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Missionary  

Josh Lange 

with some friends 

 

Come Meet Missionary Josh Lange 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 

Thursday, August 23, 2012 

7:00 pm  

 

School’s Back  
in Session 

 
Watch for  

children and 
drive carefully 
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  

KAYL 8:00 a.m. 

Every Sunday 

Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

 SECRETARY: 

            Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  

 

In the Library, Led by  

Pastor Lesemann 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

 ADULT BIBLE CLASSES – 10:15 A.M. 

ST. JOHN EAGLE 

STAFF 

Be in the Word 

In the Fireside Room, 

Led by V. Winterhof 



 

 3 

 

Message from Pastor Lesemann 

 

The Low Battery Light is Flashing…Again 
 “God is my strength and power…” 2 Samuel 22:33 (NKJV) 

 
It wasn’t too long ago I was using my cell phone and it started to beep at me then 

started to flash it’s “low battery” warning.  It was time for a recharge.  I am seeing that 

message a lot these days.  You see it in all the portable electronic devices we have,     

media players, cell phones, smart phones, notebooks, laptops, etc. all of these devices 

often give us a “low battery” message, needing to be charged usually daily! Does that 

sound familiar? 

Is YOUR battery running low?  No, I am not talking about your cell phone.  Is the 

“low battery light” of fatigue, depression, gloom or guilt blinking in your life?  I know at 

times it is in mine.   

As believers in Christ WE have spiritual batteries that need to be recharged.  

Rest and relaxing as in a vacation can help but we need more.  We need a charging power 

that only can come from God.   

There are a number of ways we have access to this power.  We have it through 

prayer as we go to Him with our thoughts and intercessions.  We also have access to His 

power through His Word as He instructs us, guides us and reminds us of His will for us 

AND His forgiveness through His Son Jesus.  And we have the sacraments of Holy    

Baptism and of the Lord’s Supper to physically receive Him, His forgiveness and His 

strength.  In these ways we are plugged in to the free and limitless power that comes 

from above that recharges the battery of our faith.   

But just having access to the power won’t recharge us . . . we have to actually 

“plug in” – in other words, we need to pray regularly, be in His Word regularly, and come 

to church regularly!  He’s always there for us, longing to fill us up! 

So if your spiritual batteries are running low, go to God!  You don’t have to search 

for that power adaptor or that wall outlet - He is accessible from right where you are! 



 

 4 

 
 
St. John Voters’ Meeting              Sunday, July 8, 2012 AD  
 
 
 
 Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order at 11:15 am.  In the      
absence of Pastor Lesemann, Hardt read the Pastor’s prayer.  Approximately 20 were 
in attendance. 
 The minutes of the January voters’ meeting were approved as previously submitted. 
  
Old Business: 
 It was suggested that we resolve the issue of what to do with the Thrivent funds after 
the report of Dave Dose, director of the trustees.  Dave then explained that $26,000 is 
available so far for a new roof furnace, that bids of $52,000 and $55,000 have been  
offered, and that the electrical work needed which must be finished after the furnace 
has been installed will cost more that $18,000.  Harlan Matasovsky then made a motion 
that the present Thrivent funds - $11,269 contributed during the past three years - be 
moved to the capital improvement fund.  The motion was seconded by Vernon 
Winterhof and carried with a majority voice vote.   
 Karen Fletcher went over the treasurer’s report, which had been prepared, printed, 
and handed to attendees on a spreadsheet (attached).  She has been able to pay bills 
in a timely manner and thanked the congregation for their much-needed and much-
appreciated support for expensive future needs.  Henry Hardt explained that the        
financial report in each weekend bulletin does not accurately reflect a shortage of funds 
needed for the budget each month, since only six of the twelve months’ $40,000 budget 
have passed and since we are not currently funding our custodian’s salary.  
    Harlan Matasovsky reported for the Lay Ministers.  He went over Pastor’s printed    
report which each voter had received and explained that Pastor continues to help Grace 
Lutheran with its meetings and with its Confirmation classes. 
 No report from the Board of Evangelism or the Board of Christian Education.   
 Reporting for the Board of Youth, Jerry Johnson told the voters that this board and 
the Board of Christian Education had been combined, as they are using the same     
resources. The monthly Banana Bunch Bible studies—with an average attendance of 
10—continues successfully.  The board is beginning to plan for the National Youth 
Gathering in San Antonio July 1 through 5, 2013; for the October Junior High Youth 
Gathering; and for the Senior High Youth Gathering in November, for which a male  
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counselor is needed.  The board is also planning to restructure the next Faith-
builders and a curriculum centered on the colors of the church year to culminate with 
a Colors of Christmas program on Christmas Eve.   
 As director of the Board of Stewardship, Karen Fletcher went over the distribution 
of special offerings which had been handed out at the January voters’ meeting.  She 
thanked Celeste Cummins, who recently joined the group, for her help.   
 The report of Dave Dose, director of the Board of Trustees: 

