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Special Worship Services in December 

 

� Wednesday, 4th - 12:30 pm & 7:00 pm Advent Service 

� Wednesday, 11th - 12:30 & 7:00 pm Advent Service 

� Wednesday, 18th - 12:30 & 7:00 pm Advent Service 

� Sunday, 22nd - Choir Concert (during Worship) 
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9:00 a.m. 
+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  

KAYL 8:00 a.m. 

Every Sunday 

Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 
+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

Sunday Services  

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

 SECRETARY: 

            Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

 

SUNDAY 

MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE 

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFF 

Be in the Word 

Adult Bible Classes meet at 10:30 
a.m. in the Fireside Room (led by 
V. Winterhof) and in the Library 
(led by Pastor Lesemann). 

Faithbuilders, for ages 3 years 
thru 8th grade, and the High 
School Bible Class both meet at 
10:15 a.m. on the 2nd Floor. 
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Message from Pastor Lesemann 

 

 
    Christ Came to Help Those In Need… 

“When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them…”        
Matthew 14:14 

Since our church is situated on “church corner,” we are often frequented by people who are 
“in need,” because they know that churches are in the business of helping people. 

A few weeks ago a visitor stopped by our office.  I was busy and needed to spend some 
quality time on sermon preparation.  Still, God led her there, so would it have been right for 
me to turn her away?  So with an inward sigh, I invited her to sit in the fireside room a while 
to have a talk; the sermon work could wait. When anyone stops by for assistance, I feel it is 
necessary to stop and talk with them a while to get to know their situation.  This woman’s 
situation was not unusual: a story of trouble, admitted mistakes, with hopes for better times in 
the future. After talking with her a while, the Holy Spirit led me to have compassion on her 
and help her.  And at the end of our visit we prayed and we worked out a way that I, and    
possibly others in our church, could help. 

Having compassion on people is not necessarily a natural characteristic, at least not on my 
part.  Often the devil tries his hardest to get me to take the selfish way and push these       
situations on to someone else, anyone else!  But as believers in Christ, what moves us to be 
compassionate is the Holy Spirit.  He reminds us that God has been kind to us by giving us 
the joyous gifts of forgiveness of sins and eternal life in Christ!  He reminds me personally 
that our church being on a well-known corner is a good thing.  Many people stopping by to 
ask for aid means more chances to share Jesus with those who may not have heard His      
message. 

As Christians, our help to others has purpose, as it points to the One who first helped us!  
As we help others they will hopefully, as the Holy Spirit works on them, be led to know the 
joy we know and also to seek and have God’s help in Christ. 

What a wonderful God we have, who out of His compassion for us sent His Son Jesus!  
Jesus Christ came into the world for the sole purpose of saving us, knowing we were unable 
to help and save ourselves.  Out of His love for us, he willingly did His Father’s will and 
humbled Himself to serve us. 

As we plan our celebration of His coming to earth and remember His great compassion for 
all of us through His life, death and resurrection, may our compassion for others flow freely 
out of our gratitude to Him.  May His compassion and work to save us always be our reason 
to have compassion on others! 

In His grace, 

Pastor Lesemann 
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     The Ladies’ Aid welcomed two new members at its meeting on November 
6; they are Barb Walters and Nyarok Chan.  Hostess for the meeting was Barb 
Haynes.  Marilyn Mittelstadt led an interesting opening devotion as she related 
facts about the lives of the writers of four favorite hymns: “Amazing Grace,” 
“A Mighty Fortress,” “We Gather Together,” and “The Lord Bless You and 
Keep You.”  In the absence of President Donna Truelsen, Jan Magnussen    
conducted the meeting.   

    The topic, “Legacy for Life,” was presented by Lois Lytle.  While many think 
of a legacy in the form of money or property, she challenged us to think of 
our Christian legacy.  Our inheritance comes all the way from Adam and Eve 
(sin), to the wonderful promise of a Savior, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
How are we passing that legacy to our children and grandchildren? 

    Roll call was answered by ten members and four guests; each recounted 
someone who expressed thanksgiving or gratitude in the Bible.  

    Plans for the annual Christmas luncheon were discussed.  The monthly 
LWML Mite Story was shared which featured the national project of $100,000 
to assist in the training 
of indige- nous Pas-

tors and Deaconesses at the Fort Wayne Seminary.   

