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Join us on Easter morning!
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service
7:45 - 8:45 a.m. Easter Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Easter Worship with Holy Communion
Staff and Special Events
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA.
Phone: 712-732-2400

Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com

PASTOR:
Rev. Bruce Lesemann
Home: 712-732-0161

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Suzanne Winterhof

STAFF
SECRETARY:
Celeste Cummins

CUSTODIAN:
Renae Norwood

MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Services

Sunday Services

6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

++++++

++++

++++

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Holy Communion

Radio Broadcasts...

1st and 3rd Weekend

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday

KAYL 8:00 a.m.

of each month

of each month

Every Sunday

KAYL 101.7FM.

SUNDAY MORNING— FAITHBUILDERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Faithbuilders meets upstairs
at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday.
Be in the Word

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:30 a.m. in
the Fireside Room (led by V. Winterhof).
Pastor Lesemann’s Bible Study meets in
the library at the same time.

ST. JOHN EAGLE
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Living Each Day with the Resurrection!
Don’t we know as Iowans, especially the last few months, what it means to pine for
spring as our winter seemed so long and cold? But even as bitter as winter can be, we
always have the assurance of spring: snow melting, birds singing, grass greening, ground
unfreezing and flowers pushing through the soil to bloom in the life-giving warmth of the
sun. These things help us persevere through the winter months. And with the season of
spring arriving we change from introverts to extroverts, from a culture of hibernation to a
culture enjoying our great outdoors! Thankfully we know that nothing in the world can
hinder our spring from coming. We know there are better times ahead!
Now you may wonder what this has to do with the resurrection, but just as sure as spring
comes after winter, because of Christ and His resurrection we know that a new creation is
on its way. In fact the beginning of a “new spring”—our personal new creation—is in Jesus’
resurrection from the dead! This event changes us from people dwelling solely on the present to followers dwelling on the future! And just as the thoughts of spring change us and
bring us joy, how much more do the thoughts of the blessings of Jesus rising from the dead!
What kind of blessings? The resurrection of Jesus declares the ultimate triumph of Jesus
over sin and death. It is a victory that we share (1 Corinthians 15:54-57). In Baptism we
have been united with Jesus' death and resurrection (Romans 6). And through faith we share
in that triumph and it gives us hope beyond THIS life into the next (1 Corinthians 15:3549). And just as no matter how bad the winter gets we know spring is coming, in the same
way no matter how complicated and difficult our earthly life can be there is a much better
life coming!
One final comment…I believe that a good salesman believes in his product. As a believer,
I take constant comfort in what I have in Jesus. To add to that, as a pastor, I believe that
“living each day with the resurrection” is such a crucial and truly beneficial component of
my life and the ministry. But God uses each and every one of us to accomplish His will and
share His message with the world about the joy of the resurrection. By reading His Word,
praying, coming to church, and fellowshipping with other believers, we can be strengthened
in our faith, reminded of the joy of our salvation and encouraged to live out our faith. Let
us display for all to see that “Spring is coming” and put our hope in the joy we have in
Christ! May that deep down joy come bubbling out of us for all to see: Jesus is alive! I too
shall rise to praise Him in heaven!
In His grace,
Pastor Bruce Lesemann
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Easter Sunday Sunrise Service at 7:00 am. Celebrate the
Resurrection as we join in spirit the women going to the tomb
on that first Easter. Yes, you might be tempted to “sleep in,”
but the special music, readings, and drama planned should
bring the real meaning of Easter alive.
Easter Breakfast will be served at church from 7:45 am 8:45 am. We will be serving ham and egg bake (catered by HyVee) along with fresh
fruit, coffee, milk, orange juice, and baked goods (rolls, donuts, coffee cake, muffins,
pastries, etc). It will be hosted by the Parish Relations Board and youth will assist in
busing the tables. The Free Will offering will go towards St. John youth going to the
National Youth Gathering!
Easter Sunday 9:00 am worship service. This will be a festival liturgical service with
the celebration of Holy Communion.

PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE - Ephesians 6:18 states, “be
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”
With that verse in mind, we are praying our way through the
directory (alphabetically). Families will be featured in each
newsletter that everyone can pray for. Some items to include
in your prayers might be if they are sick, ask for healing and
patience; if they are active members, ask God to keep their
faith strong; if they have not been in church recently, ask God
to help them reestablish connections with their faith; if they
are near death, pray for God’s blessings and assurance of their faith. The next
members on our prayer list are Darren Johnson, Jerry & Dianne Johnson, Johnny &
Peg Johnson, Jeff Jones, Mike & Patty Jones, Randy Jones, Dwayne & Linda Kay,
Megan Kay & Megan Gonzalez, Mike, Lesley, Riley, & Reese Kestel, Jeff & Emily
Khamphasouk, Amanda Kiefer-Fisher, Rick Kimble, Sheila (Chad) King, Laura
Kirchner, Lois Koster, Judy Krebs, Mitch (Deb, Emma, Sidney, & Charles) Krebs,
Diane Krueger, Dorothy Kuehnhold, Andrew, Brooke, & Avery Kuker, and Doug,
Robert, & Susan Langner.
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“What are the Secrets to Your Best Diet?” is posted on the “Be Well, Serve Well”
section of the bulletin board in the assembly room. Take a copy for yourself or a
friend! Can you recognize a “good” (healthy) diet from a “bad” (unhealthy) one?
Take this quiz from Sara Correnti, Concordia Plans Health and Wellness Educator,
and find out! Answers are on page 7.
Diet #1 - This diet reports that it improves heart health, most notably blood
pressure. It encourages eating fruits, vegetables, whole grains, lean meats, hearthealthy fats, and low-fat dairy. It encourages limited sodium. Is this a good diet or
a fad diet?
Diet #2 - This diet encourages fruits and vegetables, nuts and seeds while avoiding
meat, dairy, and all processed foods. It boasts the ability to balance your pH while
promoting weight loss. Good or fad?
Diet #3 - This diet promotes weight loss and is simple in one of its many varying
approaches: add maple syrup, cayenne pepper, or lemon to water. Good or fad?
Diet #4 - This diet places a heavy emphasis on plant-based foods such as fruits,
vegetables, and legumes. But it also fits in the occasional animal protein source such
as chicken or fish. The plan encourages you to eat omega 3 rich fats from sources
such as olive oil, nuts, and fish and relies heavily on spices and herbs for flavor
instead of salt. Research is available that shows it can improve heart health and
reduce the risk for cancer, Parkinson’s, and Alzheimer’s diseases. Good or fad?
Diet #5 - This diet claims you can achieve quick weight loss without any exercise or
eating changes. Researchers thought that acetic acid in this product was responsible for fat burning, but study results have not been consistent. This lifestyle product claims to help you lose weight, detox your system, improve varicose veins and
dandruff, and soothe sore throats. Good or fad?
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Get Out, God!
By: Celeste Cummins

History. It’s always changing. We look back at the past and try to avoid the mistakes that
previous generations or historical figures have made. We try to learn from their mistakes so we do
not repeat the past. In doing so, we hope to make each generation a little better than previous ones.
However, many believe our current culture is more violent than any previous generation. One of
the reasons they site as proof of this are school shootings. Though Columbine is credited as the
first school shooting because it seems to have spawned the “copy cat” shootings, you may be
surprised to learn that it wasn’t the first, or the deadliest, school shooting. Historically, the first
school shooting occurred on July 26, 1764 – yes, in the 1700’s! Four Lenape American Indians
entered the schoolhouse near present day Greencastle, PA, where they shot and killed the schoolmaster, Enoch Brown, and killed 9 or 10 children (reports vary). Only two children survived.1
Statistically, the deadliest shooting was the one at Virginia Tech on April 16, 2007 where 33 died
and 25 were injured.2 Ranking second, as the deadliest mass shooting at a U.S. high school or
grade school, was Sandy Hook on December 14, 2012 (28 were killed; 2 injured).2 Columbine
actually ranks fifth on this list with 15 deaths and 21 injuries.2
Why have violence and school shootings increased so much over history? There may be many
reasons, though the simple answer is a three letter word – sin. But, what is the solution? We often
hear that we need to bring God back to the schools in order to solve the problem. My reaction when
I hear this is did we really take God out?
Yes, on one hand, legislature has dictated that God cannot be taught, prayed to, or mentioned
publically in schools. But, on the other hand, do we – mere mortals – actually have the power to
remove God from anything?!? Theologically, that answer is no. In our Confirmation days, we
learned that God is omnipresent, in other words, He is present everywhere. So, in that sense, we
can’t remove God from the schools (or anywhere else). Even though we cannot see God or offer
visible proof that He is with us, the Bible assures us that God is always there (see Joshua 1:9, Psalm
23:4, Isaiah 41:10, Matthew 28:20, Hebrews 13:5, and many other verses).
God is always with us. He is with us at home, at work, at the gym, and yes, even in places where
society says He is not welcome, such as schools. Sadly, sin, violence, and school shootings will
continue. What can we do about it? As Christians, we can pray. Pray for those who have been
affected, pray for those who will be affected, pray that our loved ones will not be affected by this
violence, pray for those who are hurting emotionally and are manipulated by Satan to carry out
these tragedies, and pray for God to bring healing and comfort before someone is led to use a gun
to kill others.
1