 Renae, who has been receiving disability compensation (workman’s 
compensation) since February 27, will continue to do so for another six weeks.  
Dose thanked the volunteers who have been helping out in her place.   

 Renovated, repainted, and built, respectively: the bathroom and the closet in 
the kitchen and a closet to store the church banners.  The broken tiles in the 
cross outside have been replaced.  The lawn has been re-seeded.  A high-rise 
stool has been installed in the men’s restroom.  New ballasts have been placed 
in some lights.   

 A carpet cleaner has been donated to St. John. 

 Two fire extinguishers were obsolete.  One has been replaced with a donated 
$450; the other must be replaced.   

 The Altar Guild has reported the dangerous step off the altar; several ideas 
have been suggested, and the board will add a brass strip to the edge of the 
step to eliminate the problem. 

 No lines exist for the off-street parking spaces on the south side of the church; 
Dave will talk to the city manager.   

 Work on the west parking lot will begin soon.  The concrete has been offered at 
cost; volunteers are needed to replace the old.   

 The estimated cost for the roof furnace is $55,000—bid by Christensen’s;  
   Nepple Electric has bid $18,000 for the electrical work which must follow.   
 No report from the Parish Relations Board.  
 The report from the Endowment Fund has been printed and handed out.  Jim 
Schroeder has been commissioned as the estate planning advisor for St. John.  
Some mission projects are being considered for the future. 
  
New business: 
 The parish planning council had handed out for several weeks in advance and 
for today the nominating committee’s list of officers and administrative boards.  
Two names were added to the Board of Youth, Deb Matasovsky and Donna Dose.   
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A majority vote approved the nominations. 
 Some discussion ensued concerning the trustees’ February 15 policy for facility 
use by and fees for St. John members and non-members.  A motion was made 
and seconded to adopt it.  The motion passed by a majority voice vote.  The     
contract will be posted outside the church office and is included with these        
minutes.   
 A summary of the Iowa District West Convention was printed and handed out to     
voters.   
 Suzanne Winterhof reminded St. John members of the birthday of the church 
organ on September 30 and briefly detailed some special events planned for it.   
 
 Hardt adjourned the meeting at 12:06 p.m. and we prayed the Lord’s Prayer  
together.   

 
                         

 

 Funeral services for Renae Jesse, age 68, were held on July 14, 2012 at 
10:30 a.m.  Following the service, a luncheon was served.  Group 3 was in 
charge.  Sandwiches, salads, bars, and cakes were served.  Those furnishing 
and serving the food included Linda Falck, Laura Bumann, Betty Ploeger, 
Jan Magnussen, Denise Betts, Eileen Mandernach, Karen Fletcher, Linda 
Zabloudil, and Donna Truelsen.  
 Additional salads, cakes, and bars were furnished by Audrey Gutz, Claudia 
Lichtenberg, Deb Matasovsky, Cindy Gillman, Linda Kay, Peg Johnson, 
Mary Hansen, Judy Krebs, Patty Jones, LaVerne Grigsby, Dianne Johnson, 
Brooke Kuker, Delores Holliday, Doris Gutz, and Barb Hogrefe.   
 Additional workers included Ron Falck, Loretta Rehnstrom, Bob and 
Marleen Otto, Marv Bumann, Kathy Jesse, and Deb Jesse. 
 Thank you to everyone.    
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SAVE THE DATES! SAVE THE DATES! 
WHAT: 2013 LCMS National Youth Gathering  
 

WHEN: July 1 – 5th – 2013 plus two days before and after for travel time to TX and 
back.  (June 29 – July 7)  
 

WHO: High School Youth Group – for those students who are, active in youth group, 
church and Sunday school and will be14 years old and entering high school 
the fall 2013 

 

WHY: To meet with other LCMS kids from across the nation and PRAISE THE LORD 
TOGETHER! 
 

