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Faithbuilders







Wed. Nov. 26 7:00 pm Thanksgiving Eve
Wed. Dec. 3, 10, & 17
12:30 & 7:00 pm Advent
Wed. Dec. 24 6:00 pm Christmas Eve Service
Thur. Dec. 25 9:00 am Christmas Day Worship
Wed. Dec. 31 7:00 pm New Year’s Eve Service

Staff and Special Events
Pastor Lesemann

Nov. 23rd & 30th
10:15 - 11:00 Faithbuilders
11:00 - Noon Practice
Dec. 7th
10:15 K. Matasovsky
Presentation
11:00 - Noon Practice
Dec. 14th & 21st
10:15 - 10:45 Faithbuilders
10:45 - Noon Practice
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

Phone: 712-732-2400

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++

++++

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

of each month

of each month

++++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries
KAYL 8:00 a.m.
Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders, for ages 3 years
thru 8th grade, and the High
School Bible Class both meet at
10:15 a.m. on the 2nd Floor.

Be in the Word

Adult Bible Classes meet at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by
V. Winterhof) and in the Library
(led by Pastor Lesemann).

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Message from Pastor Lesemann
He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord
Jesus. Revelation 22:20
Our Lord Jesus Christ is coming soon! That is what Advent is all about - preparing for
His second coming as we remember and celebrate at Christmas His first coming.
In John 14:9, Jesus tells us, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. ” This is
the basis for our midweek Advent Series, “Come, Lord Jesus, and Show Us the
Father.” Jesus, the Word Incarnate, Shows Us Our Creator, our Provider and the
Father’s Heart. Here’s a little preview of what we’ll be meditating on this advent
season:
Jesus is the Word of God in the flesh, through whom all things were made. At special
times He had shown Himself to His people - revealing impending doom to Noah,
making promises to Abraham, and guiding the Israelites through the Red Sea, for
example. But as the promised Messiah, Jesus - true man but also one with the Father in
the Holy Trinity- showed the Father to be our personal Creator. Not only has He made
everything else, but He has also made each one of us and cares about us dearly.
Jesus is the Bread of Life, sustaining earthly life and eternal life. Some philosophers
depicted God as a clock-maker, creating everything and then simply watching it
unwind. But throughout history, God’s people have acknowledged Him to be the
Provider of all they need. When we see Jesus, the Bread of Life, going to the cross for
us to secure our eternal life, we recognize that all we need for this body and life comes
to us purely by the grace of God.
Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. Before our Lord
appeared in human history, God’s people believed that He cared for them. But only
today, in Christ, can we see the depth of the love in the Father’s heart. He has always
loved us—from before creation—and even while we were yet sinners His love for us
never ceased. It was out of His love for us He sent Christ His Son to save us.
Come, Lord Jesus, and show us the Father!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce H. Lesemann
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Parish Planning Council Meeting

Sunday, November 16, 2014 A.D.

Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order at 11:15.
Pastor Lesemann's devotion was based on Matthew 20:1, "Extremely Generous."
Board of Lay Ministers--Harlan Matasovsky
The lay ministers have accepted Bob and Maxine Wolverton into membership.
Board of Trustees--Dave Dose
The trustees are working on their 2015 budget. Five 16-foot church pews are
available free to St. John members. Ads on Craig's List have garnered no sales.
Board of Youth and Board of Education--Jerry Johnson
Three junior high students attended the youth gathering 10/26-27. They will be
sharing their experience during next Sunday's worship service. No high schoolers will be
able to attend their gathering 11/24-25. This evening is the Banana Bunch Game Night for
the youth.
Christmas Eve practices are scheduled from 11/24 through 12/22. All will last from
11 A.M. until noon except for the last two which will be from 10:45 until noon. A
December Christmas caroling and white-elephant-gift-giving party are being planned with
Grace youth.
The 2016 Youth Gathering in New Orleans is scheduled for July. Procedures and
preparations for budgeting and fund-raising are being planned.
On January 25, the youth will attend a Christian-based improv night.
Pastor Lesemann
Kristin Matasovsky will return from South Africa for a visit and will render a thankyou to the members at the services on December 6 and 7. On Sunday she will speak after
the worship service about her mission. On Saturday, December 6, at 1 P.M. she will be at
Mission Central.
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Treasurer's Report--Karen Fletcher (printed--and posted on the church bulletin boards)
Executive Director Henry Hardt
Iowa District West has requested its LCMS member congregations to make a
mission and ministry commitment for 2015.
The IDW website www.iowamissions.org will receive any mission ideas which need
funding to accomplish. Requests must be made by March 1, 2015.
At the January 4, 2015, voters' meeting the congregation should select a delegate to
the summer 2015 IDW convention and must also make nominations for President, Board
of Directors, and other positions.
Also at that meeting we must make a decision about supporting the hispanic ministry
of Grace.
Completed budgets must be submitted to Karen Fletcher by December 14.
The budget information meeting will be Sunday, December 21, at 11:15 A.M. in the
Fireside Room in conjunction with the next parish planning meeting.
Budget information will be in the bulletin the weekend of December 13 and 14.
The Endowment Committee is looking for several new members to fill openings. If
interested, see Henry Hardt.
Hardt adjourned the meeting at 11:45. We closed by praying the Lord's Prayer.

