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2012 

Worship Schedule for Holy Week  
Palm Sunday, April 1 - 9:00 a.m. 

with Holy Communion 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 5 - 7:00 p.m. 
with Holy Communion 

 

Good Friday, April 6 - 7:00 p.m.  
 

Schedule for Easter Morning 
Sunrise Service - 7:00 a.m. 

 

Breakfast Begins - 8:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service with Holy Communion - 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

The LWML 

Zone Rally 

will be at   St. 

John on 

Monday, April 

23rd at 5:30 

p.m. 
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Sunday Services  

9:00 a.m. 

+ + + + 

Radio Broadcasts... 

9:00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday  

of each month  

 KAYL 101.7FM. 

 

 + + + + + +  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  

KAYL 8:00 a.m. 

Every Sunday 

Saturday Services 

6:00 p.m. 

+ + + + 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Weekend 

 of each month 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Bruce Lesemann 

Home: 712-732-0161 

 

 

 

 SECRETARY: 

            Celeste Cummins 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Suzanne Winterhof 

 

 

 

 

CUSTODIAN: 

Renae Norwood 

  FAITHBUILDERS -  Sundays at  10:15 a.m.   

3 year olds thru 8th Grade on 2nd Floor.  

High School Bible Class on the 2nd Floor  

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  

In the Fireside Room, 

Led by V. Winterhof 

 

In the Library, Led by 

Pastor Lesemann 

MONTHLY  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 402 Lake Ave, Storm Lake, IA. 
Phone: 712-732-2400   Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 

 FAITHBUILDERS  & ADULT BIBLE CLASSES – 10:15 A.M. 

S T.  JOHN EA GLE  

STAFF 

Be in the Word 
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Message from Pastor Lesemann 

“He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you…” Matthew 28:7 

     I recently read an article the Huffington Post written by a Steve McSwain where he stated, 

“Ego is terrified, outraged or both at the thought of death. Which is why it will lead you to do 

almost anything to avoid it or pretend it doesn't exist, cover it over, hide from it, deny it -- even 

defeat it -- which is why many Christians at Easter insist that the resurrection of Jesus was a 

resuscitation of his body.” 

     WHAT?  I thought.  Did I read that correctly?  I understand people being afraid of death.  

But is it true that many “Christians” insist that the resurrection of Jesus was simply a resuscita-

tion of his body?   

     How strange to believe that Jesus was simply resuscitated.  Is it possible to be a Christian if 

you don’t believe that Christ really rose from the dead?  

     Christ’s death and resurrection are key to the Christian faith. If Christ had not really died on 

the cross or was resuscitated before being buried in the tomb and rising on the third day, could 

we then consider Him as really having taken care of the punishment of our sins on the cross?   

I would answer that question with a NO. 

     We know from scripture that when Christ was crucified on the cross, many witnessed his 

death.  What’s more, to test to see if He was actually dead a soldier took his spear and pierced 

His side, “bringing a sudden flow of blood and water,” showing that He was indeed dead.   

     As Christians we read about Christ’s resurrection from the dead in God’s Word, and in 

faith, we accept those words as true.  Sadly, those words are not something that everyone    

believes, but only those who believe those words can truly claim to be Christian. 

     And for those who ARE afraid of death, we can actually find great comfort in the fact that 

Jesus DID die and rise again. As it says in Romans 6:4-5, “We were therefore buried with him 

through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  For if we have been united with him in a death 

like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.”  And also 2 Timo-

thy 1:10 “…it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who 

has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.”  

     As God’s children through faith in Christ, we can truly rejoice, because just as Christ was 

raised from the dead, we too will rise!   

     He has risen!  He has risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Pastor Bruce Lesemann  
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Parish Planning Council Meeting     Sunday, March 18, 2012  
 
 
 
 Executive Director Henry Hardt called the meeting to order at 11:15 am. 
 

 Pastor Lesemann’s devotion was “Because of You” (Galatians 1:23-24).  We love    
compliments.  So did St. Paul.  What joy for him to know others were praising God because of 
him!  Who is praising God because of you?  The world needs the message of salvation you can 
and should share. 
 