THEME: "Live Love(d)” is the theme based on I John 4:9:  
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only           

Son into the world that we might live through him. (NIV)  
 

COST: Best guess estimate at this time is $900 – 1000 per person. We hope to 
fundraise most of it. Your personal out of pocket cost will be $150 minimum and 
hopefully $300 maximum. We will have a better idea of the cost when we have 
the definite number of how many youth will be going.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The youth board from St. John Lutheran Church wants to make you aware of an  
amazing opportunity for the summer of 2013! We will be going to the National Youth 
Gathering in San Antonio, Texas.  
 

Past gathering participants have enjoyed the following at the National Youth Gathering: 
Christian fellowship, the Jesus Painter, great Christian music and bands, worship,    
inspirational speakers, many, many service projects and much more! Over 24,000 
youth and adults attended in 2010.  
Check out past gatherings and watch for future details at http://
www.lcmsgathering.com or a Facebook group for the 2013 Gathering has been  
created: National LCMS Youth Gathering. 
  
Successful fundraising will be key to making this happen and we need your help! In 
order to make it fair for all eligible, active youth, we will be keeping track of youth group 
members’ participation in our fundraisers, youth group, church and Sunday school.  
Besides the ones we have already done, we tentatively have the following fundraisers 
planned:  (see next page) 
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Car Wash - Summer 2012 and 2013  
Fall Event – October 28, 2012  
Soup Supper – Ash Wednesday 2013  
Easter Breakfast – 2013  
Plant/Flower Fundraiser in the Spring  
Biblical Ice Cream Festival June 2013 
  
If you have any other fun ideas for fundraisers, please let us know.  
 

 
WILL WE SEE YOU AT THE 2013 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
-----------------CUT---------------------------------------------CUT------------------- 

 
Youth Member’s Name: _______________________________________________  
 
_______ Yes, I am interested in attending. I understand that I am responsible to 
pay half of the $295 non refundable registration fee ($147.50) by Sept. 1, 2012. 
The church will pay the other half.  
 
_______ No thanks, I am not interested. 
  
_______ Maybe ….. my concerns are ___________________________________.  
 
Cut on line and return completed form to Jerry Johnson by August 11. You 
may put it in my church mailbox. 
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Faithbuilders begin on Sunday, September 9th 
with “What’s in The Bible with Buck Denver”! 
And Faithbuilders Rally Sunday is September 
30.  Be on the lookout for more fun and 
educational information about the new 

opportunities to listen and learn about many bible stories.  The students will continue to 
work on the song, “The Coloring Song” as they are introduced to the colors of the 
church year.   Please consider helping out when someone approaches you about 
Faithbuilders.  The morning will be on a rotation model and that means a volunteer is 
not obligated to every Sunday, but can pick Sundays that work in their schedule to help 
share the love of Christ to our youth. If you would like to learn more about who Buck 
Denver is and what’s in the bible, go to www.whatsinthebible.com. If you have any 
questions, please call Jerry Johnson 732-2775 or Johnson@buv.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It's the ST JOHN BANANA BUNCH BROWNIE IN A MUG NIGHT Sunday, 
August 19 at 7pm! Before a new school year starts, the Junior High and Senior 
High youth are invited to go   BANANAS for JESUS CHRIST with the St. John 

http://www.whatsinthebible.com/
mailto:Johnson@buv.edu
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We are the Sheep 
By: Celeste Cummins 

 

Isaiah 53:6a “All we like sheep have gone astray; 

 we have turned every one to his own way…” 
 

    Maybe some of you had sheep when you were growing up.  My dad did.  He would tell me 

stories about the sheep on their farm.  When I was growing up, my Pastor had sheep, too, in 

his back yard.  During Confirmation class, he would tell us stories about his sheep.  Some of 

the things I learned about sheep from the stories of my dad and Pastor Drevlow include sheep 

wander off, get lost, stray from the others, panic easily, are stubborn, and if their head is stuck 

in a fence, they will just stand there, helpless, until they are rescued.  To put it simply, sheep 

really seem to be pretty dumb and helpless. 

    Psalm 100:3 tells us, “Know ye that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us, and not 

we ourselves; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.”  I’ve been called lots of 

things, but a sheep??  Although, when you think about it, I guess we really do act like sheep.  

How often do we wander off from God’s Word?  How many times have we strayed from His 

will for our lives?  How often do we get lost – lost in the world’s desires, lost in our own 

sinful plans, lost from God?  How often do we   insist on getting our own way? And, how 

many times have you felt absolutely      helpless and just needed to be rescued? 