We wish everyone
at St. John a...
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St. John Family:
As voting members of St. John you have the right and responsibility to review and vote on
the 2015 budget at the January 4th voter’s meeting.
Departments are submitting their figures and a proposed 2015 budget review will be
printed in the bulletin and a meeting planned for December 21, 2014 at 11:15 to discuss
these items. You are welcome to come and voice your thoughts and opinions on the
proposals.
In a effort to inform you of the current 2014 expenditures, I have decided to provide you
with a list of the regular checks I write bi-weekly, monthly and quarterly in 2014. I will
start with the payroll as it is our largest expense item.
I write a check to Concordia Plan Services each month for $3391.10 to pay for the
employees benefit package. This includes their health care, disability and retirement in the
following amounts:
Pastor & family
$2014.57
Renae
$ 699.97
Celeste
$ 676.56
As mentioning the benefit package first, we also pay a 100% of the employees deductible
on their health care annually in the amount of:
Pastor & family
$4,000.00
Renae
$2,000.00
Celeste
$2,000.00
Pastor’s salary is split between his salary and his housing. His salary is taxable and he
pays the self employment rate for his own social security and medicare. His salary is paid
bi-weekly (every 2 weeks) : Salary: $1403.85 and Housing $769.23. We also pay a
retirement match of $21.73 every 2 weeks for him in addition to the above.
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We do match the Social Security and Medicare for our other employees.
Celeste: Pay- 24 hours – every week, pd bi-weekly $548.16
Social Sec & Medicare match –bi-weekly
43.68
Renae: Salary- pd bi-weekly
$670.00
Social Sec & Medicare match – bi-weekly
51.28
Suzanne: Pd Monthly
$550.00
Social Sec. & Medicare match-monthly
42.08
Other bills regularly paid are:
Alliant Energy – Gas – winter estimates:
Church
Pd Monthly
Ed Bldg. Pd Monthly
Mid America –Electricity – budget bill Mo.
Commercial Insurance – Pd Quarterly
Sunshine Services – garbage Pd. Monthly
City of Storm Lake – water – Pd Monthly
Key Equipment – Copier – Pd Monthly
Marco Equip. – Copier Maint. – Pd Monthly
WOW – Telephone - Pd Monthly

$1,000.00
$1,800.00
$ 512.00
$2,100.00
$ 33.00
$ 100.00
$ 109.00
$ 68.50
$ 132.00