Board of Evangelism - Audrey Gutz 
 Tuesday, March 20, is the last movie event until fall.  The board is working on other 
things.   
 

Co-Treasurers’ Report - Karen Fletcher 
  A complete quarterly report will be printed in a bulletin and in the April newsletter.   
 Because of generous gifts of the congregation, all bills have been paid to date.  Our    
sincere appreciation to you all.   
 Quarterly expenses are coming in this month.  Iowa law demands that our Otis elevator 
be inspected yearly by them as well as the State of Iowa.  Otis also does a more thorough test 
every five years and that has been done at an extra cost of $1,350.00 
 Lenten offerings will be added to the Capital Improvement account, which is off to a 
good start, but a large amount of funds will be needed this year for scheduled improvements.  
Again, your generous offerings are very much appreciated.   
 

Board of Stewardship - Karen Fletcher 
 The board read and discussed Chapter 1 from the Max Lucado book Love Worth Giving 
and decided that we need to know our St. John family better.   
 The board will begin meeting bi-monthly.   
 

Board of Trustees - Dave Dose 
 The kitchen bathroom in the basement has been renovated, the closet repainted and its 
shelves widened, and the banner closet almost completed.  
 Dave and Bob Fletcher cleaned some downspouts of frozen water and leaves and     
repaired them.  Control Systems Specialists replaced one of the two belts on the boiler in the 
basement and a bearing in the small circulating pump at a total cost of $590.   
 Citizens Bank issued the trustees two debit cards from Menards in Spencer.  Bob 
Fletcher will have one, and the second will be kept in the church.  However, there are only a few 
signers and a sign up sheet for them, and each use must be communicated to and okayed by a 
treasurer.   
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 A Rug Doctor has been given to St. John; it cannot be rented or borrowed for personal 
use by members of the congregation.   
 A new rental agreement for St. John facilities has been drawn up and agreed upon, the 
first of its kind since the 1980’s.  It is posted with these minutes also on the church bulletin 
boards.   
 The trustees must talk to carpet contractors about repairing or replacing all or parts of 
the existing carpet in the church.  But, the board agrees that the furnace is the first priority.  
Two bids at approximately $55,000 each for purchase and installation of same have been re-
ceived by companies in Spencer and Cherokee.  Control Systems will bid on the installation of 
the controls for the units.  And because the five or six new units will require installation of the 
same number of air conditioning units, the funds needed for the entire project may grow to 
$75,000.  All plans are on hold until more money is given by the congregation.  Currently, all 
Lenten gifts go to this capital improvement fund.   
 

Lay Ministers - Henry Hardt reporting for Harlan Matasovsky 
 Two new members have been received by profession of faith: Darold & Terra Sievers.   
 

Pastor Lesemann 
 An adult Confirmation service is tentatively set for Sunday, April 1.  Another prospective 
member continues in the training.   
 

Executive Director - Henry Hardt 
 Hardt has appointed Suzanne Winterhof to head a task force to plan and conduct a 
20th anniversary celebration of our Dobson organ.  A Dobson representative will be featured in 
an organ recital on either September 30 or October 7 (an honorarium of $300), and a reception 
will follow.  The community event expenses will be offset by a freewill offering that day.   
 Hardt commended and thanked the St. John congregation members for keeping current 
bills paid and thus negating the stress and necessity of borrowing money. 
 Directors of boards will be asked to review and renew their memberships in light of the 
fact that by the last Sunday in April prospective leadership positions must be found.   
 Hardt adjourned the meeting at noon.  We closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

        
 
LADIES AID MINUTES - The Ladies’ Aid met March 7 with 13 members present.  
Gladys Johnson was the hostess, and Marvel Rosdail led devotions.  Audrey Gutz pre-
sented the topic.  As chair of the Evangelism Committee of the Congregation, she told 
about evangelism tools and centered her message on the Great Commission of Mat-
thew 28:18. 
     Roll call brought a “drift” of past memories of yesteryear’s snow storms…from the 
legendary 1936     blizzard to canceled Christmas services. 
     The group resolved to send $200 to the Bible Stix project.  Plans were made for the 
forthcoming LWML Zone Rally which St. John is hosting.  A freewill offering was made 
for Health Kits.  The group also decided to underwrite the expenses for Amy Lese-
mann should she decide to attend the Pastor’s Wives’ retreat in April. 
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The Fence 

By: Celeste Cummins 

 

“They sharpen their tongues like swords and aim their words  

like deadly arrows.” (Psalm 64:3) 

 

    Did you ever notice that there’s only one letter difference between swords 

and words?  Could that be because they both are sharp and pierce right through 

you? 