    When Craig was ordained as a Pastor, he was given a shepherd’s staff.  It was to remind 

him of the staff that the real shepherds carry with them.  Shepherds use their staff to protect 

the sheep from dangerous animals and to guide the sheep so they go where they belong.  The 

curved part is used to rescue the sheep when they have gotten into trouble by falling off a 

cliff, landing in the water, or getting themselves in a spot where the shepherd can not reach 

them.  It is curved to fit around their neck and bring them back to the fold when they start to 

stray.  It is also used to carry tiny lambs back to their mothers.       

    God, too, uses His “rod and staff” (Psalm 23:4) with us.  It is used as a guide to provide 

instruction and help to keep us on the right path, but it can also be used to rescue us when we 

have gone astray.  God’s form of rescue may come in the shape of trials that are designed to 

draw us closer to Him, advice from friends, or God’s own Word.  Whatever form His staff 

takes on, we can be assured it is there to help us, in the same way the shepherd’s staff is there 

to help the sheep. 
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THANK YOU for your gift of $100.00 to Rev. Carl and Chen-Hsi Hanson.   
 

A MISSIONARY AMONG US - Kristin Matasovsky, a former  member of St. John, has 
accepted a call to serve as missionary and teacher in South Africa through the LCMS 
Office of International Mission.  She will be there from January 2013 to      January 
2015.  Her primary role will be classroom teacher at  St. Peter’s Christian College, 
outside of Middelburg, South     Africa.  Please look for more information about 
opportunities to partner with her ministry in South Africa, and keep her in your 
prayers. There are prayer cards on the table in the narthex regarding Kristin’s 
mission ministry if you would like to support her.   
 

Ten Day walk in the Footsteps of Paul featuring Greece and Rome The New 
Testament book of Acts and Paul’s Epistles will come to life as we visit Athens, 
Corinth, Thessaloniki, Philippi, Rome, and more! Missionaries from Taiwan 
will accompany us. The tour is scheduled to depart from Des Moines on Feb. 
1, 2013. For more information please contact your tour host, Rev. Michael 
Wolfram, Trinity Lutheran Church, Des Moines, Iowa 515-988-4324 or 
email mcwolfram@aol.com 
 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU from St. John and the Trustees of St. John Lutheran Church to 

Mike Kestel for the loan of equipment for removing the old cement.   Also, Special Thanks 

to Dave Dose, Bob Fletcher, Lloyd Buman, Ron Falck, Dewy Betts, Mike Overmohle, Kevin 

Jesse, and Pastor Bruce Lesemann for removal of old      cement, getting things ready for 

new cement, setting up roof drains, and putting up new railings. 
 

REDESIGNED WEBSITE - Check out St. John’s redesigned website -  

www.stjohnstormlake.org Same address; different look! 
 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED to run the audio-visual side of the Rural and Small Town 
Mission National Conference at King’s Pointe Nov. 1-3.  Complete details are    
available on the orange flyer on the bulletin board.  For additional information or to 
volunteer, contact Amy Gerdts (660) 463-9400, (888) 463-5127 x 314, or 
amy.gerdts@lcms.org  

mailto:mcwolfram@aol.com
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The answer to the puzzle is on the bottom of p. 15 
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 Ray and Marilyn (Tunwall) Mittelstadt were married on July 6th 1952 at St. Paul's         

Lutheran Church in Ft. Dodge, Iowa. They are celebrating their 60th Anniversary     

Sunday, July 8th, following the worship service and hosted by their children and      

families. 

     Ray was employed by Iowa-Illinois Gas and Electric in Fort Dodge following 3 years 

in the service and an engineering degree from ISU, later working in the Quad Cities. 

Following his retirement they moved to Storm Lake becoming members of St. John in 

1988.  This was his home and the church where he was baptized. 

     Ray has always enjoyed music and sang in St. John's choir while growing up and 

continued in each church where he's been a member. For many years he sang with 

the Ft. D. Men's Civic Glee Club and their quartet. Singing at Kennedy Center with 

them was a highlight. Marilyn was involved with Lutheran Family Service as a board 

member, volunteer and were foster parents. 