These are only our scheduled bills.
You can follow the deposits and budget figures in the bulletin. We have not met our budget
figures this year but have been blessed to be able to pay the bills presented this year to date.
Please see the budget figures for the full year totals. I hope this will help you understand
our current budget. Please review the upcoming 2015 budget figures, ask questions, share
your concerns and thoughts with department heads and lastly come to the January 4, 2015
voter meeting to express your wishes as a St. John voter.
Thank You so much for your support and help to pay our bills when due.
Your treasurer, Karen Fletcher
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Funeral services for Mike Porter, age 73, were held on November
3, 2014 at 11:00 am. Following the service, a luncheon was
served. Group 1 was in charge. Pork loin, cheesy potatoes, and
buns were catered by Lakeshore. In addition, salad and bars were
provided by our members. Those furnishing or serving the food
included Phyllis Southwick, Lois Lytle, Lois Sahl, Joann
Oatman, Pat Boisen, Marilyn Mittelstadt, Barbara Walters, Linda
Falck, Karen Fletcher, Deb Jesse, Loretta Rehnstrom, Carolyn
Goecke, Clair Benna, Inez Eimers, Lori Dicks, Donna Dose, Fonda Sievert, Jolene Davis,
Crystal Brake, Celeste Cummins, Donna Bumann, T.R. Benna, Terra Sievers, Kyle Cejka,
Deb Matasovsky, Marlys Youngdahl, Pom Cook, Patty Barnes, and Sharen Peters.
Additional workers were Donna Truelsen, Lloyd Bumann, Bob Fletcher, Ron Neir, Jerene
Neir, and Renae Norwood. Thank you to everyone!
Funeral services for Ron Fritz, age 73, were held November 12, 2014 at 10:30 am. Following the
service, a buffet luncheon was served. Group 2 was in charge. Scalloped potatoes and ham casserole
and rolls were catered by HyVee. In addition, salads and bars were provided by our members. Those
furnishing and serving the food included Donna Truelsen, Loretta Rehnstrom, Denise Ballou, Diane
Krueger, Linda Falck, Carolyn Goecke, Laurie Gaffney, LaVerne Grigsby, Delores Holliday, Lynn Hardt,
and Renae Norwood. Thank you to everyone who brought food and helped at the funeral.

November Ladies’ Aid Notes
November 5 was the meeting date of the Ladies’ Aid. Lois Sahl was the hostess who served refreshments. Barb Walters led the opening devotion based on Psalm 103 which exhorts us to praise and
bless the Lord for all His blessings. The topic was presented by Phyllis Southwick on “Sanctuaries.”
She reminded us that a church is often a sanctuary, and further pointed out that the Garden of Eden
was the first sanctuary; Noah’s Ark was a later one. Using Bible texts read by members she related
how it is important for each of us to find our own sanctuary - our safe place where we can feel the
presence of God; He is our refuge. We closed using the LWML resource of information on the national
grant to Voices of Care for developmentally disabled persons and the accompanying prayer.
The Ladies’ Aid also reminds members of the Christmas luncheon which will be at noon on Dec. 6th.
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Wait, Watch, and Prepare
By: Celeste Cummins
Tuesday, November 11, 2014
Do you like to wait or do you grow impatient when you are delayed? November is turning out to be a time of waiting for me. My landlord gave me 30 days notice to move.
According to the terms of his note, I have to be out of my place by the end of November. I
began writing this on November 11th. It is now one full week later (Nov. 18th) and not
much has changed in my situation. I have been in contact with a lawyer who is going to try
to get an extension of time, but I have had no word back on that endeavor yet. So, as I wait,
I also watch. I watch for a different place to open up and become available. Many of you
are helping me with this task. Thank you so much for your support! I have been following
up on your leads, but so far have found nothing within my budget. And, I prepare. I’m
collecting boxes and packing my things into them. I continue to prepare for a move to an
unknown destination.
Some days, I feel like Abram must have felt when God told him, “Go to the land I will
show you” (Genesis 12:1). God did not tell him where this land was or how long it would
take to get there. So, Abram packed his things, waited, and watched until God told him to
stop traveling. When Abram arrived at his destination, God’s words were, “To your
offspring I will give this land” (Genesis 12:7).
As our church year draws to a close, many of our readings each Sunday encourage us to
be prepared, to watch, and to wait (Matthew 24:36-44, Matthew 25:1-13, 1 Thess. 5:1-11).
Watch, wait, and prepare for what? Jesus’ second coming, of course. Our earthly lives are
filled with uncertainties and questions. Right now mine is filled with these questions: if the
lawyer is able to get an extension, how long will it be? Should I look for a place to rent or
should I take a chance at buying a place? With an uncertain move date, how much can I
pack that I will not need before I move? Is the lawyer just offering me a false sense of hope
and I will end up homeless in less than two weeks?
Despite all the uncertainty, I am trying to remain positive. Those who know me well
have heard me express how much I hate cooking. In a text message to my son the other
day, I told him I was going to start packing the things that I never use - “like all of my
kitchen supplies!” ☺ God has a plan to take care of me so that it all ends up for my good
(Jeremiah 29:11 and Romans 8:28). I may not know where I’ll be living in a few weeks,
but because I (we) have faith in Jesus, we already know where we will be living someday.
While we are on earth, we watch, wait, and prepare for our final move — to Heaven!!
(I just hope that isn’t quite the move that God has planned for me now)…
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You have two options for providing poinsettias this year. First, you may purchase your
own RED poinsettia(s) and deliver yourself to the church beginning December 16.
Second, you may purchase a poinsettia for $10 and it will be delivered to St. John. Please
make checks to “St. John Lutheran Church” and write “Poinsettia” in the memo line. The
bulletin will list who gave each poinsettia and you may give it in honor or in memory of
a loved one or special occasion. Please complete the form below so the names and
occasions are accurate (please print).