    I once heard the story about a father who had his son pound some nails into a 

fence and then remove them.  Next, the father told his son to         remove the 

damage from the nail holes.  Of course, the son knew this was impossible.  The 

father then was able to tell his son the point of the lesson, “Those nail holes rep-

resent the words we say to people.  Once we tell someone something, we can’t 

take it back.  It leaves a mark on them, just like the nails did on that fence.  So, 

choose your words carefully.” 

    How often have we failed to follow this father’s advice to his son!  So  

often, we speak before we think only to regret it later.  We are like Peter who 

quickly denied knowing Jesus three times and only realized what he had done 

when he heard the rooster crowing (Matt. 26:69-75, Mark 14:66-72, Luke 22:54-

62, and John 18:15-18 & 25-27).   

    While we know the nail marks Jesus had following His crucifixion were real be-

cause Thomas needed to touch them (John 20:24-31), the marks that words 

leave (other names for it include teasing, bullying, cyber bullying, and verbal 

abuse) are not visible with our eyes, yet they are real, nonetheless.  They affect 

the person’s mind, spirit, emotions, and very self.  Those words can cause hurt 

feelings, damage relationships, effect people the rest of their lives, and sadly, 

even cause people to end their lives.  

    We’ve often heard the phrase, “Time heals all wounds.”  Yet, I’m not so sure of 

that.  I have a lot of “wounds” from my past that time has failed to heal.  I prefer 

to think of another well known phrase that we often hear, which also has the 

word “wounds” in it.  It is Isaiah 53:5, “by His wounds we are healed.”  Time may 

not be able to heal our wounds, but the wounds    Jesus incurred for us can!   
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THANK YOU - Dear friends at St Johns Storm Lake, 

      Wonderful to connect with you here.  Thank you so much & God bless you for your     

support of His work overseas!   

      As you may know, I am currently working to improve the lives of the poor in mainland 

China.  I am based in Shanghai and have been involved these past two years in setting up  

projects here to reach out to the children of migrant workers, a disadvantaged segment of the 

populations—’the least of these’ in Shanghai.  So far, my work has consisted of building    

relationships with schools for migrant children, and organizing volunteer groups to show love 

to these kids through English training, music, and art    activities.  We are also providing   

support for school lunches for a selection of students whose families are struggling finan-

cially, and this  semester we are piloting a program designed to build leadership and life skills 

for migrant   middle school students.   

      I am doing this work through a ministry of LCMS International called Concordia  Welfare 

& Education Foundation (CWEF).  You can find more information about CWEF from the 

web site here:  http://cwef.org.hk.  You can also find some photos of CWEF’s work: http://

www.flickr.com/photos/cwef. 

    I have recently accepted the position of the Director of Operations for CWEF, and when I   

return from the States in early September, I will continue to be based out of our office here in 

Shanghai, while working with our office managers in China and Cambodia to make sure that 

our projects are running smoothly and effectively.  

    I’m excited about what God has in store for us in the future.  It is a pleasure to be an instru-

ment of His great love for the people of China and Cambodia; thank you so much for coming 

along side us to join Him in His work.  

    I have added you to my email newsletter lists (“Josh in Asia”).  You will receive the next   

installment soon.  You can also read past newsletters, see photos, and read other bits of      

information on my web site at http://jwalange.wordpress.com 

感谢，上帝保佑你！Thank you, God bless you! 

jwal 
 

THANK YOU -  We hope that you have found the “Voice of God” dramas at the   
evening Lenten services meaningful.  Special thanks to Jerry Johnson who was the 
“awesome” Voice of God and to the individuals who played the characters of the 
Passion: James, Peter, Pilate, Barrabbus, and the thief…..David Stille, Kevin Jesse, 
Vernon Winterhof, Dave Dose, and Darren Johnson.  You created some memorable 
scenes and dialogue for the worshippers! 

http://cwef.org.hk
http://www.flickr.com/photos/cwef
http://www.flickr.com/photos/cwef
http://jwalange.wordpress.com
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THANK YOU from LCMS World Mission - We thank God for you and your gift of $468.00 to 
support Joshua Lange.   