 

 

 

     The annual St. John Christmas Luncheon 

sponsored by the Ladies’ Aid will be Saturday, 

December 7 at noon at the church.  ALL 

MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION AND THEIR SPOUSES are wel-

come to attend.   A special     program is planned featuring a 

speaker from the POW Museum at Algona who will talk about the 

German POWs who spent time in the Algona area during World 

War II.   
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Sing We Now of Christmas 

   

    When one thinks of the Christmas season, 
one probably immediately recalls the music 
associated with the season.  The church  
services in December will feature those 
cherished Advent and Christmas hymns.  A 
special service in song is being planned for December 22nd.  The choir will pre-
sent several  

selections, and the talents of many other musicians  

will be featured.   If you enjoy singing the songs of the  

Season, don’t miss the Advent/Christmas services!   

 

 

Special Worship Service Times in December 

     The Advent and Christmas season will soon be upon us.  This means more       
opportunities to worship our Lord, to thank Him for the many blessings in our lives, 
and to prepare for Christ’s coming as the Babe of Bethlehem.  To share in the joy of 
this special Holiday season, consider inviting a friend to attend these special        
worship services with you: 

    * Wednesday, December 4th - Advent Services begin at 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm.   

    * Wednesday, December 11th - Advent Services at 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm. 

    * Wednesday, December 18th - Final Advent Services at 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm. 

    * Sunday, December 22nd - “Emmanuel - God with Us” is the theme of the Choir 
Concert that will be featured during the Sunday morning service at 9:00 am.   

    * Tuesday, December 24th - Faithbuilders Christmas Eve Service (6:00 pm). 

    * Wednesday, December 25th - Christmas Day Worship Service (9:00 am). 

    * Tuesday, Dec. 31st - New Year’s Eve Service with Holy Communion (6:00 pm).   
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Funeral Luncheon  
        Funeral services for Les Grunig, age 89, were held on October 22, 2013 at 10:30 am.  Fol-
lowing the service, a luncheon was served.  Group 4 was in charge.  Scalloped potatoes and 
ham casserole and buns were catered by       Hy-Vee.  In addition, salads, bars, or cakes were 
provided by our members.  Those furnishing or serving the food included Lorna Lussman, 
Marge Manteufel, Renae Norwood, Naomi Benna, Marleen Otto, Linda Falck, Jane Meyer, 
Sharen Peters, Ladene Ponsor, Sally Wilkens, Barb Phillips, Diane Overmohle, Bev Miller, 
Karen Morenz, Renee Phillips, Marilyn Mittelstadt, Jerene Neir, and Judy Krebs.  Additional 
workers were Audrey Gutz and Lloyd Bumann.  Thank you to everyone who helped or fur-
nished food.   

 

 

 

 

    Thank you for coming to the Thank You and Welcome Luncheon on Sunday, November 17, 
2013.  If you could not make it, we still want to say Thank You and Welcome to the members 
of St. John.  Stewardship and Evangelism members want you to know how much you are ap-
preciated!!  The smallest of deeds and contributions can help and inspire others to want to 
share in our joy.  We hope you feel you are a special part of the St. John family.  Please feel 
free to suggest ideas that would continue to provide growth to our Christian family by using 
the slip below.  These can be turned in through December 15th to the     office or in the collec-
tion box in the front entry.  If you didn’t pick up one of the pens Evangelism provided, stop by 
the office and pick one up, share it with a friend, or leave it where someone will see its mes-
sage.  Working together in His Name, Stewardship and Evangelism 

The Stewardship Committee would like to encourage you to share your ideas for 

ways to improve St. John.  If you have a particular talent or a skill that you would 

like to use, please include that, as well as your name.  Ideas may be turned in 

through December 15th.  Thank you for helping spread the Good News!   

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________  
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The Perfect Christmas  

By: Celeste Cummins  
 

    Everywhere we look this time of year, we see different suggestions for how to make this 
the perfect Christmas.  Merchants want you to purchase everything from the ideal present to 
shiny wrapping paper to LED lights and anything in between.  On the other side of the spec-
trum, there is a book called Unplug the Christmas Machine.  It offers advice on how to    
combat the commercialism of Christmas and create a more joyful and stress-free holiday 
season.  But, is that what comprises the perfect Christmas – presents under the tree 
wrapped in shiny paper and glistening beneath a tree decked with LED lights or a no-stress 
month?   