INSTRUCTIONS….
Please return this form by Wednesday, December 10th using one of several options:
Mail it to the church office or drop it off (mailbox)
Email it to the church office…stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Call the church office with the necessary information.
We look forward to decorating the Lord’s Altar each Christmas reminding us of the joy of
celebration as we thank our heavenly Father for the blessings of the Birth of His Son, our
Savior. Please help us to continue this expression of joy in our Christmas Worship
Service.

Poinsettia given in memory of __________________________________
(Name)

By________________________________________________________________________
(Names)

Poinsettia given in honor of____________________________________
(Occasion)

By_________________________________________________________
(Names)

Poinsettias given in thanksgiving for the blessings of the Birth of our Savior
by_____________________________________________________________
(Simply state your name)
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CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON - DECEMBER 6 — St. John Ladies’ Aid
is sponsoring the St. John Christmas luncheon on Saturday,
December 6 at noon. ALL members of the congregation (women
and men) are invited to attend this congregational event. Following the pot-luck buffet, a special program and devotions will be
presented. Usher in the Christmas season enjoying good food,
fellowship, and a time to reflect on the meaning of the birth of a Savior. Circle the
date and time on your calendar NOW.
SPECIAL SERVICE - DECEMBER 7 — St. John Choir
and St. John Instrumental Ensemble will present
“Christ Came for All” at the 9:00 a.m. worship
service on December 7. This special gift to the
congregation and community relates the need for a
Savior and God’s great love in sending His Son. The
message is further enhanced by the use of carols
and hymns from many different lands and peoples. This worship service has
been prepared especially for this church, and volunteers have been rehearsing
for some time to give you a meaningful worship experience. If you enjoy the
music of the Christmas season and the opportunity to sing and hear it, please
join us. Invite your friends and neighbors to also attend!
MOMENTS TO WORSHIP - The wonderful seasons of
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s are upon us
again. This gives us the opportunity to praise, worship,
and bless our Creator throughout the week, instead of
just on Saturday evening or Sunday morning. Mark
these dates on your calendars and join with your St.
John family to thank and praise our God who has
blessed us with “every good and perfect gift” under Heaven (James 1:17).
Wednesday, November 26th - Thanksgiving Eve Service at 7:00 pm
Wednesday, December 3rd, 10th, & 17th - Advent Services at 12:30 and 7:00
Wednesday, December 24th - Christmas Eve Service at 6:00 pm
Thursday, December 25th - Christmas Day Worship at 9:00 am
Wednesday, December 31st - New Year’s Eve Service at 7:00 pm
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MISSIONARY PRESENTATION - Kristin Matasovsky,
Missionary in South Africa, will be speaking at St. John’s on
Saturday, December 6th during the service and also on
Sunday, December 7th during the Sunday School hour at
10:15 am. Please join us as she describes what life is like in
South Africa and the mission work that is being done there.
THE ST. JOHN BANANA BUNCH BIBLE CHRISTMAS
CAROLING PARTY - The Banana Bible Bunch is joining up
with our Grace brothers and sisters to go caroling. It is
scheduled for Sunday, December 14 at 3:45 pm. After we carol
in the community, we will have a Fun Christmas Party hosted
by the St. John Youth group at the Church. Junior and Senior
High students are asked to bring a gag gift that they made,
found, or reused for the party. And the students are invited to
bring any treats to share. A Christmas drink will be provided. Come, relax, and
have a BUNCH of fun. Please plan on meeting at St. John at 3:45 pm before we go
caroling.
If you have any questions, call Jerry 732-2775 or email
Johnson@bvu.edu.