 
THANK YOU - Dear St. John Lutheran Church, 
    “I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 
with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident 
of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus.”  - Philippians 1:3-6 
    Thank you so much for your generous donation of $978.31 to support the work that God 
accomplishes through me! 
    I praise GOD for your dedication to bring the love and salvation of Jesus to those   living in 
darkness!   
    Happy New Year too—Western and Chinese! 
 

Blessings, 
Michelle Cagnin 
Area Facilitator for Southeast Asia/Human Care Facilitator for Asia Pacific 
LCMS International 

 
THANK YOU - A thank you message was sent to us from Viola Chavez, the consultant in charge 
of the Bible Sticks ministry.  This thank you was written by a military member who received a 
Bible Stick in the past.   
Rank: 2LT— Branch of Service: Army— Country: United States— Your Testimony: 
    Thank you to all that donated. I received my bible stick when I was deployed to Iraq in 2009-
2010. It has always been a goal of mine to read the whole bible. I know I had gotten verses of 
it here and there in church, but I also knew I was missing out of a lot too.  Overseas I kept    
myself just as busy. I still didn't take the time to read it, but I did hear the new testament using 
the bible stick. I realized listening to it and getting the word using a different media didn't 
make me a bad person. It helped me to build my relationship with God. 
    It has been more of a benefit now than ever. My bible stick was packed away until a month 
ago when I started to go through one of my boxes from deployment. When i found it I remem-
bered how inspiring it was to listen to it, and started listening to it again. This time I am listen-
ing to it, while taking time to read the bible. I live for God, as he lives through me. 
    Thanks again, it has been one of the most wonderful things I have been given.  It still helps 
me to get through day to day struggles as well as the big rocks put in my way. 
Thanks again. 
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 

     Join your brothers and sister in Christ recalling the last week in the 

life of Christ at our Holy Week worship services   Celebrate Jesus’    

entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday (April 1).  In the past this was 

often “confirmation time,” and this year we will welcome new adult 

members to our congregation. 

     Maundy Thursday worship is 7 p.m.  In times past every Lutheran 

attended this service to recall the institution of the Lords’ Supper.  For 

many, having been confirmed on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday recalled their first      

communion.  The solemnity of Holy Week is visually present as the altar is stripped at the 

conclusion of the service. 

     On Good Friday we will have a Tenebrae service (again at 7 p.m).  As the lights are extin-

guished, we sense the human life of Christ fading. 

     Join us on Easter morning as we celebrate Christ’s triumphant victory over the grave.  A 

7 a.m. Sunrise Service heralds the day.  This will be followed by an Easter breakfast.  The 

Festival Easter service with Holy Communion will be at 9 a.m. 
 

LADIES…..CIRCLE THIS DATE – APRIL 23! 

     All women of St. John (whether you are a member of the Ladies’ Aid or Mary and Martha 

Guild or not) are invited to attend the Zone LWML Rally which will be held on Monday, April 

23, right here at St. John.  Registration begins at 5:30 p.m. and the evening should conclude in 

time so everyone can get home in       daylight.  A sandwich/salad bar meal will be served.  The 

theme of the Rally is “Strength for the Journey” which combines ideas from the evening’s 

speaker and the forthcoming District Convention.   

     Special speaker for the event is Sally Bohmer, Estherville, with a presentation entitled, 

“Lessons from the Journey.”  A person recommending her said, “Her presentation is one that 

every 30- or 40-something woman should hear, and it is also a message that applies to those 

gracefully aging…..She was probably the best speaker we have had at a Rally.”   

     The meeting also offers an opportunity to make and renew friendships with women from 

other congregations and provides an update on the work of the LWML.  

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO ATTEND! 
 