http://www.k12academics.com/school-shootings/history-school-shootings-united-states#.WqaQuujwbGg
https://www.ranker.com/list/deadliest-school-shootings-100215/loganrapp?var=6&utm_expid=16418821388.pwrOe5-lSJetLqzNW0S00A.1&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
2
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ST JOHN LUTHERAN LADIES’ AID
St. John Lutheran Ladies’ Aid met on Wednesday, March 7, 2018, at the
church meeting room at 1:30 p.m. Hostess for the occasion was Marge
Manteufel. Loretta Rehnstrom opened the meeting with devotions reminding us
that our battle against the devil has been won by Jesus.
“’Green’ in the Bible” was the topic presented by Diane Krueger. The word
“green” makes us think of spring, and in the Bible it often represents life and
growth. Are you alive in Christ?
Roll call was answered by ten members who told of their efforts to be
“green” (eco-friendly).
Marge Manteufel reported that many school kits had been prepared for Lutheran World Relief. She also reported that there is a need of school back packs
for Orphan Grain Train school kits; they may be used.
We were reminded of the Zone Rally on April 22. The offering has been
designated for Ethiopian missions. The in-gathering will be items for the
in-gathering at the District Convention in June.
A love offering of $15 was approved for the Lutheran World Relief pick-up at
Sac City in April to help defray transportation costs.
Pastor asked ladies to help prepare items needed for the March 21 presentation by a representative of Jews for Jesus.
The LWML grant focus for the month was the $100,000 LWML grant for
Christian Hope through Mass Media in Egypt to assist the Lutheran Hour Ministry
to reach out to the Arab speaking Middle East.

Answers to “Focus on Health” (p. 5)
Diet #1 - Good; this diet is known as the DASH diet (Dietary Approach
to Stopping Hypertension)
Diet #2 - Fad; This diet is also known as the Alkaline diet.
Diet #3 - Fad; This eating pattern is known as the Master Cleanse or
Lemonade Diet.
Diet #4 - Good; This balanced diet is known as the Mediterranean Diet.
Diet #5 - Fad; this is also known as the Apple Cider Vinegar diet.
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St. John is a member of
the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

WE WELCOME YOU TO

April Worship Assistants
Altar Guild:

Naomi B, Denise B, & Lloyd B

Greeters:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Saturday Evening—6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning—9:00 a.m.
402 Lake Ave
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588
Phone: 712-732-2400
Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com
Web: www.stjohnstormlake.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnstormlake

Bell Ringers: Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Renae Norwood
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.
Acolytes:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

The KAYL Broadcast for this month
has been sponsored by Barb Walters.

Musicians are encouraged to share
their talents during our worship
services throughout the year. If you
play an instrument or would like to
join the choir, please contact our
music director, Suzanne Winterhof.
The choir will rehearse each
Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm.
New members are always welcome.

Altar Flowers
1st - Easter lilies
8th - In memory of Rev. Art &
Edna Otto and Rev. Walter & Olga
Mueller
15th - Bob & Marleen Otto 59th
Anniversary - Glory be to God
22nd - Dana & Clair Benna’s
Anniversary
29th - Dewey & Denise Bett’s
Anniversary
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