MARY AND MARTHA LADIES! It’s that time again...putting
up the tree and decorating the church for Christmas. This
will be on Monday, December 1st at 6:30 pm and will take
the place of our November/December meetings. We will
also be addressing Christmas cards to shut-ins. Please
come, bring your mites and join us as we prepare for the
Christmas season!

THANK YOU for the $333.00 given in support of Rev. Joel and Clarion
Fritsche who will be preparing to go to the mission field in the Dominican Republic.
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MILITARY EXPERIENCE – Have you ever spent Christmas away from family
while you were in the military? Maybe you were deployed to another country or fighting in a war overseas. If you have been in that situation, what was your experience?
How did you spend Christmas? Was it just another day that passed by as any other or
was it set apart in some way? Did you receive a “care package” from anyone back
home? It doesn’t matter if the experience was recent or 70 years ago, if you or
someone you know has been in this situation, please share your experiences with
Celeste via phone (732-2400), note (put in the mailbox outside my office), mail (402
Lake Ave – Storm Lake, IA 50588), or email (stjohnstormlake@gmail.com) by Thanksgiving. One member has shared their experience, so we encourage others to share
their stories, too. Thanks!

GIFT GIVING TIME! Don’t pass up this great opportunity to give yourself a
gift to nourish your soul and attend the 36th Biennial LWML National Convention,
June 25-28, 2015 in Des Moines. The convention is privileged to have many
outstanding proclaimers, speakers, leaders, and presenters to load us up with God’s
Word to share with others. The theme, “Bountiful! Sow ● Nourish ● Reap” highlights 2 Corinthians 9:8 “And God is able to make all grace abound in you so that in
all things having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” Call for
Workers forms are due January 15, 2015. Check your district website http://
idwlcms.org/lwmlnews.php or http://www.lwml-ied.org/ for forms, latest updates,
and issues of the Host Committee Convention Newsletter Bountiful Blessings.
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully
administering God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10).
ILSTO - December 31st is just around the corner. The Iowa Lutheran
Schools Tuition Organization will gladly accept your gift that will provide financial
assistance to our students. Your donation needs to be postmarked no later than
December 31. Tax credits are available but the closer you donate to the deadline
please call to make sure credits are available. You will receive a 65% tax credit on
your Iowa taxes and possible charitable contribution on your federal form. To get
more information about donating go to www.iowalutheransto.org or
www.iowasto.org or call Dewey Torkelson (712-260-2991).
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DEVOTION BOOKLET - Are you looking for a special,
religious Christmas gift for a Senior Citizen in your life?
Hope-Full Living is a quarterly devotion booklet created
especially for those who have reached the retirement
years. It has an easy to read, large print format and features
devotions from a variety of authors. If you would
like to see a copy and obtain subscription information, Celeste has the January—March 2015 issue in her office. Please stop by and see her. You’ll be surprised when you see who the author of the January 1st devotion is (hint: you all
know her)!
ADVENT DEVOTION BOOKLET - “An Advent Devotion for Families” is
available from the District’s Family Ministry Committee. The devotional can be
THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
The world looked so ugly,
So brown and so bare,
The spirit of Christmas
Scarce seemed to be there.

“The Christmas Spirit” was taken from The First Christmas - A Christmas Service of Songs and Readings
(Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO 1929).
Single copy - $.06, Dozen - $.60, Hundred - $4.50. This
is recitation #11, p. 23.

But the Lord sent His angels
From heaven that night,
And painted the earth
In the purest of white.
So let’s pray may God send them
To your heart and mine,
And cleanse it again
With His spirit divine.
That we may shine forth
Through the gift of His love,
As bright as the angels
Who worship above.
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR SOUL
THROUGH THE WORD.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

To God be all the Glory.

December Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:
Greeters:

Lynn Schable & Donna Jean Truelsen
Saturday
Renae Norwood
Sunday

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

Acolytes:

We’re on the Web! Http:
//www.stjohnstormlake.org

Special Music
You are invited to share
your musical talents in our
worship services here at
St. John.
The
choir
rehearses at
7:30 pm on
Wednesday
evenings.

Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Emily Johnson
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Loggan Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Abigail Lesemann

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
is sponsored by Ron & Barb Walters.

Altar Flowers
7th - In memory of Marv & Angel
Jesse
14th - Harold and Jan
Redenbaugh Anniversary
21st - Poinsettias

WE WELCOME YOU TO
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!

28th - Poinsettias
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