    As we ponder that first Christmas long ago when Jesus was born, what details of the 
story can we notice?  The first unusual aspect about it occurs about 9 months before when 
an angel appears to Mary and tells her she will have a son (Luke 1:26-38).  That’s definitely 
an unusual way to find out you are going to have a baby.  Stressful?  Certainly!  She was 
young and not married so that alone would cause a lot of uncertainty, awkwardness, and 
embarrassment.  When Joseph finds out about this news, he wants to discreetly leave her 
(Luke 1:19).  Considering the stigma associated with it back then, you can’t blame him for 
not wanting to be associated with a woman who ends up pregnant before their wedding.  
But, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and told him not to be afraid to marry 
her because she will have a son whom they will name Jesus (Luke 1:20-21).  At this point, 
Joseph may have been thinking that things were getting even more bizarre, nevertheless, 
he followed the angel’s directions (Luke 1:24).  In Luke’s Gospel account, the next thing 
Mary and Joseph faced was a census which required them to travel from Nazareth to    
Bethlehem.  Even now, some doctors do not recommend traveling via airplane during the 
later stages of pregnancy, but this was a journey of some 70 miles – on foot or riding on a 
donkey!  That would certainly be on the doctor’s list of no-no’s now a days.  All of this culmi-
nated in the birth.  It was not in a modern medical center with the latest medical gadgets 
available, as moms have now.  There was no doctor present.  Mary’s mom was not there.  
Not even a midwife attended her.  No one was present to assist this young girl.  Imagine 
how scared and unsure she must have felt.  Not to mention, after the baby was born, He 
was not put in a warm bassinette; He was laid in a manger that the animals ate out of! 

    Does any of part of this very first Christmas sound like the perfect, stress-free way to 
spend your holiday?!  Undoubtedly not, which is why I like this quote, “When Christmas 
doesn’t fit your expectations of what the perfect holiday should be, think about how Joseph 
and Mary probably didn’t think that manger was the perfect place for their child to be born.  
But look at what a perfect Christmas that turned out to be” (Joel Osteen from his book The Christ-
mas Spirit: Memories of Family, Friends, and Faith).   

    As we think about all those details of Jesus’ birth that first Christmas and we realize that it 
was anything but stress-free, we can’t help but notice that Mary and Joseph didn’t fret that it 
wasn’t the perfect way to bring a baby into the world.  Yet, because of their perfect Christ-
mas, we, too, celebrate the perfect Christmas every year because Immanuel - “God with us” 
– has been born!    
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You have two options for providing poinsettias this year.  First, you may purchase your 
own RED poinsettia(s) and deliver yourself to the church beginning December 18.  Second, 
you may purchase a poinsettia for $10 and it will be delivered to St. John.  The bulletin will 
list who gave each poinsettia and you may give it in honor or in memory of a loved one or 
special occasion.  Please complete the form below so the names and occasions are accurate 
(please print).   

  

INSTRUCTIONS…. 

      Please return this form by Wednesday, December 11th using one of several options: 

Mail it to the church office or drop it off (mailbox) 

Email it to the church office…stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

Call the church office with the necessary information.  

 

We look forward to decorating the Lord’s Altar each Christmas reminding us of the joy of 
celebration as we thank our heavenly Father for the blessings of the Birth of His Son, our 
Savior.  Please help us to continue this expression of joy in our Christmas Worship Service. 

 

Poinsettia given in memory of _________________________________________________ 

                                                                            (Name) 

By_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                      (Names) 

Poinsettia given in honor of____________________________________________________ 

                                                                              (Occasion) 

By________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                        (Names) 

Poinsettias given in thanksgiving for the blessings of the Birth of our Savior 

by________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                  (Simply state your name) 
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OPERATION BARNABAS 

Storm Lake Chapter 

 

What is Operation Barnabas?  Operation Barnabas is a nationwide LCMS (Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod) outreach ministry to the military community.  The purpose of  
Operation Barnabas in Storm Lake is to give LCMS members and other volunteers in the 
greater Storm Lake area, opportunities to physically help and provide spiritual care for   
active military, their families and veterans in our area.   

Our goal is to witness to the work of the crucified risen Christ, offer acts of mercy to those 
in need, and foster Koinonia (fellowship/life together) to the military communities         
surrounding Storm Lake, both active and retired.  

 

How can I help?  We are asking for your help and prayers, as we reach out to the military 
community.  Thousands of Iowa soldiers are currently deployed away from their homes 
and are separated from their families.  Please see the next page of this newsletter for 
some ways you can help.  If you have any of the skills indicated on the list and would be 
willing to contribute them to help a military family in need, will you please mark it and 
return this form to your church office today?  Your church will forward these forms to us  
at the Operation Barnabas Storm Lake Chapter.  

 

Can I get involved in the new chapter in the Storm Lake area?  YES!!!  We are       
inviting veterans and individuals interested in the military to join us as we help families.   
It is a small way we can thank them for their service and sacrifice they have given for our 
freedom.  Chapter meeting are not required by volunteers but you are always welcome to 
join us to learn more about what we can do and how you can serve.  Currently meetings are 
generally the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7PM at Zion Lutheran, rural Storm Lake.  Our 
goal is to have at least one contact/voice from each congregation in the Storm Lake circuit 
(to help find out needs and to better communicate)! 