QUARTERLY TREASURERS REPORT - Watch the bulletin board for the quarterly 

treasurers    report after the first week in April.   
 

MONTHLY CALENDAR - Due to computer issues, there is no bold print on the cal-

endar.  Sorry about that.   
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Dear St. John family: 

    On Easter Sunday, we celebrate and rejoice in the resurrection from the dead of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  On our behalf, Jesus willingly went to the cross to redeem us from sin and 

death.  "Greater love has no one than this that He lay down His life for His friends" (John 

15:13). 

    As we consider all that the Lord Jesus Christ did for us on the cross of Calvary and in His  

resurrection, we are compelled to love, honor, and serve Him.  When we give faithfully of our 

time, talents, and treasures, we demonstrate our love for our Heavenly Father. 

    Our special offering envelopes during Lent and Easter will be given to the Capital Improve-

ment/Roof Furnace fund.  We hope to avoid debt in making the much needed improvements of 

new furnaces, carpet, etc.   As stewards, we respond to the love shown on Calvary because "love 

so amazing, so divine-demands my soul, my life, my all." 

    Together in STEWARDSHIP, we praise Jesus for our salvation.  Alleluia, He is risen indeed! 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP SOCIETY 

   Members of CFS and four guests toured Carolyn Goecke’s Embroidery Works on  Sunday   

afternoon, March 25.  Carolyn told us how working in garment alteration eventually lead to 

the purchase of her first embroidery machine.  Today, she operates six machines and is    

constantly updating with new technology.    

    The group gathered in the Fireside Room for its regular meeting.  Dave Stille opened with 

devotions reminding us that in times of distress, we can turn to God for guidance, comfort, 

and direction.   

    Marilyn Mittelstadt told the group of her observations when visiting “The Bridge” ESL 

classes at the time when IPTV came to report of them.  As a result, the group voted to give 

$100 for supplies needed.  CFS members also agreed to pay for the plants needed for the 

planters in front of the church.  Recently, CFS provided the funds for the new Bibles for 

Faithbuilders and membership to the Sudanese Women’s Missionary Society. 

    The Okoboji Summer Theater schedule was handed out, but no decision was made as to 

which performance the group would attend. 

    Ray & Marilyn Mittelstadt and Betty Ploeger served refreshments.   

    CFS also sponsored a Family Game Night on February 26.  Bingo, Tripoley, and 500 were 

enjoyed by those present.  Jerry & Dianne Johnson led devotions in the form of a spelling 

bee, and reminded us that the way to spell salvation was “J-E-S-U-S.”   Harlan & Deb Matas-

ovsky, Lois Lytle, Barb Haynes, and Milt Swain provided refreshments.   
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April Worship Assistants 

Altar Guild:    Naomi Benna & Denise Betts 

Greeters:          Saturday  

   Still Available 

  Sunday 

   Dewey & Denise Betts  

Bell Ringers:    Saturday, 6:00 p.m.  

    Renae Norwood 

  Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

     Emily Johnson 

Acolytes:          Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

      Haley Redenbaugh       

             Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

      Jacob Dicks 

    

The KAYL Broadcast for this month is  

for the glory of God.      

We’re on the Web! Http: 
//www.stjohnstormlake.org 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
MISSOURI SYNOD  

 

 

 

 

YOUR SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL 
  NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR 
SOUL THROUGH THE WORD.  
 

          402 Lake Ave  

 Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 
    Phone: 712-732-2400 

            Email: stjohnstormlake@gmail.com 
 

     To God be all the Glory. 
 

 

Special Music 

 You are invited to share 

your musical  talents in our 

worship services here at  St. 

John.   

 

 The choir   re-

hearses every 

Wednesday at   

8:00 pm. Please 

join us! 

Altar Flowers 

1 - In honor of Gladys Wilde (92 years) 

by Eileen. 
 

8 - In memory of Tony & Jackie Mahn. 
 

15 - In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Ralph 

Darrow, parents of Bill & Dee Phillips.   
 

22 - In thanksgiving for the 82nd birth-

day of Willis Lussman.   
 

29 - Still available. 

WE WELCOME YOU TO  
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  