     Both were involved in Camp Okoboji, serving on its Boards as well as the Buena 

Vista County Historical Society. Ray has enjoyed wood carving with the Stormy Waters 

Whittlers, while Marilyn taught china painting, organizing the local painting group and 

serving as Pres. of the Iowa Organization. Many hours were spent with Camp Fire Girls 

and their camp near Ft. Dodge and with Boy Scouts. Both enjoyed finding and         

recording Indian sites, working with the Iowa State Archaeologist and state and local 

groups to preserve Iowa's disappearing history. 

     In each congregation they were active in many organizations with Ray serving on      

committees and Congregational Chairman, and Marilyn working with Ladies Aid,     

Vacation Bible Schools, Parish Relations, working with special ed. Sunday School   

students, couples groups and such. 

     Both enjoy yard work, flowers, fishing and in years past loved camping. 

     They have three children: Mark and wife Mary who live in East Windsor, NJ, Sara 

and husband Curt Messerly of Fort Dodge, and Chad and wife Julie who live in Cedar 

Rapids, Ia. They are blessed with 6 grandchildren, Matt and Brent Mittelstadt, Kyle 

Messerly, and Sophie, Nicholas, and Ella Mittelstadt. 

 We wish you a very happy 60th anniversary, Ray & Marilyn!! 
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Dean and Barb Phillips are from Alta.   Dean has worked at Tyson for 20 years.  His 
hobbies include riding horses, training them, taking care of their lawn, and fishing. 

Barb has been the head cook at Storm Lake High School for 16 years.  She is also in 
charge of the concession stand for the home sports games.  Barb enjoys singing in the choir at 
St. John.  She collects salt and pepper shakers and cardinals.  In her spare time, Barb enjoys   
going to movies, shopping, and spending time with her family and friends. 

Dean has 2 sons.  Josh lives in Storm Lake and works at Tyson.  His other son, J.J., also 
lives in Storm Lake and works at Meridian Manufacturing.  He enjoys racing and riding his    
motorcycle. 

Barb has 2 daughters.  April lives in Hopkins, MN and works for the City of             
Minneapolis.  Her hobbies include running 5K races and spending time with her family and 
friends.  Barb’s other daughter, Angela, is going to grad school in Brooklyn, NY for dance 
movement therapy.  She enjoys going to movies, being active, dancing, and spending time with 
her family and friends. 

Dean and Barb have one grandson, Caleb, who lives in Storm Lake.  He is 4 years old 
and will be in Kindergarten this fall. 

Thank you, Dean and Barb, for sharing about your family and for being a part of St. 
John! 
 

   Meet the Bennas. 

    Vince grew up in the Albert City area, Naomi in Newell.  They met in Newell 

(July 7) when Vince came for his Army physical.  They were married on his first 

furlough.   

    Vince had gone to business school, but when he received his medical 

discharge, he chose to farm.  That suited Naomi just fine.   

    They lived on the Storm Lake farm for 35 years.  At one time during those 

years, Naomi returned to her teaching career. 

    Naomi had begun teaching a beginners' Sunday School class at St. Peter's just 

after she was confirmed, and she and Vince attended there until T.R. started        

midweek.  At St. John, Vince and Naomi were both busy doing church work.   

    Vince went to heaven eleven years ago.   
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August Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:    Marlene Grunig & Laurie Millard  

Greeters:         Saturday  

      Still Available 

     Sunday 

      Diane Krueger 

Bell Ringers:   Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

       Henry Hardt 

     Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

         Emily Johnson 

Acolytes:          Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

         Available      

              Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

         Available  

    

The KAYL Broadcast for this month is  

sponsored by Amanda Emery. 

We’re on the Web! Http: 
//www.stjohnstormlake.org 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
MISSOURI SYNOD 

 

 

 

 
YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL 

  NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR 

SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.  
 

          402 Lake Ave  

 Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

    Phone: 712-732-2400 

            Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

 

     To God be all the Glory. 

 

 

Special Music 

 You are invited to share 

your musical  talents in our 

worship services here at  St. 

John.   

 

 The choir   will rehearse   

Wednesday  August 1st at   

8:00 pm. Please join us! 

Altar Flowers 

 5 - In memory of parents, brothers, & sister 

by Bill & Vee Tutt. 
 

12 - In honor of our anniversary by Doug & 

Sharen Peters. 
 

19 - In celebration of the 1st birthday of 

Sophia Rose Ramos Emery by Amanda 

Emery. 
 

26 - In honor of Martin Mack’s 95th 

birthday by his kids.   

 

 
WE WELCOME YOU TO  

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  