 

Where can I get more information?  Zion Lutheran Church 1725 - 555th St.   Storm 
Lake, IA 50588 phone is 712-732-5223 

 

See the next page of the newsletter for ways you can help!   
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OPERATION BARNABAS 

Storm Lake Chapter 

Yes! I want to support our military!!! 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip:_________________________________________________________ 

Phone:_______________ Cell:_________________ Email: ________________________ 

 

I am (please circle applicable):     Veteran      Current military       Concerned 

Military family member        Military supporter 

 

     Ways I can volunteer to help (please check): 

__ Home repair general      __ Painter   __ Plumber 

__ Carpenter         __ Mowing   __ Gardening 

__ Electrician         __ Raking   __ Event helper 

__ Counselor/Social Worker    __ Child Care  __ Financial donations 

__ Minor auto repair       __ Prayer partner 

Special skills (please specify)_________________________________________________ 

Other____________________________________________________________________ 

 

___I want to show my support by attending community sendoff and /or return ceremonies 
for soldiers. 

 

Please keep me informed of Operation Barnabas… 

___Service projects                     

___Meeting dates and times (we currently meet 2nd Thursday of the month at 7PM at Zion, 
rural Storm Lake) 

___This group(s) could be contacted by Operation Barnabas to spread  the word of our 
military support _______________________ 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO YOUR CHURCH OFFICE TODAY! 

Questions?  Please call Zion, rural Storm Lake at 712 732-5223 
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The Office of Mission Advancement sends their thanks for the support that 

St. John recently gave to Rev. Charles and Deborah St. Onge, Rev. John & 

Julie Muhly, and Rev. Frederick Reinhardt.  These missionaries received $705 

total from St. John members.   
 

At the end of the year, our thoughts turn to praising God for the blessings He has 
given us throughout the year and to sharing those blessings with others.  One way 
in which we can share with others is by supporting missionaries and mission     
projects that are currently underway in other parts of the world.  Gary Thies at 
Mission Central has suggested what he calls “Mission Central Thank Offering 
Support Projects—2013.”  The list will be posted on the bulletin board and also 
below for you to consider ways that you can help spread God’s love to others who 
have not heard about Him.   

 

The first two projects Gary suggests are helping to support two missionaries who 
are especially in need of financial contributions to continue their work.  They are 
Matt & Kim Myers, who are missionaries in Macau in Southern China, and Rick 
& Marla Steenbock, who are serving in Frankfurt, Germany.   

 

Next Gary lists five different projects to choose from.  These are  

� New Guinea Bible Schools for Evangelists - Three new Bible schools have 
opened in Papua, New Guinea.  Their training lasts 6 months and the cost of 
training the students, food, tuition, and housing is only $250 per student.   

� Leipzig Lutheran Church St. Lukas Plant - Only 2% of the German people  
attend church on Sunday morning!  The government has allowed St. Lukas to 
be repaired and opened for services again, but funding is needed. 

� Kyrgyzstan Medical Van Support - This van travels around offering medical 
and dental support for all types of sicknesses, as well as telling people about 
Jesus.  $13.50 will provide medical and dental support for one person.   

� China Christian Literature Bible and Catechisms - 4 new Christian Congrega-
tions a day are starting in China!  These people would like Bible and         
Catechisms in their language and they can be printed in China for only $7.00 
each.   

� Human Care Vietnam Village Project - Little children attend village schools, 
but lack nutritious food.  We are able to provide rice, milk, and high protein 
food for just $2.00 a month per child.   
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December Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:   Lynn Schable & Donna Jean Truelsen 

 

Greeters:         Saturday  

       Renae Norwood        

     Sunday 

        Available 

Bell Ringers:   Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

         Available          

     Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

          Emily Johnson 

Acolytes:          Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

           Loggan Norwood 

              Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

           Abigail Lesemann 

    

The KAYL Broadcast for this month  

is sponsored by Ron & Cindy Gillman.   
We’re on the Web! Http: 

//www.stjohnstormlake.org 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MISSOURI SYNOD 

 

 

 

 

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL 

  NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR 

SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.  

 

          402 Lake Ave  

 Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

    Phone: 712-732-2400 

            Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

 

     To God be all the Glory. 

 

 

Special 
Music 

 You are in-
vited to share 
your musical  
talents in our worship services 
here at     St. John.   
 

The choir        rehearses each  

Wednesday  

of Advent at 7:45 pm.  

Altar Flowers 

1st - Barb Phillips in memory 

of my mom, Irene Wiley. 

 

8th - Donna Bumann in mem-

ory of Don. 

 

15th - In memory of Marv and 

Angel Jesse by family. 

 

22nd– Harold and Jan 

WE WELCOME YOU TO  

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  


