killed by King Herod in his attempt
to murder the newborn baby Jesus (Matthew 2).
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Profession of Faith
On Sunday, May 17th Cham Deng, Abigail Lesemann, Georgea Luedtke,
and Loggan Norwood were Confirmed at St. John. In preparation for
their questioning and Confirmation, each year the eighth graders
have to finish five statements. In this newsletter, we feature the
answers to their fifth and final question, “I plan to worship
regularly in my Lutheran faith and partake of Holy Communion often
because…”

“...in the third commandment, God said that we should ‘Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.’ It reminds me that God is always with me. Also, the Holy Communion is a
reminder that my sins are forgiven, as Jesus says in Matthew, ‘This is My blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of their sins.’ And finally,
‘forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are truly offered to all who eat the Lord’s body and
blood in the Sacrament’ as it says in the Catechism.”
“...so I can learn more about God and worship Him. So I can worship with my fellow church
members. And so I can…partake in Holy Communion often, and receive the forgiveness of
sins in this sacrament for Life and Salvation. As it states in 1 John 1:7, ‘But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus,
his Son, purifies us from all sin.’ Christ instituted this sacrament for the purpose of strengthening and increasing our faith.”
“...I want to regularly immerse myself in God’s word and to receive the blessing he gave us.
I also want to receive forgiveness for my sins. As it says in Matthew 26:28, ‘This is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’ By going
to worship regularly, I will keep my faith strong, and it will allow me to thank God for all he
has done for me. Like Paul says in Colossians 3:16, ‘Let the Word of Christ dwell in you
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.’”
“...that is the right thing to do. And that is what God wants me to do. And by partaking of
the Lord’s Supper I will receive benefits. It will give me grace and also the blessing of the
forgiveness of my sins. I also plan to worship regularly so I can continue to learn more
about what God has done for me through His Son.”
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

December Worship Assistants

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL

Altar Guild:

Lynn Schable & Donna J. Truelsen

NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR SOUL

Greeters:

Saturday

THROUGH THE WORD.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

To God be all the Glory.

Sunday
Daev & Donna Dose
Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Emily Johnson
Acolytes:

We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

Special Music

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Emanuiel Gach
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Mercedes Norris

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has been sponsored by Ray & Marilyn Mittelstadt.

You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at
St. John.
The choir
rehearses each
Wednesday
night at 7:30
pm.

Altar Flowers
6th - Donna Bumann
13th - Marv Jesse family

WE WELCOME YOU TO

20th and 27th - Poinsettias

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
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